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For Michigan City’s Agemy family, the meaning of Giving Tuesday on Nov. 28 hit closer to home.
It marked the offi cial announcement of their son, Amir, as a Riley Hospital for Children Champion as 

he serves as an ambassador, and the beginning of fundraisers for the hospital through Michigan City Area 
Schools. 

Amir, a Barker Middle School eighth-grader who will be 14 next month, was diagnosed at 5 with type 1 
diabetes, thanks to quick thinking by his local pe-
diatrician, Dr. Usama Moustafa. On top of this chal-
lenge, he faces bilateral sensorineural hearing loss 
in both ears and has worn hearing aids since 3. 

Kim Agemy, Amir’s mother, admits she was skep-
tical when a representative from Riley called last 
September congratulating her son on being selected 
as a Champion. After some research, she realized it 
was, indeed, legitimate, although she still doesn’t 
know who nominated him. 

“I was so excited,” she said. “They (Amir; his 
father, Samer; and 11-year-old brother, Mazin) 
thought I was joking.”

As explained at www.rileykids.org, “Riley Cham-
pions is a program that honors Riley patients and 
families across the stage who demonstrate courage 
and commitment to helping others while navigat-
ing medical obstacles.” They are between ages 5-17, 
their “families have a heart for giving back” and 
demonstrate the “Chad Keown (a 2018 Riley Cham-
pion) Spirit of Riley, showing a desire to leave a leg-
acy of helping others.”

This year’s 10 Riley Champions are from across 
the state. Amir’s distinction is especially poignant 
since he is the fi rst LaPorte County recipient in 
the history of the program, which began in 2009. 
Nominations are accepted year-round at www.
rileykids.org/champions.

“It means a lot to me to be a 2024 Riley Champion,” 
Amir told The Beacher. “Being a Champion will let 
me experience things that I wouldn’t have before, 
but also it lets me help other kids going through 
diffi cult times. I have been getting a lot of support 
from Michigan City Area Schools, which has helped 
my fundraiser for Riley. I’m so excited to be able to 
be a Champion for this year.

A Champion for Children
by Kim Nowatzke

Amir Agemy, photographed here by Allison Hoover Photography, now is a 
Riley Hospital for Children Champion, serving as an ambassador. Continued on Page 2

http://www.rileykids.org
http://www.rileykids.org/champions
http://www.rileykids.org/champions
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Riley Children’s Foundation is the fundraising 
arm of Riley Children’s Health and the founding or-
ganization that opened Riley Hospital for Children 
in 1924. Today, Riley Children’s, located in India-
napolis, is recognized as one of the best children’s 
hospitals in the nation, and the only comprehensive 
children’s research hospital in the state. 

Betsy Kohn, MCAS director of communications, 
was excited to get the district on board supporting 
Amir and his fundraising efforts for Riley. For Giv-
ing Tuesday, all students were encouraged to Wear 
Red — the symbol of the Riley red wagon that helps 
families navigate the hospital — and given the op-
portunity to turn in donations to their school. Do-
nors can give online through a QR code or the link, 
https://give.rileykids.org/fundraiser/amir, through 

The Agemy family (from left): Samer, Mazin, Amir and Kim. Photo by Allison Hoover Photography.

A Champion for Children
Continued from Page 1

May. Right before MCAS’ winter break, donations 
were at $960, just shy of the $1,000 goal. 

“It was a lot of fun for students and staff at all of 
our schools to set aside their wolves gear and wear 
‘Riley red’ for a day,” Kohn said. “‘Wear Red’ day was 
a great opportunity for all of our schools to come to-
gether. Even children who didn’t have the means to 
donate showed support by wearing red, which was a 
beautiful thing! We’re so proud of Amir and support 
his desire to give back to this cause. We applaud 
him for his courage and positive attitude, despite 
the health challenges he has faced, and for his de-
sire to give back.” 

The effort, she continued, ties in nicely with 
MCAS’ Habits of Character, which commenced this 
past fall in the elementary and middle schools.

“Amir exemplifi es these habits as a Riley Cham-
pion,” Kohn said, “and our students and staff do, 
too, in showing their support.” 

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
https://give.rileykids.org/fundraiser/amir
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This isn’t the fi rst time MCAS schools have dem-
onstrated their support for him.  

RN Courtney Hyska, the school nurse at Barker 
Middle School, calls Amir a great example for any-
one to follow.

“Most kids his age try to hide anything that 
makes them different from everyone else. Not Amir. 
He embraces his diabetes and hearing diffi culties, 
and doesn’t seem to care who knows about it,” she 
said. “Instead, he’s using it as a teaching opportu-
nity to help raise awareness for himself and others. 
I’m so proud of him for taking on the role of a Riley 
ambassador!”

Hyska said her own son has type 1 diabetes. 
“Type 1 is so different from type 2. Type 1 is truly 

life or death if the insulin isn’t regulated properly. 
There is no surviving without it or controlling it 
with diet and exercise like type 2,” she explained. 
“Type 1 parents know how scary it is, so I try my 
best to treat their kids like I do my own, and keep 
in communication with them so they feel at ease en-
trusting me with their child. 

Amir Agemy is photographed with 
Barker Middle School nurse Courtney Hyska

“I typically see the students, at this age, strug-
gling to control their sugars because growth spurts 
and stress can make diabetes very diffi cult to con-
trol,” she continued. “It takes a lot of communica-
tion with the doctor and adjusting insulin doses to 
keep the blood sugars under control. A lot of kids, 
and parents, get frustrated during this time and, if 
they are not staying on top of things, it can get very 
dangerous very quickly.”

Amir, she noted, has a great support system in 
his family. His parents go on all fi eld trips and stay 
in close communication with Hyska, informing her 
of upcoming appointments and dosage changes. 

Continued on Page 4

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Mentioning the excellent care Amir receives from 
Hyska, Kim said, “Courtney is like Amir’s school 
mom to us. Not only has she raised a son with type 
1 diabetes, but she takes care of Amir and is always 
encouraging and educating him. She is a huge in-
fl uence to Amir. I never have a doubt when sending 
him to school because I know she will take care of 
Amir as if he was one of her own.

“She has a heart of gold, and MCAS is so lucky 
to have someone like Courtney. We can’t thank her 
enough for being a blessing to our family. She is top 
notch and the best!”

About four months ago, Amir made the decision 
to wear a continuous glucose monitor, which he 
wears on his arm for 10 days at a time. This results 
in less fi nger pokes. 

Kim has learned to respect and trust Amir as he 
makes decisions regarding his own treatment in the 
time frame with which he’s comfortable. 

Another key player in Amir’s education is Susan 
Baldwin, MCAS deaf/hard of hearing teacher, who 
Kim described as “going above and beyond in help-
ing him.”

“Amir is an amazing, responsible and hard-work-
ing student. He is kind, respectful, and a joy to be 
around,” Baldwin said. “Not only does he manage 
his diabetes at school, he also manages his hear-
ing levels and hearing assistive technology. Amir 
is quite knowledgeable about his hearing and his 
equipment. He advocates for himself.  If his hearing 
equipment is not working, Amir will call the audiol-
ogist or the company to get troubleshooting advice. 
He is always prepared to tell us exactly what is go-
ing on and what he has done to try and get it fi xed. 

A Champion for Children
Continued from Page 3

He is an impressive young man!”
Kim praises Baldwin as always encouraging her 

son.
“If she saw that he was down,” Kim said, “she 

helped show him a brighter side.” 
Besides Giving Tuesday, MCAS incorporated 

Amir’s cause into its participation in the Festival 
of Lights parade on Dec. 2. Castle Ford of Michigan 
City provided the Agemy family with a convertible 
to ride in, while other supporters followed along, 
passing out Riley items such as bracelets and pen-
cils. Reprographic Arts donated special T-shirts and 
banners — with a design created by Amir himself — 
with a large one on the convertible and smaller ones 
adorning the MCAS bus. 

Following the parade, Former Mayor Duane Par-
ry invited Amir to help count down and turn on the 
lights for the offi cial Christmas Tree Lighting at 
Michigan City Public Library. 

Prior to the big event, Parry told the audience, 
“…Through his unwavering perseverance and cour-
age in the face of adversity, Amir is not only an in-
spiration, but a perfect example of what it means to 
be Michigan City Strong.”

The Michigan City Festival of Lights hasn’t been 
the only event keeping the Agemy family busy. It 
was welcomed to a special weekend of events in 
Indianapolis for Riley Champions and their fami-
lies beginning Sept. 29. Special break-off sessions 
helped prepare Amir and his family for his role of 
ambassador, including practical tips on creating 
videos on how best to share his story. 

“We met some amazing families that now we are 
friends with and look forward to seeing again,” Kim 
said. “It’s nice knowing that we’re not the only ones 
out there.” 

The Agemys enjoyed trying out The Old Spaghetti 
Factory and riding scooters 
around town, but the high-
light was joining the other 
Champions for a close view 
at the 50-yard line of the coin 
toss before the Indianapolis 
Colts game against the Los 
Angeles Rams on Oct. 1. 

“It was our very fi rst pro-
fessional football game for 
all of us,” Kim said. “Amir 
and another person got to go 
out on the fi eld. He chose his 
dad.” 

She went on to describe 
another surprise. 

“One of the guys from 
the Rams came over and 
knuckle-knocked Amir (and 
the other Champions),” she 
said. “He’s actually from In-
diana: No. 18 Bennett Skow-

Michigan City Area Schools incorporated its support for Amir Agemy as a Riley Champion in the Festival of 
Lights Parade. Amir (left) is photographed with his brother, Mazin, with an MCAS school bus.
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ronek. How cool, that one of Amir’s middle names is 
Bennett. It’s weird how things work in mysterious 
ways.” 

The Agemys just received word they are invited 
to Riley’s annual gala, Red for our Kids, on March 9, 
2024. A special event also is at 9:30 a.m. Jan. 17 at 
Barker Middle School, when a Riley representative 
will present Amir with his championship banner, 
which the school will display. 

“Everything just keeps popping up,” Kim com-
mented. 

Looking even farther ahead, Amir says he wants 
to become an audiologist.

“I want to help kids who have been through what 
I’ve been through,” he said. 

Amir Agemy prepares for the of  cial Christmas Tree Lighting on Dec. 2 
with Former Mayor Duane Parry and Ric Federighi of radio station WIMS.

Susan Baldwin 
(left), deaf/
hard of hearing 
teacher, 
and Christi 
Summers, deaf/
hard of hearing 
assistant, are 
all smiles as 
they wear red 
to show their 
support for 
Amir.
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LaPorte County Historical Society Museum
The following events are 

planned:

• Pioneer Land spinners will 
spin yarn from natural fi -
bers, weather permitting, 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 13.

The group’s presence is consid-
ered a special visit since members 
usually work in a barn at LaPorte 
County Fairgrounds. The focus is 
how pioneers made textiles. The 
group’s next museum program is 
Feb. 10.

• Westville residents and 
Westville High School grad-
uates receive free admis-
sion Saturday, Jan. 13.

A Westville pop-up exhibit runs 
through Jan. 31.

• “Local Sights” is the theme of the 2024 Gal-
lery Wall.

The focus is artists who depicted scenes from 
around the county. A binder is available with more 
information on the artists and their scenes.

• Guided tours are at 2 p.m. Saturdays 
throughout January.

Entries included with on the “Local Sights” gallery wall.

No registration is required for the tours that last 
60 minutes.

❑

LaPorte County Historical Society Museum is lo-
cated at 2405 Indiana Ave. Call (219) 324-6767 for 
more details.

Winter Hours: 
Mon-Fri 11-5 • Sun 12-5

Winter Clearance

4125 Franklin •Michigan City
     219.873.9401                      

Visit PatricksGrille.com for
  Wednesday/Valentine Menus        

FOR LOVERS ONLY!
Two Nights to Celebrate Love for Valentine’s Day

Sat., Feb. 10th & Weds., Feb. 14th
Special Valentine Packages/Menus 

GIVE-BACK NIGHT 
AK SMITH CAREER CENTER CULINARY PROGRAM

Tuesday, January 9th 5-8pm 
Co-hosted with Long Beach County Club

Featuring Cash Bar, Student Food Stations                   
& a Silent Auction 

YYourr patronagee supportss locall culinaryy artss studentss competingg att 
tthee Cookk Aroundd thee Worldd competitionn att Disneyy Worldd -- AAprill 2024 

$30/Person - Pre-pay & Reserve your spot 219.873.9401

OPEN WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10th 4-8pm
Top-Shelf Bar - Specialty Cocktails - Beer, Wine 

Unique Weekly Dinner Menu
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Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2024 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

LineMullinsGroup.com
Marissa Stapleton | 312.520.3552
Elayne Fisk | Team Assistant
Howard Westbrook | 219.617.8839
Line Mullins | 708.790.3676
Jessica Fleming | 219.229.7437
Kristin Shoub | 630.362.4188
Peggy Adducci | 312.804.6000
10 N Whittaker Street | New Buffalo, MI 49117

http://www.thebeacher.com
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   Schoolhouse Shop & Dune Clothiers
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Everything in the Schoolhouse Shop 25% Off
(Excluding Edibles)

Closed Tuesdays

PNW MLK Day Celebration
Purdue University Northwest will host its annual 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration Thursday, 
Jan. 11, at the James B. Dworkin Student Services 
and Activities Complex, 
1401 S. U.S. 421, West-
ville.

Registration opens at 
8 a.m., with food starting 
at 8:30 a.m. Visit pnw.
edu/mlk-celebration to 
register.

Kevin Powell, a 2024 
Grammy-nominated 
poet, is the keynote 
speaker. A poet, jour-
nalist and author of 16 
books, he is an activ-
ist for human and civil 
rights, along with lead-
ing an annual cloth-
ing drive for homeless 
youth in New York City. 
He took a leadership 
role in the movement to 
redefi ne manhood away 
from sexism and violence. He also mentors and de-
velops people of every age as agents for change. His 
keynote address is titled “Been to the Mountaintop: 
Dr. King and the Present and Future of Our World.” 
Breakout community discussions then will be facili-
tated.

On Jan. 15, PNW campuses will be closed in ob-
servance of MLK Day. However, students, faculty 
and staff are encouraged to “Take the Day ‘On’” by 
volunteering for a community service project. PNW 
will help facilitate several community service activ-
ities that day.

Powell
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TIM PERRY
219-814-2000 | Tsperry.com
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Your Local Long Beach REALTOR®

2714 LAKE SHORE DR | LONG BEACH 11 JAMESTOWN DR | MICHIGAN CITY

2300 HAZELTINE DR  | LONG BEACH

J U
S

T
 L

I S
T

E
D

C
L

O
S

E
D

424 CHADWICK CR | VALPARAISO

2926 LAKE SHORE DR | LONG BEACH

S
O

L
D

*

P
E

N
D

I N
G

C
L

O
S

E
D

*represented buyer

http://www.thebeacher.com


January 11, 2024Page 10
THE

START THE NEW YEAR OUT
RIGHTWITH NEW FLOORING!

CARPET AND LVT FLOORING ON SALE
FROM SELECT VENDORS

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS SALEWHILE IT
LASTS!!

Duneland Home and Pro Hardware
1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, IN 46360

219-878-1720
Closed on Sundays nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER

312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

Supporting the Shelter

The Ancient Order of Hibernians-McGinnis By the Lake Chapter pre-
sented a $1,000 check Dec. 16 to the Sand Castle Shelter for Homeless 

Families. AOH partnered with Ritz Klub at its 10th annual Christmas 
party, raising additional money and supplies totaling $3,200 that were de-
livered with the check. AOH also collected individual gifts for children and 
mothers at the shelter. This was the fourth year in a row AOH supported 
the shelter. Pictured are Kevin McGinnis, Roger Guerin, John Sheahan, 
Paul Carey, Tammy Rosebaum, Citizens Concerned for the Homeless 

operations director, Patrick Rubey, Bill O’Connor and Jack Lydon.

Dunes Summer Theatre
Dunes Summer Theatre will hold auditions for 

its 2024 season from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
3, at The Holdcraft Center Performing Arts Center, 
1200 Spring St.

Season guidelines will be announced later this 
month, as will the location of the Chicago auditions, 
which are from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10. 
Virtual auditions will be accepted starting Feb. 5.

Email dunestheatre@gmail.com or visit www.
dunesARTS.org for more details.

Duneland Weavers Guild
Duneland Weavers Guild meets from 10 a.m.-

noon Saturday, Jan. 13, at Three Moons Fiberworks, 
402 Broadway, Chesterton.

Store owner Rebecca Riley Vargas will present an 
overview of rigid heddle loom weaving.   

Meetings are open to the public. Visit www.
dunelandweavers.org or Duneland Weavers Guild 
of Northwest Indiana on Facebook for more details.

mailto:dunestheatre@gmail.com
http://www.dunesARTS.org
http://www.dunesARTS.org
http://www.dunelandweavers.org
http://www.dunelandweavers.org
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2411 St. Lawrence Avenue ·  Long Beach, Indiana ·  219.874.7070

Thank you for the amazing 2023 and trusting me with the 
buying and selling of your home. Your support over the 
last year has been amazing and can’t thank you enough. 

Looking forward to 2024 and guiding you again.

LOVE,

Jordan

Indiana,  
I 

®

 you

219.861.3659 
jordangallas@atproperties.com 

JORDAN GALLAS

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:jordangallas@atproperties.com
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Discover a New Tea with Us

All 12 oz Hot Tea Cups are

only $2.24 in January.

By Appointment Only
Angila Keeney 

(219) 871-9340
708 Freyer Road, MC
• Cuts • Colors • Perms • 

• Manis • Pedis • Waxing •

New Clients 

30% OFF 
Any Service 
Exp. 1/27/2024

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

The Legacy Center
Works by Cheryl Kaper mark the next installa-

tion through March 31 at The Legacy Center Gal-
lery, which is located at Queen of All Saints Catholic 
Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave.

Kaper’s artwork is known as iconography; she 
paints sacred icons depicting imag-
es of the saints, Jesus and the Vir-
gin Mary. Her medium is acrylic on 
wood. She fi rst began painting when 
a friend invited her to attend an 
icon retreat in Santa Fe. The same 
instructor offered icon retreats at 
Lindenwood Retreat Center, closer 
to where she lives.

A “Meet the Artist” reception fol-
lows the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass on Feb. 4.

Center hours are 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thurs-
day, 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday-Saturday and 6 a.m.-3 
p.m. Sunday. Enter through the doors off Esther 
Street. Email lucia@qas.org for more details. 

Kaper

New Buffalo Township Library
• “The Giving Tree.” The library is accepting do-

nations to Michiana Humane Society.
• Winter Reading begins. The program runs 

through Feb. 29.
Weekly programs:

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Craft Time on Wednesdays while supplies last.
• Lego Club on Fridays-Saturdays.
• Yoga from 9-10 a.m. Saturdays.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Call (269) 
469-2933 for more details.

mailto:lucia@qas.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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“American Fiction” crests the new wave of poison 
darts hurled at the publishing industry for being 
out of touch. Readers aren’t much better. They’re 
dismissed as white-liberal-guilt fi ckle.

That may not be what people want to hear. Too 
much bile. But if any industry deserves the acid re-
fl ux, it is the publishing industry, and “American 
Fiction,” which follows Hulu’s adaptation of “The 
Other Black Girl” and R.F. Kuang’s scathing “Yel-
lowface,” has the guts to say what needs to be said…
while making you laugh, often loudly.

The movie is the feature fi lm debut of Cord Jef-
ferson, who adapted Percival Everett’s 2001 novel 
“Erasure.” It affords Jeffrey Wright the role of his 
career, along with killer supporting turns by the 
stellar ensemble. 

Wright (“Westworld”) is one of my favorite actors 
because he typically plays the smartest person in 
the room, but can’t quite connect with others. That’s 
true of Thelonious “Monk” Ellison, the disillusioned 
author-professor he plays in “American Fiction.” 
Monk has published a few books, none successful. 
Teaching is more a way to pay the bills.

While attending a literary festival in Boston, he 
reluctantly steps into a reading by Sintara Golden 
(Issa Rae, Wright’s fearless equal), whose new book 

is the latest literary sensation by a black author. 
Sintara’s actual reading fuels the movie’s fi rst out-
rageous laugh, contrasting her reserved personality 
with what’s on the page. Monk, however, is disgust-
ed. As a writer, he’s never made an issue of race. To 
him, Sintara is feeding off tired racial tropes.

When family struggles impose fi nancial hurdles 
on Monk, he cranks out an outrageous “black” book 
— “My Epifany,” intentionally misspelled — as a lit-
erary middle fi nger to the industry, only to discover 
publishers, and the movie industry, chomping at the 
bit to acquire it.

Jefferson contrasts the escalating interest in 
Monk’s book with ongoing family turmoil. His moth-
er (Leslie Uggams) is slipping from early onset Al-
zheimer’s into full progression of the disease. His 
brother Cliff (Sterling K. Brown, relishing laughs), 
is now openly gay, separated from his wife and chil-
dren and diving headfi rst into drugs and lovers. The 
calm amid the storm? Coraline (Erika Alexander, 

“American Fiction” Is 
One of the Year’s Best

by Andrew Tallackson

inTheatres
Jeffrey Wright stars with Erika Alexander in “American Fiction.”

★ ★ ★ ★
“American Fiction”

Running time: 119 minutes. In theaters. Rated R

for language and some sexual content
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wonderful), recently separated from 
her husband.

Why contrast Monk’s private life 
with broad satire of the publishing 
industry? That’s the sly brilliance of 
the fi lm. “American Fiction” argues 
that white mainstream America is 
more comfortable with stereotypes 
about blacks because they maintain 
the racial divide. Worlds far removed 
from each other. The industry would 
never publish a story about Monk’s 
very real problems because, then, 
we’d have to admit we’re all in this 
together. Life at its messiest.

Wright never relinquishes the 
reins on Monk so he slips into farce. 
The actor is aggressively real, his 
mounting disgust carefully modu-
lated so what you get is a man rein-
venting the game, and angry at him-
self for playing it. He may not soften his stance on 
his peers, but his embrace of his family — fl aws and 
all — elevates the performance into one of weary 
empathy.

Performances like Wright’s, and Paul Giamatti’s 
in “The Holdovers,” tend to get overlooked come Os-
car time because they lack the theatricality of what 
Bradley Cooper achieves in “Maestro.” Yet, these 

Sterling K. Brown (left) clearly enjoys the chance to go for laughs in “American Fiction.”
performances are equally memorable because they 
fi nd humanity amid the extreme.

“American Fiction,” and Wright’s performance, 
scored Golden Globe nominations, but the momen-
tum needs to continue come Oscar time. 

The movie is perfection.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

110 Franklin St • Michigan City, IN • 219-872-9471 ww follow us for more fun!follow us for more fun!

$10 
DOMESTIC BEER

BUCKETS  

NON SMOKING                                                      
FAMILY FRIENDLY

SCORE BIG 
AND SAVE BIG 

$250

WELL 
DRINKS

* Now thru Feb 12, 2024 on NFL game days. Dine-In only. Cannot be combined with any other promotions or discounts. Ask your server for details.

1/2 PRICE 
WINGS BONELESS & 

TRADITIONAL!

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Bradley Cooper really wants an Oscar.
Not that that’s a bad thing, nor will he likely go 

home empty-handed this year. Heck, he probably 
deserves it. 

With “Maestro,” Netfl ix’s new Leonard Bern-
stein biopic, Cooper isn’t just the star. He also di-
rected, co-wrote and co-produced it. As a director, 
it proves 2018’s “A Star is Born” was no fl uke. As a 
performance, Cooper does transformative work. He 
reinvents himself exhaustively, joining the ranks 
of Daniel-Day Lewis in “Lincoln,” Gary Oldman 
in “Darkest Hour” and Rami Malek in “Bohemian 
Rhapsody.” In each case, you no longer see the actor. 
It’s more like the real deal.

The difference, though, between a movie that en-
lightens, and one that feels like Oscar bait, is how 
we feel about its subject. What are we supposed to 
think of Bernstein, beyond the whole tortured ar-
tistic genius bit? Beyond Cooper’s body-and-soul in-
carnation? Because Bernstein comes across as an 
arrogant, selfi sh SOB, where, by the end, you feel 
more for the brilliant Carey Mulligan (“Promising 
Young Woman”) as Bernstein’s long-suffering wife, 
Felicia. Is that by design…or accident?

“Maestro,” which Cooper co-wrote with Oscar-
winner Josh Singer (“Spotlight”), is bold for not 
tackling the complicated relationship between 
Leonard and Felicia with kid’s gloves. Had it been 
made 20-30 years ago, it would have glossed over 
the darker elements...or avoided them completely. 
Instead, it’s full steam ahead.

The movie introduces Bernstein in 1943, at age 

25, when a stroke of good fortune has him making 
a triumphant conducting debut with the New York 
Philharmonic. He’s in bed with another man when 
getting the news, and this thrilling career opportu-
nity sends the movie’s camera out into the orchestra 
hall with dazzling fl ourish. The images also come 
bathed in lush black and white courtesy of Matthew 
Libatique (“A Star is Born,” “Black Swan”).

The fi lm’s early passages bounce along with ki-
netic energy, editor Michelle Tesoro (“The Queen’s 
Gambit”) breathlessly skipping through time while 
backed by Bernstein’s own music.

Felicia, when she meets Bernstein, feels like 
a kindred soul. A stage actress, she gets him. She 
also is his spine. The spark that refuses to let him 
compromise, especially after the fi lm’s most bril-
liantly written scene in which, amid discussions of 
becoming America’s most prominent conductor, the 
issue of anti-Semitism arises. His last name, even, 
is viewed as a deterrent.

Like the Cole Porter biopic “De-Lovely,” the 
bond between husband and wife is tenuous. Fe-
licia knows her husband likes men, but she also 
knows he loves her, so she’s willing to look the other 
way. Until, that is, she witnesses it fi rsthand, and 
“Lenny” gets sloppy, rumors circulating about his 

The Performances Are Brilliant, But
“Maestro” Can’t Humanize Its Subject

by Andrew Tallackson

Carey Mulligan and Bradley Cooper star in “Maestro.”

★ ★
“Maestro”

Running time: 129 minutes. Netflix.

Rated R for some language and drug use.

1/2
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sexuality. Then, that side to 
him eats away at her. In fact, 
Mulligan has a devastating mo-
ment as Felicia blames herself 
for thinking she was enough for 
her husband.

That scene cues the emotion-
al vacuum of “Maestro.” When 
Cooper is at the conducting po-
dium, lost in the music — his 
hair disheveled, his face a blus-
tery red — we see an actor play-
ing someone consumed by mu-
sic. But the screenplay does not 
afford Lenny a chance to open 
up so, even if we don’t agree 
with him, we understand him. 
Lenny’s sister (Sarah Silver-
man) describes him as a man 
unable to contain every aspect 
of himself. That may be true, but 
when he sits in an opera box, holding hands with a 
young man, Felicia seated next to him, the cruelty 
of the act detaches us even further from him.

There is one emotionally honest moment in which 
Lenny, walking with a former lover, clarinetist Da-
vid Oppenheim (Matt Bomer), breaks down, and we 
realize it’s because he misses the freedom of being 
true to himself. But “Maestro” needs more of that, 
moments that humanize its subject.

Maybe it’s no coincidence, then, that Mulligan  is 
listed before Cooper in the credits. Maybe this is Fe-
licia’s story, and not Lenny’s. And maybe we are not 
meant to leave the fi lm satisfi ed. But setting aside 
the exploration of Bernstein’s private life, the movie 
has a way of hopscotching through his career. Yes, 
his music is present, but the movie often lacks in-
sight into his creative genius. “West Side Story,” for 
instance, gets a passing mention, with some of the 

The fi lm offers some insight into Leonard Bernstein’s creative genius, but not enough.

score appearing on the soundtrack.
There is much to admire in “Maestro.” Cooper is 

fantastic, while Mulligan quietly asserts her own 
power into the fi lm. But, again, what do we think of 
Bernstein by the end? Well…

❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Masonry/Seawall Coatings

Long Beach Resident

Since 1997

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
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I approached “The Color Purple” with trepida-
tion.

Like many, I cherish Steven Spielberg’s 1985 ad-
aptation. History, though, has turned on it. That 
the director, who invented the summer blockbust-
er with “Jaws,” was the wrong person to tell this 
story. Indeed, Alice Walker’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
novel (1982) was a somewhat different beast from 
the fi lm. Raw in its violence, unapologetic amid the 
sexual exploration of its characters.

But Spielberg bonded with this story. Every 
character, fl awlessly cast, Whoopi Goldberg, Oprah 
Winfrey and Danny Glover revelatory in their per-
formances. Spielberg was in total command as a 
storyteller, knowing precisely when to push certain 
buttons and delivering a fi nal reunion overwhelm-
ing in emotion.

The need to retell this story, to me, felt pointless, 
especially as a Broadway show (2005). Some stories 
don’t lend themselves well to musicals, which like 
to keep audiences upbeat from start to fi nish. “The 
Color Purple,” in turn, carries a dark weight that 
only emerges in the light at the end.

I did not see the Broadway production.
Now, we have the fi lm adaptation, whose Oscar 

buzz piqued my curiosity.
My reaction?

It’s complicated.
From a production standpoint, director Blitz 

Bazawule and writer Marcus Gardley create real 
cinema, not a photographed stage play. They incor-
porate elaborate musical numbers into very real 
settings so the two mesh well. The vocals, especially 
by Fantasia Barrino and Danielle Brooks, recreat-
ing their Broadway roles as Celie and Sofi a, respec-
tively, knock these songs miles out of the ballpark. 
The striking costumes by Francine Jamison-Tan-
chuck are a given for an Oscar nomination, while 
choreographer Fatima Robinson achieves exhilarat-
ing movement for the performers. 

But for anyone who has seen the 1985 fi lm repeat-
edly over the years, the movie cannot escape Spiel-
berg’s shadow. It has a nagging sense of deja vu, like 
watching a carbon copy. All the key scenes arrive, 
then their impact is diminished by the need to initi-
ate another musical number. Mister’s banishment 
of Nettie from his house, in fact, feels rushed. Ditto 
Celie standing up to Mister (Colman Domingo, ad-

“The Color Purple”
Finds Its Own Identity

During the Last Act
by Andrew Tallackson

inTheatres
Phylicia Pearl Mpasi (left) and Halle Bailey star as the young versions of Celie and Nettie, respectively, in “The Color Purple.”

★ ★ ★
“The Color Purple”

Running time: 141 minutes. In theaters. Rated PG-13 for mature 

thematic content, sexual content, violence and language.
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equate) while surrounded by family.
Then, the third act arrives…and something in-

teresting happens. It deviates from Spielberg’s fi lm 
and embraces Walker’s original material. Celie’s 
journey of self-discovery and worth digs deeper, cul-
minating in the unforgettable “I’m Here” in which 
she sings of fi nally embracing herself for who she 
is. That moment, alone, elevates the fi lm into some-
thing special.

Bazawule also spins the fi nal reunion in a way 
that feels truer to Walker’s book, although it lacks 
the slow-burn race to the fi nish that Spielberg 
achieved.

I left this version of “The Color Purple” admir-
ing the performances and the last act. It does not 
replace Spielberg’s fi lm, nor surpass it. Like Celie, 
herself, it learns late in the game how to fi nally 
stand on its own two feet.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

Taraji P. Henson takes over the role of Shug Avery.
28 Years of Serving 

Great Food in 
Michigan City

Early Bird Specials
Tuesday-Thursday 3-5 p.m.

Dine-in Only
$3 off any Entree

$3 off any Large Pizza
$2 off any Sandwich

$2 off any Small Pizza or Turnover
$1 off Desserts, Appetizers, Salads & Breads

Please tip according to original prices

New Menu Items Weekly
Check Our Facebook Page for Specials

New Hours
Tuesday-Thursday 3-8 p.m.* 
Friday & Saturday 3-9 p.m.*

* bar open later

2134 E. U.S. 20 
(corner of Johnson Rd & 20)

(219) 879-0760

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 
Bloomington, IL, State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX, State 
Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto. Bundle &
save.
Call me for a quote today

Warren Attar
Agent
106 Woodland Ct Suite 3
Michigan City, IN 46360
Bus: 219-874-4256
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
www.warrenattar.com

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Club Supports Homeward Bound

The Exchange Club of Michigan City presented a $2,500 check to Home-
ward Bound Inc., a Michigan City non-profi t that supports local affordable 
housing for the working or senior poor. Homeward Bound has completed 
building requirements for its Karwick Road project. Zoning, engineering, 

architectural and site plans have been completed. Plans are under way to 
build one- or two-bedroom small homes as early as spring.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobile:
• Marquette Catholic High School, 306 W. 10th St., 

8 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.warrenattar.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
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CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

38 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le
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ou
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n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

MCAS Sets Donation Record
Michigan City Area Schools, to aid The Salvation 

Army’s collection of nonperishable food items, col-
lected 17,352.4 pounds (8.7 tons).

That’s a new record. In comparison, MCAS col-
lected 4.1 tons in 2021 and 4.2 tons in 2022. 

Joy Elementary School collected 5,539 pounds 
of food, which equates to 12.9 pounds per student, 
winning fi rst place. 

The Michigan City High School mascot Wolfi e, MCHS Student Council 
sponsor Ashley Koza (front row, right) and MCHS Student Council offi cers 

came to Joy Elementary School to present the traveling trophy for most 
food collected. Also pictured are Joy Student Council representatives, 
students from the three Joy classes that donated the most food, and 

school administrators and teachers.

Many MCAS schools collected a huge amount to 
try and win the trophy. Knapp, which won the two 
previous years, collected 2,974 pounds (7.6 pounds 
per student). Marsh collected 1,883 (6 pounds per 
student) and Springfi eld collected 1,888 (5.8 pounds 
per student). Pine Elementary School and Michi-
gan City High School also collected more than 1,000 
pounds.

MCAS families, staff and community members 
dropped off donations Dec. 16 at Ames Field. MCHS 
Student Council, Honor Society and JROTC students 
worked the event, sorting and delivering donations.

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
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Kevin Murphy Products

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Centier Bank has donated $1,000 to Unity Foundation of LaPorte County, 
supporting the Power for Good Fund, which boosts qualifi ed nonprofi t 

organizations, governmental bodies and teachers here. The donation is 
tripled thanks to Lilly Endowment Inc.’s Giving Indiana Funds for Tomor-

row initiative, which has a $2 to $1 match. Pictured are Jamie Miller (left), 
Unity Foundation’s development offi cer, and Pia Parrot, Centier Bank’s 

Michigan City branch manager.

Centier Bank Supports Unity

Art Barn School of Art
The following classes for 18 and older include:

• Independent study from 10 a.m.-noon Thursdays 
in January-February.

• “Getting Started with Self-Publishing” from 10 
a.m.-noon Saturdays, Jan. 20 and 27.

• “Watercolor Adventures” from 1-4 p.m. Fridays, 
Jan. 26-Feb. 16.

• “Watercolor Basics” from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  
Wednesdays, Jan. 31-March 6.

The following children’s classes include:
• “Get Creative with Procreate” (ages 10-15) from 

6-8 p.m. Wednesdays, Jan. 17-Feb. 7.

• “Explore Acrylic” (ages 10-14) from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Thursdays, Jan. 25-Feb. 22.

• “February Creativity Lab” (ages 5-9) from 10 
a.m.-noon Saturdays, Feb. 3-24.

• “Ceramics for Kids” (ages 6-9) from 10 a.m.-noon 
Saturdays, Feb. 3-March 9.

❑

Register through the website at www.
artbarnschool.org. Art Barn School of Art is located 
at 695 N. County Road 400 East, Valparaiso. Call 
(219) 462-9009 for more details.

Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 

NMLS# 877903

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Robyn Graffenius
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 982-3354

HorizonBank.com

http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org


www.thebeacher.com Page 25
THE

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Curtis Flooring
(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile

2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

RUSSO
PAINTING

COMPANY
SINCE 1999

Interior/exterior
House Painting. 

Family-owned.

Call Joe: (219) 299-7732

Come for Yoga, 
Stay for the Pause…

Beginner Yoga classes 
start Jan. 20!

Weekly classes in and 
around Indiana Dunes 

National Park

Private group classes and 
special events

Details at 
sandypauseyoga.com

and on      and   .    ...

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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In the Area
Jan. 11 — Purdue University Northwest Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day celebration, James B. Dworkin 
Student Services and Activities Complex, 1401 S. 
U.S. 421, Westville. Registration/8 a.m., food/8:30 
a.m., speaker/9 a.m. Info/registration: www.pnw.
edu/mlk-celebration

Jan. 11 — Learn It! Sashiko Stitching, 2-4 p.m., 
Coolspring Branch Library, 6925 W. County Road 
400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 11 — Scratch Club (ages 7-17), 4 p.m., Mich-
igan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3045. 

Jan. 11 — Duneland Stamp Club, 4 p.m., Michi-
gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3049.

Jan. 13 — Genealogy Help with Colleen Milten-
berger, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Jan. 13 — Pioneer Land spinners, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 
Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

Jan. 15 – Among Us in Real Life, 3-5 p.m., Michi-
gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3049.

Jan. 15 — Preserving Your Family Memories,  
6-7:30 p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 In-
diana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 16 — Genealogy Help with Pat Harris, 1-4 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Jan. 17 — Tinkercad 3-D Modeling, 4 p.m., Mich-
igan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3045. 

Through March 31 — Work by Cheryl Kaper, 
The Legacy Center Gallery at Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. “Meet the 
Artist” reception: after 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass on 
Feb. 4. Legacy Center hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-
Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. 
Info: lucia@qas.org

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 

Bingo/10 a.m.
Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance 

lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 W. 
McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 p.m. 
Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 109 Ann St. Doors open: 3:30 p.m. 
Bingo: 6 p.m. $45 entrance fee (includes all cards). 
Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays in January — Creative Tech 
Activities, 3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Thursdays in January — Needle Arts Club 
to Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049. 

In the Region
Jan. 12 — Open Mic Night featuring The Bisceglia 

Brothers, 7 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Performer inquiries: 
openmic@acornlive.org. Info: www.acornlive.org

Jan. 13 — The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
food drive, 9 a.m.-noon, Indiana Dunes Visitor Cen-
ter, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter/The Paul H. Douglas 
Center, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach neigh-
borhood. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Jan. 13 — Duneland Weavers Guild, 10 a.m.-
noon, Three Moons Fiberworks, 402 Broadway, 
Chesterton. Info: www.dunelandweavers.org

Jan. 13 — Terrapin Flyer, 8 p.m. EST, The 
Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. 
Tickets: $25 + $4.50 convenience fee, $50 + $4.50 
convenience fee (reserved). Info: www.acornlive.org

Jan. 14 – Dance Showcase: Berrien County 
Dancers, 3 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $10 + $3 
convenience fee (advance), $35 + $3 convenience fee 
(reserved), children/free. Info: www.acornlive.org

Jan. 15 — MLK Day: Art Builds Community, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth 
St. Free. Info: www.chestertonart.org, (219) 926-
4711.

Through Jan. 14 — Berrien Artist Guild 
annual member show, Box Factory for the Arts, 
1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Info: www.
boxfactoryforthearts.org

Through Jan. 18 — Janice Sonnenberg 
paintings, The Village Gallery at Pines Village 
Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village Circle, 
Valparaiso.

Through Jan. 21 — Annual members show, 
Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. 
Info: (269) 983-0271, www.krasl.org

Through Feb. 29 — “Changes” (solo exhibit by 
Chicago-based artist Bryana Bibbs), Chesterton Art 
Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Artist reception: noon-2 
p.m. Jan. 13. Gallery tour/talk with Bibbs: 1-2 p.m. 
Feb. 10. Public weaving workshop: 10 a.m.-noon 
Feb. 10. Info/registration: www.chestertonart.org

http://www.pnw
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:lucia@qas.org
mailto:openmic@acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.dunelandweavers.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.boxfactoryforthearts.org
http://www.boxfactoryforthearts.org
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
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Through May 12 — “Indiana Lore,” South Bend’s 
The History Museum, 808 W. Washington St. Hours 
(Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/seniors, $7/youth 
6-17, free/members. Info: www.historymuseumSB.
org, (574) 235-9664.

Saturdays in January — Winter Fun, 1:30-3:30 
p.m., Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental 
Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach 
neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Saturday-Sunday in January — Warm Up to 
Winter, 1-3 p.m., Chellberg Farm, Mineral Springs 
Road between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Snow conditions:  
(219) 395-1882.

Saturdays-Sundays in January-February —
National Park Themed Movie, 2-3:30 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. 
Info: www.nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-1882.

Sundays in January — Miller Woods Snow-
shoe Hike, 1-3 p.m., Paul H. Douglas Center, 100 N. 
Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: 
(219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Deadline for Upcoming Events: 9 a.m. Thursdays

Moore Construction
(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.historymuseumSB
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
mailto:friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

ILLINOIS CONCEALED CARRY FIREARM CURRICULUM
including renewals, private classes and advanced training. ISP-certified 

CCL instructor. Serving LaPorte and Berrien counties. Call/text (847) 601-
9993,  bpetrigger@att.net, www.triggerwise.blogspot.com

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 •  www.bookwormwanatah.com  

A Call Away Transportation and Wine Tours offers transportation 
needs for weddings, bachelor and bachelorette parties, wine tours, airport 
or just a night out! Call today to book your next event at (219) 214-0820.

A Call Away Executive Housekeeping. We are new with plenty of avail-
ability! Residential & commercial, boats & yachts! We are one call away!! 

Call (219) 214-0820
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
28 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 
references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning and vinyl porch 

panel and screen cleaning experts! Check out my 5-star ratings online or 
ask your neighbors!

AOP Cleaning LLC is a cleaning company that services commercial 
cleaning, residential cleaning and laundry. We strive to achieve ultimate 
satisfaction by tailoring our services to each customer’s unique needs! 

Always On Point Cleaning & Support! Call (219) 617-8937.
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 
airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or

 rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
ANGIE’S CLEANING SERVICES

Residential, condos, apartments, rentals, arbnb. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasional. Free estimates. Call (219) 814-3499.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning 
• Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20+ 

years exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best 
ones… Recommendations available. Insured.

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.

EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30+ YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599
Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 27-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. 30+ years experience. Fully insured. Interior/exte-
rior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding and more. 

Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352. 

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Professional Interior Painting of any kind

Call Steven Sacks for a Free Estimate @ (219) 809-1365 or
email alphapainting223@gmail.com

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Snow plowing. Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 

210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow removal. Fall cleanup. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-

up. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
mailto:bpetrigger@att.net
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http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

NEED BACKUP POWER, SOLAR 
POWER or SECURITY SYSTEM?

Call Local Resident Ray Maloney
(574) 993-9079

Free Estimate • 0% Financing Available • 24/7/365 support
For all your electrical & security needs

Koontz-Wagner Electrical/South Bend/Est. 1921

KWSERVICES.COM

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.

Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • Snow Removal
Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 

(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

FOR SALE
Sale in Three Oaks: distinct tableware “friendly village,” English-painted-
engraved. By the piece, place setting or full table. 8-10-12 place settings, 
$325. Plus many extras. Christmas hummels, Lladros. Call Lillian Lewis 

at (269) 756-3724 or email drlillian38@gmail.com
Shark canister, pet, bagless vaccum. New.

$200 cash. Call (219) 229-1952.
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

HOME WATCH
Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More

Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL
A boutique mall located in the Long Beach/Duneland Beach area

Spaces for Rent!
Retail space – beautifully designed to display your merchandise!

Yoga studio – This is a great way to start your own yoga business or 
expand your current yoga studio. “The yoga pose you avoid the most, you 

need the most.”
Office space – Permanent or a temporary place to work for networking 

and productivity.
Great opportunity and location for your new or existing endeavor!

Call (219) 814-3636 for further details.
RENTALS INDIANA

Rental: 3020 Mayfield Way, Long Beach. $1,450/month, 12-month 
rental, 3BR/1BA, garage. Call T. Meyer at (219) 871-2680.

RENTALS MICHIGAN
Gym, 2 full courts, in Galien MI. $2,500.

Call or text (312) 498-1444.
Boat/Car Storage Building. 3,500 ft. Heated. 2-12 ft doors.

$2,200. Call or text (312) 498-1444.
5 Room Office/Creative Space. 1,200 sq.ft/outdoor deck .

$1,350. Galien, Mich. Call or text (312) 498-1444.
Creative Studio. Galien, Mich. Common bathrooms.

$590/month. Call or text (312) 498-1444.
Music Recital/Rehearsal Space. Galien, Mich. Perfect for lessons or 

performances. $750. Call or text (312) 498-1444.

Got Something to Sell?
Have a Service People Need?

Get fast results with a classified in

www.thebeacher.com/s/

THE

TM

BUY
SELL

TRADE

BUY
SELL

TRADE

Best Prices in Area

Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup 

at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 
100 Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-
7696) is located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. 
Westchester Township History Museum (219-983-
9715) is located at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton. 
The Baugher Center is located at 100 W. Indiana 
Ave., Chesterton.

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com
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Welcome to 2024! Here I am recapping 10 of my 
favorite reads from 2023. Hope you got to read some 
of them.

Burner by Mark Greaney — Cort Gentry is 
The Gray Man, someone you call when no one else 
can do the job. Lies and secrets from the govern-
ment on down, mixed up with the best of intentions, 
make for a rough-and-tumble read. The Gray Man 
never fails to deliver.

Warrior Girl Unearthed by Angeline Boul-
ley — This is Boulley’s second 
blockbuster novel about northern 
Michigan’s Ojibwe tribe. An acci-
dent with her aunt’s jeep has teen 
Perry Firekeeper-Birch working off 
the repair bill at the tribal museum. 
Helping fi nd and return historical 
objects of her tribe leads to another 
startling revelation of how many 
native women go missing each year. 
Simply brilliant.

Picture in the Sand by Peter Blauner — A 
semi-historical look at the making of Cecil B. DeMi-
lle’s “The Ten Commandants” takes the reader to 
Egypt and the fi lming of part of the movie. An en-
gaging story that looks behind the camera as told by 
a teenage Egyptian boy wanting to be a Hollywood 
fi lmmaker like DeMille. Storytelling at its fi nest.

Animals by Will Staples — If you’re an animal 
lover, this is the read for you. Inter-
national poaching and traffi cking 
are an international problem. While 
this is a novel, the subject matter 
has been researched thoroughly, 
asking, “What are we doing to the 
balance of nature?” The book has re-
ceived resounding approval from Dr. 
Jane Goodall. Book sale profi ts go to 
nonprofi t wildlife-saving organiza-
tions.

All the Sinners Bleed by S.A. Crosby — Titus 
Crown is a black sheriff in a small Virginia county. 
Things reach an unreachable state when a white 
teacher is shot at his desk by Latrell Macdonald, a 
black man. The story reaches  a zenith when bod-
ies of boys and girls, all black, are found tortured 
and killed. What’s going on here? A race riot, maybe. 
Powerful reading.

Zero Days by Ruth Ware — Jacintha and Jack 
own a “penetration testing fi rm” — 
breaking into businesses of well-
heeled clients to see how effective 
their security systems are. Jacintha 
comes home one night to fi nd her 
husband murdered. Eluding the po-
lice who think she’s guilty, Jacintha 
begins a “Fugitive”-type run to dis-
cover the truth. With more than a 
few twists and turns along the way, 

this is highly addictive reading.   
Drowning by T.J. Newman — This is an edge-

of-your-seat read about an airplane 
crashing into the ocean, sealed off 
with passengers inside. Can they 
be saved? Written by a former air-
line attendant, Newman gives us a 
thriller with a capital T — just don’t 
read it on your next fl ight.

Holly by Stephen King — 
Holly is a single woman running a 
small detective agency called Find-
ers Keepers. A call to fi nd a miss-
ing college-age daughter starts Holly on a journey 
of discovery that evil walks among us, smiling and 
friendly — those who would never be accused of 
even throwing trash out the car window. More miss-
ing persons make Holly know that 
more will be discovered. A thriller 
that has King still at the top of his 
game.

The Heaven and Earth Gro-
cery Store by James McBride 
— It’s 1936 in a small Pennsylvania 
town where Jews and blacks share 
the poor part of town called Chicken 
Hill. The Jewish Ludlows own the 
grocery store that is the gathering 
place for all the residents who show how we should 
treat each other. Barnes & Noble named it its Book 
of the Year. No doubt.

Yellowface by R.F. Kuang — “It’s not lying,” 
June Hayward says to herself when 
she takes a dead woman’s manu-
script, fi nishes it and publishes it 
for herself to much fanfare. But how 
long can a lie stay dormant? Espe-
cially when someone seems to know 
the truth? Great character study 
with much psychological insight.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter

Need a Paper Box Installed?
Going on Vacation?

Missed a Paper?
You can manage all of your 

delivery needs online at:
www.thebeacher.com

Click on Circulation Tab
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MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

2055 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
LONG BEACH, IN

4 BED / 4.1 BATH • 3,098 SF 

JUST LISTED

11 JAMESTOWN DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

4 BED / 2.1 BATH • 2,684 SF

3007 NORTHMOOR TRAIL
LONG BEACH, IN

3 BED / 2 BATH  • 2,351 SF

2931 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
LONG BEACH, IN

5 BED / 3.1 BATH •  3,072 SF

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT

JUST SOLD JUST SOLD

David Albers ................219.728.7295 
Kylee Caudle ................219.221.0678
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952
Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902

Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494
Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324
Susie Yemc....................219.617.3731

http://www.thebeacher.com
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MEET OUR TEAM

Lisa Moore Doug Waters Chip Jones Claudia
Underwood Jenn Bauer

Sheila
Saunders

Todd Saboff Amanda
Sullivan Zach Baker Darlene Jesch

Tressa Lucas Jari Troth Dave Troth Robin
Willoughby

Meghan
Maddox

Abigail Heaps Ashlan Siford Florence
Hobby

Miranda
Sebesta

Ferris Khalil




