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Open Arms
by Kim Nowatzke

Japanese exchange student Yuzan Arai is photographed with Michigan City High School host sophomore Jimmy Biela. Yuzan is wearing a favorite
souvenir he bought while here: his Chicago hat. Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

The distance between their homes may exceed 
6,000 miles, but Michigan City High School stu-
dents and their Japanese exchange partners have 
discovered it really is a small world after all. 

Last month, six Japanese students and their 
two teachers from Zama Sogo High School in Zama 
City (near Yokohama, a city of more than 3 million 
people, and not far from Tokyo) spent 10 days with 

MCHS students and their families. The unforgetta-
ble experience gave both sides a chance to discover 
that friendship has no geographical boundaries.

The exchange program, known as the “Sister 
School Visitation Program” in Japan, was met with 
open arms by both sides after a fi ve-year hiatus due 
to COVID. 

“When it comes to world language teaching, our 
focus should be on connecting our students to ac-
tual living, vibrant, real-time, in-person, human, 
dynamic, emotional interactions and situations and 
culture and people,” said Michael Tsugawa (known 
as Tsugawa Sensei to his students), who teaches 
Japanese at MCHS.   Continued on Page 2
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Michigan City Area Schools’ ad-
ministration was just as excited to 
see the popular program return. 

“This partnership is one ex-
ample of the outstanding foreign 
language department we have at 
Michigan City High School,” Bet-
sy Kohn, MCAS director of com-
munications, said. “We are excited 
that this partnership has resumed 
because it gives our students and 
the students from Japan a 24/7 
opportunity to practice their lan-
guage skills, learn about both cul-
tures from a teen perspective and 
form lifelong friendships.”  

The Japanese student exchange 
was born out of a trip Tsugawa 
took with MCHS students to Hi-
barigaoka High School (which is 
now defunct) near Yokohama in 2005. 

“The friendship that grew with that teacher went 
in such a direction that he asked me, quite out of 
the blue, “Can I bring my students to MCHS in the 
spring?,” he said. “That fi rst visit from them to us 
was 2007 or 2008. Since then, it has been interrupt-
ed a couple of times, such as the birth of both of my 
children (March births!) and COVID, of course.” 

As with so much else, the pandemic was a consid-
erable obstacle. 

“COVID was particularly painful,” Tsugawa con-
tinued. “I had just received the student profi les in 
February 2020, and had the host family meeting 
with the families and students I had recruited right 
around Valentine’s Day 2020, when the fi rst glob-
ally prominent rumblings of COVID began.” 

One of these, ironically, was with the Diamond 
Princess cruise ship quarantined in the Yokohama 
port, quite close to Zama Sogo High School. 

“I had just fi nished matching the students and 
families, when a day or two later I had to gather 
them all and tell them that I was so sorry to have to 
call it off ‘because of this virus we don’t really know 
called COVID-19,’” he said. “There were tears and 
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Ryota Fujita (left), a science teacher in Japan, and Yohei Sonoo, an English teacher in Japan (right), 
are photographed with Michigan City High School World Japanese Teacher Michael Tsugawa. 

Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

frustration and that kind of thing then, but weeks 
later we all got sent home for good. The way the 
world was in 2021 spring, it was clearly impossible, 
and for various reasons it was in 2022 and 2023, 
though we tried really hard in 2023.” 

This year, the Japanese students and teachers 
arrived March 9 to an excited, welcoming group of 
MCHS students and their host families. The Jap-
anese students are entering their second or third 
year of high school. 

In Japan, Tsugawa said, middle school and high 
school each are three years, so a Japanese fi rst-year 
student is approximately a sophomore in the Unit-
ed States. Since the Japanese school year starts in 
April and runs through the following March, the 
students visited on their break. 

In addition, science teacher Ryota Fujita and 
English teacher Yohei Sonoo joined the six students. 
While Fujita stayed with Tsugawa, Sonoo went to 
the home of MCHS Senior Enzo Panozzo.  

While Tsugawa has been at MCHS for more than 
two decades, he explained why it is rare for the same 
teacher from Japan to participate in the exchange. 

“Japanese public school teachers fall in the cat-
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egory of ‘civil servants,’ and the way the civil ser-
vice work culture is in Japan, they can expect to be 
transferred to a different school every three to fi ve 
years,” he said. “While that can be a bit confusing at 
times, I lived and worked in Japan for a number of 
years, and understand how it is.

“On the upside,” he continued, “I have had the 
opportunity to meet a variety of teachers from their 
school, which is excellent since I no longer take stu-
dent groups to Japan (for various reasons, but most-
ly unreasonable expense) and have never actually 
been to their school myself. In other words, my con-
nection to the teachers escorting them here began 
the other day when they arrived, and is something I 
hope we will build on for the next few years.” 

The decision to host a Japanese student again 
was an easy one for Aaverie Wingard and her fam-
ily. Her older sister, Kendyl Adney, hosted three 
times before. It was such a positive experience, the 
family was eager to sign up again. 

Parent Jim Biela explained how his family be-
came involved in the exchange program, and how 
he was impressed by “how respectful, engaged and 
grateful” the Japanese student, Yuzan Arai, they 
hosted was. 

“Jimmy (Jim’s son) came to me with this oppor-
tunity, thinking it would be a wonderful learning 
experience,” he said. “I thought it would be a golden 

Japanese exchange student Yurika Matsuguchi attends the Maple Syrup 
Festival at Indiana Dunes National Park’s Chellberg Farm, where she 

was able to tap a hole into a piece of wood for a spile (a wooden peg that 
broaches maple syrup from a tree). Provided photo

Continued on Page 4
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opportunity for our family to have someone from 
halfway around the world to hang out with us and 
we learn from each other. He is a wonderful partici-
pant in the family.” 

Michael and Angela Gresham, who hosted Japa-
nese exchange student Koa Tsuchiya, knew the pro-
gram would be a win-win for their family, especially 
their daughter, Lexi, a MCHS sophomore. 

“Lexi loves the Japanese language and also learn-
ing about Japanese culture,”Angela said. “When her 
teacher asked, she was so excited to host, so her and 
her student could learn from each other.” 

Aaverie’s mother, Roxanne Wingard, said the 
family kept busy during the 10 days with their stu-
dent, Yurika Matsuguchi. This included a trip to 
Michigan City’s beautiful beachfront, where looking 
across Lake Michigan, they saw Chicago. And, dur-
ing a trip to Chicago, they saw the Chicago River fa-
mously dyed green for St. Patrick’s Day, and visited 
Museum of Science and Industry, Navy Pier and the 
world’s largest Starbucks.

“We were also able to take her to the Maple Syrup 
Festival at Indiana Dunes National Park Chellberg 
Farm, where she was able to tap a hole into a piece 
of wood for a spile (a wooden peg that broaches ma-
ple syrup from a tree),” Roxanne said. 

With Aaverie being a City Singers member at 
MCHS, Matsuguchi attended the “Classics Night” 
performance at the school. 

“Aaverie is part of the MCHS tennis team and, 
while here, Yurika was able to participate with the 
team,” Roxanne said. “Yurika had played tennis 
in Japan while in middle school. Yurika told Aav-

Open Arms Continued from Page 3

Japanese exchange student Yurika Matsuguchi shows MCHS Senior 
Alejandro Aguirree how to make an origami swan during a Japanese Club 

meeting. Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

Michigan City High School students Jacob Long, JoJo Caddo, Makayla Sardon and Landen Hall try out kendanas, traditional Japanese skill toys, with 
exchange student Kanro Wakai (center) at a Japanese Club meeting. Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

erie that she may be a little rusty since she has not 
played in awhile, but come to fi nd out she’s an amaz-
ing player! She was even able to play in a challenge 
match with Tsugawa Sensei! I do believe she won!”

Matsuguchi said her favorite activity here was a 
Taco Tie-Dye Party at the home of Aaverie’s grand-
parents, Dan and Cheryl Adney. There, the Ameri-
can and Japanese students enjoyed making tie-dye 
T-shirts, tacos and s’mores, as well as other games 
and activities. 

Angela Gresham said other activities included 
playing foosball, riding electric scooters and just re-
laxing together.

Tsugawa said the goal was to achieve a balance 



www.thebeacher.com Page 5
THE

Japanese culture to the stu-
dents who take Japanese 
classes,” Sonoo said. “They 
did it in English and in Jap-
anese so that our Japanese 
students can practice English 
and students at Michigan 
City High School can practice 
listening to and understand-
ing Japanese.” 

That had an impact on 
MCHS Junior Hannah Park-
er. 

“Their presentations in 
class were very formal,” she 
said. “I got to learn about dif-
ferent cultural dances like 
the Yosakoi dance, different 
geographical phenomena in 
Japan, different fl owers and 
different foods.

“However, my personal in-
teractions with the students 
taught me so much more. In 
class, we normally learn a lot 
of formal phrases in Japanese. 

But with the students our age, I was able to learn dif-
ferent slang and different popular references.”

between “We want to give 
them a chance to do really 
unique and cool things” and 
“they are here to experience 
as much typical American 
high school life as possible.” 

The Greshams enjoyed 
shopping, and visiting Sky 
Zone and Dave & Busters 
Schaumburg, in addition to 
days full of basketball games, 
choir concerts, band concerts 
and play practices. 

With MCHS’ new block 
class schedule, Tsugawa said, 
it was a challenge since he 
only saw each student three 
times in class. Even so, there 
was a Japanese Club meet-
ing where the students could 
practice origami and make 
onigiri (Japanese rice balls) 
together. During the 10-day 
experience, a few students 
even chatted on the air with 
WIMS Radio’s Ric Federighi. 

It wasn’t just MCHS students who benefi tted 
from the exchange students’ presence. 

“Our students gave their presentations about 

MCHS Junior Aaverie Wingard and Sophomore Jimmy Biela, 
who both hosted Japanese exchange students, make Japanese 

rice balls called onigiri during a Japanese Club meeting. 
Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

Continued on Page 6
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Biela and Arai took time to go bowling and shop-
ping, where Arai found one of his favorite souvenirs 
– a Chicago baseball hat. Some restaurants they 
tried were Schoop’s Hamburgers, El Bracero, Chi-
potle and Red Robin. Biela’s grandparents, Dave 
and Claudia Biela, hosted a family dinner with corn 
beef and cabbage as the main dishes. Hamburgers, 
s’mores and carne asada papas (essentially steak on 
fries) were favorites Arai mentioned. 

“I was amazed how open and willing he was to 
eat whatever was provided to him,” Jimmy’s father 
said. “He really enjoyed trying new foods.” 

For the Japanese students, food in general played 
a vital part in the experiences and memories of the 
program. 

For Matsuguchi, Chicago-style hot dogs, school 
lunch pizzas and tacos were most memorable. 
Tsuchiya also liked hot dogs and hamburgers, but 
specifi cally mentioned pasta and sandwiches. 

much and certainly surprised me,” she said. “So, 
I take anatomy and in my class there was an ex-
change student. My teacher had asked the student 
if they wanted to see a sheep’s heart or brain, and 
after a bit of work to translate, the student, Yurika, 
profusely shook her head and was completely dis-
gusted! I know that this same thing had also hap-
pened with another exchange student, Koa, and I 
was defi nitely surprised by how repulsed they were 
at the idea of even seeing the sheep’s organs because 
in my class, everybody is so excited for dissections.” 

Most importantly, though, plenty of similarities 
existed between MCHS and Japanese students. 

Open Arms Continued from Page 5

MCHS Sophomore Lexi Gresham and Japanese student Koa Tsuchiya 
enjoy a meal at Olive Garden. Provided photo

Tsugawa recalled how during a past exchange, 
“one of the students visiting us got so addicted to 
our breakfast cereals (not a part of the Japanese 
diet) that they got on their departing bus clutching 
several family size boxes of Honey Nut Cheerios.”

Not surprisingly, the differences between school-
ing here and in Japan were especially poignant. 

Matsuguchi pointed out how MCHS has a home-
room, and there are no uniforms. In Japan, she said, 
the students stay in one room while the teachers 
rotate to them, rather than the students traveling 
from classroom to classroom. 

“American high schools are a lot more free and 
easygoing – they aren’t as strict or have as many 
rules,” Arai said. “Teachers are more formal (in Ja-
pan). There’s a more formal relationship.” 

Parker was amused by some of the Japanese stu-
dents’ reaction in anatomy class. 

“There was one thing that made me laugh so 

Japanese exchange student Yurika Matsuguchi and MCHS Junior 
Aeverie Wingard enjoyed seeing the Chicago River famously 

dyed green for St. Patrick’s Day. Provided photo

“It has been fun to see how teens are teens,” An-
gela Gresham said. “They love the same things: 
junk food, time with friends, video games and lots 
of laughing! The difference in language has not hurt 
this a bit!”

Jimmy Biela echoed that sentiment. 
“I learned a whole bunch about that culture even 

though I wasn’t there (in Japan),” he said. “What he 
(Arai) noticed was very interesting. It was very cool, 
and I gained new friends.”

What other lessons were learned? 
“I think that anyone who has been to MCHS can 

agree that we are a very diverse school. However, 
even with all the diversity, it is so easy for our stu-
dents to get stuck in their own bubbles of social 
media and their own friend groups,” Parker said. 
“Having students my age from across the globe al-
lowed me to get my mind out of the Michigan City 
High School mindset and become less centralized 
and, rather, globalize my thoughts and ideas. Even 
though I didn’t personally host an exchange stu-
dent, it was great to see the way they interacted 
with each other, and the way they interacted with 
us. I didn’t speak with them much, but even those 
little interactions taught me a lot about myself and 
even the American culture that they saw in us.” 

Indeed, the rewards were endless. 
“Most of all, I personally have enjoyed watching 



www.thebeacher.com Page 7
THE

Aaverie and Yurika grow as young ladies and stu-
dents in just a short amount of time,” Roxanne Win-
gard said. “Both girls are very shy, but by the end 
of this experience, both girls were communicating 
with confi dence!”

Tsugawa said the exchange program has had 80 
to 100 students visit from Japan over the years. 
This year, two others MCHS students participated 
in the 2024 exchange: freshman Makayla Sardon 
hosted Kanro Wakai, and Thomas Chatfi eld, also a 
freshman, hosted Masaki Ito. 

“Connection is everything. In the years that we 
have done this, the long-lasting effects have ranged 
from, ‘Hey, that was neat,’ to ‘That changed my life 
path, and everything was different after that,’” he 
said. “I don’t dare to dream too big; the students 
have every right to let it be whatever it is to them. If 
they have a good time for 10 days and make a Face-
book/Instagram friend from another country, that is 
pretty neat. Cool. On the other end of the extreme, 
some of the ‘alums’ of this exchange have gone on 
to be language teachers, or move long term to the 
other country, had it infl uence their post high school 
college and/or career choice...”

He told a story of one exchange student who “was 
an absolutely terrible English student on top of be-
ing debilitating shy.” But because she had such a 
great time visiting MCHS, she came back to visit 
four or fi ve times and became a Japanese teacher 
to foreigners in Japan. She currently lives in Brazil 
and also is fl uent in Portuguese and English. 

He told another story about former MCHS stu-
dent Lauren Werner, who hosted multiple times. 

“She went to college in the COVID era and had 
her plans to study abroad in Japan foiled again and 
again,” he said. “She now lives in Japan, teaching 
English, and has reunited with the students she 
hosted.”

How much does this program mean to Tsugawa?
“…THIS is what I have wanted my students to do 

and feel and see,” he said. “And, frankly, providing 
(if only for a short time) a platform where Japanese 
teenagers can meet their American peers and try 
out their English skills is very much what I wanted 
to do when I taught English in Japan, dreaming of 
the day when I might teach Japanese to American 
high-schoolers. This is the most meaningful thing I 
do as a professional. No exception.”

2024 Season
Enjoy the Performing Arts in Michiana!

Theatre Location
Dunes Arts Summer Theatre
288 Shady Oak Dr. Michigan City, Indiana
www.dunesart.org

3 WAYS TO BUY TICKETS
CALL

219-879-7509
BUY ONLINE

dunesarts.org
SCAN 

QR CODE

BLITHE SPIRIT
Classic Farce
By Noel Coward
May 31-June 16, 
Fri/Sat 7pm, Sun 2pm CST

New Plays in Progress
Voices from the 
Heartland  
September 19-22, Thurs/Fri/Sat 
7pm, Sun 2pm CST

TALLEY’s FOLLY
Funny, sweet and touching

By Lanford Wilson

June 28 - July 14, Fri/Sat 7pm, 
Sun 2pm CST

DUNES BROADWAY CABARET
Music Director  Andrew Flasch     

Stage Director  Steve Scott

August 15-17, 
Thurs/Fri/Sat 7pm, CST

BRIDGES OF MADISON
COUNTY
A Passionate Musical 
Book by Marsha Norman, 
music and lyrics by Jason 
Robert Brown
July 26– August 11, Fri/Sat 7pm, 
Sun 2pm CST

By Appointment Only
Angila Keeney 

(219) 871-9340
708 Freyer Road, MC
• Cuts • Colors • Perms • 

• Manis • Pedis • Waxing •

New Clients 

25% OFF 
Any Service 
Exp. 4/27/2024

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.dunesart.org
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It’s darn near impossible to treat “Civil War” as 
anything but a cautionary tale about America as its 
own worst enemy. The particulars about its Second 
American Civil War are hazy, but writer-director 
Alex Garland (“28 Days Later,” “Annihilation”) cre-
ates so many parallels to the past 10 years, the diz-
zying effect makes you itch with discomfort.

Thing is, Garland pulls it off. This is lean, angry, 
breathless, in-your-face fi lmmaking. What strikes 
me most, though, is that it’s a love letter to jour-
nalists. A celebration of free press. A reminder that 
old-school journalists are the last hope for captur-
ing unfi ltered truth.

Set in the near future, California and Texas have 
seceded from the United States. The president (Nick 
Offerman) rules by dictatorship…in his third term, 
no less.

In New York, photojournalist Lee Smith (Oscar-
nominee Kirsten Dunst) and a fellow reporter, Joel 
(Wagner Moura), team up with Sammy (Stephen 
McKinley Henderson, wonderful), a veteran jour-
nalist, and Jessie (Cailee Spaeny), an aspiring pho-
tojournalist. They embark on a dangerous trek to 
Washington, D.C., to interview the president. Well, 
actually, be the only ones to interview the president, 
if possible.

I suppose if you’re going to critique the state of 
American affairs, you can’t entirely reinvent the 
wheel with the storytelling. “Civil War” becomes a 
dystopian road movie, complete with highways lit-
tered with abandoned vehicles and militant wackos.

But it is the stops along the way where Gar-
land is at his most knowing. Smaller communities 
largely untouched by confl ict suggest how pockets 

within America turn a deaf ear to domestic strife 
elsewhere. The most chilling scene: a rogue soldier 
(Oscar-nominee Jesse Plemons, Dunst’s real-life 
husband) spews xenophobic hate, symbolizing the 
resurgent fear of society’s “other.”

Through Dunst’s terrifi c performance, we see a 
new side to the actress: her face is a weary roadmap 
of experience and harsh truths. There is a tough-
ness, a raw edge to her, and she’s beautifully con-
trasted by Spaeny, who felt muted in Sofi a Coppola’s 
muddled “Priscilla,” but here does career-making 
work. She expertly captures  the naive enthusiasm 
of wet-behind-the-ears journalists, that cheerful ex-
terior hardening scene by scene.

The battle sequences are swift and bruising. 
Garland does not linger on the carnage, but plows 
through them with guerrilla-style effi ciency. The 
movie, in fact, is at its best when capturing the fear-
less determination of journalists. Their job stops be-
ing about them, but being in the moment to obtain 
the truth. 

And what truth does “Civil War” reveal? The pho-
to that slowly develops at the end says a lot about, 
well, everything. Fortunately, we leave the fi lm ad-
miring the person who took it.

A brave journalist.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

★ ★ ★ ★
“Civil War”

Running time: 109 minutes. Rated R for strong violent content, 

bloody/disturbing images and language throughout.

“Civil War” is Lean, 

Breathless, Fearless
by Andrew Tallackson

in
Theatres

Kirsten Dunst stars
in “Civil War.”
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To live and dream. To play and rest. To connect 

and grow. To welcome bigger, better things.

354 E 1000 N, 
LAPORTE

Stunning, appx 42-acre estate overlooks country-
side of the 1000 North corridor.  $1,900,000

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser  269.469.8300

8 S BEACH AVENUE, 
BEVERLY SHORES

Retreat in the Dunes blending modern & classic 
elements, 2 br, 2 ba. Appx acre.  $975,000

Tina Kelly  269.469.8300

630 S JAMESON STREET, 
NEW BUFFALO

3-bedroom, 2.5-bath home nestled in a 
wooded, quiet neighborhood.  $749,000

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser  269.469.8300

14913 LAKESIDE ROAD, 
LAKESIDE

Wonderful retail opportunity in Lakeside.  
$725,000

Sigrid Nutt  269.469.8300

838 ABLE ROAD, 
BUCHANAN

Wonderful 3-bedroom home on over 4 picturesque 
acres of nature and wildlife.  $699,000

Betty M. Biernacki  269.469.8300

9366 E LOCKE ROAD, 
UNION PIER

Charming contemporary on wooded lot in 
Hidden Creek of Union Pier.  $649,000

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser  269.469.8300

907 W DETROIT STREET, 
NEW BUFFALO

Charming 1910 farmhouse surrounded by 
mature trees on over a half-acre.  $459,000

Terry C. Vravis  269.469.8300

20 W ELIZABETH DRIVE, 
SCHERERVILLE

Newly remodeled, move-in ready, 4 bd, 2 ba 
brick and cedar tri-level home.  $405,000

Keith Goad  269.469.8300

8494 WARREN WOODS ROAD, 
THREE OAKS

Freshly remodeled, adorable 3 br, 1.5 ba on 
appx 2.7 acres. Beaches close.  $399,000

Betty M. Biernacki  269.469.8300

http://www.thebeacher.com


April 18, 2024Page 10
THE

A Lifestyle Boutique from gifts & home goods to apparel for all !

open everyday!

110 East Front Street
Buchanan, Michigan 49107

(269) 479-2728

Open: Thurs-Sat 11am-6pm

   Sunday 12-4pm

Come see us - and bring your friends!

Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting
Saturday 4/27!!

www.glendorabookshop.com

Instagram & Facebook: @GlendoraBookshopMI

ALAN ROBANDT
Antique, Vintage and Modern

Fine 17th, 18th and early 19th century

since 1988.
Your patronage is invited.

114 E. Front St., Buchanan, Michigan
in the heart of Buchanan’s Downtown

National Register Historic District.

• Interior • Exterior • Deck Staining •
CALL

(269) 471-5326
TEXT ANYTIME
(269) 421-1979

Since
1998

“The Grand Sextet!”

Michigan City Chamber Music Festival will pres-
ent the Lakeside Artist Guild program “The Grand 
Sextet!” at 3 p.m. Sunday, April 21, at First Presby-
terian Church, 121 W. Ninth St. 

The guild consist of players from Lyric Opera of 
Chicago, Northwest Indiana Symphony and the 
Michigan City Messiah Orchestra. The program 
of all Russian repertoire includes works by Tchai-
kovsky, Rachmaninov and Mikhail’s rarely per-
formed “Grand Sextet” for piano and strings.

A reception follows the free performance. Visit 
www.mccmf.org or follow MCCMF on Facebook or 
YouTube for more details.

Senior Center Grand Re-Opening

Michigan City Senior Center in Washington Park 
will celebrate its remodeled facility with a grand re-
opening open house from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 24.

The welcome by Mayor Angie Nelson Deuitch is 
at noon, along with the keynote address by former 
Michigan City Mayor Sheila Matias, who was in 
offi ce when the building was constructed in 1997-
1998. Special guests include fi ve generations of Pau-
line Herschman, who founded the fi rst Michigan 
City Senior Citizens Organization in April 1956.

Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served.

http://www.glendorabookshop.com
http://www.mccmf.org
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Not intended as a solicitation if your property is already listed by another broker. Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2024 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and
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are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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Hollywood Comes to The Beacher
Dan Meyer and the fi lm crew for “Bulls” shot a quick scene at The Beacher on April 10. It features

the lead characters being interviewed by the newspaper. All photos by Andrew Tallackson.
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LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra’s 2024-
2025 season marks its 52nd season and the fourth 
directed by Dr. Carolyn Watson.

The season begins Sept. 14 with the 19th annu-
al Hoosier Star fundraiser. The event features fi ve 
youth and fi ve adult fi nalists who each 
perform with the orchestra to vie 
for the title of Hoosier Star 2024. 
Audience members vote for 
their favorite performance, 
and along with a panel of 
celebrity judges choose 
the winner.

In October, LCSO 
again presents its be-
loved Drayton Family 
Children’s Education 
Concerts, now in its 
39th year. More than 
5,000 children from tri-
county area schools at-
tend the program.

The fi rst subscription 
concert, “Dia De los Muer-
tos,” is Nov. 2 at LaPorte 
Civic Auditorium. The guest 
soloist, classical guitarist Guido 
Sanchez-Portuguez, will play Ro-
drigo’s “Concierto de Aranjuez.” The 
program also will feature works by Mexican 
composers Gabriela Ortiz, Carlos Chávez, José Pab-
lo Moncayo and Arturo Márquez. 

The traditional Holiday at the Pops is Dec. 14  at 
LaPorte Civic Auditorium. 

On Feb. 8, 2025, LCSO will present the second 
subscription concert at LaPorte High School. The 
program, “Animal Kingdom,” explores how sounds 

of the natural world inspire classical music, includ-
ing “Carnival of the Animals” by Camille Saint-
Saëns, Prokofi ev’s “Peter and the Wolf” and Aus-
tralian composer Matthew Hindson’s “Dangerous 
Creatures.”

The third subscription concert, “The 
Sounds of Spring,” is March 9 at The 

Holdcraft Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Michigan City. It opens 

with Mendelssohn’s “Overture 
to the Hebrides,” followed 

by Lili Boulanger’s “Of A 
Spring Morning.” The pro-
gram also includes the 
world premiere of Swed-
ish composer Kjell Roi-
kjer’s “Concerto No. 2” 
for xylophone and string 
orchestra featuring solo-
ist Jared Coller, the LC-
SO’s education manager 
and member of the percus-

sion section. Closing the 
concert is Schumann’ s fi rst 

symphony.
The season concludes April 12 

with “Some Enchanted Evening.” 
A tribute to Broadway’s Golden Age, 

the program will celebrate Rodgers and 
Hammerstein with works from “The Sound of Mu-

sic,” “South Pacifi c,” “The King and I,” “Showboat” 
and “Oklahoma!” LCSO Executive Director Emily 
Yiannias joins the program as a soloist.

Subscriptions, which start at $70 for four season 
concerts, are available by calling (219) 362-9020 or 
at www.LCSO.net. Single tickets become available 
Sept. 1.

LCSO Reveals its 2024-2025 Season

Dr. Carolyn 
Watson

http://www.LCSO.net
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  •  

Fresh Fish

Fish & Chips

ARTATTACK
IN HARBOR COUNTRY

APRIL 26, 27 & 28

ART & MUSIC
michiganartattack.com

439 S. WHITTAKER ST, NEW BUFFALO, MI

Featuring Jeff Lieb Trunk Show during 
Art Attack — April 26th, 27th & 28th

11am to 6 pm each day

WEARABLE

http://www.thebeacher.com


April 18, 2024Page 16
THE

ARTATTACK
IN HARBOR COUNTRY

APRIL 26, 27 & 28

FOOD & FASHION
michiganartattack.com

arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Fully Insured
Family Owned

Since 1997

“An Evening with Patricia Barber”

Chicago jazz singer, pianist and composer Patri-
cia Barber will pres-
ent a benefi t concert 
for School of Ameri-
can Music at 7 p.m. 
EDT Friday, April 
26, at The Acorn, 
107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, 
Mich.

Fresh off her Eu-
ropean tour, Barber 
will perform with 
her band: Neal Al-
ger on guitar, Emma 
Dayhuff on bass 
and Greg Artry on 
drums. The concert 
will feature original 
music and classic 
jazz. 

Throughout her 
career, she has 
played jazz clubs and concert halls, produced re-
cords in Chicago and New York, collaborated with 
opera legend Renee Fleming and acclaimed com-
poser Shulamit Ran and taught jazz singing as a 
Townsend Resident Fellow at the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley. She was inducted into the Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2019.

Tickets, which are $100, can be purchased at 
www.AcornLive.org.

The nonprofi t SAM provides education, perfor-
mance and audience opportunities in music in the 
Southwest Michigan area. Call (269) 409-1191 or 
visit www.SchoolofAmericanMusic.com for addi-
tional information.

Barber

mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
http://www.AcornLive.org
http://www.SchoolofAmericanMusic.com
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1 Year interest free financing!

Enjoy the ability 
to make comfortable payments for an entire year 

at 0% interest.

*Available on purchases of $1000.00 or more. See store for details
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Duneland Home and Pro Hardware
1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, IN 46360

219-878-1720
Closed on Sundays

50%
off

Select Cabinets
Carpets and

Luxury Vinyl Tile

LaPorte County Parks

All registrations/questions go 
through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

A Brush with Madness
The all-ages program is from 6-8 p.m. Thursday, 

April 18, at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County Road 
150 West, LaPorte. 

Participants follow easy painting directions, with 
all supplies provided. No experience is necessary. 
The cost is $8 per person.

Earth Day at Creek Ridge
Celebrate the holiday by picking up trash, and 

doing a reuse craft, from 4-6 p.m. Monday, April 22, 
at Creek Ridge County Park, 7943 W. County Road 
400 North, Michigan City.

Celestial Night Hike
Observe a meteor shower during the free pro-

gram from 7:30-9 p.m. Monday, April 22, at Creek 
Ridge County Park. Snacks are served. 

Drum Fit for Boomers
The all-ages exercise program with music is from 

9-10 a.m. Tuesday, April 23, at Red Mill County 
Park.

Drum on yoga balls to the beat of the music. In-
struction, drum sticks and yoga balls provided.

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy music, 
dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.

The free program is from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 24.

Naturalist Guided Program
Learn to identify wild fl owers that bloom only in 

spring from 5-6 p.m. Wednesday, April 24, at Bluhm 
County Park, 3855 S. County Road 1100 West, 
Westville.

Earth Day Beach Cleanup

Long Beach Parks & Recreation’s annual beach 
cleanup, presented with Long Beach Civic Associa-
tion, is from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, April 20.

Trash bags will be tied up at all stops for par-
ticipants to use. The bags will be placed out Friday 
night so volunteers can start cleaning early, if so de-
sired, on Saturday morning. The fi lled bags must 
be carried back to the stops. Ask for help lifting any 
large objects, and wear gloves to ensure safety.

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
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Back in its infancy, Apple TV+ released the ter-
rifi c documentary “Boys State” (2020). It followed 
a select group of boys among the thousands attend-
ing the summer leadership-citizenship experience 
in Texas. What the movie revealed is that many of 
these boys had no political identities yet. They were 
simply regurgitating their parents’ ideologies. The 
relative few with vision and purpose found them-
selves in a tenuous uphill battle.

“Girls State,” the new Apple TV+ companion piece 
also directed by Jesse Moss and Amanda McBaine, 
begins with the same intentions, but shifts gears to 
become an early candidate for one of the year’s most 
compelling documentaries.

We suspect, just from the opening scene, that 
the week-long experience, this time in Missouri, is 
about empowering young women. And the fi rst half, 
yes, that’s what we get.

We meet girls from various walks of life, from 
conservative to liberal. Young women of color brace 
for pushback from the largely white assembly, but 
interestingly enough, that proves not to be the case.

A few of the teens yield unexpected laughs. One, 
a conservative, says she can tell which girls are lib-
eral because they’re “the loudest.” Another girl, in-
terviewing to serve on the Girls State supreme court 
equivalent, stresses her keen interest in the Johnny 

Depp-Amber Heard trial, clueless that the tabloid 
sensation is nowhere near a state supreme court.

As the girls vie for key positions, from governor 
to attorney general, something interesting happens. 
The girls, proving they do mature faster than boys, 
become keenly aware of the program’s curious cli-
mate. Some of that has to do with the fact that, for 
the fi rst time, the Boy and Girls State programs are 
being held at the same time, on the same campus.

What these women discover is, the boys appear 
to be moving at a faster pace. They’re already div-
ing headfi rst into arguing, and setting, policies. The 
girls group, however, opens  assemblies by singing 
the Girls State anthem. At one point, a mass meet-
ing includes a dance routine. The girls question, 
is Girls State embracing the very gender cliches it 
is prepping young women to avoid at all costs? Is 
there, indeed, an uncomfortable disconnect?

Unlike the young men, who behaved like overly 
caffeinated frat boys in “Boys State,” these women 
have a keen sense of identity. They know who they 
are as women, what they believe.

“Girls State” Wages 

a Bold Attack on 

Gender Imbalances
by Andrew Tallackson

The galvanizing presence of “Girls State”: Emily Worthmore, who investigates inadequacies between the boys and girls programs.

★ ★ ★ ★
“Girls State”

Running time: 95 minutes. Apple TV+. Rated TV-14.
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That’s when “Girls State” under-
goes a radical shift, due in large 
part to the fi lm’s most fascinating 
subject: Emily Worthmore. She’s a 
conservative Christian with aspira-
tions to be elected governor by the 
week’s end. She is a sharp, open-
minded woman willing to embrace 
differences of opinion. When the gu-
bernatorial election yields a not un-
expected result, we expect her to be 
crushed. And briefl y, she is.

Then, having shown an interest 
in journalism, she sets aside the 
election results and puts her report-
ing background to use, hoping to 
uncover what she and fellow Girls 
State attendees believe are gross in-
adequacies in the program. 

I won’t reveal what she discov-
ers; suffi ce it to say, this is the fi rst 
fi lm in quite some time...where I gasped out loud. 
Shocked and disappointed. Her fi ndings reveal bur-
ied truths about major gender imbalances.

Obviously, Moss and McBaine had permission 
from Girls State to shoot during the event or they 
wouldn’t be there in the fi rst place. That their fi lm 
embraces and condemns its subject is incredibly 
brave, not just from the fi lmmakers, but from Girls 

Young women of color attending Girls State don’t quite encounter the pushback they expected.

State itself. 
We leave “Girls State” profoundly challenged, 

more aware than ever that the war, the struggle 
for equality, remains at the forefront. And admir-
ing these women for rocking the boat, refusing to 
behave how society expects them to be.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
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“In my inner soul art and life are inseparable.”
Eva Hesse

For the 11 selected artists in “Stitched, Woven 
and Hooked,” the latest exhibit at Lubeznik Center 
for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., Hesse’s quote rings 
true. Each participant’s fi ber artwork refl ects the 
individual’s identity and highly personal interpre-
tation of what most concerns them within the cur-
rent cultural-sociological moment.

The show opened March 1 and closes June 15, 
spanning all three major galleries: Hyndman, Brin-
ka-Cross and Susan Block. 

Participating artists include: Melissa Blount, 
Dorothy Burge, Jessica Campbell, Shannon 
Downey, Laurel Izard, kg, Krystle Lemonias, Hat-
tie Lee Mendoza, Jose Santiago Perez, Shaqui Reed 
and Galina Shevchenko.  

Textile art has been around nearly as long as ce-
ramic art, dating to prehistoric times as far back 
as 100,000 to 500,000 years ago. Initially created 
for practical purposes such as clothing, baskets and 
blankets, the need for textiles evolved over the eons 
into worldwide, culturally rich textile designs iden-
tifying specifi c groups/societies. Examples could in-
clude tartan plaids, Ikat, Batik, Kente cloth and Na-
vaho woven blankets. The great woven tapestries of 
the Middle Ages often depicted scenes from myths, 
fables or everyday life, offering color and design 
while simultaneously providing protecting warmth 
from the drafty, stone walls of ancient buildings. 
The link between practicality and beauty continues 
in many quarters, even today. 

However, things began to shift in the 20th centu-
ry. Working with cloth, yarn and thread techniques, 
women began expressing themselves politically 
and socially, using traditional methods in weav-
ing, stitching, hooking and embroidery to challenge 
what was, and in some respects continues to be, a 
male-dominated art establishment. Artists such as 
Eva Hesse, Annie Albers, Sheila Hicks, Lenore Taw-
ney, Claire Zeisler, Kay Sekimachi and Magdelena 
Abakonowicz provided a foundation for current fi -
ber artists. They have reclaimed the textile arts as 
their preferred method of expression, often incorpo-
rating new materials with multifaceted intent and 
practice, thereby commenting on everything from 
ecological issues and the traditional role of women 
to societal justice.

❑

“Art does not solve problems but makes us aware 
of their existence. It opens our eyes to see and our 
brain to imagine.” Magdalena Abakanowicz

The narrative nature found in much of the work 
in LCA’s current exhibit may be challenging for 
some or disturbing for others. This is not surpris-
ing, as today’s artists refl ect the world they inhabit: 
the economic, cultural and political world that per-
sonally impacts their experiences. The exhibit infor-
mation poster states: “In their work, the personal is 
political.” That sentiment rings true for each artist 
in this high quality show. As always, I encourage 
anyone visiting to read the posted information next 
to or nearby each work. 

As you enter the Hyndman Gallery, you encoun-
ter a central sculptural form by the artist Shaqui 
Reed, a tent form titled “Intersection of Identity.” 
Featuring crystals, beads, plastic barrettes, lace 
and other items, the work feels intimate. Also, be 
sure to read the text included on the handmade rug 
placed within the tent. Reed has two other works in 
the exhibit. I found the totem sculpture titled “In 
Heritage and Healing: Monument: For the ones who 
came before” very interesting and, after reading the 
accompanying description, more so.

Dorothy Burge’s quilts represent more than sim-
ple patterned quilt. Burge’s “I Matter” is a piece 
that “was created in response to the killing of Tray-
von Martin in 2012.” Equally, her other four works 
bring a sobering recognition and cry for social jus-
tice. The individual pieces are beautifully executed, 
making their point in a straightforward, non-apol-

ogetic manner. Clearly for Burge, the personal is 
political.

Jessica Campbell has three free-form carpet 
tufted works included. The artist statement says, 
“Campbell has primarily been using carpet to create 
art works that visually mimic latch hook rugs but 
deviate from this medium’s precedents in their sub-
ject matter, depiction style, and scale.” The sculpted 
nature of the tufting, itself, presents a dimensional 
quality that, although tempting to want to touch, 
should be simply studied instead.

Hattie Lee Mendoza offers fi ve works, includ-
ing her intriguing “Grandmother’s Tribute Series, 
2021.” “As a product of Cherokee, Scottish, Swiss-
German, and other diaspora, Hattie is, in the very 
makeup of her DNA, a collage of cultures, values, 
histories, and personal aesthetics.” For the viewer, 
the collage of ancestral infl uences results in a nu-
anced layer of emotions and response.

Melissa Blount returns to LCA in the exhibit.  
Much like her 2020 “Black Girl Magic” in the LCA’s 
“Well Behaved Women: Celebrating 100 Years of 
Women’s Suffrage (see July 16, 2020, Beacher ar-
ticle), she again presents embroidered works with 
signifi cant underlying messages. The three fi ber 
works represent “a time in our history, past and 
present-day facts and struggles.” The stark white of 
the fabric contrasts against the embroidery in her 
works. “Statue of Limitations” stands strong along-

side Blount’s posted satirical poem, unfi ltered and 
direct. All three fi ber pieces speak to what Blount 
describes as the false narrative of black women as 
compliant, docile and in service to others.

Krystle Lemonias has three powerful fi ber works 
showcased. Through her use of collaged and stitched 
fabrics, she has produced works that easily could 
have been painted, yet the textural quality of the 
works, themselves, enhance and entice one to look 
closer, to study the faces recognizing the complexity 
and fl uidity of the stitching and other outlines.   

Shannon Downey presents one work, “Libera-
tion,” that includes a hand-embroidered fi rst com-
munion dress mounted over a cross made of barn 
wood.  The piece is stark, possibly unsettling, high-
ly personal, as well as political. The accompanying 
artist statement says “her path from childhood to 
adulthood has been an endless journey away from 
religion and towards truth, benevolence, and joy.”  
This piece surely represents that path from early 
childhood ritual and sacrament — a looking back to 
childhood.  

Fiber artist Laurel Izard completes the works 

 Stitched, Woven and Hooked
by Linda Weigel

Shaqui Reed’s “Intersection of Identity” appears in the foreground. All photos by Linda Weigel

   “I Matter” by Dorothy Burge.

Continued on Page 24

http://www.thebeacher.com


April 18, 2024Page 24
THE

displayed in the Hyndman Gal-
lery. Her quilts “Guns for Girls” 
and “Tanks and Bears” are part of 
her broader series titled “Ameri-
can Childhood.” Izard utilizes 
collected vintage baby blankets 
and quilts with sweet scenes. She 
then embroiders atop the quilts 
with images that contrast against 
the former, resulting in a contra-
diction between the sweet and 
warm and the realities of dangers 
in our current modern life. That 
contrasting imagery is stark and 
to the point, leaving no room for 
speculation of intent.

Upstairs in the Brinka-Cross 
Gallery, you will fi nd coiled bas-
ket works by artist José Santiago 
Pérez and small woven pieces by 
kg (Karolina Gnatowski).  

Pérez presents three basketry 
forms made from coiled mylar 
emergency blankets. This unusu-
al material sparkles as contain-
ers that are not at all practical, 
but sculptural, shimmery/refl ec-
tive beautiful organic forms. He 
also has a small fl oor piece you 
won’t want to miss.  

kg offers fi ve small woven 
works that incorporate highly 
personal objects in a narrative re-
latable to many viewers. In “Swi-
etliste Drogi,” kg presents a wo-
ven piece with sticks “tucked in 
linen dyed in cochineal stamped 
with braided nylon mason cord 
holding golden letters from my 
father’s funeral wreath against a 
brick wall.” It took me a moment to consider the 
importance, including those golden letters, and the 
personal impact that would represent.

Continued From Page 23 The Susan Block Gallery offers 
an animated video with accom-
panying digital embroidery in-
stallation by Galina Shevchenko, 
originally from Moscow and now 
a Chicago-based multimedia art-
ist. Titled “Unkissed and Non-
Conforming,” this multifaceted 
work is especially fascinating in 
light of what it represents. In 
her handout, Shevchenko clari-
fi es the following: “‘Unkissed and 
Non-Conforming’ is a project deal-
ing with the notions of heroism in 
the context of war in the former 
USSR/current Russia.  Through 
this exploration I am attempting 
to channel the two paradigms of 
heroism: super-humanity & sac-
rifi ce of the Soviet women of the 
WWII verses the foundation of the 
new heroism of today’s women 
in Russia: willingness to sustain 
their humanity and resist fi ght-
ing.”

Throughout time, the textile 
arts have been a means to tell 
stories, and express history and 
societal values. Fiber artists to-
day have revolutionized the form 
by retrieving works produced in 
yarn, embroidery fl oss and con-
temporary materials as political-
ly and socially challenging art, 
works that speak to the internal 
self and external forces. The per-
ceived suppleness and softness 
of the works are illusionary as to 
the intent and very real concerns 
of the artists’ making. The works 
are not handicraft nor function-

al. Each is a visual statement, making the person-
al political, bringing an awareness and dialogue to 
our complex society.

Melissa Blount’s “Statue of Limitations.” 

JOSÉ LANDSCAPING
Residential & 
Commercial

Spring/Fall Cleanup, Fertilizer, 
Grass Cutting, Planting, Shrubs, 
Mulch, Power Rake, Aeration, 

Fence, Weed Pulling, Concrete, 
Gutter Cleaning, Etc.

(872) 230-6531

Curtis Flooring
(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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OUTSTANDING SENIOR LIVING!
Worry-Free Lifestyle 

Experience maintenance-free living at Rittenhouse Village At Michigan City! Embrace 
the freedom of Active Independent Living in our private single-story villas. For those needing 
additional support, our Assisted Living offers comprehensive services, including therapy, on-site 
medical care, and more. Discover a welcoming, home-like atmosphere with social, recreational, 
and wellness programs to enhance your well-being. Whatever you or your loved one’s needs 
may be, Rittenhouse Village At Michigan City is a place to call home now and for years to come.

Free Lunch with Scheduled Tour

219.379.5085
RittenhouseVillageMichiganCity.com

4300 Cleveland Avenue, Michigan City, IN 46360
Active Independent Living | Assisted Living | SHINE® Memory Care

©2024 LakeHouse Senior Living. All Rights Reserved. Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or withdrawal without notice. Void 
where prohibited by law. Managed and Operated by Discovery Senior Living. RVMC-0241 3/24
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The fi rst time, I hated it.
The second time, I got the joke.
The third through too-many-times-to-count time, 

I adored it.
Hard to believe “Napoleon Dynamite” celebrates 

its 20th anniversary this year. Twenty years later, 
we’re still quoting it, still noticing things we missed, 
still slipping into Napoleon’s mouth-breathing bark 
when uttering phrases like “gosh” or “idiot.”

What is the staying power of this cultural phe-
nomenon? I believe it’s that the characters, wacka-
doodle as they may be, cling to a universal desire for 
acceptance. To feel a sense of belonging, that they 
matter to someone else. The bonds, the emphasis 
on friendship, are the heart of the picture. Why it 
speaks to so many people.

When reviewing the fi lm back in 2004 for another 
publication, I dismissed it as a “random freak show,” 
bestowing it with a lowly 1 ½ star rating.

Later that year, when my wife asked that we rent 
it — word of mouth catapulted the $400,000 indie 
project into a nearly $50 million hit — I relented, 
fi nally appreciating what director Jared Hess and 

his wife/co-writer Jerusha Hess created. There is 
nothing random about it. Every image, every joke, 
every character embellishment has a purpose to be 
savored through multiple viewings. 

The fi lm’s tone is deadpan absurdism. The char-
acters, and the Idaho town they populate, seem 
trapped in a time loop. Where 1982 arrived and nev-
er left. Many characters speak in clipped bursts, as 
if they’re programmed robots. Everyone, it seems, is 
coasting through life.

The late, great critic Roger Ebert, in his review 
of “Napoleon Dynamite,” perfectly described the 
title character, played by Jon Heder, as “the kind of 
nerd other nerds avoid.” In a serious fi lm, or a bland 

Twenty Years Later, “Napoleon Dynamite” is Still a Laugh Riot
by Andrew Tallackson

The peculiar Dynamite clan: Napoleon (Jon Heder, center), older brother Kip (Aaron Ruell, right) and creepy Uncle Rico (Jon Gries).

pastpresent
Andrew Tallackson
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Hallmark movie, he’d probably be defi ned as exist-
ing on the autism spectrum. But in this world, we  
just accept him as “different.” With Moon Boots as 
his footwear of choice, a tortured perm, zero fi lters 
and an inability to look directly at people, he’s the 
target of school bullies. A joke to be repeatedly joked 
about at school.

Thing is, Napoleon does not care what others think. 
When he performs in class with the “Happy Hands” 
sign language club, the theme from “The Rose” play-
ing on cassette tape, you’re inclined to react as school 
jock Don (Trevor Snarr) 
does: with chuckling dis-
belief. When he tries to 
impress new friend Pedro 
(Efren Ramirez) with an 
epic fail bike-ramp jump, 
he’s clueless.

But here’s the thing 
about Napoleon. He is 
fi ercely devoted to his 
friends. No one, for in-
stance, makes an attempt 
to meet Pedro (the prin-
cipal is unchecked casual 
racism)…except for Na-
poleon. He sees this as an 
opportunity to click with 
another outcast.

Ditto Deb (Tina Ma-
jorino), who clearly likes Napoleon, but he’s too 
oblivious to notice. He doesn’t know how to initiate 
legitimate back-and-forth chatter, instead opting 
for conversation starters about school milk: “I see 
you’re drinking 1%. Is that ‘cause you think you’re 
fat? ‘Cause you’re not.”

His family, by the way, is another story. Older 
brother Kip (Aaron Ruell) is in his early 30s, sitting 
at home all day “chatting online with babes.” Na-
poleon may be outwardly strange, but Kip is worse. 
Retreating into himself, with little contact with the 
outside world. Kip is an example of the movie’s dead-
pan style. When Deb stops by the house trying to sell 
charms and bracelets to Napoleon, she says it’s to 
raise money for college. In the background, we hear 
Kip shout, “Your mom goes to college.” It is a juvenile, 
not especially funny jab, but the fact that Kip believes 
he’s funny, smugly satisfi ed, makes the gag hilarious.

When Kip and Napoleon’s grandmother/caretak-
er injures herself on an ATV, Uncle Rico (Jon Gries) 
arrives to babysit them. He’s the prototype of the 
small-town creep. The guy who didn’t even peak 
in high school, but believes he did, and wishes life 
could retreat to those days.

The fi rst half of “Napoleon Dynamite” devotes it-
self to capturing how its title oddball navigates the 
treacherous waters of high school. He clearly tries 
to elevate himself with outrageous falsehoods — he 
was out hunting wolverines, he’s effi cient with nun-

chuks — but what’s interesting is how, as friendship 
becomes the core of his existence, all that nonsense 
evaporates. For as much as we view the character 
with the perplexed curiosity of a science experiment, 
we admire his devotion to friends, especially as Pe-
dro runs for student class president against the hi-
lariously vain Summer Wheatley (Haylie Duff).

What’s refreshing about the world the Hesses 
create is, when they infuse actors of color into the 
story, they don’t descend into racial stereotypes. Pe-
dro is just as insecure about fi tting in as everyone 

else. That his cousins back 
his run for class president 
is hilariously touching. 

Kip’s online love inter-
est, LaFawnduh (Shon-
drella Avery), is a tall, 
voluptuous black woman, 
but she exists not as a 
throwaway racial joke. 
Ruell, the actor who plays 
Kip, has joked in inter-
views about the ludicrous 
nature of these two. Why, 
he laughs, would this gor-
geous black woman be in-
terested in a pale, skinny 
dork like Kip? But in the 
off-kilter world of Napo-
leon and company, she’s 

the ice breaker designed to thaw Kip out of his fro-
zen existence.

At the end, when Napoleon risks embarrassing 
himself at a school assembly, his dance routine de-
signed to bolster Pedro’s 11th hour campaign pitch, 
we realize something about the character. Yes, he’s 
bizarre. But at the core, he’s the best friend any out-
cast could desire. Moments before a nervous Pedro 
steps on stage to read his campaign speech, Napo-
leon tells him, “Just listen to your heart. That’s what 
I do.”

That moment is likely what endeared him to 
all of us. In this crazy, unbalanced world, we may 
look different. We may speak differently. We may 
not adhere to the “norm.” But it is our connection 
with others, the bonds we nurture with family and 
friends, that make life livable.

The happy ending of “Napoleon Dynamite” re-
minds us we can’t exist in protective bubbles. Only 
through other people can we thrive. And when, af-
ter the credits, we witness Kip and LaFawnduh’s 
laugh-out-loud wedding (shot after the movie’s ini-
tial success as a thank you to fans), the fi lm has 
achieved wacko perfection. Somehow, the Hesses 
transformed this world where we fi rst laughed at 
the characters into one where we laugh with them. 

A classic, 20 years later.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

Kip (Aaron Ruell) is transformed by his new girlfriend, 
LaFawnduh (Shondrella Avery).

http://www.thebeacher.com


April 18, 2024Page 28
THE

Chesterton Art Center

Teen Arts Group artists work on the mural.

Chesterton Art Center has successfully complet-
ed its mural public-art project, a collaborative effort 
showcasing its Teen Arts Group.

Every year, TAG executes a special public art proj-
ect. Under the guidance of Education Director Jil-
lian Bridgeman and Robert Hogan, an Australian-
born, Chicago-based designer-artist, TAG members 
experienced every step of the process. That ranged 
from initial planning and budgeting to learning how 
to create and refi ne large-scale work. 

Home Depot of Valparaiso supported the TAG 
mural project.

TAG is a free monthly program for artists ages 
13-18 interested in professional experiences and 
strengthening visual art practices. They learn from 
each other and professional artists, explore area 
and Chicago museums and galleries, and work on 
individual portfolio development. 

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Call the center 
at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.org for 
more details.

Art Barn Juried Art Exhibition

An awards reception for the 30th Art Barn School 
of Art Juried Art Exhibition is from 5-8 p.m. Friday, 
April 19, at Art Barn, 695 N. County Road 400 East, 
Valparaiso.

More than $4,300 will be awarded during the re-
ception that features light bites, refreshments and 
a cash bar. Brian Byrn, Midwest Museum of Ameri-
can Art director and curator, was the juror. More 
than 170 applicants from Indiana, Illinois, Michi-
gan, Tennessee, Ohio, Wisconsin, Iowa, Maryland 
and California submitted work. One hundred pieces 
by 97 artists will be exhibited through May 23.

Visit www.artbarnschool.org or call (219) 462-
9009 for more details.

NEW FROM CIRCLES IN THE WIND AMISH FURNITURE
OUR SUPER AFFORDABLE BEDROOM SERIES
Chain Store Prices - ONLY AMISH QUALITY

ALL HAND BUILT IN INDIANA
www.circlesinthewind.com

SOLID HARDWOODS • DELIVERY AS FAST AS 2 WEEKS 
CALL OR VISIT US FOR DETAILS

206 D S. Calumet Rd • Chesterton IN
219 464 9572  www.circlesinthewind.com

4 PCS MINIMUM PURCHASE AT THESE PRICES • TAX AND DELIVERY ARE EXTRA

$4,450
4-Piece Set
FINISHED QUEEN BED

http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.circlesinthewind.com
http://www.circlesinthewind.com
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SPICES  •  TEAS  •  HERBS
SALTS  •  BLENDS  •  GIFTS

THE SPICE & TEA EXCHANGE®

of VALPARAISO

161 Lincolnway  |  Valparaiso, Indiana
spiceandtea.com/valparaiso  |  219.615.3162

Find Your
Way to Flavor!

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial

(800) 228-3928 • (317) 727-2361

Free Estimates

ARTATTACK
IN HARBOR COUNTRY

APRIL 26, 27 & 28

michiganartattack.com

INTERACTIVE EXHIBITS &  
ARTISTS’ DEMONSTRATIONS

500 S. EL PORTAL
MICHIANA SHORES, IN

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SEATING
CARRYOUT

EARLY SPRING HOURS: 
Friday 4-9 p.m. • Saturday 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Sunday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Our specialty is the authentic Naples Style Pizza 

prepared and cooked just as it was over 170 years ago 

Our passion is to provide our guests this authentic 

and wine. 

Come and relax,

EARLY SPRING HOURS: 

http://www.thebeacher.com
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

• Science Fridays Series from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 19, at Indiana Dunes Visitor 
Center. The presentations by local experts change 
topics each month. On April 19, President Kim Ehn 
and Board Member Dan Barriball, both of Dunes-
Calumet Audubon Society, will discuss the science 
of observing birds at a favorite outdoor spot.

• The Save the Tunes Council performs from 
7:30-9 p.m. Friday, April 19, at Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center. The group preserves folk songs 
in the traditional way, using guitar, autoharp, 
dulcimer, banjo, harmonica, bagpipe, penny whis-
tle, hurdy gurdy and other obscure instruments.

• Chellberg Farm Care from 9 a.m.-noon Sat-
urday, April 20, at Bailly Homestead/Chell-
berg Farm, 618 N. Mineral Springs Road, 
Porter. Meet a ranger and fellow volunteers to 
care for the farm. Equipment and protective gear 
will be provided.

• Chellberg Farm Open House from 1-3 p.m. 
Saturdays-Sundays in April. Rangers and 
volunteers share the area’s history as visitors 
tour the farmhouse/garden and visit the ani-
mals. Passes are required. The parking lot is off 
Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12 and 20 in 
Porter.

• Nature Play Date from 1-3 p.m. Saturdays 
in April at the Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education. Participate in a 
nature-themed craft, visit the live animal room or 
build a fort in the Nature Play Zone. The program 
is sponsored by Friends of Indiana Dunes.

• Miller Woods Hike from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Sun-
days in April at Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education. The ranger-led 
stroll explores a rare black oak savanna, and of-
fers views of Lake Michigan and Chicago.

• Community Park-wide Cleanup for Earth 
Day from 9 a.m.-noon Monday, April 22, at 
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center. Sponsored by 
Friends of Indiana Dunes, Mermaid Straw and 
the park’s volunteer offi ce, guests work with staff 

to pick up trash. Dress for the weather. Equip-
ment and protective gear are provided. Tempo-
rary passes are available.

• Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trek-
kers) from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trekkers is a no-
hassle volunteer option that helps keep trails and 
beaches clean. Temporary passes are available. 
Visit tinyurl.com/2p83798v for more details.

❑

April 30 is the deadline for teens to apply for fi ve 
positions with Youth Conservation Corps), a work-
learn-earn program for 15- to 18-year-olds.

Participants are paid $7.25 an hour for the 40-
hour week June 2-Aug. 10, and applicants should be 
prepared to work the entire program length. Teens 
are part of a crew that does manual labor tasks, 
normally outdoors, including mowing grass, picking 
up trash, cleaning restrooms, grounds keeping and 
light trail maintenance.

No experience is necessary. Participants are se-
lected by random draw from the applicant pool. To 
be eligible, teens must be U.S. citizens and 15 be-
fore June 2, but not turn 19 before Aug. 10. The ap-
plication is available through high school guidance 
offi ces, the IDNP Offi ce at (219) 395-177 or online at 
www.nps.gov/indu/parkmgmt/jobs.htm

❑ 

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park

The following programs will be offered:
• Garlic Mustard Pulling Party from 9-11 a.m. 

Saturday, April 20. Part of National Volunteer 
Week,  join  other volunteers to remove invasive 
garlic mustard. Long pants and garden gloves 
are recommended. The Friends of Indiana Dunes 
provides snacks and water.

• Beginner Beach Glass Wire-Wrapping Work-
shops on Saturday, April 20. Sessions are from 
10:30 a.m.-noon and 1-2:30 p.m. Learn the art of 
wire wrapping to make beach-glass jewelry. The 
cost is $7, and pre-registration is required.

• Wildfl ower Wander at 10 a.m. Sunday, April 
21. Meet at the Nature Center for the easy dis-
covery walk to see which woodland spring wild-
fl owers are blooming.

• Beach Mysteries Table from 2-3 p.m. Sunday, 
April 21. Meet at the Nature Center to identify 
items found on the beach.

❑

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

Indiana Dunes National Park

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.nps.gov/indu/parkmgmt/jobs.htm
http://www.nps.gov/indu
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Seniors • Individuals • Families  
• Groups • Dental • Vision

Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
www.smallsgardencenter.com

We Deliver and Plant

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
Landscape Supplies & Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

219-778-2568

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!

30% OFF SALE
LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, TREES, SHRUBS, 

EVERGREENS, PERENNIALS & MORE.

30% OFF
GIFT STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

STONE YARD
DRIVEWAY STONE, DECORATIVE STONE, WASHSTONE, 

LIMESTONE, SLAG, MULCH, TOPSOIL, FLAGSTONE  
OUTCROPPING, BOULDERS & FIRE PITS

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
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Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled: 
• Bad Art Night for Adults from 5-7 p.m. Thurs-

day, April 18. Designed as a way to unwind and 
create, the library provides the paint, canvas and 
pompoms. An award goes to the piece voted Worst 
Art. No registration is required.

• Afternoon Movie: “Barbie” at 2 p.m. Friday, 
April 19. The comedy is Rated PG-13.

• Genealogy Help with Colleen Miltenberger 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, April 20. Milt-
enberger can offer tips and advice on how to re-
search a family tree or fi nd genealogical record.

• Kennedy’s Kitchen at 2 p.m. Saturday, April 
20. The band’s modern sound is rooted in tradi-
tional Irish music.

• Great Decisions at 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 
22. The foreign-policy discussion program contin-
ues its 26th season. The focus is “Understanding 
Indonesia.” Reading material is available at the 
circulation desk. Call 873-3049 for more details. 

• World Book Day (youth through age 17) all 
day Tuesday, April 23. Children who come to 
the library dressed as a character from their fa-
vorite book can pick out a free book. See Youth 
Department librarians for details.

• Internet Basics Class at noon Tuesday, April 
23. Learn how to use Internet browsers, search 
engines and websites.

• Tinkercad 3-D Modeling from 4-5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 24, in the Makerspace.  
Registration is required for the program that in-
volves Tinkercad, a free online collection of soft-
ware tools. This session, for children 9-17, serves 
as an introduction to 3-D design, art and printing. 
No experience is necessary. All registered par-
ticipants receive a 3-D print of his/her creations. 
Register at the Youth Services desk or call (219) 
873-3045 for more info. Space is limited. MCPL 
3-D printing rules apply, and the printing fee is 
waived for this program.

• Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4 
p.m. Tuesdays in April. Harris can offer tips 

Michigan City Public Library

and advice on how to research a family tree or 
fi nd genealogical record

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in 
April. Membership is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from 
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays in April. Create with 
LEGO WeDo, Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozobots 
and 3-D pens. Children 12 and younger must 
have a parent or guardian attend with them.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Frogs Scavenger Hunt in April. Find the char-
acters hidden in Youth Services for a prize. Loca-
tions change each week.

• Weekly Crafts for Kids & Teens. Each week 
offers a different project. Take-home craft kits are 
available, or create some in the Makerspace.

• Learning Center volunteers needed for chil-
dren and adults. Areas include reading, math, 
high school equivalency and English as a Second 
Language. All supplies and training are provided. 
Volunteers are needed two hours a week. Contact 
Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or stop by 
the Learning Center for more details.

• Collector’s Breakfast Fundraiser for the 
Friends of the Library at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 20, at St. John United Church of Christ 
Fellowship Hall, 101 St. John Road. Tickets, 
which cost $25, are available at the library cir-
culation desk. Each person can take one item for 
appraisal by Martin Papke of Kathy’s Antiques, 
Chesterton.

❑

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 
E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

Home sweet home starts here

Beyond

Robyn Graffenius
Mortgage Advisor
269-208-1760

NMLS# 877903

http://www.mclib.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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Two local restaurants partnered to support the nightly meal provided 
through Michigan City’s Nest Community Shelter. The Polish Peasant
(top photo) reached out to Nest Executive Director Harrison Holtkamp 

about doing something special for Easter dinner at the shelter, 1001 W. 
Eighth St. Owners-chefs Mark and Amanda Kolasa donated a complete 
Easter dinner. Earlier in March, guests were treated to dinner courtesy of 

LaPatrona Food Truck of Cabo’s Ice Cream (bottom photo). 

Eateries Aid Local Shelter

NB Library Community Forum

Lake Michigan College art lecturer Susan Wilc-
zak will explore what makes a painting or a sculp-
ture “art” during the next New Buffalo Library 
Community Forum.

The program, which focuses especially on modern 
and contemporary work, is at 6 p.m. EDT Tuesday, 
April 23, at New Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. 
Thompson St. 

The free program is sponsored by the Friends of 
the New Buffalo Library.

FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 7pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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Kevin Murphy Products
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

In the Area
April 18 — Bad Art Night for Adults, 5-7 p.m., 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

April 18 — A Brush with Madness, 6-8 p.m., 
Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 West, 
LaPorte. Cost: $8. Info: (219) 325-8315, www.
laportecountyparks.org

April 19 — Afternoon Movie: “Barbie,” 2 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

April 20 — Long Beach Parks/Long Beach Civic 
Association annual beach cleanup, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

April 20 — Genealogy Help with Colleen 
Miltenberger, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Michigan City Public 
Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

April 20 — Star Wars Celebration, 9-11 a.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

April 20 — Kennedy’s Kitchen, 2 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049.

April 21 – Michigan City Chamber Music 
Festival, Lakeside Artist Guild program, “The 
Grand Sextet!,” 3 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, 
121 W. Ninth St. Free. Info: www.mccmf.org

April 22 – Earth Day program, 4-6 p.m., Creek 

Ridge County Park, 7943 W. County Road 400 
North, Michigan City. Info: (219) 325-8315, www.
laportecountyparks.org

April 22 — Great Decisions, 6:30 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049.

April 22 — Celestial Night Hike, 7:30-9 p.m., 
Creek Ridge County Park, 7943 W. County Road 
400 North, Michigan City. Info: (219) 325-8315, 
www.laportecountyparks.org

April 23 — Drum Fit for Boomers, 9-10 a.m., Red 
Mill County Park, 0185 S. Holmesville Road, LaPorte. 
Info: (219) 325-8315, www.laportecountyparks.org

April 23 — Hoosier Author Talk with Bruce 
Johnson, 7-8 p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 
904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

April 24 — Michigan City Senior Center 
(Washington Park) grand re-opening open house, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

April 24 — Tinkercad 3-D Modeling, 4-5 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3045. 

April 24 — Naturalist Guided Program, 5-6 
p.m., Bluhm County Park, 3855 S. County Road 
1100 West, Westville. Info: (219) 325-8315, www.
laportecountyparks.org

April 24 – Storytime for Adults, 6-7 p.m., LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

In April — “Whimsical Warhol: Pop Portraits 
by Exceptional Learners of Chesterton High 
School”/“How the Depot was Saved and How it 
Survives Today,”  The Beverly Shores Depot Museum 
& Art Gallery, 525 S. Broadway. “Whimsical Warhol” 
runs through April 21/“How the Depot was Saved” 
through April 28. Info: www.bsdepot.org

Through April 30 — Towns of LaPorte County 
Pop-Up” display (Rolling Prairie), LaPorte County 
Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., 
LaPorte. Info: (219) 324-6767. 

Through May 6 — Works by Jane Cowley, Ellen 
Firme Gallery, 92 W. U.S. 12, Beverly Shores.

Through June — Work by Julie Kasniunas, 
The Legacy Center Gallery at Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Legacy Cen-
ter hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Reception: after 10:30 
a.m. Mass on May 5. Info: lucia@qas.org

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance 
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 W. 
McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 p.m. 
Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.mccmf.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.bsdepot.org
mailto:lucia@qas.org
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Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 109 Ann St. Doors open: 3:30 p.m. 
Bingo: 6 p.m. $45 entrance fee (includes all cards). 
Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays in April — Genealogy Help with Pat 
Harris, 1-4 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays in April — Creative Tech Activities 
(ages 6-17), 3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Li-
brary, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meeting for Friends/
Family of Alcoholics, 6 p.m., Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 600 Franklin Square. Enter at Sixth Street 
Barker Hall side. Info: Candy at (708) 927-5287.

Thursdays in April — Needle Arts Club to Warm 
Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049.

Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 a.m. 
Info: Jan at (219) 241-8757, Paula at (219) 588-
3127, www.oa.org  

Saturdays in LaPorte — Guided tours, 2-3 
p.m., LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 
2405 Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

Second Tuesday of the Month — Stroke Sup-
port Group for Survivors and Caregivers, 2 p.m., 
Mother Maria Theresia Room, Franciscan Health 
Michigan City, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: Kelly 
Wise at Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org

In the Region
April 19 — Science Fridays Series, 5:30-6:30 

p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 
49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

April 19 — Awards reception, 30th Art Barn 
School of Art Juried Art Exhibition, 5-8 p.m., Art 
Barn, 695 N. County Road 400 East, Valparaiso. 
Exhibit runs through May 23. Info: (219) 462-9009, 
www.artbarnschool.org

April 19 — The Save the Tunes Council, 7:30-9 
p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 
49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

April 19 — Grahame Lesh & The North, 8 p.m.. 
EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $25 + $4.50 convenience fee, 
$50 + $4.50 convenience fee (reserved). Reserva-
tions: www.acornlive.org

April 20 — Chellberg Farm Care, 9 a.m.-noon, 
Bailly Homestead/Chellberg Farm, 618 N. Mineral 
Springs Road, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.
nps.gov/indu

April 20 — Garlic Mustard Pulling Party, 9-11 
a.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

April 20 — Beginner Beach Glass Wire-Wrap-
ping Workshops, 10:30 a.m.-noon & 1-2:30 p.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Cost: $7. Info: (219) 926-1390.

April 20 — Aaron Lee Tasjan with Molly Mar-
tin,  8 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, 

Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $25 + $4.50 convenience 
fee, $50 + $4.50 convenience fee (reserved).  Reser-
vations: www.acornlive.org

April 21 — Wildfl ower Wander, 10 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Cost: $7. Info: (219) 926-1390.

April 21 — Beach Mysteries Table, 2-3 p.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Cost: $7. Info: (219) 926-1390.

April 21 — Alejandro Escovedo with James Mas-
tro, 7 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, 
Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $50 + $7 convenience 
fee, $75 + $7 convenience fee (reserved). Reserva-
tions: www.acornlive.org

April 22 — Community Park-wide Cleanup for 
Earth Day, 9 a.m.-noon, Indiana Dunes Visitor Cen-
ter, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, 
www.nps.gov/indu

April 23 — What Is Art? (With a Focus on Mod-
ern and Contemporary Work), 6 p.m. EDT, New 
Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. Thompson St. Info: 
(269) 469-2933.  

Through April 27 — “Duneland Weavers’ 
Guild’s Fiber Art ’24,” “Expressive Minds: the CAC 
Youth Art Exhibition,” Chesterton Art Center, 115 
S. Fourth St. Info: (219) 926-4711, www.chesterton-
art.org

Through April 28 — Kevin Firme, “Sculpture 
and Drawings,” Midwest Museum of Art, 429 S. 
Main St., Elkhart. 

Through May 2 — Peter Wise exhibit (paint-
ings/mixed media/montages), Pines Village Retire-
ment Communities, 3303 Pines Village Circle, Val-
paraiso.

Through May 5 — Community Student Art Ex-
hibition, The Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad 
St., St. Joseph, Mich. Hours: noon-4 p.m. EDT 
Thur.-Sun. Info: https://boxfactoryforthearts.org

Through May 5 — “Radiator Mascots: Art, Style 
& Story,” The Studebaker National Museum, 201 
Chapin St. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission:  $11/adults, $9.50/
seniors 60+, $7/youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-
9714, (888) 391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org

Through May 12 — “Indiana Lore,” South Bend’s 
The History Museum, 808 W. Washington St. Hours 
(Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/seniors, $7/youth 
6-17, free/members. Info: www.historymuseumSB.
org, (574) 235-9664. 

Through May 12 — Photo exhibit of 1926 
Valparaiso fi re, Porter County Museum (PoCo Muse), 
20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso. Free admission. Hours: 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Sun. Info: www.pocomuse.org, 
@pocomuse on social media.

Through May 12 — “Facing the Giant: 3 De-
cades of Dissent,” Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., 
St. Joseph, Mich. Also on display: Aaron Martin’s 

Continued on Page 36
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“Nébwakat Mshiké: Wise Turtle,” through 2024. 
Info: www.krasl.org, (269) 983-0271.

Through May 31 — “Birds, Butterfl ies & the 
Beauty That Surrounds Them” (Pamela Kirkham’s 
original acrylic paintings), Fernwood Botanical Gar-
den Clark Gallery, 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, 
Mich. Info: www.pamkirkham.com

Through July 28 — “Family Haulers: The 
American Station Wagon,” The Studebaker Na-
tional Museum, 201 Chapin St. Hours (Eastern): 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission:  
$11/adults, $9.50/seniors 60+, $7/youth ages 6-18. 
Info: (574) 235-9714, (888) 391-5600, www.stude-
bakermuseum.org

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Saturdays in April — Nature Play Date, 1-3 
p.m., Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental 
Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach 
neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/

Saturdays-Sundays in April — Chellberg 
Farm Open House, 1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12 and 20, Porter. Info: (219) 395-
1882, www.nps.gov/

Sundays in April — Miller Woods Hike, 1:30-
3:30 p.m., Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmen-
tal Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach 
neighborhood. Info: www.nps.gov/, (219) 395-1882.

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “A Streetcar 
Named Desire.” Rated PG. Time: 7 p.m. April 18. 
Also: “Wicked Little Letters.” Rated R. Times: 4 & 
7 p.m. April 19, 4 p.m. April 20-21. Also: “Hundreds 
of Beavers.” Rated PG-13. Time: 7 p.m. April 20. All 
times Eastern. Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., Three 
Oaks, Mich. Info:  www.vickerstheatre.com, (269) 
756-3522.

Continued From Page 35

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

38 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le

 c
ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

It's time to lead the life you were meant to live!
219-878-0322                 www.jeanneanncannon.com
                                 jeanneanncannon@comcast.net

April 9, 2024
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Gutter Busters    32   12
2. Pin Pals      31   13
3. Spare Me, Pin Ups     15   19
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Jill Jankowski  178
2. Dottie Brinckman  174
3. Tammy Vouri   166
4. Mary Lou McFadden    161
5. Mary McDonald  160
6. Deb Frederick      158
7. Nancy Kubath   156
8. Genny Kohler    153
9. Kim Stokes   150
SPLITS
Nancy Klausner  5-7
Susan Kieffer  3-10
Deb Konicek  6-7
Lisa Albers  3-9-10
Tammy Vouri   5-10
Diana Holt  2-7, 3-10
THREE STRIKES
Jill Jankowski

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

Public Art Committee

Michigan City Public Art Committee meets at 10 
a.m. Thursday, April 18, at Lubeznik Center for the 
Arts, 101 W. Second St.

LaPorte County Public Library

Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue 
fi nes. Customers only will be charged for items they 
damage, lose or never return.  

The following programs are planned:
• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 

April 19, at the main library. Children ages 3-5 
with their caregivers experience stories, songs, 
crafts and activities.

• Star Wars Celebration from 9-11 a.m. Satur-
day, April 20, in the main library Reading 
Wi-Fi Garden. The program includes a “Star 
Wars” craft and movie marathon.

• Hoosier Author Talk with Bruce Johnson 
from 7-8 p.m. Tuesday, April 23, in the main li-
brary Meeting Room B. County Historian Bruce 
Johnson will discuss the likes of Kurt Vonnegut, 
Gene Stratton-Porter and James Whitcomb Riley.

• Storytime for Adults from 6-7 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 24, at the main library Meeting 
Room B. The program involves reading from 
short stories, excerpts from novels and/or poetry. 
Coffee will be provided.

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

HOURLY DESIGN
CONSULTING TO
ADD VALUE AND
AVOID MISTAKES

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 
Bloomington, IL, State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX, State 
Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto. Bundle &
save.
Call me for a quote today

Warren Attar
Agent
106 Woodland Ct Suite 3
Michigan City, IN 46360
Bus: 219-874-4256
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
www.warrenattar.com
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QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

On April 18, 1775, Paul Revere began his famous 
ride between the Massachusetts towns of Charles-
town and Lexington, warning American colonists of 
the approach of British troops.

On April 18, 1818, President James Monroe 
signed a bill creating the state of Illinois.

On April 18, 1858, rain began falling on the Chi-
cago area, and continued to fall for 60 consecutive 
days.

On April 18, 1921, Junior Achievement, created 
to encourage business skills in young people, incor-
porated.

On April 18, 1923, the fi rst game was played in 
Yankee Stadium.

On April 18, 1924, the fi rst crossword puzzle 
book was published by Simon & Schuster.

On April 19, 1775, the Revolutionary War began 
in Massachusetts as British and American forces 
began fi ghting at both Lexington and Concord.

On April 19, 1865, the funeral for President 
Abraham Lincoln was held in the White House.

On April 19, 1892, in Springfi eld, Mass., Charles 
E. Duryea took his horseless carriage — the fi rst 
American-made automobile — out of his shop for a 
successful drive.

On April 19, 1897, the fi rst Boston Marathon 
was run from Ashland to Boston. Winner John Mc-
Dermott ran the course in 2 hours, 55 minutes, 10 
seconds.

On April 19, 1910, after weeks of being viewed 
through telescopes, Halley’s Comet was reported 
visible to the naked eye in Curacao.

On April 20, 1857, Chicago Mayor John “Long 
John” Wentworth led a raid on the “Sands,” a noto-
rious North Michigan Avenue vice district.

On April 20, 1902, scientists Marie and Pierre 
Curie succeeded in isolating the radioactive ele-
ment radium.

On April 20, 1949, Mayo Clinic scientists re-
vealed they synthesized a hormone to treat rheu-
matoid arthritis named “cortisone.”

On April 20, 1955, Richard Daley began his fi rst 
term as Chicago mayor. He was re-elected fi ve times.

On April 20, 1972, the manned lunar module 
from Apollo 16 landed on the moon.

On April 21, 1649, the Maryland Toleration Act, 
providing for freedom of worship for all Christians, 
was passed by the Maryland Assembly.

On April 21, 1836, at San Jacinto, with the bat-
tle cry “Remember the Alamo!,” an army of Texans, 
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led by Gen. Sam Houston, defeated a Mexican Army 
led by Gen. Santa Anna. Few battles in history have 
had such a devastating effect on a nation as did this 
one on Mexico. In the treaty that followed, they ced-
ed to the new Republic of Texas all of present-day 
Texas, about half of New Mexico, and parts of Colo-
rado and Wyoming. Ten years later, in the Mexican 
War with the United States — fueled by a dispute 
over the southern boundary of Texas — Mexico lost 
Arizona, California and the rest of New Mexico.

On April 21, 1843, Chicago passed an ordinance 
prohibiting pigs from running free on the streets of 
the city.

On April 21, 1925, the Chicago neighborhood of 
Streeterville got its name when Elmo Streeter was 
arrested for “squatting” on the land.

On April 22, 1348, at a royal ball in England, 
the Countess of Salisbury was dancing with King 
Edward III when one of her garters slipped off. The 
king retrieved it and put it on his leg. This was the 
beginning of the Order of the Garter, the highest 
order of English knighthood.

On April 22, 1864, Congress fi rst authorized the 
director of the U.S. Mint to use the motto “In God 
We Trust” on all coins.

On April 22, 1904, J. Robert Oppenheimer, the 
nuclear physicist who headed the fi rst U.S. atomic 
bomb development project, was born in New York.

On April 23, 1564, William Shakespeare, consid-
ered the greatest dramatist the world has known, 
was born in Stratford-on-Avon, an English market 
town about 80 miles northwest of London.

On April 23, 1838, the fi rst transatlantic steam-
ship service began as two ships arrived in New York 
from England.

On April 23, 1848, the Illinois & Michigan Ca-
nal, linking Chicago with the Mississippi River, of-
fi cially opened.

On April 23, 1954, Hank Aaron, in a game 
against the St. Louis Cardinals, hit the fi rst of his 
record 755 major league home runs.

On April 23, 1969, Sirhan Sirhan was sentenced 
to death for assassinating Sen. Robert Kennedy of 
New York. (The sentence later was reduced to life 
imprisonment.

On April 24, 1704, The Boston News Letter com-
menced publication. It was the fi rst American news-
paper printed on a regular basis over an extended 
period of time.

On April 24, 1800, with a start-up fund of $5,000 
“for the purchase of such books as may be neces-
sary,” and with the books from Thomas Jefferson’s 
entire library, the Library of Congress was offi cially 
established.

On April 24, 1897, William Price, upon reporting 
for work at The Washington Star, became the fi rst 
journalist with the title “White House Reporter.”

On April 24, 1953, Queen Elizabeth II knighted 
British statesman Winston Churchill.

Tuscan Valley Landscaping
________________________________________________

Design & Planting Installation

Landscape Lighting Installations/Repairs

Irrigation Services Installations/Repairs

Backflow Device Testing & Repair

Fertilization Programs

Ornamental Treatments

Flower Pot & Seasonal Color Change

Landscape Maintenance Programs

________________________________________________

____________________________

(219) 861-3459
tuscanvalleylandscaping@gmail.com

www.tuscanvalleylandscaping.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Fresh organic brown eggs for sale by the dozen.

Please call (219) 561-1287.
Join us for a relaxing daylong women’s retreat April 26. It will explore 
the body-mind-spirit connection to get centered in your power, and learn 
skills of how to get there with breath work, meditation, sound bath, nature 
walk, body moves & tarot. Includes midday lunch and snacks. Space is 

limited. Located in Michiana, Mich. Text (415) 548-0498 to receive sign 
up details.

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Authorized IRS e-file provider: Single-Married/No Dependents, (1) state 
included: IN, IL or MI, $100. Single-Married/with Dependents, $125. If (2) 
states are needed (add $35). Capital Gains (add $100). Rental properties 

up to 3 (add $150). Business no employees (add $150). Business with 
employees (add $250). Corp K-1 (add $100).

Howard Feder: (219) 814-4266, federaltaxsvc@sbcglobal.net
ILLINOIS CONCEALED CARRY FIREARM CURRICULUM

Including renewals, private classes, top-tier training, advanced education. 
IL-Certified CCL instructor since 2013. Serving LaPorte, Porter, 

Berrien counties.
Call/text (847) 601-9993, bpetrigger@att.net, www.triggerwise.blogspot.com

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 •  www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Lefty’s Pro Shop: All Things Golf!
Green, green, green, I say! Everywhere you look, got to love it. Back to 
start the Caddyshakers on Monday at Muni South. Clubhouse remod-
eled! Good job, Marty! Played north course Monday, got my 90 swings 

in! I call it good, bad and ugly. No score, just bang the ball around. Pogo 
says, “Call Lefty at (219) 873-0858 for latest inventory items and appoint-
ments.” Yogi says, “Bingo once told me, ‘Let’s play 2. It’s almost as good 
as a doubleheader.’” Olive says, “If we don’t have it, you don’t need it.” 

Lefty says, “Keep in the short grass and play ready golf.” Namaste, Lefty.
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
28 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 

references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning and vinyl porch 

panel and screen cleaning experts! Check out my 5-star ratings online or 
ask your neighbors!

AOP Cleaning & Maintenance LLC
Still growing and happy to take new customers to assist with serving your 
needs. Cleaning, laundry, organization, maintenance, move-outs & more. 

Ask what we offer! We are striving to build a company that is servicing 
our community, with local businesses and residential homes! We currently 

operate in Long Beach, Beverly Shores, LaPorte, New Carlisle, New 
Buffalo and Michigan City!

(219) 617-8937 • aopenterprises1@gmail.com • 
#SupportYourLocalBusinesses

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

ANGIE’S CLEANING SERVICES
Residential, condos, apartments, rentals, arbnb. Weekly, biweekly, 

monthly, occasional. Free estimates. Call (219) 814-3499.
Beachside Cleaners: residential-commercial cleaning and yard care. 

Insured. Call (219) 285-1828.

Responsible, retired person seeks cleaning jobs to keep me busy 2-3 
days a week. 30-years experience, prefer daytime work. Available now. 

Call (219) 380-1174 and leave a message.
Miranda’s Cleaning Services: homes, businesses. Regular or deep 

cleans. Flexible schedule. Call (219) 851-8491.
HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Spring Cleanup • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • 
Gutter Cleaning • Painting: Interior/exterior • And Much More • Free esti-
mates. 20+ years exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the 

best ones… Recommendations available. Insured.
Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (574) 855-0666.

BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599
Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 27-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840

Top Notch handymen at your service. 25+ years of experience puts 
your home in good hands and perfect working order. Inside-outside 

jobs. Painting, tiling, all home maintenance and repairs. Free estimates. 
References available.  Insured. Contact Ed at (269) 635-9760 or opera-

tions@handytopnotch.com.
Mike Heyden Handyman Service

Over 40 years experience: carpentry, roof repairs, power washing, paint-
ing floors. No bull: Just honest work. Call Mike at (219) 916-0270.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 43 yrs. experience.
  terrystandring@hotmail.com

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
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JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. 30+ years experience. Fully insured. Interior/exte-
rior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding and more. 

Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering & 
Stone • Eifs • Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/

bonded. Call (219) 229-2352. 

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Experienced in other facets of construction. If you have a house issue, 

don’t hesitate to ask me. We do it all from A-Z. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reason-
able. Experience with cracked-damaged drywall/plaster. Thank you for 

any job opportunities. (). Call me at (219) 393-0529.

TIM AND JEFF’S PAINTING
Painting, pressure washing, interior/exterior. Free estimates. (219) 814-3885.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474

Spring cleanup. Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at 
(219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Spring cleanup. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weed-
ing. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power wash-

ing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-

up. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767

Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MOTA’S LANDSCAPING LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

JUST LEAVES AND MORE
Yard cleanup, trimming, mowing, winterizing, mulching. Free estimates. 

Call (219) 814-3885.

Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.
Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.

LLOYD’S TREE SERVICES
Tree removal  • Brush removal. Guaranteed work. 30+ years 
experience. Locally owned. Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387

SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Mowing service, cleanups, trimming, mulch, weeding, snow plowing &

power washing. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Jose: (219) 369-7522

GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.
Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • Snow Removal

Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 
(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com

S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622, (219) 878-1985
MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Mechanic Wanted! • Carts on 12
Golf-cart repair and custom build work • Pay: $17-$20 per hour.
Benefits: paid vacation, paid holidays, flexible hours and more!
Apply in person at Carts on 12, 19429 U.S. 12, New Buffalo, MI

Or email resume to info@cartson12.com
FOR SALE

Swan Lake indoor chapel double crypt: $8,100.
Heywood Wakefield kneehole desk with dogbone chair: $2,000.

Heywood Wakefield bar cart: $850.
 5anxiousal@gmail.com 

Newly bought electric 4-burner oven & connector. Bought for $615 total, 
selling for $550 OBO, as it is too big for my kitchen space. Used once, 

perfect condition. Text (415) 548-0498 
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

WANT TO BUY/RENT/LEASE/SHARE
Quiet tenant seeks 1BR apartment. Call The Salvation Army 

at (219) 874-6885 and leave a message for Paul Zdyb.
HOME WATCH

NOW IN OUR SEVENTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES
Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com 
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE SPACE FOR WORKING PROFESSIONALS
Working from home and/or require personal office space? We have pri-
vate office space available to meet your needs. Freshly decorated, func-
tional office space, furnished or unfurnished, includes use of conference 
room and other amenities. Exceptionally convenient parking and located 
in Commerce Square near the lake. Offices vary in size, and rents are 

inclusive of utilities. Rents vary on size of desired space. 
Call (219) 363-4545 for more information.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 
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Galway Confi dential by Ken Bruen (hardcov-
er $26.95 retail in bookstores and online; also avail-
able as an eBook and an audio CD. 256 pages.)

“How do you come out of a coma?
“I was bewildered, befuddled, but mostly I was 

very —
“Thirsty.” 
Jack Taylor spent 18 months in a coma. A lot can 

happen in that time. Like a pandemic. 
This is Book 17 in the series set in Ireland about 

Jack Taylor, a private investigator. Never read 
Ken Bruen before, and it’s unfortunate I didn’t get 
around to him sooner. He has a way of saying a lot 
with few words. So if you’re looking for a one- or 
two-night read, this may be it.

The fi rst person Taylor sees 
upon waking from his coma is a 
man who calls himself Raftery 
and says he saved him from a 
severe beating and stabbing. 
Raftery tells the nurse he is Tay-
lor’s brother, which isn’t true, of 
course, so what’s his agenda?

Taylor doesn’t even recognize 
Raftery, but he comes with a 
hidden bottle of Jameson whis-
key on his person, so what’s not 
to like?

He says he’s Irish-American 
and host of a podcast called 
“Galway Confi dential.” He says 
he has 20,000 listeners. Taylor 
takes him at his word; after all, 
he’s still a little woozy from his 
attack. Raftery tells Taylor he 
threw the assailant over the 
bridge, where the police picked 
him up — still alive.

Taylor also is visited by Shei-
la Winston, a former nun who 
wants him to investigate who’s 
targeting and killing nuns in the city. She thinks 
the police are not interested in fi nding the killer. 
Raftery says he knows about the attacks and is us-
ing his podcast to fl ush out the killer. He could use 
Taylor’s help.

Then, Taylor learns about two sadistic young 
men targeting homeless people. Their idea of a good 
time is dousing them with lighter fl uid, then tossing 
a match. They are on Taylor’s radar, as their latest 
victim is someone he knew. Taylor decides the best 
way to catch the pair is to pose as their next victim. 

His hunch pays off, as he smashes the leg of one 
assailant while the other runs away. The injured 
boy’s parents try to sue Taylor, but he gets off with 
the help of a lawyer who says he will work pro 
bono. Of course, Taylor now owes him a favor, and 
it doesn’t take long for that favor to come front and 
center. The lawyer says a certain woman is threat-

ening a married man with knowledge of a recent 
affair she had with him. How about Taylor has a 
friendly talk with her? Although, I don’t think talk 
is the word the lawyer meant.

Before that talk can happen, the Mother Superior 
of the local convent calls Taylor in and persuades 
him to fi nd the killer of three nuns — oh wait, the 
count is now four as the latest victim is none other 

than the former Sister Sheila 
Winston. His conscience now 
makes him intent on fi nding the 
killer and meting out his own 
brand of justice — forget the po-
lice.

Being a private investigator 
means ferreting out a lot of in-
formation, some from the most 
unlikely of places. A bartender 
he knows tells him a few things 
that just about knock him over 
with shock. Who would have 
thought that…? Sorry, that’s 
confi dential information. And, 
it’s good to remember:  “In Gal-
way, when you are taken into 
someone’s confi dence, the impli-
cation is that up until now you 
weren’t to be trusted.”

It’s an armchair trip around 
Galway in the time of COVID. 
Bruen makes many references to 
the pandemic as felt by the Irish, 
such as the upset in the economy, 
the fi ght in the Ukraine, Boris 
Johnson quitting and everything 

else that came along — especially, for Taylor, the 
closing down of bars. Taylor’s take on the pandemic 
after he comes out of the coma: “The whole fabric of 
how we lived was changed but not improved.”

That Jack Taylor is an interesting character 
is the understatement of the year. There’s a lot of 
Jameson to be drunk in this book, to the point I felt 
slightly tipsy after reading a few chapters. Like a 
true Irishman, Jack can hold his liquor better than 
most, with a dry humor that is hard to miss and fun 
to read. He’s a wellspring of Irish sayings like, “You 
don’t want to tell an undertaker you’re not feeling 
well.” So glad I met Jack Taylor. I look forward to 
his next adventure.

The fi nal word: If you are offended by coarse lan-
guage, there is so little here as to be easily over-
looked.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/2ba / $435,000       
Michael & Rudy Conner • 312.735.2912

3305 W Dunes Hwy

LA PORTE 

3br/2.1ba / $279,900       
Kaileyene Krask • 219.851.7290

1403 Indiana Ave

LA PORTE

5br/3.1ba / $2,250,000     
Susan Yemc • 219.617.3731 

676 E 700 N 

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/2ba / $499,900        
Tim Perry • 219.814.2000

10097 N 425 W

LONG BEACH  

4br/3.1ba / $1,949,000  
Micky & Braedan Gallas • 219.861.6012 

2228 Lake Shore Dr

LA PORTE 

3br/2.1ba / $299,900         
Elisha Beam • 574.514.6759

802 Corvette Dr 

DUNE ACRES

4br/3ba / $1,200,000     
Mark Hull • 219.406.8090

2 Cypress Ln

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/3.1ba / $639,000      
Micky & Braedan Gallas • 219.861.6012

6432 W Bleck Rd

MARINA SHORES

3br/1.2ba / $475,000        
Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364
5946 S Dune Harbor Dr

http://www.thebeacher.com
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This Cape Cod residence has undergone an exquisite
renovation. The property comprises three bedrooms
and two and a half bathrooms, featuring convenient
main floor laundry facilities. If you love to entertain,

this is the place for you! The living room boasts
vaulted ceilings and a unique circular fireplace,

complemented by an open floor plan to the dining
room and kitchen. There is hardwood flooring
throughout the main level. A recently remodeled

kitchen showcases new cabinets, quartz countertops,
and sleek black stainless-steel appliances. The lower
level includes a finished recreational room. Situated
on a spacious half-acre lot adjacent to Crichfield
School, this home showcases a new roof, siding,
septic system, driveway, windows and more.

Listed by: Lisa Moore

219-363-2544

389,900

PRICE REDUCTION !!

$5,000 TOWARD CLOSING &
HOME WARRANTY


