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Bound by Family, Honor, Tradition
by Edmund Lawler

American Legion Post 451 volunteers place fl ags for Memorial Day 2022 in St. Stanislaus Cemetery.

Jason Lambert went to American Legion Skwi-
at Post 451 nearly six years ago to inquire about a 
part-time job.

He got the job, but also found a family.
“I was asked to be kitchen manager for the post, 

and I interviewed for the position,” Lambert says. “I 
didn’t really know what the American Legion was, 
but when I saw how much they did for the commu-
nity and for veterans, I thought, ‘What better way 
to honor my parents, both of whom are deceased 
veterans.”

Lambert, 47, did not serve with the military; 
however, he was eligible to join the Sons of the 
American Legion. It’s a nonprofi t consisting of male 
descendants — of all ages — whose parents or 
grandparents honorably served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces and were eligible for American Legion mem-
bership. Military service is not a membership re-

quirement. Founded in 1932, its primary mission is 
to sponsor American Legion programs that improve 
veteran communities and the community at-large. 
It is divided into detachments at the state level and 
squadrons at the local level. A squadron pairs with 
a local American Legion post; a squadron’s charter 
is contingent upon its parent post’s charter.

“I realized it was a great group of people,” Lam-
bert says. “They’re like a family because they all 
care about you. If something happens, they will step 
up and help you out.”

In addition to running the kitchen Friday nights 
and some Sunday mornings at the Frank & Edward 
Skwiat American Legion Post, 121 Skwiat Legion 
Ave., Lambert now is commander of the post’s Sons 
of the American Legion Squadron 451.

The post is named in memory of two Michigan 
City brothers of Polish descent who were killed in 

Continued on Page 2
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The dinner sending the Michigan City High School football team off to semi-state

Bound by Family…Continued from Page 1

action in World War II. Frank Skwiat was 22 when 
he was killed in Germany, his brother Edward only 
18 when he died in combat in France. Their haunt-
ing side-by-side photos, which speak poignantly to 
the supreme sacrifi ce of the Greatest Generation, 
grace a wall in Post 451.

First established in 1947, the post has been at its 
current location just north of Ames Field since the 
building was built and dedicated in 1954.

Meanwhile, Lambert is busy serving up the fi n-
ishing touches on Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron 451’s 25-year charter anniversary. 

When he’s not at the post, Lambert, a 1994 Rogers 
High School graduate, is the offi ce manager of a lo-
cal mental-health counseling center. Previously, he 
was assistant catering manager for Northwestern 
University’s Athletics Department, and he cooked 
in or managed kitchens in Maryland and Florida.

His father and mother enlisted in the U.S. Army 
in 1971 and met at Fort Bragg, N.C., in 1972. After 
their tours of duty, the couple married. Jerry Lam-
bert, a native of Boone, N.C., and Flora Lambert 
moved to Michigan City, her hometown. Jerry was a 
sanitation worker for Michigan City and later a cor-

rectional offi cer at Westville Correctional Facility 
and Indiana State Prison. Flora was a waitress and 
later an over-the-road semi-tractor trailer driver.

Seated at the post’s bar, shedding light on the 
Sons of The American Legion, Jason Lambert shifts 
to the group’s community involvement.

“For example, we noticed that on Thursdays be-
fore Friday game nights, the Michigan City High 
School Wolves football team would be eating a meal 
outside Ames Field,” he said. “So we reached out 
and now we host them here in our meeting hall on 
Thursday nights.”

The meals, themselves, are donated by local res-
taurants, such as Social Que BBQ and Catering. On 
evenings when there is no sponsor restaurant, the 
post will prepare and serve a meal to hungry Wolves 
players and their coaches.

The post also prepares and donates meals to the 
MCHS Girls Soccer Team, which hosts a food tent 
at home games. The public can drop by the post for 
its Friday night fi sh frys, or on the fourth Sunday of 
the month for its breakfast. Friday dinners are from 
4-7 p.m., the Sunday breakfast from 7:30-11 a.m.

Other community-focused programs led by the 
Sons of The American Legion include annual civic 
training events for high school juniors, which in In-

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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Jason Lambert is commander of The Sons of The American Legion 
Squadron 451. Photo by Edmund Lawler

diana is called Hoosier Boys State. Another is a fl ag-
education program for fourth-graders. 

The goal, Lambert says, is to preserve American 
traditions and values by teaching the fundamentals 
of good citizenship. All participating students are 
eligible for Legion-sponsored college or trade-school 
scholarships. The post also supports the community 
by showing its colors at local parades.

Then, there is the Sons of the American Legion 
junior program for people 21 and under.

“We involve them in fl ag education in the schools 
and Michigan City High School’s ROTC program,”  
he said. “We have a lot of fun programs for them.”

Lambert says it’s important to stoke the Legion’s 
pipeline with younger members at a time when 
members of the Korean and Vietnam wars are 
reaching the end of their lives. Nationwide, there 
has been a sharp decline during the past 50 years of  
participation in fraternal organizations. But Lam-
bert says the post’s membership remains strong. 
He says Post 451 has 260 full Legion members, 150 
Sons of the American Legion members and 100 Aux-
iliary members. The American Legion Auxiliary is 
an organization of women most closely associated 
with men of the American Legion.

Lambert encourages people eligible for any 
branch of the Legion family to consider joining. An-
nual membership dues for Sons of the American Le-
gion are $25, $23 for Auxiliary and $40 for regular 
Legion membership. The dues are higher for regu-
lar members because of more extensive program of-
ferings, he says.

Another prime goal of the Sons of the American 
Legion is supporting the veteran community.

Continued on Page 4
8 MAPLE STREET      THREE OAKS, MI         
Thursday - Monday 12PM - 5PM  |  Closed Tuesday + Wednesday

269.340.0346
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“For example, at Christmas time, I did a squad-
ron commander project where we donated to the In-
diana Veterans’ Home in West Lafayette,” Lambert 
says. “In the past year, we donated over $4,400 in 
products for the vets, including clothing, furniture, 
shaving supplies and other everyday needs.”

Tracy LeVay is 
Post 451’s com-
mander. She is a 
full Legion mem-
ber who served six 
years (1984-1990) 
in the U.S. Navy 
as a cryptologist. 
A master of lan-
guages, she served 
at Fort Meade in 
Maryland, head-
quarters for the 
National Security 
Agency, as well as 
at duty stations in 
the Florida Keys 
and California.

“I joined the 
Navy to see the 
world, and all I got 

to see was the States,” she said with a laugh. Raised 
in Michigan City, LeVay says she wanted to join the 
Navy’s nuclear force. But women at the time were 
barred from Navy nuclear assignments because of 
a requirement that sailors in the program serve six 
months continuous duty beneath the sea on a nucle-
ar-powered submarine.

“I was the wrong sex,” LeVay  says. Thankfully, 
she notes, that rule has since changed. Men and 
women can serve on a nuclear sub for extended de-
ployments.

Noting her affi nity for languages, LeVay’s high 
school guidance counselor encouraged her to apply 
for the Navy’s cryptology program. Cryptologists 
are the Navy’s linguistic experts who decipher and 
analyze information of strategic importance in oth-
er languages.

Military service runs in her blood. Her grandfa-
ther, father and son, Christian, have served. Like 
his mother, Christian was a Navy cryptologist, spe-
cializing in computers.

“Four generations,” she says proudly.
LeVay echoed Jason Lambert’s point that a prime 

benefi t of Legion membership is fellowship.
“We might disagree with each other sometimes,” 

LeVay says, “but like family, we make up and move 
on.”

One of the post’s most important missions is 
supporting the area’s veteran population, some of 
whom, sadly, need a lot of help. 

Bound by Family…Continued from Page 3

Tracy LeVay is post commander of Frank & 
Edward Skwiat American Legion Post 451. 

Photo by Edmund Lawler

“We try to help as many veterans as we can,” Le-
Vay says. “We have partnered with Keys to Hope 
Community Resource Center in Michigan City. They 
work with homeless people, including veterans. Any 
time they have a veteran come through, they let us 
know. We do everything we can to get them set up 
with resources, including mental-health resources.”

In April, LeVay becomes a student in the Ameri-
can Legion College, a week-long leadership training 
program at the Legion’s national headquarters in 
Indianapolis.

“I have learned a lot about leadership here and 
how to get people to work together,” says LeVay, 
who looks forward to enhancing her leadership and 
team-building skills at the Legion’s College.

The best part of being a member of the American 
Legion family, she says, is the sense of belonging.  

“We can help you out if you are in need of some-
thing,” LeVay says. “And it always helps just being 
here, good days and bad.”

If You Go
The public is invited to the 25-year charter an-

niversary celebration of the Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 451, Detachment of Indiana.

The event is Saturday, March 25, at the Frank 
& Edward Skwiat American Legion Post 451, 121 
Skwiat Legion Ave. 

Special guest speakers include past National 
Commander of the Sons of American Legion Da-
vid Stephens, and Post 451 Commander Tracy 
LeVay. Dinner is from 4-5:30 p.m. The ceremony 
begins at 5:30 p.m., followed by entertainment at 
6:30 p.m.

At least nine original members of the Sons of 
the American Legion Squadron 451, including 
the fi rst commander, Kenny Ryba, are expected 
to attend. In addition, all Vietnam veterans will 
be recognized. Vietnam Veterans Day is March 
29.

The dinner is free to veterans and $8 for non-
veterans. Reservations are required by March 17 
by calling the post canteen at (219) 879-9827.

GoldStars Tribute Wall
The traveling GoldStars Tribute Wall will re-

turn to Michigan City over Memorial Day week-
end, May 26-29.

The wall honors members of the U.S. Armed 
Services killed in action during the Gulf, Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars. It arrived at Ames Field over 
the Memorial Day weekend in 2021. The Ameri-
can Legion Riders of Post 451 sponsored the wall 
and will do so again this year. At press time, the 
location was yet to be determined, Post Com-
mander Tracy LeVay said.

Visit www.TributeWall.org for more details.

http://www.TributeWall.org
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Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial

(800) 228-3928 • (317) 727-2361

Free Estimates
St. Pat’s Celebration Menu at 

PATRICKSGRI LLE.COM

4125 Franklin • Michigan City 
219.873.9401                            

Club Tack Sale
The LaPorte County EZ Riders Horse & Pony 

Club will host its second Tack Sale from 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Saturday-Sunday, March 18-19, at LaPorte 
County Fairgrounds, 2581 W. Indiana 2.

The club fundraiser helps cover costs of the fair, 
awards, trophies, judges and stall repairs. It’s ex-
pected 109 vendors will participate with items for 
horses, dogs and the farm, as well as concessions.
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LOCAL EXPERTISE. GLOBAL EXPOSURE. 
Decades of Experience in NW Indiana & SW Michigan

RICHARD REMIJAS
773.908.1969

rremijas@bhhschicago.com

JEFF REMIJAS
219.873.4085

jremijas@bhhschicago.com

©2023 BHH Affi  liates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, 
Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affi  liate, and a franchisee of BHH Affi  liates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks 
of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affi  liate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

“65” is “Jurassic Park” meets “Deep Impact.” 
You’ve seen it before, and done better, but it’s just 
entertaining enough to likely secure a fan base 
when it hits streaming.

The movie is designed to be fun. Something that 
appeals to the 5-year-old child in adults who like to 
watch people run from hungry beasts. The writing-
and-directing team, Scott Beck and Bryan Woods, 
penned “A Quiet Place” (2018), but I suspect it be-
came a classic because of the rewrites by director-
star John Krasinski, who invested human emotion 
into it. “65,” by comparison, is a B movie with an 
A-list star and reasonably effective effects.

The “high concept” behind “65” is that a sophis-
ticated civilization existed 65 million years ago on 
another planet, a ship with some of its inhabitants 
struck by asteroids, or comets, or whatever. The ship 
crashes on Earth, with only its captain, Mills (Os-
car-nominee Adam Driver, “Marriage Story”), and a 
young girl, Koa (Ariana Greenblatt, “Love and Mon-
sters”), surviving. Driver, who is suitably intense, 
gets a backstory, that he agreed to the mission to 
pay for his ailing daughter’s medical care. Beyond 
that, once Mills realizes the only way off the planet 
is wreckage containing an escape pod, it’s time for a 
dangerous trek across dinosaur territory.

At a lean 93 minutes, the story never stops. But 
as directors, Beck and Woods don’t know how to 
create a sense of awe or terror in the presence of 
their dinosaurs. Think of the fi rst time we see the 
brachiosaurus in “Jurassic Park,” or the brilliantly 
staged T-rex attack. “65,” by comparison, just relies 
on jump scares.

The asteroids/comets in the opening sequence, 
by the way, are no coincidence. Seems Mills had 
the misfortune of crashing on Earth right as these 

lumbering beasts are headed for extinction. So, the 
fi lm’s second half, complete with fi ery rocks drop-
ping from the sky, brings the action to a lively fi n-
ish. There’s also nifty gadgets thrown into the mix.

With a fi lm like “65,”you get what you pay for. You 
want Adam Driver blasting away at dinosaurs? You 
get Adam Driver blasting away at dinosaurs. You 
want a classic? Rewatch “Jurassic Park.”

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

“65” Borrows From Other Movies and Mildly Succeeds
by Andrew Tallackson

★ ★
“65”

Running time: 93 minutes. Rated PG-13 for

intense sci-fi action and peril, and brief bloody images.

1/2

Adam Driver stars in “65.”

mailto:rremijas@bhhschicago.com
mailto:jremijas@bhhschicago.com
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22991100  OORRIIOOLLEE  TTRRAAIILL  •• LLOONNGG  BBEEAACCHH,,  IINNDDIIAANNAA
A REHABBER'S dream right in the heart of Long Beach. This 3 bedroom, 2 bath home is just waiting for your creative 
touch. The home sits high on the dune with a wonderful landscaped garden, a large backyard and amazing curb appeal. 
The interior features include a large bonus room, great laundry room and an oversized garage. Inventory is low so don't 
delay seeing this well built solid home. 

33  BBeeddrroooommss  //  22  BBaatthhrroooommss  
OOffffeerreedd  aatt  $$554499,,000000  

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676 
line.mullins@cbexchange.com 
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street 
New Buffalo, MI 49117 

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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825 FRANKLIN STREET • MICHIGAN CITY 
WWW.CAFEFARINA.COM • 219.249.0004

Cafe Farina - casual old-school vintage vibe, 
serving up authentic Italian-American specialties 
and classic cocktails shaking to the beat of 
Italian music streaming through the restaurant. 
Using only the finest and freshest ingredients, both 
local and imported,  Chef Joseph Farina features 
specialty Italian sandwiches, fresh pasta dishes, 
imported meats and cheeses, hand-cut steaks, and fresh 
seafood. Inspired by Chicago’s neighborhood joints 
and renowned Italian Delis, Cafe Farina is bringing a 
taste of Italian culture to downtown Michigan City!

HOURS
Sunday - Thursday 11.30a - 9p
Friday & Saturday 11.30a - 10p

NOW OPEN!

The Women’s History Month exhibit highlighting 15 LaPorte County women continues through the end of the month at LaPorte County Historical Society 
Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave. Call (219) 324-6767 for more details.

Celebrating Women’s History Month
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SOLDSOLD

New Listing
1405 Lake Shore Drive, Long Beach IN 46360

Asking Price: $1,699,000

Zakaria Elhidaoui
Realtor® 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate Group

m: 219.448.1052 
zake@coldwellhomes.com
ColdwellHomes.com
726 Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360

137 Shorewood Drive, Long Beach, IN 46360 2938 Mount Clair Way, Long Beach, IN 46360

mailto:zake@coldwellhomes.com
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SWEETWATER BOATING 
SUPPLIES

20% OFF 
ALL BOATING SUPPLIES

Saturday & Sunday,
March 18th & 19th

OPEN HOUSE 
38 N. Whittaker St.

New Buffalo, MI
269-469-6560

DOOR PRIZES

REFRESHMENTS

Krasl Art Fair Jury
Krasl Art Center has announced the jurors for 

the 61st Krasl Art Fair on the Bluff 
on July 8-9.

The fi ve jurors virtually reviewed 
and juried 422 applicants Feb. 15 to 
determine the fi nal 172 artists. Ju-
rors are invited based on their ca-
reers, relationship to the arts and 
expertise in their fi elds. 

The jurors are:
• Nicole Brown, a trained artist, 

graphic designer and sommelier. 
She was a member of the fair’s 
2022 Board Choice Award com-
mittee and now sits on KAC’s 
board and marketing committee.

• Austin Collins, a sculptor whose 
area of practice includes public 
art, large outdoor sculpture, in-
stallation art and liturgical art, 
often with a focus on political and 
social issues. Most recently, he 
was commissioned for the Smart 
Streets Project in South Bend.

• Jeff Garrett, who is Michigan’s 
grant program manager and ADA 
504 accessibility coordinator. He 
previously served as director of 
the Art School at the Flint In-
stitute of Arts. He has teaching 
experience in Michigan public 
schools and on a university level.

• Jessica Stoddart Ladd, a second-
generation artist who grew up in 
a rustic middle Tennessee farm-
house. She attended Austin Peay 
University with an art scholar-
ship focusing on sculpture and 
painting, and continued her stud-
ies at King’s College in London, 
England, and Penland School of 
Craft in North Carolina.

• Harold Woodridge, the president 
and creative director of Cone Four 
Brand Alchemists. He studied ce-
ramics at Washington University 
in St. Louis, where he earned his 
Bachelor of Fine Arts, and the Lill 
Street Art Center.
Art fair tickets go on sale May 1. 

Visit www.krasl.org/art -fair/tickets 
for updates. Daily admission is:
• General Admission (13+): $5.
• Children 12 and younger: free. 
• Day-of tickets: walk-up available.

Brown

Collins

Garrett

Ladd

Woodridge

Classifi ed ads work! Visit www.thebeacher.com

http://www.krasl.org/art
http://www.thebeacher.com
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KELLY RYAN GAUSSELIN
real estate brokerreal estate broker

708.243.0952  708.243.0952  
kellygausselin@atproperties.comkellygausselin@atproperties.com

@mickygallasgroup@mickygallasgroup

 LET’S WORK TOGETHER!
Buying or selling a home can be a stressful process. With over 40 years 

in the beach community, I am a reliable resource to ensure the best result 

while making your experience as seamless as possible. Contact me today 

for a phone consultation or to schedule a market analysis.

I WOULD LOVE TO HELP!

Celebrate this year by trying 
one of my favorite Irish recipes!

CORNED BEEF & 
CABBAGE

Ingredients
• 2 - 3-4lb Corned beef 

flats or points 
• 1 - Head of cabbage 

cut into eighths
• 1 - Bag of carrots
• 1 - Bag of peeled & 

halved red potatoes

Cut up vegetables and place in bottom of large roasting pan. Place 
corned beef on top of vegetables and cover beef with contents 
of spice packet and a few bay leaves. Add 2-3 cups of water to 
cover bottom of pan and cover TIGHTLY with foil. Bake at 325° for 
4-4 1/2 hours or fork tender. Slice against the grain. Add butter to 
vegetables and season with salt and pepper. 

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY!

mailto:kellygausselin@atproperties.com
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B&E BOATER’S PARTY
& WINE TASTING WITH 

Saturday, March 18  6-9pm
• APPETIZERS • LIVE MUSIC •

Please RSVP at BEmarine.com or 219-879-8301

WINE TASTING

PLATINUM DIAMOND GIVEAWAYSponsored by Sea Ray
In honor of our Platinum 70th Anniversary, guests will be entered into a drawing to win 
Platinum Diamond Stud Earrings from Martin Binder Jeweler 

JOIN US ALL WEEKEND!
March 17-19, 2023

FRI 9-6       SAT 9-6       SUN 10-3

REFRESHMENTS
DOOR PRIZES • DISPLAYS 
FACTORY INCENTIVES
SPECIAL SHOW FINANCING
HUGE SELECTION 
OF NEW & USED BOATS 

SHIP’S STORE SPECIALS

31 Lake Shore Drive   |   Michigan City   |   219-879-8301   |   BEmarine.com   |   f

BRING THIS COUPON FOR 

$20OFF 
IN OUR SHIP’S STORE

31 Lake Shore Drive
Michigan City, IN 46360

B

31 Lake Shore Drive
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70% Off
March 9-April 2

Candles, paper products, greeting cards, 
puzzles, Christmas items, lamps, German 

smokers, Nora Fleming, food products (salsas, 
jams), dressings, outdoor items.

Shelving, Tables, Display Units as Marked
11 a.m.-5 p.m. EST Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat

Noon-5 p.m. EST Sunday
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Going Out 
of Business

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers will discuss bird migra-
tions at its next outing at 1 p.m. EDT Saturday, 
March 18, at Sugarwood Forest Preserve, 6855 Elm 
Valley Road, Three Oaks, Mich.

HCH President Pat Fisher kicks off the program 
with a 10-minute presentation on migration, bruma-
tion, hibernation and dormancy, and ways wildlife 
deals with cold weather. Then, he’ll lead the group 
on a 1.2-mile hike through Sugarwood’s trails. A 
Chikaming Open Lands property, the preserve is an 
upland plateau bisected by deep ravines. The north-
ern portion has an old-growth beech-maple forest, 
ravine with a Galien River tributary, groundwa-
ter seep and unique plant community. The rest of 
the uplands are considered mid-successional mesic 
southern forests. The southern ravine system con-
tains fl oodplains and a number of paw paw trees.

Attendees should dress for the weather, wear a 
warm cap and sturdy boots or shoes, and take plen-
ty of water. Depending on the weather, there may be 
muddy or icy areas.

Membership is preferred; however, the hike is 
open to the public. Visit www.harborcountryhik-
ers.com or Harbor Country Hikers on Facebook for 
more details.

Last year’s Harbor Country Hikers trip to Sugarwood Forest Preserve.

http://www.harborcountryhik-ers.com
http://www.harborcountryhik-ers.com
http://www.harborcountryhik-ers.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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If you’re looking for a club that improves every year  
If you’re looking for a great “no tee time” Golf Course 

 If you want wonderful dining options 
 If more social events would add to your fun   

 If swimming and pickleball are for you 
And, because we’re welcoming! 

1900 Springland Avenue  Michigan City, IN  46360  219.872.8624  info@pottcc.com 
POTTAWATTOMIE.COM 

Wow…too many other details to list! 

MICHELE CIHAK, Broker
Coldwell Banker Realty
10 N Whittaker St • New Buffalo, MI 491117
C. 219.861.2073 • O. 269.469.3950
michelecihak@yahoo.com
MicheleCihak.sits.cbmoxi.com

P  5

Perfect Summer Cottage or Great Rental Opportunity!
New Listing – $369,900

Open House:
This 2BR, 1 full BA is on a large corner lot in 
the Michiana Shores area! Walking distance to 
Lake Michigan beaches! Many upgrades have 

Stainless Steel kitchen appliances, new light 

more! Freshly painted inside, hardwood 

beach rights to Stop 38. Furniture negotiable. 
Close to New Buffalo, outlet mall, zoo and only 
an hour from Chicago. Make your appointment 
today!

mailto:michelecihak@yahoo.com
mailto:info@pottcc.com
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Had someone asked my thoughts on “Chariots of 
Fire” all but a month or so ago, the reply might have 
been something like, borrrrring.

Then again, I was 11 when fi rst seeing it. Who 
takes an 11-year-old, groomed on a steady diet of all 
things “Star Wars,” to see a British fi lm about the 
1924 Olympics? That would be Stephen and Judith 
Tallackson. My dear parents were the ones who ex-
panded my movie vocabulary at a ripe young age. 
Heck, they’d arrive at my elementary school, un-
announced, chauffeurs to an alleged doctor’s visit, 
only headed in secret to the nearest cinema.

“Chariots of Fire” marked one of those spur-of-
the-moment “fi eld trips” back in 1981. My memory 
of the experience is squirming in my seat amid what 
felt like hours and hours of British people standing 
around talking.

An unexpected interest in “Chariots of Fire” 
emerged last fall. An episode of Netfl ix’s “The 
Crown” delved into Dodi Fayed’s backstory — a 
precursor to him meeting Princess Diana — reveal-
ing he served as executive producer on “Chariots of 
Fire.” How the heck did that slip beneath my movie-
geek radar?  Then came the January wide release of 
Sam Mendes’ “Empire of Light” (now on HBO Max) 
in which a fi ctional seaside theater preps for the 
premiere of “Chariots of Fire.” Finally, on Feb. 10, 
Hugh Hudson, the movie’s Oscar-nominated direc-
tor, passed away at age 86. While having directed 
a fair share of movies (“Greystoke: The Legend of 
Tarzan”) and documentaries, an obituary hailed 

“Chariots of Fire” as the crown jewel of his career.
Hmmm.
Time to revisit “Chariots of Fire.”
No shocker here — the child of 11 who squirmed 

his way through the picture found it a whole heck of 
a lot more interesting at 52. Some movies, you just 
have to live life a bit to appreciate them.

Today, “Chariots of Fire” is still a tad stuffy, but 
far more compelling than my 11-year-old assess-
ment. That’s because the movie actually is about 
something. About believing in yourself, and fi ghting 
for what’s right.

Let’s start with that opening scene.
That iconic, justly famous opening scene.
The title credits of “Chariots of Fire” remain one 

of the greatest openings of any motion picture. Even 
then, if you hadn’t seen the movie, you knew the 
Oscar-winning anthem by composer Vangelis. It 
was everywhere: 1981’s answer to “My Heart Will 
Go On.” It even became the subsequent source of 
parody for any movie character achieving a Hercu-
lean task; hence, Clark Griswold and family racing 

Casting Aside Childhood Memories to Revisit “Chariots of Fire”
Editor’s note — This week, we kick off a monthly series exploring how older movies hold up today.

pastpresent
Andrew Tallackson

Ben Cross (center) stars as Harold Abrahams, a Jewish runner in the 1924 Olympics.
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to Wally World’s front en-
trance in 1983’s “National 
Lampoon’s Vacation.”

The composer’s mix of 
electronica and traditional 
orchestral means — piano, 
strings — holds up remark-
ably well. Seeing these 
young men — all in white, 
barreling across the beach, 
feet bare, not a care in the 
world — it stirs you. The 
movie’s title hails from the 
“Bring me my Chariot of 
fi re!” line from a William 
Blake poem, and that’s the 
sensation you get. Soaring. 
The freedom that comes 
from living in the moment, 
of being untethered to oth-
er worldly concerns.

From there, the movie 
grounds itself into reality at Cambridge University. 
Indeed, my memory of “Chariots of Fire” being talky 
was not entirely unfounded. Plenty of top U.K. act-
ing talent, from John Gielgud, to Lindsay Anderson, 
to Nigel Davenport, hang around the story’s periph-
eries, expounding on the rights and wrongs of un-
folding events.

But the two central real-life characters are fasci-
nating. Eric Liddell (Ian Charleson), the son of Scot-
tish missionaries to China, and Ben Cross as Harold 
Abrahams, a Jewish student. Harold faces rampant 
anti-Semitism. Eric, a devout Christian, refuses to 
run on the Sabbath. What we get in “Chariots of 
Fire” is a rumination on faith. One man beholden to 
his religion, the other the target of hatred because 
of it. Their stories are the soul of “Chariots of Fire,” 
and the eventual outcome of the 1924 Olympics is 
why people still have a soft spot for the movie today.

(The little-seen 2016 fi lm “On Wings of Eagles” 
picks up Liddell’s story during Japan’s 1937 inva-
sion of China, but fails on all fronts to move and/or 
inspire its audience.) 

Looking back, did “Chariots of Fire” deserve four 
Oscars for Best Picture, Adapted Screenplay, Cos-
tumes and Score? I’m on the fence. Yes to Vange-
lis’ score. But when you consider the fi eld of Best 
Picture nominees for 1981, you also had “Atlantic 
City,” “On Golden Pond,” “Raiders of the Lost Ark” 
and “Reds.” Movies with far more longevity and 
emotional impact. “Chariots of Fire,” by compari-
son, is classy and respectable. Today, it would be 
labeled “Oscar bait.”

But to dismiss it as a bore, based on my experi-
ence as a child, well, that ain’t right. Sports movies, 
to begin with, are spiritual experiences. Testaments 
to triumph over adversity. That “Chariots of Fire” di-
rectly addresses the personal beliefs of two men amid 

The movie’s opening sequence, set to its Oscar-winning anthem by Vangelis, remains perfection.

a remarkable situation, well, it earns my respect.
And that opening sequence. Man, that opening 

sequence. There is nothing better.
❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com
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by Kim Nowatzke

A LaPorte store owner is scoring big with her 
“small” idea. 

Patricia “Patti” Pierson, owner of The Pink 
Sheep, 604 Lincolnway, is transforming empty re-
tail space next to her children’s clothing boutique 
into “Lil Porte Plaaaytique,” a miniature replica of 
LaPorte. It’s only about 25 percent fi nished; howev-
er, children are enjoying driving pint-size vehicles 
down the main street that runs through the middle 
of town. Though it’s designed for children ages 18 
months to 8 years, Pierson said all ages enjoy let-
ting their imaginations take over. 

“Everyone that comes in says it’s amazing,” she 
said. “So far, everybody has said this is what the 
city needs...word-of-mouth has spread like wildfi re.” 

To date, there’s an Al’s Supermarket, Archie’s Din-
er and a pizza restaurant yet to be named. Pierson 
always gets permission from local business owners 
to use names and logos. Plans are to add Hot Spot 
Café (located next door to The Pink Sheep), Deluxe 
Tastee Cream and a post offi ce. 

There also will be “half buildings that we think 
are cool, but don’t have a lot of activity to use,” in-
cluding City Hall, Pierson said. 

Aiming for 16 amenities in all, other true-to-life 
spots will include a drive-in, fi re station, police sta-
tion, playground, fi nancial institution and hospital. 
Work has begun on The Grand Heritage Federal 
Credit Union, with Lil Porte Hospital next in line. 

“The hospital is going to have pretend machines 
such as X-rays and MRIs that actually light up and 
move to familiarize kids with them in the event they 
ever need to have these types of tests,” Pierson said. 

A  replica of Kingsbury Elementary School (Pier-
son youngest, 6-year-old Remington “Remi,” is a 
student there) is nearly fi nished. Visitors can look 
forward to a campground (actually in the back of 
The Pink Sheep) and two restrooms (for now, cus-
tomers use the one in The Pink Sheep). 

One party room that holds 25-30 people is avail-
able to rent, and another larger one behind the bou-
tique is in the works. And, Lil Porte Plaaaytique has 
just begun science/STEM classes geared for ages 3-8 
and taught by Pierson’s husband, Keith. 

“We try to pick buildings that are recognizable,” 
Patricia Pierson said. “Lifelike and realistic is the 
goal.” 

One of her favorites is the house modeled after 
her own family’s within walking distance on Michi-
gan Street. In fact, she used leftover paint from her 
home for the one at the Plaaaytique. 

“We found our house and fell in love and moved 
here,” she shared. “That’s why I made a replica of 

my house – because I love it so much.” 
Construction began in May 2022, about a month 

after the Piersons signed the lease on the nearly 
5,000 square-foot space that used to house Hilbish 
Drugs. Toy Parade was located where The Pink 
Sheep is, but the drugstore and toy store closed in 
2015. At one time, those two spaces weren’t divided. 

“It makes me happy that’s it’s all one space again,” 
she said. “We have the original signs for both and 
plan to put them up. We like to keep the original 
stuff as much as possible.” 

This includes the original tin ceilings, now paint-
ed blue like the sky. 

The Piersons had to completely rewire the whole 
building, run gas lines and install plumbing. 

“There’s a lot of work that goes into making a 
100-year-old building safe,” Pierson explained. 
“Nothing is straight, level or square...It cost so 

much more than we imagined.” 
While her husband takes care of the electrical 

work and framing, she works on the rest. 
“I learned A LOT from research and Google,” she 

said.
Having grown up in Hammond, Pierson appre-

ciates the small-town experience of LaPorte and 
her great neighbors. In 2013, she and Keith opened 
their original children’s clothing store, The Pink 
Sheep, in Cedar Lake. After moving to LaPorte in 
2016, they opened a mini-version of their shop in a 
local antique mall, but soon outgrew the space. So, 
they moved into a location across the street from 
where they are now, but needed more room after 
only three months. In April 2022, they landed at 
604 Lincolnway. The Piersons still take their busi-
ness on the road, with about 30 booths a year at 
festivals between April and November. 

Family is Transforming Business Space into Replica of LaPorte

Remi Pierson, the 6-year-old son of owner Patti Pierson, takes a drive down the main street of Lil Porte Plaaaytique. Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

Patti and Keith Pierson, owners of Lil Porte Plaaaytique.
First interested in sewing as an 8-year-old, Pier-

son honed her skills when her daughter, Bella, now 
14, began having sensory issues with clothing. Pier-
son found it challenging to fi nd clothing with no ap-
pliqueed designs, no zippers, mostly long sleeves 
and more, so she began sewing her own. 

“I also learned to sew on Google. I learned every-
thing I needed to know in life on Google,” she said 
with a laugh. 

In addition to Remi and Bella, rounding out the 
Pierson family are Ashley, 32, Nathan, 31, Zach-
ary, 27, and Coltt, 13. While Bella is the voice in 
radio ads for the family business, Remi and Sawyer 
Wind are the offi cial models. Wind is the 5-year-old 
daughter of a friend, Falishia Wind, who sells items 
at The Pink Sheep. 

The Piersons aim to complete Plaaaytique by 
January 2024. It is interesting to note that the idea 
for the town originated with Pierson’s desire for her 
booth at the antique mall to resemble a doll house. 
That structure now houses the checkout area at 
their current location. 

“I told my husband that if we got an actual store, 
that I wanted it to look like a giant doll house that 
kids could play in. Now, we’ve ended up with a vil-
lage.” 

(Visit “Lil Porte: The Pink Sheep Plaaaytique” on 
Facebook for more details.)
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Author’s note — I would like, dear readers, to con-
tinue the domestic adventures of the fi ctional couple 
I introduced last Christmas: Dolly Dearest and Good 
Husband Hank. They are, of course, based on Nata-
lie McKelvy and her gray-bearded husband, Yours 
Truly. So far, these stories are loosely based on their 
own misadventures in and around their cottage in 
the Michigan dunes.

So, let us continue the saga of Dear Wife Dolly 
and Good Husband Hank as they attempt to clean 
THAT gutter on the kitchen side of their “little 
dump in the dunes.”

Hank had been meaning to clean it out himself — 
by means of his trusty stepladder and garden hose 
— but he just hadn’t gotten around to it.

Why?

Because he knew in his heart of hearts and brain 
of brains that it was no longer a tried-and-true 
method. And certainly not a safe approach.

In a word, Hank knew he needed that one, magi-
cal word: HELP!!!

Can you imagine an American male of a certain 
age admitting he needs, gulp, HELP!!!?

So, Hank had a hard time getting his mind around 
it, but one fi ne day, in the present season, he went to 
Dolly and peeped, “Help.”

Dolly was baking potatoes, so she didn’t hear him. 

She just heard him peeping, so she pulled her head 
out of the oven and said, “I know you said some-
thing, but I can’t hear you when you’re in the other 
room, and I have my head in the oven. Would you 
please come in here and repeat what you said?”

Hank exhaled, rather impatiently one might say.  
Then, he stepped into the kitchen — not a particu-
larly great distance considering he was in the next 
room — and made a great show of repeating, “Help.”

“Help?!?  You’re asking me for help?!?”
“I am, Dolly Dearest.”
“All right. But if it’s something you can’t fi gure 

out on the computer, why don’t you just take a deep 
breath and fi gure it out on the computer? All by 
your lonesome. You can do it. You’re a big boy now.”

“Yeah, but I’m also a broken-down old boy. It’s not 
the computer. It’s THAT gutter.”

Hank pointed out the kitchen window at THAT 
gutter.

“It’s been so long since I cleaned it out that a 
tree’s growing out of one end. Right over the kitchen 
window. So...”

“You want me to help you?”
“Yes.”
“You want help, and you want me to help you?”
“Yes on both counts.”
“Well then, do you want me to help you right 

now?”
“Well, when you have some spare time, Dolly 

Dearest.”
“Let me get these potatoes going, and then I’m all 

yours.”
“Music to my ears, Dolly Dearest.”
And so, when Dolly was well and truly done in 

the kitchen, they went to the neighbor’s shed and 
“borrowed” their extension ladder. Actually, the 
neighbors gave Dolly and Hank open permission to 
use the extension ladder whenever they needed it.  
And now, they needed it. Right now before the next 
round of rough weather rolled in across the lake, 
the big lake they called Michigan. (A truly great 
lake if ever there was one.)

Working as the well-oiled combine they were, 
Dolly and Hank safely schlepped the neighbor’s ex-
tension ladder from the shed to their infamous side 
gutter, THAT gutter!!!

“Here goes nothing,” Hank said as they extended 
the extension ladder. “EUREKA!!!”

(Mis)Adventures in Spring Cleaning

Life With
Charley
Charles McKelvy
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Hank, being the man of 
the house, took it upon him-
self to take the fi rst step, up 
the ladder. Not so steady. 
The subsequent steps were 
even unsteadier.

Dolly was not impressed, 
saying, “Are you all right 
up there?”

“Piece of cake,” Hank 
said. But it wasn’t, and he 
knew it.

It was obvious to him 
and Dolly when he descend-
ed. One agonizing step, or 
rung, at a time.

“Hank!!”
“What?!?”
“You look shaky.”
“No, I don’t. I’m just fi ne. 

It’s this old, rickety ladder. 
Not me, Dolly. Dearest.”

Dolly Dearest was having 
none of that, and so, when 
they shifted the ladder, with great effort by both of 
them, to the next strategic position, Dolly insisted 
on going aloft. Absolutely insisted.

Oh boy!
How did that work for the fun couple?
Well, fi ne at fi rst, for Dolly was nimbler than 

Hank and ascended that bent-up old aluminum lad-
der with the ease and agility of a seasoned sherpa.  
Up, up and away she went — all the way to THAT 
gutter. She cleaned out all the glop she could reach 
with her gloved hands, then had Hank hand her 
up the garden hose and hosed out most of the rest. 
Dolly then dropped the hose and began her descent.

“I’ve got you,” Hank said, standing guard at the 
base of the ladder.

“I’m fi ne,” Dolly said.
Dolly WAS fi ne.  
Until she wasn’t.
For Dolly took a bent rung too fast and slipped.
Right off the ladder and into Hank’s waiting 

arms.
Dolly and Hank fell as one into one writhing and 

wriggling heap.
Dolly re-injured an old back injury, and Hank 

shredded his left shoulder which, he thought, was a 
bad thing considering he was left-handed.

The two old fools lay there in the leaves and 
ground cover, moaning and groaning, and inquired 
about each other’s condition.

The reports from the spring cleaning crew were 
not good. In no time fl at, they found themselves 
among the barely walking-wounded walking, limp-
ing and literally crawling into the Regional Walk-In 
Clinic.

“We’re having a record day,” the beleaguered re-

ceptionist said. “It’s going to be a 2 1/2 hour wait. Is 
that all right?”

Hank shrugged as much as his shredded shoul-
der would allow. Dolly said, “We both brought big, 
thick books.”

Indeed, they had, with Hank in possession of one 
of his lurid potboilers by a notorious author of lurid 
potboilers, and Dolly schlepping a defi nitive history 
of Kazakhstan, with maps and time lines.

They were ready for the long haul, because they 
had weathered many a long haul at the always-
slammed Regional Walk-In Clinic in a town near 
where they lived.

And, of course, they weren’t disappointed, for 
they waited a full three hours (and change) before 
they were fi nally seen on that “record day.” But the 
wait was worth it: They got to watch a beautiful 
sunset and gather all kinds of fascinating “facts” 
from the other patients. Did you know, for example, 
that pure cherry juice, mixed with water, has an an

Clean at your own risk!

Continued on Page 22

Jose Lawn Care
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Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
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Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways
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algesic effect on joint and muscle pain? Who knew?
Well, Dolly and Hank knew as a result of what 

they quietly referred to as “the long wait.”
And, during the long, day-into-night wait, Dolly 

helped an overwhelmed young mother fi nd a private 
nook in which she could change her infant son’s wet 
diapers. Hank fi nished his potboiler and was breath-
ing so heavily by the thrilling conclusion, the recep-
tionist asked if he needed to be seen immediately.

“Sorry,” Hank said. “I shouldn’t read such lurid 
stuff in a waiting room. I’m fi ne. Really.”

“You sure?”
“Oh yeah. One hundred percent.”
And so, after fi nally being seen and examined by 

the caring, competent and compassionate health-
care professionals at the Regional Walk-In Clinic, 
they were both found to have sustained “somewhat” 
serious injuries from their “misadventure” with the 
neighbor’s ladder.

Dolly, for her part, re-injured one of six small hip 
muscles in the lateral rotator group — the infamous 
piriformis muscle. She originally gave it a good jar-
ring when she fell backwards while attempting 
to play tennis with Hank and a friend. Dolly also 
broke and dislocated her right thumb in that fall, 
but the ER doc put that right by popping it right 
back in, then splinting it. No such luck with her 
piriformis muscle. That bruised puppy required two 
years of intensive physical therapy, or PT, to return 
to anything close to normal. And now, at the Region-
al Walk-In Clinic, Dolly was watching the walk-in 
doc enter an order for a comprehensive round of PT.

“Do you have a favorite therapist?” the doc asked.
“Oh, yes,” Dolly said, smiling. She gave the good 

doctor the name and contact information for her be-
loved physical therapist, “Susie the Super Stretcher.”

“Susie the Super Stretcher?!?”
“Well, Super Susie for short. She is truly super.”  

Dolly then proceeded to give the doctor Super Su-
sie’s actual name and organization.

So, when the doctor deemed that Hank had torn, 
well, partially torn, the rotator cuff in his dominant 
left shoulder, she ordered a round of comprehensive 
PT for Hank. “And I bet you’d like to see Super Su-
sie as well. Yes?”

“Yes!!!”
So, they were sent off to see Susie the Super Stretch-

er for comprehensive rounds of physical therapy.
But before they set off to be lectured by Super Su-

sie for their foolishness, they cut to the chase.
“Next time THAT gutter starts sprouting trees,” 

Dolly said, “let’s call ‘Fabulous Freddie’ and have 
him clean out THAT gutter. And all the other gut-
ters. He does such a good job on the windows, and 
he also does gutters, so...”

“...let’s have ‘Fabulous Freddie’ scramble up his 
own ladder and clean out the gutters. Deal?”

“DEAL!!!”

Continued from Page 21

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL  
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz


March 16, 2023 Page 23
THE

The People

Meet Linda Weigel
Area of Residence: I live in the beautiful 
countryside between Michigan City and LaPorte.
Title: “The Inquisitive Artist.” I began writing 
for The Beacher in March 2018, a few years after 
retiring from teaching art at La Lumiere School.
What I love about my work: Sharing my love 
of art, design and artists with a larger audience 
makes my job ideal and rewarding.
Favorite stories: One-on-one interviews 
with the artists themselves. Last year, I have 
a tie between “The Art of the Inevitable,” an 
interview with Chicago artist/sculptor Bernard 
Williams, and “A Social Practice Artist” with 
Corey Hagelberg, an artist/printmaker from 
Miller Beach. Both gentlemen were wonderful to 
interview, very forthcoming and honest.

Favorite movies: My favorite movies speak to 
some universal revealing truth, such as “The 
Imitation Game” or “Ordinary People,” as well 
as light suspense/comedy such as “My Spy” or 
even “Knives Out.”
Favorite books/authors: Generally mystery 
writers and history writers, starting with Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle and moving forward Louise 
Penny, Anne Cleeves, Deborah Crombie and 
David Baldacci. Also, the complete works of 
Jane Austen, David McCullough’s “John Adams” 
and Lucy Worsley’s “Agatha Christie an Elusive 
Woman,” plus numerous other biographies, 
especially those about our founding fathers.
Favorite music: Aretha Franklin and James 
Taylor always lift me up. Paul Simon, Adele, Ed 
Sheeran, Shania Twain, John Legend.
Favorite TV shows: The original “NCIS,” the 
“Endeavor” series, “All Creatures Great and 

Photo by 
James Conlin

 Paper

Small” and the Sherlock series on PBS. 
Right now, I am watching “Vexed,” “Three 
Pines,” “Home Town,” “Good Bones,” 
“Vera” mysteries, “Midsomer Murders,” the 
“Brokenwood” mysteries and rewatching 
Prime’s “Reacher.”
Favorite food: Just about anything pasta 
or a good pot roast.
Reason I love living in this area: I 
love the natural beauty with all the lakes 
(large and small), forests, county parks, 
open expanse of farm fields, cultural 
opportunities and, of course, the people. It’s 
been a wonderful place to raise a family.
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Krasl Art Center, along with Berrien Regional 
Education Services Agency and Box Factory for the 
Arts, will present the 2023 Community Student Art 
Exhibitions.

The event highlights elementary-, middle- and 
high-school students from Berrien, Cass and Van 
Buren counties. The young artists have their work 
exhibited in a professional setting and receive juried 
awards. The elementary exhibit features awards in: 
2-D, 3-D and Video (fi rst and second place), plus a 
$50 collaborative award, and the Jan Stevens Fam-
ily Memory Award ($50 in 2-D, 3-D, Video and Digi-
tal). The middle and high school exhibit awards fi rst 
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Community Student Art Exhibit
and second place in 2-D, 3-D and Video. Sponsor 
awards include the Stevens Family Award ($200), 
the Box Factory for the Arts Emerging Artist Award 
($500) and the Berrien RESA Scholarship Awards 
($50 art scholarships for one student per school).

Held at Box Factory for the Arts,  1101 Broad St., 
St. Joseph, Mich., two ceremonies are planned. The 
elementary reception is from 6-8 p.m. EDT Thurs-
day, March 16. The exhibit, itself, runs through 
April 30. The middle- and high-school reception is 
from 6-8 p.m. EDT Thursday, April 20. The exhibit, 
itself, runs April 7-30. Call (269) 983-0271 or visit 
www.krasl.org for more details.

http://www.krasl.org
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JROTC Earns Award at Event

The Armed Exhibition demonstrates the “Gauntlet” as part of its routine.

Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Junior 
Reserve Offi cer Training Corps earned an award at 
the March 4 Fort Wayne Concordia High School 
military drill meet.

The Wolves fi nished fourth out of 14 schools in 
the Armed Regulation category. Most schools were 
Army JROTC units, some of which consistently 
compete in the All Service Drill National Cham-
pionship in Daytona Beach, Fla. The judges were 
Army recruiters from the Fort Wayne area.

“This drill meet gave the opportunity for...cadets 
to command units for the fi rst time,” Maj. Tom Mc-
Grath, the senior Marine instructor, said in a press 
release. “Sophomore Cadet Staff Sgt. Alexandra 
Reed did a great job commanding the Unarmed 
Regulation platoon. We expect great things from 
her in the next two years.”

WINTER
SPECIAL
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Monday Musicale Competition
April 8 is the deadline to submit applications for 

Monday Musicale’s Student Awards Competition, 
the date for which is Sunday, April 16, at First Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St.

Students in grades 4-12 (or the home-schooled 
equivalent) can audition in the areas of keyboard 
(piano or organ), instrumental (string or wind), vo-
cal and/or musical theater (choreographed vocal 
presentation). Applicants must live or attend school 
in LaPorte County, or take private lessons from a 
county resident or Monday Musicale member. 

First-place winners in the Junior Division (grades 
4-8) receive engraved plaques. A $100 cash award 
goes to the highest-scoring division participant. Se-
nior Division candidates (grades 9-12) compete for 
monetary awards of $300-$500.  

The James J. Guerrucci Award ($300) is open to a 
keyboard player (fourth grade-adult) who must per-
form a self-selected solo and demonstrate improvi-
sational skills on a hymn chosen by the scholarship 
committee. Additionally, pianists wishing to try or-
gan lessons may apply for one of two $300 Organ 
Lesson Grants.

Visit the club’s Facebook page, Monday Musicale 
Michigan City, or contact Sue Cassler at susan.
cassler@comcast.net for an application and com-
plete list of rules.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 

402 E. Coolspring Ave., 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
March 18.

• American Legion Post 37, 756 E. U.S. 20, 12:30 
p.m.-5:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 21. 
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

mailto:cassler@comcast.net
http://www.redcrossblood.org
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Moore Construction
(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 33 years in business



March 16, 2023Page 28
THE

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

Tim’s Shuttle Service
Rides to Casinos, Shopping, Chicago Airports

6 seats available plus luggage
Available 24 Hours By Appointment

260-572-5907 Please Text!

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The library is changing overhead lighting to LED 
fi xtures. They will feature automatic ambient light-
ing, centralized controls for turning on and off and 
conservation in unoccupied public areas. The library 
will remain open during all phases of the project, but 
reserves the right to close if necessary. Areas under 
the work zone will be closed. The goal is to mini-
mize closure time to its collections and services. The 
meeting rooms will close while work is done. 

The following programs are scheduled:
• Spring Angels Among Us at 2 p.m. Thursday, 

March 16. Ange Benz, who leads the discussion, 
can be contacted at (219) 874-3754.

• Rock Star Photographer Bobby Talamine at 
6 p.m. Thursday, March 16. To honor Women’s 
History Month, the library will feature the “Wom-
en of Rock” display in March in conjunction with 
his program. Talamine has photographed every-
one from Chrissie Hynde and Patti Smith to Joan 
Jett and Sade.

• Film showing: “The Fabelmans” at 2 p.m. 
Friday, March 17. The fi lm, which runs 2 hours, 

Michigan City Public Library
31 minutes, is Rated PG-13.

• Irish Music Concert: For St. Paddy’s Sake 
at 6 p.m. Monday, March 20. The program fea-
tures a performance by the Irish band.

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night at 5:30 p.m. Thursdays in March. 
Membership is open to anyone interested in nee-
dle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-stitch, 
crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. All skill 
levels and ages are welcome. Also, the group has 
organized a local chapter of the Warm Up Amer-
ica Foundation. Volunteers are knitting and cro-
cheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that will be 
joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Sesame Street Scavenger Hunt in March. 
Search for Bert, Ernie, Super Grover, Cookie 
Monster and Oscar the Grouch in Youth Services.

• Weekly Crafts for Kids & Teens weekly in 
March. Each week offers a different project. 
Take-home craft kits are available, or create some 
in the Makerspace. Supplies are limited. 

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

❑

The library seeks volunteers to help at least 
one day a week during tax season (through April) 
through the IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
program. The IRS provides some training, and vol-
unteers must pass the VITA test through the inter-
mediate level. Testing and training are online. Call 
(219) 873-3049 for details.

❑

Volunteer genealogists can answer questions from 
1-4 p.m. Tuesdays (Pat Harris) and 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
the last Saturday of the month (Colleen Miltenberg-
er).

❑

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 
Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

http://www.furniturewerks.com
http://www.mclib.org
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March 7, 2023
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Striking Beauties     25   7
2. Gutter Gals      19  13
3. Diagonal Divas    17  15
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Mary Lou McFadden  168
2. Dottie Brinckman   166
3. Nancy Klausner   163
3. Linda Sperling    163
SPLITS
Tina Sonderby  2-7
Diana Holt  2-7
Nancy Kubath  5-6
Dottie Brinckman  5-6-10, 5-10
STRIKES
Nancy Klausner — 4 in a row.
Linda Sperling — 3 in a row.

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

River Valley Garden Club
River Valley Garden Club’s fi rst “spring” meet-

ing of 2023 is at 1 p.m. EDT Tuesday, March 21, at 
Harbert Community Church, 6444 Harbert Road, 
Sawyer, Mich.     

Phil DeRuiter, owner of DeRuiter Greenhouse, 
Three Oaks, will provide information on new vari-
eties of annuals and perennials. Club member/avid 
birder Sue Nuti will give an update on bird migra-
tion and local sightings.

Members will be urged to start new plants for the 
annual garden club plant sale, which is May 20. 

Meetings are open to the public. Contact Elizabeth 
Palulis at (269) 426-3513, email evpalulis@yahoo.
com or visit www.rivervalleygardenclub.org for 
more details.

New Buffalo Township Library
Weekly programs:
• Craft Time all day Wednesday while supplies 

last.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Story Time at 4 p.m. Thursday.
• Lego Club all day Saturday.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Call (269) 
469-2933 for more details.

Public Art Committee
The Michigan City Public Art Committee meets 

at 10 a.m. Thursday, March 16, in the City Hall 
Mayor’s Conference Room, 100 E. Michigan Blvd.

Jennifer S. Smart | NMLS #277082
219-262-6028 ext. 4805

Come on home!Come on home!

Member FDIC Centier Bank NMLS #408076

No matter where you are on 
your home buying journey,

I’m here to be your
home financing guide.

Contact me today!

Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

http://www.rivervalleygardenclub.org
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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In the Area
March 16 — Getting Started with Libby (adults 

19+), 11 a.m.-noon, Coolspring Branch Library 
Meeting Room, 6925 W. County Road 400 North. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

March 16 — Spring Angels Among Us, 2 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 874-3754.

March 16 — Rock Star Photographer Bobby 
Talamine, 6 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 874-3754.

March 17 — ST. PATRICK’S DAY.
March 17 — Film showing: “The Fabelmans,” 2 

p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 874-3754.

March 17-19 — “Oliver!,” Footlight Theatre, 1705 
Franklin St. Times: 7:30 p.m. Fri.-Sat./2 p.m. Sun. 
Tickets: $17, $12/12 or younger. Reservations: www.
footlightplayers.org/reservations, (219) 874-4035.

March 17-19 — “1776,” Marquette Catholic 
High School Rudy Hart Theatre, 306 W. 10th St. 
Times: 6:30 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 1:30 p.m. Sun. Tickets: 
$10/adults, $8/students & seniors. Info: www.
marquette-hs.org, (219) 873-1325.

March 18-19 — The LaPorte County EZ Riders 
Horse & Pony Club Tack Sale, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., LaPorte 
County Fairgrounds, 2581 W. Indiana 2.

March 20 — Teen D&D, 5-7 p.m., LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org 

March 20 — Irish Music Concert: For St. Paddy’s 
Sake, 6 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 874-3754.

March 20 — Family Pajama Storytime, 6-6:30 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org  

March 21 — Virtual Author Talk with Jernard 
Wells (adults 19+), 3-4 p.m., through LaPorte County 
Public Library. Registration: https://libraryc.org/
laportelibrary/24659 

March 21 — Bingo, 5-6 p.m., Long Beach 
Community, 2501 Oriole Trail.

March 22 — Rock Painting Craft Make and 
Take, 1-4 p.m., Luhr County Park Nature Center, 
3178 S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte. Free. Info: 
(219) 325-8315, www.laportecountyparks.org  

Through March 31 — Artwork by Madeleine 

Schooley/the late Barbara Fedder, The Legacy Cen-
ter Gallery at Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 
1719 E. Barker Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sun. Info: (219) 872-9196.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors open/8:30 
a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular Bingo/10 a.m.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 109 Ann St. Doors open: 3:30 p.m. 
Bingo: 6 p.m. Starting Feb. 7: $45 entrance fee 
(includes all cards). Info: (219) 336-3099.

Thursdays — Needle Arts Club to Warm Up 
America Joining Night, 5:30 p.m., Michigan City 
Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3045.

In the Region
March 17 — The Save the Tunes Council, 7:30-9 

p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 
49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

March 17 — The Acorn St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration with The Ike Reilly Assassination,  8 
p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $30 + $5 convenience fee, $55 + 
$5 convenience fee (reserved). Reservations:  www.
acornlive.org

March 18 — Beach Glass Wire-Wrapping 
Workshops, Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. 
County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Times: 10:30 
a.m.-noon, 1:30-3 p.m. Cost: $7. Pre-registration: 
(219) 926-1390.

March 18 — Harbor Country Hikers, 1 p.m. EDT, 
Sugarwood Forest Preserve, 6855 Elm Valley Road, 
Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.harborcountryhikers.
com, Harbor Country Hikers on Facebook.

March 18 — Letters From Home: The 50 States 
Tour, 7 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, 
Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $20 + $4 convenience fee, 
$45 + $4 convenience fee (reserved). Reservations: 
www.acornlive.org

March 19 — Smammals of the Dunes, 10 a.m., 
Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

March 19 — First Day of Spring Hike, 1-3 p.m., 
Heron Rookery, 1336 County Road 600 East, Michigan 
City. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/ind

March 21 — River Valley Garden Club, 1 p.m. 
EDT, Harbert Community Church, 6444 Harbert 
Road, Sawyer, Mich. Info: (269) 426-3513, evpalulis@
yahoo.com, www.rivervalleygardenclub.org

 Through March 24 — Group exhibit, “Sense 
and Sensibility: Poetry in Painting,” South Shore 
Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster.

Through April 12 — Anneke Dekker solo show, 
Pines Village Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines 
Village Circle, Valparaiso.

Through April 16 — Exhibit, artist-poet-arti-

http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.footlightplayers.org/reservations
http://www.footlightplayers.org/reservations
http://www.marquette-hs.org
http://www.marquette-hs.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
https://libraryc.org/
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.harborcountryhikers
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.nps.gov/ind
http://www.rivervalleygardenclub.org
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fi cial intelligence researcher Sasha Stiles, Krasl 
Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. Info: 
www.krasl.org

Through April 30 — 2023 Community Student 
Art Exhibitions, Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad 
St., St. Joseph, Mich. Receptions: elementary/6-8 
p.m. EDT March 16; middle-, high-school/ 6-8 p.m. 
EDT April 20. Info: (269) 983-0271, www.krasl.org

Through May 29 — “Built to Last: Studebaker 
Buildings Past & Present,” The Studebaker Na-
tional Museum, 201 Chapin St., South Bend. Hours 
(Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Sun. Admission: $11 - adults, $9.50 - seniors 60+, $7 
- youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-9714, www.stude-
bakermuseum.org

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Saturdays in March — Bailly/Chellberg His-
tory Hike, 2-4 p.m., Bailly/Chellberg parking lot off 
Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12/20, Porter.
Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Saturdays-Sundays in March — Chellberg 
Farm Open House, 2-4 p.m. Meet at parking lot off 
Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12/20, Porter. 
Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Sundays in March — Miller Woods Hike, 1:30-
3:30 p.m., Paul H. Douglas Center, 100 N. Lake St.,  
Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-
1882, visit www.nps.gov/indu

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Women 
Talking.” Rated PG-13. Times: 7 p.m. March 16, 
4 p.m. March 17-18, 7 p.m. March 19. Also: “Puss 
in Boots: The Last Wish.” Rated PG. Times: 4 p.m. 
March 16, 7 p.m. March 18-19, 4 p.m. March 19. 
All times Eastern. Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, 
(269) 756-3522.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

http://www.krasl.org
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
mailto:friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Looking for a live-in caretaker.

Please call Shelly at (219) 873-5875
Seeking commercial kitchen space to rent.

Call (773) 630-6625 and ask for Lina.
PERSONAL SERVICES

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
Authorized IRS e-file provider: Single-Married/No Dependents, (1) state 
included: IN, IL or MI, $100. Single-Married/with Dependents, $125. If (2) 
states are needed (add $35). Capital Gains (add $100). Rental properties 

up to 3 (add $150). Business no employees (add $150). Business with 
employees (add $250). Corp K-1 (add $100).

Howard Feder: (219) 814-4266, federaltaxsvc@sbcglobal.net
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day. March specials: guy stuff & anything green, 
50% off. (219) 733-2403

 www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-
dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. www.reprographi-

carts.com 

Booyah! We Made It! Daylight Savings Time Started. 
St. Patrick’s Day Friday.

Spring begins officially the 20th, and most golf courses are open! Spring 
forward, fall back! Or should we say, “swing forward full back swing.” No 
better way to start than an upgrade of golf equipment. Call Lefty at (219) 
873-0858 or Chef Shaun (269-929-2420) and tell us what you need or 

desire. We have the largest inventories of golf equipment in SW Michigan 
and NW Indiana. We have over 400 sets & growing daily! Pogo says, “If 
we don’t have it, you don’t need it!” Yogi says, “A bad day of golf is better 
than a mediocre day of work.” Olive says, “Only suckers pay retail.” Lefty 
says, “90% of the game is half mental.” Grip it and rip it. You can’t think 
and hit at the same time. Thank you Yogi. Call us for lower than whole-

sale prices. Namaste Lefty.
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
KV-Staffing is offering private home care services from 1-24 hr of ser-
vice, can start immediately. All staff is licensed, insured and supervised, 

with a nurse on call 24-7. Services offered: daily living skills, errands, 
small meal prep, light house cleaning and more. 

Please call KV Staffing Agency at (219) 243-7160 or (219) 249-7567
IN-HOME CAREGIVERS

Experience in Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Cancer and Stroke 
Clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. 

Call for more info at (219) 809-8183.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

27 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning and vinyl porch 
panel and screen cleaning experts! Check out my 5-star ratings online or 

ask your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 

airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or
 rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com

Attention second homeowners: Non-toxic house cleaning, trustworthy, 
references available. Call (219) 877-5622.

WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 
references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.

EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599
Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile

Handyman: I fix most domestic appliances, assemble kit furniture & bar-
becues, HVAC & much more. References. Call (219) 369-7214.

Kevin’s Lawnmower & Small Equipment Repair
Starting April 1, get your lawnmower tuned up and ready for the season.

Blades sharpened and cleaned up.
Push mower $35 (pickup and delivery available) • Riders $50 

Additional services available. Call (219) 898-0490
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 
washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352
PETERSEN PAINTING

Serving the Michiana area. Interior/Exterior painting. Services include: 
walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of interior painting. Siding, soffits, win-

dows. House & deck washing/staining. Drywall replacement/repair. 
Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. Avail.  (574) 279-1408.

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
mailto:federaltaxsvc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.reprographi-carts.com
http://www.reprographi-carts.com
http://www.reprographi-carts.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Professional interior/exterior painting of any kind, power washing houses/
porches/cement patios, and staining decks. Call Steve Sacks for a free 

estimate at (219) 809-1365 or email alphapainting223@gmail.com
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Great time to call! Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications 
possible. We leave houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very 

reasonable. I have a full crew.  We would be very appreciative to work 
in your home. Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! 

Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

Private Gardening Service
Perennial Care / Containers / Design

FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow removal. Firewood for sale. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-

up. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622, (219) 878-1985

MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Do you sell insurance?
You can earn lucrative commissions selling seniors Advantage Plans.

Part time or full time. Call Roy at (219) 224-3348
Needed: Sheridan Beach house cleaner to flip rental.

Weekday/ends. No regular set check in/out days. Min 2-night stay.
christyconaway@hotmail.com

Friendship Botanic Gardens seeking Seasonal Grounds Crew Member
Work outside in a beautiful environment!
40 hours/week, $17/hour, April-October

Contact info@friendshipbotanicgardens.org or (219) 878-9885
Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club

Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Looking to purchase two burial plots at Greenwood Cemetery.

Contact Jeff at (219) 861-2628.
Want to buy an adult size tricycle.

Call (219) 872-0112
GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.

Estate Sales by Jackpot: “We clear homes”
I buy all types of jewelry, sterling flatware, coins.

Call Lorelei at (312) 953-7306.
Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property

Notice is hereby given that the self-storage units listed below will be sold 
on a public website by competitive bidding ending at 10 a.m. March 31, 

2023, at www.lockerfox.com for the property at:

Storage Solutions
4901 U.S. 12

Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 872-4247

No. 237 — Debra Allen.

Payments must be made with cash only and paid at the facility within 72 
hrs. All goods are sold as is and must be removed at the time of payment. 

Sale is subjected to adjournment.

HOME WATCH
NOW IN OUR SIXTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES

Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA

Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available Oct.-May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515.
Sheridan Beach home for rent. Bi-level, 2BR, 2FBA, unfurnished. 

Spectacular lake view, short walk to beach! $1,600/mo + utilities. 
Call (630) 881-2420

mailto:alphapainting223@gmail.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
mailto:christyconaway@hotmail.com
mailto:info@friendshipbotanicgardens.org
http://www.lockerfox.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
http://www.mihomewatch.com
mailto:jim@infinitymichiana.com
http://www.infinitymichiana.com
mailto:leasing@harborandlake.com
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The Illusionists by Rosie Thomas (available 
in hardcover or paperback online; also available as 
an eBook. 480 pages. )

Atmosphere. It sets the stage for what is to come, 
and this book is drowning in it. And that’s a good 
thing. Character development is essential to a story, 
but so is the setting. You must feel the wind on your 
face, walk the dark, scary alleys, and imagine the 
smell of fl owers in the park. If an author can put 
these elements in your imagination through words, 
then you’re off to a great start!

That’s what this week’s recommendation does for 
you: It takes you back to late 19th century London 
to a time of misery and happi-
ness, as well as a time of hunger 
and wealth, spread out in a patch-
work quilt of a city growing faster 
by the day.

“The swelling vastness of the 
city was diffi cult to comprehend, 
but its annexing of distant fi elds 
made…an unstoppable machine 
that gobbled up grass and spewed 
out streets as it churned onwards.” 

Now, let me introduce you to 
the fascinating people of the time. 
Let me introduce you to…The Il-
lusionists.

In 1885, London is on the cusp 
of great changes. While there is 
still great misery and poverty, a 
slowly growing middle class is 
fi ghting its way up the social lad-
der. Soon, the great city will see 
electricity, hear their favorite 
singers on the phonograph, may-
be even ride in the newfangled 
automobile. But, for the moment, life on the Strand, 
once an area of great houses, is now home to cheap 
ale houses and even cheaper women.

Enter our hero — or could that be antihero? — 
Devil Wix. He doesn’t like the terms magician or 
conjuror; no, he prefers to be called “an illusionist.” 
Tall, dark and handsome, Devil is quick on his feet, 
quick in his sleight of hand and certainly not lack-
ing in self-confi dence. 

One day, stopping at one of his favorite watering 
holes, he sees what seems to be a small boy pick-
ing pockets while the rest of the saloon watches two 
men fi ght. Upon closer inspection, Devil discovers 
his mistake. 

“The child wasn’t a boy at all but a man, his own 
age. There were furrows at the sides of his mouth 
and a jaw dark blue with stubble. A pocket-picking 
dwarf. That was a fi ne thing.”

He calls himself Carlo Boldoni (formerly of Mor-
ris’s Amazing Performing Midgets). So starts the 
beginning of a strange friendship. Carlo leads Devil 
to an old theater, currently under renovation by one 

Jacko Grady. He will call the place the Palmyra. 
Devil, always on the lookout for a venue, persuades 
Grady that he is Carlo’s assistant and the pair are 
hired — the theater opens in two weeks. Now, they 
must come up with an actual act. 

Carlo’s size, along with his ability as a contortion-
ist, put Devil’s active mind to work on a simple short 

play that contains amazing illusions 
current audiences fi nd most appeal-
ing. He calls it “The Execution of the 
Philosopher.”

Enter Heinrich Bayer, a Swiss-
German engineer, with his automa-
ton, Miss Luci. Devil enlists Bayer’s 
help in building the necessary parts 
for his and Carlo’s act.

Add Jasper, Devil’s boyhood friend 
and expert in waxworks, who intro-
duces him to Miss Eliza Dunlop. Ah! 
Sweet Eliza. A free-thinking girl and 
art student who immediately cap-
tures Devil’s attention and vice ver-
sa. Eliza is fascinated by the world of 
the theater and soon fi nds herself a 
part of the ensemble. No children or 
boring family life for her — just the 
kind of woman who attracts Devil, 
yet manages to keep him at bay. But 
for how long?

As this little band of friends and 
co-performers becomes a more cohe-

sive group, a series of events fi nds ownership of the 
Palmyra in Devil’s hands. 

Acts are expanded, new ones put on contract and 
the theater’s reputation slowly begins to grow. Also 
growing is Carlo’s jealousy of Devil Wix. Why does  
he have to be tall and handsome? Why does Carlo 
have to be the freak? Also, Carlo’s silent longing for 
Eliza and his growing knowledge that Devil and 
Eliza are very attracted to each other add to Carlo’s 
frustration and need for revenge.

And then there’s Heinrich, whose love of his au-
tomaton Luci begins to change his perception of re-
ality. Will anyone notice before it’s too late?

As Eliza sagely tells her sister about her life on 
the stage, “It is a way of life that requires a good 
deal of effort, which I hadn’t realised when I entered 
it with too many romantic notions about glamour.” 
Indeed.

The Illusionists was named a Best Book of the 
Year (2014) by NPR and a Notable Book of the Year 
by The Washington Post.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012

find your rainbow
HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY

2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

David Albers ................219.728.7295
Jamie Follmer ..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659
Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask .............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis ...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902
Karen Pavy ....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks .....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym ..........................219.210.0324



March 16, 2023Page 36
THE


