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Telling Tales
of the Ordinary 

and 
Extraordinary

by William Halliar

Benjamin Franklin said, “Either write something 
worth reading or do something worth reading.”

Some people manage both.
Local author Matt Werner is one of them.
What Ben Franklin neglected to men-

tion, though, is whenever you write 
or create anything original, then 
share it with the public, you make 
yourself vulnerable. You give a 
part of your soul to the world 
and hope it is received with 
graciousness and returned in-
tact, if not uplifted

Often, the person gifted 
with such creativity feels no 
option but to share that tal-
ent. 

Ask Werner why he 
writes. His reply: “Every-
body has a story to tell.” 
He is just a guy who feels 
a “need to tell it.” This is 
his passion.

“A writer must refl ect the 
story that he discovers, not 
push the story that he wants 
people to fi nd,” he adds. Wer-
ner believes passionately it is 
his task in life to record true 
stories, perhaps most especially 
the stories of fellow Hoosiers. 

Matt Werner loves writing about regular, ordinary people. Photo by Beth Lapaich.Continued on Page 2
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As a reader of Werner’s stories about Hoosiers, 
folks he has known personally or experienced 
through others’ writing, you get a feeling for what 
sympathetic vibrations stir his memories, interests 
and soul.

Werner has a passion for telling the extraordi-
nary and ordinary stories of everyday ordinary peo-
ple. His stores are fi lled with personal insight, and 
while he insists a story must almost tell itself, his 
inner musings are refl ected in each tale. This adds 
to the richness and color of his writing.

Werner grew up on a farm south of Michigan City 
in the little berg of Union Mills. A young man with 
a very active and curious mind, he grew up amid 
the fi elds of farmers, listening to the stories of old-
timers and one day feeling the need to write these 
down and share them.

Werner is, by nature, a storyteller. A raconteur. 
He honed his craft as a teacher. “Writing is very 
hard,” he says, but admits teaching is even more 
diffi cult. During his career, he has taught English, 
social studies, history and busi-
ness management, both in high 
school and on the college level. 

Werner’s storytelling tends 
to stress personal stories and 
recording local history. It is ob-
vious by reading some of his 
tales that he enjoys spending 
time with people, perhaps re-
laxing over a campfi re or beer 
and just listening to their sto-
ries.

He is generally very reserved, 
but when he begins to speak 
of his writing and the stories 
he has uncovered, his features 
come to life. His eyes sparkle. 
He speaks with emphasis on 
the important aspects of his 
craft as a writer and storyteller.

Werner has written fi ve 
books: Season of Upsets, How 
Sweet It Is, A White Sox Life, 
plus most recently Dispatches 
from a Northern Hoosier and 

Telling Tales… Continued from Page 1
The Patch Players, a true story about the fi rst black 
basketball players in Michigan City. 

How Sweet It Is was culled from interviews, and 
vast research, completed in 2016 for The Beacher to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Elston High 
School 1966 boys basketball state championship 
season.

The Patch Players, which also has origins in 
Werner’s writings for The Beacher, is a real story 
that “revealed itself during research,” he says. 
During that process, he interviewed players who 
lived through an age of segregation. It is the story 
of Dave Greer and his cousin, Bill Wright, and the 
boys who played basketball at Elston High School 
in the 1960s. The teen players couldn’t eat in local 
restaurants, couldn’t try on clothes in stores or were 
not welcome there.

(The Patch essentially was the only housing 
available to black families. It was fi ve acres located 
on Fourth Street and surrounded by Michigan Bou-
levard and Trail Creek.)

“Playing basketball was an escape from the daily 
injustices they faced,” he said. “Their accomplish-
ments changed the history of their city.”

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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Sports, Werner says, “is about people. Sport re-
fl ects life.”

Because of the dedication and inspiration from 
their coaches, these young people went on to be-
come local celebrities in their school and town, thus 
changing the way they were treated, and changing 
life for those who came after them. 

Madeleine L’Engle, the author of A Wrinkle in 
Time, famously said, “You have to write the book 
that wants to be written. And if the book is too dif-
fi cult for grown-ups, then you write it for children.”

Werner’s book about basketball players growing 
up in The Patch has been edited and printed in a 
special version for enjoyment by children, in hopes 
they may be inspired by those who came before 
them.

Werner considers himself a journalist, a writer 
of history and nonfi ction, more than a mere story-
teller. He feels it is important to record local history, 
tell its stores, record its lessons. 

Dispatches from a Northern Hoosier is a collec-
tion of stories by him with “an insatiable curiosity 
and a bit of an obsessive personality,” Werner says. 
These stories refl ect 13 years of research and rub-
bing shoulders with neighbors in northern Indiana, 
collecting interesting tidbits and facts to share.

“You hear about things and then dig to fi nd com-
pelling stories,” he said.

A perusal of the table of contents offers such in-
teresting titles as “Chance and Happenstance,” 
“She Lived Out Loud From Start to Finish” and 
“Running Around Like a Clown and an Idiot.”

Some stories, like “Beer Run – a Research Proj-
ect,” an adventure with Curt and necessary des-
ignated driver Moon, are humorous and personal. 
They share intimate stories of Werner’s personal 
take on life. These stories will surely resonate with 
anyone who has grown up in Northwest Indiana. 

This Beacher fi le photo shows Elston playing Valparaiso on Dec. 1, 1950.

Continued on Page 4
8 MAPLE STREET  THREE OAKS, MI   269.340.0346          
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November 9, 2023Page 4
THE

waves and rays of sun give the illusion of fi ngertips 
gently rubbing over the surface of the cover, sens-

ing the movement of the crashing waves 
through textures seen rather than felt.

As a writer, Werner has many more sto-
ries to tell, and not only in publications. 
In fact, he is working on a PBS program 
about Indiana basketball.

As a self-published author, Werner 
stresses how much work it is to not just 
write the stories, but also create the book 
yourself. Curious folks might ask, “How 
do you become a writer?” Werner says you 
must fi rst become a reader. Novelist Ste-
phen King concurs, writing, “If you don’t 
have time to read, you don’t have the time 
(or the tools) to write. Simple as that.” 
That is the advice Werner leaves for any-
one who wants to be a storyteller.

His philosophy on life, and perhaps his 
attitude toward storytelling and his craft, 
may be summed up in a personal story 
about his mother that is found in Dis-
patches from a Northern Hoosier.

“Make the most of life. Be generous. 
Stand up to bullies. Lend a hand to those 

who are knocked down. Laugh out loud. Enjoy a bad 
movie.”

In other words, live life to the fullest and share 
the joy!

Reading these short histories and stories might 
cause the reader to smile, to fondly recall moments 
in their own lives. “Chance and Happenstance” re-
fl ects on the word “if” — how small decisions can 
change big plans. “She Lived Out Loud From Start 
to Finish” relates the story of a woman who was al-
ways the “life of the party,” who inspired and com-
forted all she knew. 

“Running Around Like a Clown and an Idiot” 
shares the author’s experiences with the famous 
Michigan City photographer-photojournalist Bill 
Swedenberg, his scrapes and adventures experi-
enced trying to get the best shots for the newspaper.

When he writes, Werner says, he thinks about 
who will read his stories, then writes something 
they would enjoy reading. Following the threads 
of his stories is like joining him on a voyage of life 
discovery.

Telling Tales… Continued from Page 3

A word must be said about the unusual, stun-
ning cover art that emblazons each of Werner’s new 
books. One responsibility borne by a self-published 
author is choosing a suitable cover for the printed 
work. Again, Werner’s love of people and their sto-
ries is refl ected in his choice of cover artists. He 
selected people who are personal friends to illus-
trate his covers. Chesterton artist Holly Jackson 
designed the cover for Dispatches from a Northern 
Hoosier. Jackson portrays the familiar view of Lake 
Michigan under a smiling sun in a most unusual 
and colorful manner, using acrylic paint on wood as 
her medium. Even as printed in two dimensions, 
the textures of thick layers of paint applied to the 

Former News-Dispatch photographer Bill Swedenberg (center, with the camera) is the 
focus of one of Matt Werner’s stories in Dispatches from a Northern Hoosier.

Mark Your Calendar
Matt Werner has the following events sched-

uled:
• A presentation on local basketball history from 

6-7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 14, at The Hangar Grill 
Pub, 5 N. Washington St., LaCrosse. Wer-
ner also will share information on “Indiana’s 
Game,” the upcoming WNIT-PBS documentary 
he wrote about the history of basketball in In-
diana.

• Readers Corner from 6-7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
21, at the Coolspring Library Branch meeting 
room, 6925 W. County Road 400 North.

• Cover to Cover book club at noon Monday, Jan. 
8, 2024, at the Union Mills Library, 3727 W. 
County Road 800 South.

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago
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The statistics I can get from the MLS are 
still bogus, so I cannot report on the In-
diana lakefront listings and sales year 
over year. 

So, let me offer some thoughts for buy-

for a home loan. 

New home builders are offering to “buy 
down” the interest rate. New houses are 
more expensive, but they require less 

-
ship. The cost of building has dropped, 
making new houses  more affordable. 

are offering lower rates. These seem to 
be a good bet because they go 3 to 5 

have no “prepayment penalty.” You may 

mortgage at a lower rate.   

money is not bad for the seller. Ask the 

The cost of construction has come 
down. So, instead of buying a new 
house, it might make sense to expand 
your existing house.  Plumbing, heating 

-
es. Floor space with regular windows 

square foot. Once you add plumbing 
and a new furnace, you get up to $250 

reduce your living costs by using new, 
-

tures.

5% again. Think about that as the new 
normal.

Some Interesting Options

Jackpot ConsignmentsJackpot Consignments
“Blowing Out “Blowing Out 

the Warehouse” the Warehouse” 
SaleSale

1919 E. U.S. 12
Entrance on Liberty Trail, Michigan City

Thur-Sat 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

#1 LARGE 
APPLIANCE 

RETAILER FOR 
CUSTOMER 

SATISFACTION!

For J.D. Power 2023 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards

mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

It may be named “Independence Pumpkin,” 
but Father Ken Fleck’s giant veggie, roughly 800 
pounds, is taking the prize this fall. 

Fleck, a 73-year-old retired Catholic priest and 
Sheridan Beach resident, said his great pumpkin 
earned its name because it was pollinated around 
July 4. After he measured it at 110 inches around 
the waist and 109 inches from the stem to 
around the bottom, he turned to Google 
to estimate its weight at anywhere 
between 740 to 825 pounds. 

“It took two of us three at-
tempts just to stand it up-
right,” Fleck says. 

After 44 years of serv-
ing through the Archdi-
ocese of Chicago, Fleck 
knows a few things 
about gardening, es-
pecially about grow-
ing pumpkins. 

“Along with my 
duties as a pastor of 
different parishes, 
I brought to all the 
school children my 
passion for gardening 
and passed along that 
knowledge by help-
ing the children grow a 
garden at all my parish-
es where I served,” Fleck 
explained. “Together, we 
supported local food pantries 
with fresh vegetables. Children 
learned to eat and like vegetables, 
which they grew. I also taught cooking 
classes for what we grew.” 

Spurred by the kids’ requests, Fleck turned to 
pumpkin growing. 

“It was totally by accident that we grew a giant 
pumpkin,” he said.   

The head of the parish council, who is Italian, 
asked to remove the garden’s pumpkin blossoms to 
make an Italian specialty dish, Fleck said. He unin-
tentionally took all the female blossoms off so all the 

vines fed to the one pumpkin left on the vine. This is 
one of the secrets to growing a giant pumpkin. 

There are other tips Fleck readily shares. Get 
a start from another giant pumpkin, for instance. 
His came from a parishioner’s relative who had a 
1,200-pound pumpkin. Use weep hoses or drip lines, 
make sure there’s plenty of sun and don’t water the 

leaves directly to avoid a powdery mildew. He 
also used a 7 pound bag of time-release 

fertilizer. 
At St. George Catholic Church 
in Tinley Park, Ill., Fleck 

worked in tandem with pa-
rishioner Jay Surufka, who 

tended the church’s gar-
dens until age 98.

(He passed away one 
month after celebrating 
his 100th birthday last 
February.) 

The two tried to 
beat their record of a 
243-pound pumpkin 
in 2007 they dubbed 
“Baby Huey.” Two 
years ago, they suc-
ceeded with “St. Paul” 
weighing in at 305 

pounds, then “St. Peter” 
at 315 pounds. 
The “Independence 

Pumpkin,” however, blows 
the others out of the garden. 
Fleck said his own garden fa-

vorites are tomatoes and peppers. 
Cucumbers are a staple, too. 

“Every year, I try to grow a new veg-
etable,” he said. “My mantra is to try some-

thing new.” 
This year’s garden had acorn squash, lettuce and 

his newbies: corn and turnips. 
Fleck shares his story in hopes that families will 

take time to grow gardens with their children. 
“For adults, taking time to plan, prepare, plant 

and care for a garden reduces stress,” he explained. 
“Choosing vegetables and seeds they would like 
to try, children learn to eat vegetables and have a 
healthy diet.” 

Fleck was inspired by his fourth-grade teacher, 
in addition to his mother. When she offered the tip 
that carrots grow well in sandy soil, he bought a 
5-cent packet of Burpee seed and planted them in 
the sandbox he’d outgrown. His harvest consisted of 
27 pounds of trimmed and cleaned carrots. 

“I wish to all successful gardening and a healthy 
lifestyle,” he said.

It’s the Great Pumpkin, Father Fleck
by Kim Nowatzke

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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MARISSA STAPLETON
312.520.3552
marissa.stapleton@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

110000 LLAAKKEE SSHHOORREE DDRRIIVVEE,, ##660077 •• MMIICCHHIIGGAANN CCIITTYY,, IINNDDIIAANNAA
Experience the essence of coastal living in this pristine and fully furnished 2bd, 2-bath condo at the picturesque Dunescape 
Beach Club. This turnkey oasis is ready to become your sanctuary, boasting awe-inspiring sunsets of the majestic Lake 
Michigan from not only the living area and kitchen but also the primary bedroom.The primary suite boasts an oversized 
whirlpool, a shower, ample closet space, & a slider door leading to the balcony.While this unit offers the option of a third 
bedroom, it's presently configured as a spacious laundry/mudroom, Year-round amenities include an indoor pool, game room, 
guest gathering room, outdoor play areas, sauna, gym, and spa-like locker rooms. Additional perks feature a heated interior 
garage and extra storage. It's a gated community ready for you. Embrace coastal living, from beautiful views to an array of 
amenities. It is time to start living the beachfront lifestyle you deserve. 

22 BBeeddrroooommss // 22 BBaatthhrroooommss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$553300,,000000 

mailto:marissa.stapleton@cbexchange.com
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Does my loved one have dementia?

I had a stroke. Can I return to work?

How much can I expect to recover 
from my brain injury?

Call to request an information packet. 
219-243-1912

Lakeshore Neuropsychology
Dr. Lisa Riemenschneider, PsyD, ABPP

1411 S. Woodland Ave., Ste. C.      

lakeshoreneuropsych.com

OPEN WEDNESDAYS 4-8pm 

HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS

THANKSGIVING TO-GO! Less Mess - Less Stress

Teachers for School of 
American Music  have com-
pleted a training session on 
methods for teaching “neuro-
divergent” learners, a term 
specialists use to describe 
people with autism spectrum 
disorder, Asperger’s, ADHD 
and other neurological con-
ditions.

The training was conduct-
ed by Katy Foster, a special-
ist from Berrien Regional 
Education Service Agency, 
a Michigan-certifi ed special 
education teacher and Andrews University adjunct 
professor.

“Neurodiversity” is a neutral term to describe the 
idea that people experience the world in a variety of 
ways. Different ways of thinking and learning are 
viewed as exactly that: differences, not defi cits. 

The training covered characteristics of students 
with autism and other challenges, language to use 
with students who may be neurodivergent and edu-
cational strategies proven effective for neurodiver-
gent students.

For younger students, applying neurodiversity 

training to music education in-
volves skills such as managing 
the learning session, structured 
learning, maintaining focus and 
accepting diversions from the 
lesson plan. For older students, 
teachers often are challenged to 
create alternative, often visual-
ly-oriented ways of presenting 
musical concepts.  

Tim Hindes, an adult student 
at SAM who lives near Sau-
gany Lake, Ind., heard about 
the training and wrote, “I’m a 

60-year-old neurodivergent male 
who has always had diffi culty in school. In the past, 
I would get frustrated with how I was being taught 
and would lose confi dence and quit. The staff at the 
SAM understood me. For fi ve years, they have modi-
fi ed teaching plans to make it fun and interesting. 
Today, I’m still taking classes, playing music and 
grateful.”

The non-profi t School of American Music, Three 
Oaks, Mich., provides education, performance and 
audience opportunities in music in Southwest Mich-
igan. Visit www.SchoolofAmericanMusic.com for 
more details.

SAM Completes Teacher Training for Neurodivergent Learners

Katy Foster conducts a neurodiversity training
for SAM teachers.

http://www.SchoolofAmericanMusic.com
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   Schoolhouse Shop & Dune Clothiers
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Many Thanks for 
The Magic Pantry

Special Foods for the Upcoming Holidays!

Closed Tuesdays
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Come See What All The Talk Is About

Open for Dinner

Tuesday thru Saturday

Enzo’s Attic
Available for Private Parties

or Special Events

VOTED
BEST

ITALIAN
RESTAURANT
in LaPorte County

Multiple Times

Upscale Italian Cuisine Served in a Casual Atmosphere

Downtown LaPorte
601 Michigan Ave, LaPorte • 219-326-8000

ALSO ASK 
ABOUT OUR 
NEW FALL 

COCKTAILS!

Specials available all day Mon–Thu. Weekend specials available after 4 pm. 

110 Franklin St • Michigan City, IN • 219-872-9471 ww follow us

MONDAY 

Meatloaf $11.95
w/mashed potatoes, gravy & vegetable
Beef Manhattan $14.95

w/mashed potatoes, gravy & vegetable 

TUESDAY

Thanksgiving Remix  $12.95 

Mateys Burger $5 Off 
(Dine in only)

WEDNESDAY

Chicken-n-Noodles $10.95 
Beef Manhattan $14.95

THURSDAY

Polish Sampler Plate  $16.95
-

bage roll, w/mashed potatoes & vegetable 
B.L.T. Club $9.95

AYCE FISH FRY

Friday
Served w/ slaw & fries. Limit 2 

reorders – please limit waste so we 

$19.95

PRIME RIB 

Friday & Saturday

& vegetable 
12 oz. $34.95 | 16 oz. $39.99

Add 3 fried shrimp  $3

SATURDAY

Ultimate Seafood Platter

$29.95

!

R RRUR
L

MONDA

MeMeMeMeeeataatatatlololoooafafafaffa   $$$$

w/w/w/w/w/w/w/w/mamamamamm shshshshedededede ppppototototo atatattatoeoeoeoees,s,s,s, ggggrarararara
BeBeBeBeeB efefefef MMMManananannhahahahaattttttt

w/w/w/w/mamamamam shshshshedededed ppppototottatatatata oeoeoeoes,s,s,s,s

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
COMING SOON

WATCH FOR 
UPDATES

ss
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28 Years of Serving 
Great Food in 
Michigan City

Make Reservations Now 
for Up to 70 People in 
Our Banquet Room!

Birthdays, baby showers,
 rehearsal dinners, 

funeral meals

New Menu Items Weekly
Check Our Facebook Page for Specials

New Hours
Tuesday-Thursday 3-8 p.m.* 
Friday & Saturday 3-9 p.m.*

* bar open later

2134 E. U.S. 20 
(corner of Johnson Rd & 20)

(219) 879-0760

Veterans Day Celebration
Purdue University Northwest will honor veter-

ans with a celebration breakfast, open to the public, 
from 8:15-10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 11, at the West-
ville campus Dworkin Center.

Registration is at 8:15 a.m., followed by a buffet 
breakfast at 8:30 a.m., then the program at 9 a.m.

The keynote speaker is retired State Sen. Jim 
Arnold, who was born in Michigan 
City and graduated from Elston 
High School. He is a Valparaiso Uni-
versity graduate with a Bachelor of 
Arts in political science and history. 
He served four years in the U.S. 
Air Force as an air-traffi c control-
ler, including two years in Okinawa 
during the Vietnam War. He later 
enlisted and served three years in 

the U.S.  Army Reserves. His career 
includes 32 years with LaPorte County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce, where he served his last eight as sheriff. He 
served 10 years as state senator and is in his sev-
enth year as a member and current board presi-
dent of LaPorte Community School Corp. board. He 
received the Sagamore of the Wabash in 2004. In 
2012, he was named Indiana Legislator of the Year 
by the Indiana Disabled Veterans Association. He is 
in his 61st year of public service.

He and his wife, Lauren, live in LaPorte.
Visit https://tinyurl.com/42s73ptc for reserva-

tions and more details.

Arnold

Veterans Day Breakfast, Ceremony
Frank & Edward Skwiat American Legion Post 

451, 121 Skiwat Legion Ave., will host a Veterans 
Day breakfast and fl ag-retirement ceremony Satur-
day, Nov. 11.

The breakfast, held in the hall from 7 a.m.-noon, 
is free to any veteran or active-duty military. Non-
veterans pay $10. The fl ag-retirement ceremony is 
at noon in the north parking lot.

WEFM Radio will host “Fun in Michiana” in the 
hall from 9 a.m.-noon.

Interwoven Expressions Celebration
Interwoven Expressions will present its 38th an-

nual celebration from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
11, at Sand Creek Country Club, Chesterton.  

Pieces on display include elements of weave, dye, 
knit, felt, quilt, tat, stitch and design. The 23 art-
ists are from Three Rivers, Lake Leelanau, Grand 
Rapids, Kalamazoo, South Haven, Chicago, Park 
Forest, West Lafayette, South Bend and Northwest 
Indiana.

Visit www.InterwovenExpressions.com or https://
www.facebook.com/Interwoven2023 for details.

https://tinyurl.com/42s73ptc
http://www.InterwovenExpressions.com
https://www.facebook.com/Interwoven2023
https://www.facebook.com/Interwoven2023
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SPICES • TEAS • HERBS
SALTS • BLENDS • GIFTS

161 Lincolnway
Valparaiso, Indiana

spiceandtea.com/valparaiso
219.615.3162

Wall of Fame Open House
Michigan City Area Schools will host a “Wall of 

Fame Open House” from 6-7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
9, at Heritage Hall in Michigan City High School, 
8466 W. Pahs Road. 

Former MCAS employees inducted into the “Wall 
of Fame” – along with family and friends – are invit-
ed. Visitors should park in back and enter through 
Door I by the tennis courts. Guests can view the ren-
ovated Wall of Fame display boards, which replace 
hundreds of smaller plaques. The new confi guration 
provides more space so the district can continue to 
honor inductees. Small plaques from the previous 
wall will be available for any past recipients or fam-
ily members who would like to take them. 

The MCAS “And then Some” Wall of Fame honors 
employees who made contributions to district chil-
dren. First presented in 1976, the award recognizes 
employees from every area: administrators, custo-
dians, food-service personnel, instructional assis-
tants, maintenance personnel, paraprofessionals, 
teachers, transportation staff and secretarial staff. 
Inductees are honored each spring at the annual 
Employee Retirement and Wall of Fame dinner.

Visit http://educateMC.net/WOF for more details.

LaPour Brew & Wine Fest
The eighth annual LaPour Brew & Wine Fest, 

complete with eight wineries, is from noon-4 p.m.  
Saturday, Nov. 11, at LaPorte Civic Auditorium, 
1001 Ridge St.

Participating wineries include Lemon Creek, 
St. Julian, Running Vines, Ash & Elm, Chill Hill, 
Round Barn, Aftermath and Tabor Hill. New brew-
eries include Foreign Local, Fuzzyline Brewing, 
Duneland Distillery, Round Barn (beer and wine) 
and South Bend Brew Werks. Returning vendors 
include Michigan City’s Burn’ Em Brewing.

VIP admission is at noon, with general admission 
at 1 p.m. Entertainment is by Smalltown & More 
Unplugged.

Tickets range from $15-$65. Make reservations 
at https://tinyurl.com/3marjak2

Barker Mansion Reopening
Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St., will reopen 

for the holiday season starting from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 10.

Guests can expect visits from Santa Claus, holi-
day-themed crafts and a hot cocoa bar. Self-guided 
tours include the fi rst and second fl oors, and the 
permanent exhibit “Haskell & Barker Car Compa-
ny and The Legacy of Freight.” 

Tickets cost $16.50 for adults and $10 for youth 
(2-17) and seniors. Visit https://barkermansion.org/
events/ for tickets.

http://educateMC.net/WOF
https://tinyurl.com/3marjak2
https://barkermansion.org/
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After seeing “The Bucket List” (2008) with Jack 
Nicholson and Morgan Freeman, I reckoned it was 
time to get me one of them “do and then die” lists.

Lots and lots of big, fancy things to fi nally do 
before kicking the bucket, like jumping out of air-
planes, running with the bulls and such.

(By the way, when was the last time you saw 
someone actually kick a bucket when he/she died?)

First on my list would be a so-called “Neptune 
Party,” just for me. That’s the festival they used 
to have for you in the U.S. Navy after crossing the 
equator for the fi rst time. I was in the Navy from 
1973-1979, but I never crossed “the line;” thus, I 
never had me a proper Neptune Party, complete 
with some old salt dressed up as Neptune himself.

Oh well. There was, after all, a fair amount of 
mockery involved, so, again, oh well.

But I do wish a neighbor well as he circumnavi-
gates the globe on an actual sailing ship. By all ac-
counts, he did have himself something of a Neptune 
Party as he sailed across the equator. But his son 
recently reported that his dad is: 1. hot, 2. tired, 3. 
overworked, and 4. underslept. Other than that, he 
is having the time of his life as he ticks off a really 
big item on HIS bucket list.

Do I wish I were with him?
Nah.

Not gonna happen.
Not on my bucket list.
So, I will live happily ever after without having 

some silly Neptune Party.
But what about another item on my bucket list: 

visiting Australia and New Zealand?
I was obsessed with the “lands down under” as a 

high school student. In fact, I knew so much about 
Australian politics, history and geography my ju-
nior year, I earned a posting to the “Host Corps” at 
the Boy Scout World Jamboree in 1967. Although I 
was assigned to host a German troop because of my 
passing command of their language, I chatted up 
every Aussie and Kiwi I met at the jamboree, out 
there in Idaho. And, I promised them I would one 
day visit their fabled lands.

Alas, that never happened. And, as I cruise 
through my 70s, I don’t see it happening. Not in this 
lifetime, anyway.

Oh well.
Another item that will never be checked off my 

bucket list. No worries, and certainly no regrets. I 
occasionally listen to a disgruntled Australian on 
the Internet, and that’s really all I need. I’ll live if I 
never pet a koala. But, I can always look them up in 
my desktop dictionary and discover that the koala 
is a “furry, tree-dwelling Australian marsupial.”  In-
ternational zoology right at my fi ngertips, without 
shelling out a single shekel.

Now that I think about it, attending that world 
jamboree in 1967 pretty much took care of my buck-
et list...for life.

Well, there was the not-so-small matter of fi nding 
a wife for life. That was on my bucket list from kin-
dergarten until Aug. 13, 1977, when I wed the fair 
and lovely Natalie DeViney.

Natalie and I met on a blind date in late Novem-
ber 1976. Neither of us were getting anywhere on 
the fi nd-a-mate front. Natalie had asked a co-work-
er to fi x her up with one of his pals from his previ-
ous place of employment, the late, great City News 
Bureau of Chicago.

“Surely, Vince, you must have some single friends.  
Fix me up,” Natalie told our mutual friend.

Vince had some prospects, but none were inter-
ested or available. Finally, he went with the C team 
and called me. I only agreed to meet this “kind-of-
a-women’s-libber” because I was after a job at the 

Not Gonna Happen

Life With
Charley
Charles McKelvy
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consortium of trade magazines 
where Vince and Natalie worked. 
I fi gured I’d get a free lunch and 
a possible job lead out of it...and 
that would be all she wrote.

So who knew I was about to 
scratch off the biggest item on 
my bucket list: fi nding a wife for 
life? I had no clue. I was clueless 
in Chicago until I stepped off the 
elevator and got gobsmacked by 
what can only be described as a 
ravingly beautiful creature.

“Where have you been?!?” she 
screamed at me.

I was about to do an about-face 
and summon the next downward 
elevator when good-old Vince ap-
peared and said to the screamer, 
“He’s not from City Bonded (a 
messenger service). He’s here to 
meet Natalie.”

“Oh.” That was it. Just, “Oh.”
Oh well.
I exhaled and followed Vince 

to meet the beauty of my bucket 
list: the one, the only, Natalie 
DeViney.  Yes, the love of my life who would become 
my wife on Aug. 13, 1977.

Natalie and I soon created our own bucket list.  
We began ticking off items such as: bicycle touring 
here, there and everywhere in Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Indiana and Michigan; moving to Michigan and liv-
ing where the whole world goes on vacation; and 
taking a grand railroad tour. As for the latter, we 
originally wanted to ride The Trans-Siberian Ex-
press from Moscow to Vladivostok, then go to Mon-
golia and sleep in a yurt. Never happened and, most 
likely, not gonna happen. We just don’t have the 
scratch. Or the time. Or the energy.  Not to mention 
the dire world situation.

So, we are more than content with the memories 
of our trip-of-a-lifetime on VIA’s Canadian from 
Toronto to Vancouver. That was in December 1984 
when Natalie was invited to address a conference 
in Vancouver about her recent book: Pension Fund 
Investments in Real Estate: A Guide for Plan Spon-
sors and Real Estate Professionals.

We planned to fl y until I came up with the follow-
ing brilliant idea: “Let’s take Amtrak from Chicago 
to Toronto, and then VIA from Toronto to Vancou-
ver.  It would be the trip of a lifetime; I could write 
about the trip for a trains magazine. You’d give 
your conference, we’d tour Vancouver which is sup-
posed to be amazing, and then we’d fl y home. What 
do you say?”

“Yes.”
And so we went by rail — all the way from Chi-

cago to Toronto to Vancouver. And, yes, I did see 

my article about the trip appear in the March 1985 
edition of Passenger Train Journal. They even put 
my photo of our train, The Canadian — stopped in 
Field, British Columbia — on the cover. I framed 
that photo. We have it hanging in our living room 
as a reminder that we don’t need no more stinkin’ 
bucket lists.

We’ve been there, and done all that we really 
want to do.

Now, our only goal is to eat a healthy diet, get 
plenty of exercise and sleep, and live to ripe old ages 
— in one another’s loving company.

 We took the train across Canada in December 1984. That was a big check off our bucket list.
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“Pain Hustlers” isn’t the fi rst movie to explore the 
American dream crippled by greed. Heck, there’s a 
formula to it, even for those lifted from fact. The 
aimless desperation, the exhilarating ascension to 
the top, followed by the catastrophic downfall.

“Pain Hustlers,” however, is one of the few of its 
breed where the price of greed arrives with a lack of 
phony cynicism…and we have Emily Blunt to thank 
for that.

Blunt (“The Devil Wears Prada,” the “Quiet 
Place” series) is an actress who, when attached to a 
project, I take interest. It will be a given she’ll proj-
ect strength. Intelligence. A range that spans com-
edy and drama. Other actresses like that, for me 
at least, include Jamie Lee Curtis, Angela Bassett, 
Kathy Bates and Jane Lynch.

In “Pain Hustlers,” Blunt is outstanding as a 
woman who fl irts with sleaze but, here’s the thing, 
owns up to it in the end.

The new Netfl ix fi lm is lifted from a 2018 New 
York Times Magazine article by Evan Hughes, which 
he expanded into the 2022 book The Hard Sell. At 
the center is the opioid epidemic, in this case phar-
maceutical fi rms that strike it rich by bribing doc-
tors to prescribe fentanyl regardless of the risks.

Blunt plays Liza Drake, a high school dropout 
who drifted through jobs, married, had a daughter, 
divorced and, as the movie begins, is working in a 

strip club. It is there she meets Pete Brenner (Chris 
Evans), and she quickly sizes him up as a pharma-
ceutical rep. She doesn’t know the half of it. His em-
ployer is a failing start-up in a cruddy strip mall 
in central Florida. He is impressed by her smarts, 
later fudging her resume and getting her hired as 
his colleague.

Anyone who has experienced a doctor’s waiting 
room, observing a pharmaceutical rep zeroing in for 
the kill with gift baskets or takeout food, will appre-
ciate how “Pain Hustlers” depicts Liza’s early strug-
gles. But she is a quick study. She not only knows 
how to make key connections, but also how to make 
those connections work to her benefi t. Pretty soon, 
Liza has revitalized the company into an astound-
ing success, and with Pete by her side.

The key drug referenced in the movie, Lonafen, 
is not real, but based on Subsys (fentanyl), which is 
used to treat breakthrough cancer pain. What ulti-
mately destroys Liza and Pete’s company is when 
greed clouds their judgment, forcing doctors to pre-
scribe the drug beyond its intended purpose. That 

Liza (Emily Blunt) and Pete (Chris Evans) are celebrated at work by their boss (Andy Garcia) for making their company successful in “Pain Hustlers.”

★ ★ ★
“Pain Hustlers”

Running time: 122 minutes. Netflix. Rated R for language 

throughout, some sexual content, brief nudity and drug use.

1/2

Blunt Transforms “Pain Hustlers” Into an Emotional Journey
by Andrew Tallackson
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is when we see the devastating ef-
fects of fentanyl.

Blunt is an interesting choice to 
play Liza. On average, she brings 
an innate goodness to characters 
she plays. So, watching Liza tread 
the line, succumbing to the life 
she’s desired, becomes the emo-
tional core of the fi lm. It’s not so 
much that Liza wants to be rich. 
She wants to be respected, and if 
letting ethics slide is the collateral 
damage, well...

Blunt achieves that struggle 
with ease, while Evans, as Pete, 
conveys everything wrong with 
what the two are doing. Blunt may 
toy with sleaze, but Evans devours 
it whole. It’s refreshing, to see the 
actor like this. Playing Captain 
America for eight years required 
him to fi nd one note to play and 
stick with it. Here, Pete makes no 
apologies for doing whatever it takes. The perfor-
mance is kinetic. It’s all about the “sell.”

“Pain Hustlers” was directed by David Yates, 
who directed installments fi ve through seven in the 
“Harry Potter” franchise. I found him an odd choice, 
more at home with quieter character moments, less 
inventive with the fantastical elements. But here, 
he’s in his zone because the story is all about char-
acter. He achieves the right tone for the fi rst half, 
charting Liza’s rise with an intoxicated pace. And, 
he’s populated his fi lm with wonderful character ac-
tors, including Andy Garcia as the head of the phar-
maceutical fi rm and Catherine O’Hara as Liza’s 
rough-around-the-edges mother.

It is the movie’s second half, though, that really 
hits home. All the likable qualities Blunt can invest 
into a character come into play. Liza has to take a 
hard look at herself when Lonafen deals its deadly 
hand. I was genuinely moved by Blunt, by how Liza 
doesn’t just turn whistleblower. How she accepts 
the consequence of her actions is a study in human-

The end of the movie, when success turns to disgrace, features some of Blunt’s best work.

ity at its best and worst. 
There is no happy ending to “Pain Hustlers,” but 

thanks to Blunt, we don’t entirely despise Liza. 
She’s given us a reason to care.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

Est. 1985

New Location

912 Franklin St., Michigan City • (219) 879-6168
Tuesday-Thursday 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Friday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturday By Appointment
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Trunk or Treat Time
         In and Around Long Beach Community Center

All photos taken by Andrew Tallackson on Tuesday, Oct. 31.
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I am a sucker for a survival story. They fascinate 
me. Truth is, in these scenarios, I’d last all of fi ve 
minutes. But in fi lms like “Cast Away” and “The 
Martian,” the characters achieve the impossible by 
relying on their wits to defeat death.

“Nowhere,” a Spanish import generating huge 
traffi c on Netfl ix, makes a solid case for why these 
tales never grow old. Added proof, too, that judging 
a book by its cover is a no-no. When the movie fi rst 
dropped on Netfl ix, it looked, well, dumb. Wildly 
improbable. And it is. But thanks to the persua-
sive performance by its star, Anna Castillo, and a 
screenplay by four people, no less, that contains a 
few ingenious surprises, the result is never dull.

The movie opens with vague details involving a 
totalitarian government in Spain and an extreme 
shortage of just about everything for its people, 
whose immediate response is to fl ee. Director Albert 
Pintó treats the early scenes like a refugee tale. The 
plan for Mia (Castillo) and Nico (Tamar Novas) is 
to sneak into Ireland by way of cargo ship. They’re 
joined by a handful of others, but apprehended by 
police and placed in large containers. Mia and Nico  
are separated, but cell phones keep them connected. 
Later, a storm violently rocks the ship, tossing the 
containers into the turbulent sea.

How Mia ends up being the only one in her con-
tainer, with only a few items at her disposal, is rath-
er complicated. Maybe too complicated. Needless to 
say, the other containers, weighted down with peo-
ple and large machinery, sink.

Oh yeah, there’s one other complication.
Mia’s pregnant. Like, really pregnant.

So, you have a lot here. A lot that strains credibil-
ity, including damaged phones that miraculously 
still receive cell service.

Having said that, you get caught up in Mia’s 
determination to stay alive, to outthink every cri-
sis that could send her to the bottom of the ocean. 
Pintó  asks a lot of his star. At one point, she ap-
pears completely nude, not for smutty cheap thrills, 
but when Mia gives birth within the fl ooded con-
tainer. And Castillo rises to the challenge at every 
turn, bolstered by a screenplay that gives Mia the 
tools to survive at all costs. It is a tough, uncompro-
mising performance. And, there are moments when 
you gasp in admiration at how Mia makes the best 
use of the ship’s items. How she fi lters water out of 
the container. Catches fi sh while at the same time 
rocking her child back to sleep. Whatever silliness 
exists within the fi lm, you cast it aside because of 
the fi erce drive by Castillo, as Mia, to keep going.

The fi nal scene of “Nowhere” is more wishful 
thinking than based in reality. But again, Castil-
lo’s ferocious intensity pulls you back in. The mov-
ie could be about many things, but in the end, it’s 
purely about what a mother will do to save her child.

And we are riveted by it.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

★ ★ ★
“Nowhere”

Running time: 109 minutes. Netflix.

Rated TV-MA for brief nudity and violence.

“Nowhere” Trumps Silly 
Premise with Taut Tale

of Survival
by Andrew Tallackson
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FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 7pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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Senior Discount 
7 Days a Week 7am – 10am
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OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!

CARPET AND LVT FLOORING ON SALE
FROM SELECT VENDORS

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS
SALEWHILE IT LASTS!!

Duneland Home and Pro Hardware
1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, IN 46360

219-878-1720
Closed on Sundays
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Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

Unity Foundation of LaPorte County announced 
$190,000 in Power for Good Community Grants 
during its annual luncheon and grant celebration.

The recipients and their programs are:
• Advancing Christ’s Kingdom Ministries-Michi-

gan City: ThanksGIVING Turkeys.
• Anthony Adams House: Save Our Youth.
• Arts in the Park: Arts in the Park Summer Con-

cert Series.
• Boys & Girls Clubs of LaPorte County: Westville 

Club Expansion.
• Catholic Charities: Safe Haven Homeless Pre-

vention.
• Citizens Concerned for the Homeless: Sand Cas-

tle Shelter for Homeless Families Renovation, 
Phase II.

• City of LaPorte Police Department: Community 
Needs Fund.

• Community Food Pantry of Galena, Hudson, 
Kankakee and Wills townships.

• Dunebrook: Child Advocacy Center.
• Dunes Arts Foundation: Creative Theatre Arts 

Program for Safe Harbor Summer Camp Stu-
dents.

• Family Advocates: Inside Out Dads Pilot Pro-
gram with LaPorte County Jail.

• Fly High Youth Services: SOARING Through the 
Holidays.

• Hope Center: Helping Our People Excel-Rebuild-
ing the Westside.

• Interfaith Community PADS: Emergency Shelter 
for Men, Women and Children.

• Intrepid Phoenix: Fitness for recovery from sub-
stance abuse disorder in LaPorte County.

• Junior Achievement of Northern Indiana: El-
ementary Programming-Michigan City Area 
Schools.

• LaPorte County Drug Free Partnership: LaPorte 
Crisis Intervention Team-Improving Responsive-
ness to Mental Health and Substance Use Crises.

• LaPorte County Public Library: Dolly Parton’s 

Power for Good Community Grants

Representatives from the grant recipients pose for a group picture.
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 Imagination Library in LaPorte County.
• LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra: Side by 

Side Concert with Local Music Educators.
• LaPorte High School: SlicerTech Robotics.
• LaPorte County Habitat for Humanity: LaPorte 

Build on McCollum and Woodward streets. 
• LaPorte Lake Association: Pine and Stone lakes 

weed treatments, lake equality and walleye 
stocking to lakes.

• Leadership LaPorte County: 2023-2024 High 
School Leadership Program & Youth Advisory 
Council.

• LETSGO City: LETSGO Get It.
• Michiana Humane Society: Kitten & Puppy Fos-

ter Support.
• Michigan City Area Schools: “Future Wolves” El-

ementary Sports Program.
• Michigan City Art League: Bringing the love of 

art to everyone in the community.
• Michigan City Holiday Meals: Free Holiday 

Meals.
• Michigan City House of Hope.
• Michigan City Police Department: Community 

Needs Fund.
• North Central Community Action Agencies: 

Health and Hygiene for Youth.
• Open Door Adolescent Health Center.
• Open Door Community Alliance: Medication As-

sistance Program.
• Paladin: Reducing Social Isolation through 

Transportation Services.
• The Play for Jake Foundation: Meet Ready Eddy. 
• READ LaPorte County: Tutor Recruiter.
• Sacred Heart Food Pantry at St. Mary: Healthy 

Families.
• The Salvation Army of LaPorte Indiana: Client 

choice food pantry.
• Service League of Michigan City: Equipment In-

ventory Additions.
• Social and Learning Institute: Science & Nature 

Exploration.
• South Central Jr. Sr. High School: Engineering 

and Robotics Equipment Supplement. 
• Stepping Stone Shelter for Women: Shelter Meals 

and Food Security Program.
• Trinity Episcopal Church: Trinity Community 

Food Pantry.
• Worthy Women Recovery Home: Worthy Home.
• Youth Service Bureau of LaPorte County: School 

Buddies. 
The following funds provided additional sup-

port for this year’s grants: LaPorte County Mental 
Health Fund, Glick Foundation Fund for the City 
of LaPorte, George H. and Madeline A. Smrt West 
Side Neighborhood Fund, Kay Franklin Commemo-
rative Fund, Charles Westcott Youth Fund, Polad 
Animal Care Endowment Fund, Barry Dulyea Arts 
Fund for Children and the LaPorte County Educa-
tional Advancement Fund.
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:
• Duneland Stamp Club at 4 p.m. Thursday, 

Nov. 9. The club meets the second Thursday of 
each month. New members are invited.

• “Attitude of Gratitude: A Thanksgiving Phi-
losophy With Ange Benz” at 2 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 13. Call Benz at (219) 874-3754 for addition-
al information.

• Any Book Book Club (adults only) from 5-6 
p.m. Monday, Nov. 13. Participants can discuss 
any books they are reading. Meetings are the sec-
ond Monday of the month. Light refreshments 
will be served.

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in 
November. Membership is open to anyone in-
terested in needle arts such as crochet, needle-
point, cross-stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand 
stitching. All skill levels and ages are welcome. 
Also, the group has organized a local chapter of 
the Warm Up America Foundation. Volunteers 
are knitting and crocheting handmade squares 

(7x9 inch) that will be joined together to make 
full-size afghans.

• Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4 
p.m. Tuesdays in November. Harris can offer 
tips and advice on how to research a family tree 
or fi nd genealogical record

• Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from 
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays in November. Create 
with LEGO WeDo, Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozo-
bots and 3-D pens. Children 12 and younger must 
have a parent or guardian attend with them.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Tinkercad 3-D Modeling (ages 9-17) from 4-5 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 15, in the Makerspace.
Registration is required for the program that in-
volves Tinkercad, a free online collection of soft-
ware tools. This session serves as an introduction 
to 3-D design, art and printing. No experience 
is necessary. All registered participants receive 
a 3-D print of his/her creations. Register at the 
Youth Services desk or call (219) 873-3045 for 
more info. Space is limited.

• Trivia Night for Adults from 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 13. Participate with a team 
of family and friends. Prizes go to the fi rst- and 
second-place teams. Registration is required, 
because limited spots are available, at tinyurl.
com/3kjpakm4. Light refreshments will be 
served. Call Sydney at (219) 873-3044 or Molly at 
(219) 873-3042 for more details.

• Mythical Creature Scavenger Hunt in No-
vember. Visit Youth Services, fi nd all the mythi-
cal creatures and win a prize.

• Weekly Crafts for Kids & Teens. Each week of-
fers a different project. Take-home craft kits are 
available, or create some in the Makerspace.  
Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 

Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

Michigan City Public Library

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.mclib.org
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NB Library Community Forum

William Hazelgrove, a prolifi c speaker and author 
on historical American fi gures, will discuss the last 
two years of President Teddy Roosevelt’s life at 6:30 
p.m. EST Monday, Nov. 13, at New Buffalo Town-
ship Library, 33 N. Thompson St.

The free program, part of the library’s community 
forum, is sponsored by the Friends of the New Buf-
falo Library.

Failing health and personal disappointment 
characterized the Rough Rider’s fi nal days (1917-
1919). Racked by rheumatism, a ticking embolism, 
pathogens in his blood, a bad leg from an old injury 
and a bullet in his chest from an assassination at-
tempt, Roosevelt’s request for his own cavalry regi-
ment in World War I was turned down. The death 
of his son, Quentin, in the skies over France proved 
devastating. 

Hazelgrove is a frequent speaker in the library 
series. He has led programs on: Woodrow Wilson’s 
wife, Edith, who took over her husband’s duties fol-
lowing a stroke; Henry Knox, a Boston bookseller 
who saved Washington’s army by delivering cannon 
despite impossible odds; and Sally Rand, arguably 
America’s fi rst sex symbol.

River Valley Garden Club
Jack Pizzo will discuss “Restoring Michigan’s Eco-

systems” during the River Valley Garden Club meet-
ing at 1 p.m. EST Tuesday, Nov. 14, at Harbert Com-
munity Church, 6444 Harbert Road, Sawyer, Mich. 

Pizzo has a Bachelor of Science in ornamental 
horticulture and a Master of Science in restora-
tion ecology from the University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign. He is a professional landscape 
architect, certifi ed prescribed burn manager and  
certifi ed nursery professional. He has been restor-
ing ecosystems and growing native plants for more 
than 35 years. His Three Oaks offi ce has restored 
Michigan and Indiana ecosystems since 2001.

The public is invited. Contact Elizabeth Palulis 
at (269) 362-4564 or email her at evpalulis@yahoo.
com, or visit www.rivervalleygardenclub.org for 
more details.

Moore Construction
(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 33 years in business

http://www.rivervalleygardenclub.org
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LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 
curbside pickup service using meeScan.

New users can download the meeScan app 
through options such as Apple and Google Play. 
Then, place holds on items using a customer ac-
count. Once at the library, check in using the app 
and clicking Pickup from the bottom of the screen 
(or calling the library location). An appointment no 
longer is needed. Add the parking space on the app 
if picking up from the main location. Enter infor-
mation in the instructions box if picking up holds 
placed on more than one account, or if needing addi-
tional assistance. A staff member brings held items 
to the vehicle. Customers using the app receive up-
dates as their requests are processed. Returns can 
be placed in book drops and be checked in within 
24 to 72 hours. At this time, there is no limit to the 
number of items customers can reserve and pick up 
during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
❑

Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue 
fi nes. Customers only will be charged for items they 
damage, lose or never return.  

❑

The following programs are planned:
• Virtual Author Talk with Tiffany Aliche 

from 1-2 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 9. Aliche is a 
bestselling author whose new book is Get Good 
with Money. Visit the website to register.

• Preserve Your Family’s Stories from 3-4 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 9, at the Coolspring branch 
meeting room. Get tips and tricks for storing 
documents, photographs and personal items. 

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
Nov. 10, at the main library. Children ages 3-5 
with their caregivers experience stories, songs, 
crafts and activities.

• Veteran’s Day: Conversations and Coffee 
all day Saturday, Nov. 11, at the main and 
Coolspring branches. Listen to stories from lo-
cal veterans and learn about the LPCPL Digital 
Local History collection.

• Guess the Author from 11-11:45 a.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 14, in the main library Meeting 
Room B. Test literary knowledge by guessing an 
author from a single quote.

• Page Turners Book Club from noon-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 14, in the main library Meet-
ing Room B. The focus is Colson Whitehead’s 
The Nickel Boys.

• Getting Started with the Online Job Appli-
cations from 3:30-5 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 15, 
at the main library Study Cafe. Discussion in-
cludes resources to start a resume, applying for 
jobs and fi nding the right one.
LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 

Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

LaPorte County Public Library

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 
Bloomington, IL, State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX, State 
Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto. Bundle &
save.
Call me for a quote today

Warren Attar
Agent
106 Woodland Ct Suite 3
Michigan City, IN 46360
Bus: 219-874-4256
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
www.warrenattar.com

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL  
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.warrenattar.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:

• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, LaPorte, 
noon-6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 13.

• Uptown Social, 907 Franklin St., 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 14.

Donors must be in good general health and feel-
ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

New Buffalo Township Library
• The public can create and donate a wreath 

for a silent auction to support library needs. 
The library encourages wreaths for all themes, 
seasons and occasions. They should be appropri-
ate and suitable to display and auction. Those 
that are noticeably old, worn or damaged cannot 
be accepted. Wreaths may be submitted during 
library business hours. The wreaths will be dis-
played Nov. 17-18 in the Pokagon Room. Open 
bidding is planned at this time, ending at 3 p.m. 
Nov. 18.

 Weekly programs:

• Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
while supplies last.

• Chess Club from 6-8 p.m. Thursdays.

• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.

• Lego Club from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Fridays and 9 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturdays.

• Story time at 10 a.m. Mondays.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Call (269) 
469-2933 for more details.

Shirley Henize Volunteer of the Year 
Shirley Henize Land Trust named Claudia Wood 

“Volunteer of the Year” for her “unwavering and ex-
emplary support,” according to a press release.

Wood conducts water-quality monitoring, main-
tains trails as an Adopt-A-Trail steward at Ambler 
Flatwoods Nature Preserve, Michigan City, and 
supports other volunteer projects. She also was a 
2023 Bringing Nature Home award recipient.

Shirley Heinze also recognized Hans Lagoni, Dale 
Nichols and Evie Kirkwood for signifi cant volunteer 
contributions throughout the year.

G
et Your H

oliday Decorating Done b
y 

a 
Lo

ca
l P

ro

Matthew Karstrand
312.927.8489

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

http://www.redcrossblood.org
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De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

Parents, friends, 
teachers and other sup-
porters fi lled the Michi-
gan City High School 
auditorium on Oct. 25 
as 44 juniors and se-
niors were inducted 
into the National Hon-
or Society. 

NHS President Erin 
Piazzisi led the ceremo-
ny, which also involved 
19 MCHS seniors who 
were inducted as mem-
bers last year. The 
event featured remarks 
from MCHS Principal 
Kyle Dean, Michigan 
City Area Schools Superintendent Dr. Barbara Ea-
son-Watkins and NHS sponsor Kristen Freitag.

The 2023 MCHS National Honor Society induct-
ees included: Abbas Al-Saedi, Katelyn Ast, Gavin 
Baldwin, Emily Blank, Zoe Brooks, Siniyah Bur-
dine, Bailey Chavis, Ella Frever, Jada Gee, Logan 
Grantham, Nathan Groszek, Jaden Hart, Brianna 
Harvey, Kyra Haywood, Brooke Lakin, Katelyn Lane, 
Ayana Malone, Caitlin Mason, Chase McMillon, Jen-

nifer Mezo, Kaitlyn 
Milligan, Emilio Mu-
noz, Hazel Murphy, 
Kayden Nowatzke, 
Nolan Painter, Han-
nah Parker, Khushi 
Patel, Stephanie 
Ramirez, Jhoselyn 
Ramos, Kaylee Rich-
ardson, Jhonatan 
Ruiz, Kailla Sanchez, 
Levi Scoville, David 
Serrano, Christian 
Shanks, Madelyn 
Shinn, Dakota Smith, 
Sarah Sutor, Ava Tay-
lor, Natalie White, 
Naomi Williams, Aav-

erie Wingard, Alyssa Workman and John Zaknoun. 
They joined the following seniors inducted in 

2022: Jeremiah Allen, Sophia Barczak, Esther 
Barnes, Davida Barney, Abigail Bartlett, Keona 
Briggs, Sophie Devens, Angelina Duenas, Sofi a 
Garcia, Madison Gresham, Gerzey Hibner, Tatiana 
Miller, Meaghan Painter, Lorenzo Panozzo, Erin Pi-
azzisi, Krystani Quinn, Ashley Sparks, Andrew Vi-
cari and Juliana Williams.

MCHS Inducts 44 into National Honor Society

Art Barn School of Art
Valparaiso’s Art Barn School of Art seeks an in-

structor to work with adults with developmental 
disabilities to provide weekly instruction for an on-
going outreach program.

Successful candidates will have an arts back-
ground, some teaching experience (whether in a 
classroom or community arts context), experience 
volunteering or working with people with disabil-
ities and an ability to adapt to different learning 
styles/means of artistic expression.

Also sought is an arts instructor to work with old-
er adults. Successful candidates will have a back-
ground in the arts/be a working or teaching artist, 
have an interest in lifelong learning and an ability 
to adapt to different learning styles/means of artis-
tic expression.

Visit www.artbarnschool.org or call (219) 462-
9009 for more details. Art Barn is located at 695 N. 
County Road 400 East, Valparaiso.

Duneland Weavers Guild
Duneland Weavers Guild meets from 10 a.m.-

noon Saturday, Nov. 11, at Three Moons Fiberworks, 
402 Broadway, Chesterton.

Gail Pilgrim, of Ohio, will present the program 
“Throw in the Towel.” She will provide tips on how to 
make towels to give, use, sell, display and exchange. 

Meetings are open to the public.

http://www.furniturewerks.com
http://www.artbarnschool.org
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Indiana Dunes National Park
• Saw-whet Owl Banding Demonstration 

from 7-10 p.m. Thursday-Sunday, Nov. 9-12, 
at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center. The Indi-
ana Audubon will shed light on Indiana’s small-
est owl. See them banded following hourly net 
checks. The program is weather dependent and 
cancelled during rain or high winds. Space is lim-
ited. A donation is required. Registration is re-
quired at www.indianaaudubon.org/events

• Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trek-
kers) from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. daily in November 
at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trek-
kers is a no-hassle volunteer option that helps 
keep trails and beaches clean. Temporary pass-
es are available. Visit tinyurl.com/2p83798v for 
more details.

• Veterans Day Film from 2-3 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 11, at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center. 
“Hero’s on Deck” follows World War II fi ghter pi-
lots training over Lake Michigan.

• Fall Colors Hike from 2-3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
12, at Kemil Beach Parking Lot. Meet at the 
parking lot one mile north of U.S. 12 on East 
State Park Road, Beverly Shores. Dress for the 
weather and wear comfortable shoes.

• Chellberg Farm Open House from 1-3 p.m. 
Sundays in November. Rangers and volun-
teers will share the area’s history as visitors tour 
the farmhouse and garden and visit the animals. 
Passes are required. The parking lot is off Mineral 
Springs Road between U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter.
The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-

ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup 

at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.

While parked, call the library phone number 
posted on the numbered space sign, tell staff your 
library card number and he/she will check out the 
items and take them to a table at the parking space 
and walk away. Patrons then can step out of their 
vehicle to retrieve them. Curbside hours are Mon-
day-Friday (1 to 6 p.m. at Thomas and Hageman) 
and Saturday (11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Thomas 
and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Hageman).

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 
100 Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-
7696) is located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. 
Westchester Township History Museum (219-983-
9715) is located at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.

Breakfast, Lunch, Appetizers, Dinner, Desserts
Professional Service • Licensed Bartenders        
Private Events now Family-Friendly!
Social & Corporate Events                                     

DECEMBER DATES AVAILABLE  

4125 S. Franklin • Michigan City • 219.873.9401  
PatricksGrilleCatering.com

http://www.indianaaudubon.org/events
http://www.nps.gov/indu
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the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

the Beacher Business Printers

Business
Cards

911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088

email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

Quality of Life Fair
The Michigan City African American Coalition 

will host a free Quality of Life Fair from 9:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 11, at the HOPE Center, 
222 McClelland Ave.

The newly formed coalition aims to unite the 
African-American community to address shared 
concerns and issues. It is coordinated by Indiana 
Black Expo Michigan City Chapter, LaPorte Coun-
ty NAACP and the Black Business Association of 
Northwest Indiana. Other represented groups in-
clude the ministerial alliance, Drifters, Francis-
can Alliance, Anthony Adams House, City Council, 
HOPE, State Farm Insurance-Bradley Group, City 
of Michigan City and community representatives.  

The fair is aligned with the Vibrant Michigan 
City study conducted by The Brookings.  

Sessions will be held throughout the day. Each 
will include workshops on health, education, hous-
ing, justice, family dynamics and fi nancial literacy. 
Group panels will lead discussions. 

Contact Pat Harris (219-879-6902), Denise Shipp 
(219-877-8242) or Wes Scully (219-878-2034) for 
more information or to reserve a seat.

Senior Center Closes Through Nov. 10
Michigan City Senior Center in Washington Park 

is closed through Friday, Nov. 10, due to the con-
tinuing remodel.

The following activities will be held at their usual 
times in the EEOC Room (lower level of City Hall):

• Monday: Stretch It Out, Exercise, T’ai Chi, knit-
ting and crocheting.

• Tuesday: Mahjong, Tai Chi.

• Wednesday: SHIP, Stretch It Out, Exercise, Span-
ish I & II, Mexican Train/Dominoes and Rummi-
kub.

• Thursday: Woodcarving, Samba and Bridge Group.

• Friday: Chess and Italian.

All other programming is canceled. City Hall has 
elevator access for those needing it. 

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
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Residential • Commercial • Rentals • Airbnb
219.878.3227 • ATLAS-CC.COM

Family Owned/Operated • Eco Friendly Organic Products • Free Estimates 
Powerwashing Available • Full House Cleaning • Weekly/Biweekly

MEGAN FEGARAS • Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and Grout

Insured • 5+ Years of Professional Service

Have Your Area Rugs 
Cleaned By Us!

Pickup & Drop-off up to 20 miles 
outside of Michigan City!

Curtis Flooring
(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile

WOOD CHIPSALES

Celebrating
20 years

Tim’s Shuttle Service
Rides to Casinos, Shopping, Chicago Airports

6 seats available plus luggage
Available 24 Hours By Appointment

 New Phone!
Please Text! 219-898-8320

South Shore Line Special
All active-duty military personnel and veterans 

can ride the South Shore Line for free Nov. 10-13 on 
all weekday and weekend trains.

Passengers should let train personnel know 
about being active military or a veteran. No iden-
tifi cation is required. Up to three children 13 and 
younger ride free with each military personnel/vet-
eran on off-peak weekday and all weekend trains. 
Off-peak weekday trains arrive at Millennium Sta-
tion after 9:30 a.m. and depart Millennium Station 
before 3:30 p.m. and after 6:30 p.m.

Visit www.mysouthshoreline.com or download 
the SSL app.

Oct. 31, 2023
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 

1. Striking Beauties    26   6

2. Pin Ball Wizards      21   11

2. Pin Pushers    21   11

3. Lady Strikers    17   15

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE

1. Ann Bogart  169

2. Diana Holt    163

3. Mary Lou McFadden   157

4. Mary McDonald   156

SPLITS

Nancy Kubath   3-7

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

National Lung Screening Day
Franciscan Health will offer $49 self-pay lung 

scans Saturday, Nov. 11, in honor of National Lung 
Screening Day.

According to the American Cancer Society, more 
patients die from lung cancer annually than breast 
cancer, colon cancer and prostate cancer combined. 
However, when diagnosed in the earliest stages, the 
fi ve-year survival rate for lung cancer is 92 percent.

Lung scans are simple, non-invasive computer to-
mography screenings that use a minimal amount of 
radiation. To qualify, patients must be 50 and older, 
have smoked an average of at least one pack of cig-
arettes per day for 20 years and have no signs or 
symptoms of lung cancer.

Anyone interested in scheduling a scan should 
call (866) 600-1919 to see if they qualify and to 
schedule an appointment.

http://www.mysouthshoreline.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 

In the Area
Nov. 9 — Virtual Author Talk with Tiffany Ali-

che, 1-2 p.m., through LaPorte County Public Li-
brary. Reservations: www.laportelibrary.org

Nov. 9 — Preserve Your Family’s Stories, 3-4 p.m., 
Coolspring Library meeting room, 6925 W. County 
Road 400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Nov. 9 — Duneland Stamp Club, 4 p.m., Michi-
gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3049.

Nov. 9 — Michigan City Area Schools “Wall 
of Fame Open House,” 6-7 p.m., Heritage Hall in 
Michigan City High School, 8466 W. Pahs Road. 
Info: http://educateMC.net/WOF

Nov. 10 — Reopening, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Bark-
er Mansion, 631 Washington St. Tickets: $16.50/
adults, $10/youth (2-17) & seniors. Reservations: 
https://barkermansion.org/events/

Nov. 11 — Veterans Day.
Nov. 11 — Veteran’s Day: Conversations and 

Coffee, all day, LaPorte County Public Library (904 
Indiana Ave.)/Coolspring Library (6925 W. County 
Road 400 North). Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Nov. 11 — Veterans Day breakfast/fl ag retire-
ment ceremony, Frank & Edward Skwiat American 
Legion Post 451, 121 Skiwat Legion Ave. Breakfast: 
7 a.m.-noon. Cost: free/veterans & active-duty mili-

tary, $10/public. Flag ceremony: noon.
Nov. 11 — LaPour Brew & Wine Fest, noon-4 p.m., 

LaPorte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St. Tickets: 
$15-$65. Reservations: https://tinyurl.com/3marjak2

Nov. 13 — “Attitude of Gratitude: A Thanksgiv-
ing Philosophy With Ange Benz,” 2 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
874-3754.

Nov. 13 — Any Book Book Club (adults only),  5-6 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Nov. 13 — Trivia Night for Adults, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Registration: tinyurl.com/3kjpakm4. Info: (219) 
873-3044, (219) 873-3042.

Nov. 13 — William Hazelgrove program (the last 
two years of President Teddy Roosevelt’s life), 6:30 
p.m. EST, New Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. 
Thompson St. Free.

Nov. 14 — Guess the Author, 11-11:45 a.m., La-
Porte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: 
www.laportelibrary.org

Nov. 14 — Page Turners Book Club, Colson 
Whitehead’s The Nickel Boys, noon-1 p.m., LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Nov. 15 — Tinkercad 3-D Modeling (ages 9-17), 
4-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3045.

Through Nov. 22 — “Pets of LaPorte County”  
exhibit, LaPorte County Historical Society Muse-
um, 2405 Indiana Ave., Suite 1. Info: (219) 324-6767.

Through Nov. 26 — “Dancing on the Shoulders 
of Giants: Fresco Painting by Diane Grams,” Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St.

Through Dec. 31 — Work by Michigan City Art 
League, The Legacy Center Gallery at Queen of All 
Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Recep-
tion: after 10:30 a.m. Nov. 5 Mass. Legacy Center 
hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-
Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance 
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 W. 
McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 p.m. 
Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 109 Ann St. Doors open: 3:30 p.m. 
Bingo: 6 p.m. $45 entrance fee (includes all cards). 
Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays in November — Genealogy Help with 
Pat Harris, 1-4 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://educateMC.net/WOF
https://barkermansion.org/events/
http://www.laportelibrary.org
https://tinyurl.com/3marjak2
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:kd3627@hotmail.com
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Tuesdays in November — Creative Tech 
Activities, 3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays though mid-November — Dave Littell 
improv classes, 5-6:30 p.m., Long Beach Community 
Center gym, 2501 Oriole Trail. Recommendation 
donation to center. Info: (203) 219-5700.

Thursdays in November — Needle Arts Club 
to Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

In the Region
Nov. 9-12 — Saw-whet Owl Banding 

Demonstration, 7-10 p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor 
Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. Registration: 
www.indianaaudubon.org/events

Nov. 10 — Berrien Artist Guild annual member 
show opening reception, 5:30-8 p.m. EST, Box 
Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, 
Mich. Show runs through Jan. 14, 2024. Info: www.
boxfactoryforthearts.org

Nov. 10 — The Claudettes with Maggie Kubley, 8 
p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $25 + $4.50 convenience fee, 
$50 + $4.50 convenience fee (reserved). Reserva-
tions: www.acornlive.org

Nov. 10-12, 16-19 — “The Curious Savage,” 4th 
Street Theater, 125 N. Fourth St., Chesterton. 
Times: 8 p.m. Thur.-Sat./3 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $20. 
Reservations: https://4thstreetncca.com

Nov. 11 — Interwoven Expressions 38th annual 
celebration, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sand Creek Country Club, 
Chesterton. Info: www.InterwovenExpressions.com 

Nov. 11 — Duneland Weavers Guild, 10 a.m.-
noon, Three Moons Fiberworks, 402 Broadway, 
Chesterton.

Nov. 11 — Veterans Day Film, 2-3 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. 
Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu  

Nov. 11 — Corky Siegel, 7 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 
107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: 
$40 + $6 convenience fee, $65 + $6 convenience fee 
(reserved). Reservations: www.acornlive.org 

Nov. 12 — Fall Colors Hike, 2-3 p.m., Kemil 
Beach Parking Lot, one mile north of U.S. 12 on 
East State Park Road, Beverly Shores. Info: (219) 
395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Nov. 14 — River Valley Garden Club (“Restoring 
Michigan’s Ecosystems”), 1 p.m. EST, Harbert Com-
munity Church, 6444 Harbert Road, Sawyer, Mich.  
Info: (269) 362-4564, evpalulis@yahoo.com, www.
rivervalleygardenclub.org

Nov. 12 — Open Mic Night Featuring Abbie 
Thomas, 7 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Email openmic@acornlive.
org. Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Through Nov. 28 — Duneland Photography 
Club Group exhibit, “Visions of Reality,” Chesterton 
Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Info: (219) 926-4711, 

www.chestertonart.org
Through Nov. 30 — Artist David Gray, The 

Village Gallery at Pines Village Retirement 
Communities,  3303 Pines Village Circle, Valparaiso.

Through May 12, 2024 — “Indiana Lore,” South 
Bend’s The History Museum, 808 W. Washington 
St. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., 
noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/
seniors, $7/youth 6-17, free/members. Info: www.
historymuseumSB.org, (574) 235-9664. 

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Sundays in November — Chellberg Farm Open 
House, 1-3 p.m., parking lot off Mineral Springs 
Road between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Info: (219) 395-
1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Daily in November — Drop-In Volunteer Pro-
gram (Trash Trekkers), 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter.  
Info: tinyurl.com/2p83798v

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Anatomy of 
a Fall.” Times: 2:30 & 6 p.m. Nov. 11. Also: “North 
by Northwest.” Not Rated. Time: 7 p.m. Nov. 9. Also: 
“Stop Making Sense.” Rated PG. Show times: 7 p.m. 
Nov. 10 & 12. All times Eastern. Theater address: 
6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. Info:  www.vicker-
stheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Illinois Concealed Carry Firearm Curriculum, including renewals.
Certified instructor, top-tier training. Serving LaPorte/Berrien counties. 

Call/text (847) 601-9993, email bpetrigger@att.net, visit 
www.triggerwise.blogspot.com

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 •  www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com 

 “Lefty did it again. Overbought, overstocked, must make room sale 
in process,” Pogo says. “There goes my LaLu tuition,” Olive says. 
Callaway, Cleveland, Adams, TaylorMade, Ping, Titleist, Wilson Staff, 

Cobra, Snake Eyes. Full sets with choice of quality bag. $249. Odyssey 
putters, TaylorMade, Ping, Pyramid, Yes, Bobby Jones, Ben Hogan, some 
with super stroke grips, $49. Wedges by Adams, Titleist, Pokey and Ping, 
Cleveland, TaylorMade, Wilson Staff, Bobby Jones-Jessie Ortiz and other 
custom wedges, $39. Starter sets with bag, $99. Kids sets, $39. Animal 
600cc biggest driver yet, $99. Must see to believe. “Size matters,” Yogi. 

Lost a club? Broke a club? Hate a club? Great time to do a replacement. 
Christmas is coming. Call (219) 873-0858 for appointment. If I don’t 

have it, you don’t need it. Namaste, Lefty. 
A Call Away Transportation and Wine Tours offers transportation 

needs for weddings, bachelor and bachelorette parties, wine tours, airport 
or just a night out! Call today to book your next event at (219) 214-0820.

A Call Away Executive Housekeeping. We are new with plenty of avail-
ability! Residential & commercial, boats & yachts! We are one call away!! 

Call (219) 214-0820
Available to rent for small corporate or private parties up to 40 people.

Full bar, 6 big-screen TVs, 2 dart boards and outdoor bags.
Hilltop Bar, 502 Pulaski St., LaPorte. Call Phil at (219) 363-5632.

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

27 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning and vinyl porch 
panel and screen cleaning experts! Check out my 5-star ratings online or 

ask your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
AOP Cleaning LLC is a cleaning company that services commercial 
cleaning, residential cleaning and laundry. We strive to achieve ultimate 
satisfaction by tailoring our services to each customer’s unique needs! 

Always On Point Cleaning & Support! Call (219) 617-8937.
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 
airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or

 rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
LUCY’S CLEANING SERVICE

Residential/business. Call (219) 727-2078.
ANGIE’S CLEANING SERVICES

Residential, condos, apartments, rentals, arbnb. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasional. Free estimates. Call (219) 814-3499.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured.

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.

EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599
Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 26-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840
B&B Handyman Services

Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-1823
Fully Licensed and Bonded

Interior-exterior remodeling. 18+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms, 
drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 
washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352. 
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Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Professional interior/exterior painting of any kind, power washing houses/
porches/cement patios, and staining decks. Call Steve Sacks for a free 

estimate at (219) 809-1365 or email alphapainting223@gmail.com
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Experienced in other facets of construction. If you have a house issue, 
don’t hesitate to ask me. We do it all from A-Z. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reason-

able. Experienced help. Thank you for any job opportunities. 
Call me at (219) 393-0529.
TIM AND JEFF’S PAINTING

Painting, pressure washing, interior/exterior. Free estimates. (219) 814-3885.
 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)

& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Fall cleanup, snow plowing. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, 
odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Firewood for sale. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-

up. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622, (219) 878-1985

MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.

Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • Snow Removal
Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 

(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com
JUST LEAVES AND MORE

Yard cleanup, trimming, mowing, winterizing, mulching. Free estimates. 
Call (219) 814-3885.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club

Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Jackpot Consignments and Estate Sales

1919 E. U.S. 12 (Liberty Trail entrance), Michigan City
Thur.-Sat. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. We buy, sell, consign and conduct in home 

estate sales. Call (312) 953-7306.
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

HOME WATCH
NOW IN OUR SIXTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES

Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL
Looking to buy your own man cave? A relaxing getaway to call your 

own? For sale: building with full bar, commercial kitchen, walk-in-cooler, 
plenty of parking, dart boards, outdoor bags. Call Phil: (219) 363-5632.

RENTALS INDIANA
Rental: 3020 Mayfield Way, Long Beach. $1,450/month, 12-month 

rental, 3BR/1BA, garage. Call T. Meyer at (219) 871-2680.
4BR/2 full BA, furnished home available for rent Oct.-May in Long 
Beach on coveted Lake Shore Drive. Views of the lake, short walk to 

beach. $3k/mo. Minimum 30 days. Call/text (847) 858-9567.

The Beacher is Hiring!
Part-Time Bookkeeper
We are seeking a part-time 

bookkeeper to work one to two 
days a week. We will train you 

for the position. 
Send a resume and contact information to 

beacher@thebeacher.com, or by mail to The Beacher,  
911 Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

NEED BACKUP POWER, SOLAR 
POWER or SECURITY SYSTEM?

Call Local Resident Ray Maloney
(574) 993-9079

Free Estimate • 0% Financing Available • 24/7/365 support
For all your electrical & security needs

Koontz-Wagner Electrical/South Bend/Est. 1921

KWSERVICES.COM
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The Exchange by John Grisham (hardcover, 
$29.95 retail in bookstores and online; also avail-
able as an eBook and an audiobook. 334 pages.)

Grisham Groupie Sally here with another winner 
from my favorite legalese expert-top author. The 
Exchange is hailed as a sequel to his mega-bestsell-
ing The Firm, but I don’t think that’s exactly right.

Fifteen years have passed for Mitch and Abby 
McDeere, and the book only contains a few sentenc-
es about those years. A story bridging those years 
would have fi lled the gap to being a sequel. Grisham 
likely just wanted to use Mitch and Abby because 
they are interesting characters and certainly fi t the 
bill for this story. It’s a mistake to 
think you have to read The Firm 
before The Exchange. You don’t. So 
let’s not call it a sequel. Moving on…

Grisham gives us a different kind 
of legal thriller with an emphasis 
on international law and mega law 
fi rms. A different area for him, one 
that shows how politics play a big 
part. It is a tense thriller with little 
time spent in the courtroom. Grish-
am goes for political implications: 
Can international law really work 
with terrorists and dictators? 

Mitch is now is a partner at Scully 
and Pershing, billed as the world’s 
biggest law fi rm with “2,000 lawyers 
scattered around the world.” 

It’s now 2005, and Mitch is told 
one of their most respected lawyers 
in Europe, Luca Sandroni, has re-
quested his help in a case for one of Scully’s most 
lucrative clients, Lannak, a Turkish construction 
company, one of the biggest in the world.

Lannak makes the big mistake of getting involved 
with Moammar Gadhafi , the dictator of Libya. He 
got the bright idea one day to build a large bridge 
in the desert — that’s actually true — over a man-
made river that would require water being redi-
rected from another source. The road on both sides 
of the bridge would go absolutely nowhere, but hey, 
it’s only costing $1 billion U.S. dollars, and won’t it 
look amazing? An advance payment of $400 million 
is squeezed out of Gadhafi , but now, he has decided 
the bridge isn’t his best decision. He refuses to pay 
the remaining balance, blaming it all on the Turks, 
of course.

Luca’s daughter, Giovanna, also is a lawyer work-
ing for Scully, out of the London offi ce, and wants 
to help Mitch handle the case with the United Ar-
bitration Board in Geneva, Switzerland. They meet 
in the Sandroni home in Italy, then fl y to Libya for 
advance discovery work. 

A trip to visit the bridge is arranged, but the night 
before, Mitch gets a case of food poisoning. Funny, 
no one else did. He’s in the hospital, and Giovanna 

says she will go ahead and make the trip. After all, 
she’ll have a security team with her.

It turns out to be an ambush, the Libyan soldiers 
killed, the others kidnapped. 

A video showing the violent killings of three Liby-
an soldiers soon makes the press, but it will be sev-
eral weeks before Mitch is sent a photo of Giovanna, 
seemingly alive and well. 

More time will pass before the expect-
ed ransom demand comes around. They 
are to give $100 million for Giovanna’s 
safe return. But just who are these kid-
nappers? They offer no name, although 
Adhere Barakat is suspected. He has 
an army of his own hidden in the des-
ert and hates Gadhafi . So who will pay 
the ransom? Scully’s insurance won’t 
pay because they don’t deal with ter-
rorists. The Brits, Italians and Ameri-
cans...mostly say the same. Mitch can’t 
believe his own fi rm won’t lift a fi nger 
for one of its own. More photos of bru-
tally killed captives show up, one with 
Giovanna standing next to them as a 
chilling reminder of the consequences of 
not paying the ransom. The body count 
goes up as Mitch cajoles and begs, facing 
a deadline the kidnappers have made, 

adamant that if not met, Giovanna will be killed.
Mitch can’t believe Scully’s managing partners 

are so indifferent to using company money to save 
one of their own lawyers. I was out of breath follow-
ing Mitch from Libya to the U.S. to Italy to England 
in pursuit of ransom monies. 

This certainly is a different approach to law for 
Grisham. I like his ability to think outside the box 
while not veering too far from the story’s legal as-
pects.

My only criticism is that the story ends rather 
abruptly. It could have played out a little longer and 
a little shadier perhaps, but that still didn’t keep 
me from enjoying every page. Mitch and Abby come 
across as real and likable, as does Giovanna’s fa-
ther, the sickly Luca Sandroni, for whom I have 
much sympathy.

The fi nal word: I found the following excerpt from 
a Time interview with Grisham: “I don’t spend a lot 
of time delivering messages. People take the stories 
in different ways. It’s often fun to watch people read 
themes into the stories, about loyalty and forgiveness 
and greed or whatever. I just want to tell a story. I 
want to tell a story in such a way that the reader is 
caught up in it, and the pages turn.”

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

2206 CHASTLETON DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN • 4 BEDROOM • 3 BATHROOM • $949,000

Is this the right time to right size? Situated on a very spacious lot and only 5 homes back from beautiful Lake 
Michigan beaches sits this perfect ranch. This home is exactly what you need for your next chapter. Main floor 

primary bedroom is located away from the other two main floor bedrooms, with an en-suite. Gathering area with 
vaulted ceilings just off the kitchen, complete with a brick fireplace to cozy up reading a good book or entertaining 
guests. Lower level is nicely finished with a recreation room, 4th bedroom with true egress and full bath. Additional 
bonus area can be used for extra guests or an activity area for sleepovers with grandchildren. Completely fenced 
yard for outdoor activities and summer fun. Large composite back deck, outdoor shower, gas grill, and screened 

porch with canvas curtains provides additional summer space for relaxing and winding down after a long day at the 
beach. Come and see if you are ready for easy living by the lake!

David Albers ................219.728.7295
Kylee Caudle ................219.221.0678 
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952
Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902

Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494
Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324 
Susan Sullivan Yemc.. 219.617.3731

JUST LISTED
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CHECK OUT THESE PROPERTIES AND OTHERS THAT OFFER EXTENDED STAYS

SHORT TERM PROPERTY RENTALS
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