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by William Halliar

Barry Veden is photographed with two of his books, We Were There and My Heroes, that illustrate his passion for telling stories of everyday people. 
Photo by Andrew Tallackson.

Barry Veden has been writing since college. He 
has a passion for it. He loves meeting people, form-
ing relationships and telling the stories he fi nds in 
the lives of everyday folk.

“They all have stories,” he says.
His latest, We Were There: Stories of the Vietnam 

War as Told by Veterans Who Fought in That South-
east Asian Confl ict, is a perfect example of giving a 
voice to everyday people. It is very much in keeping 
with the spirit of his 2004 book, My Heroes: The 
Men of Northern Indiana Chapter XXX Veterans of 

the Battle of the Bulge.
The Shoreland Hills resident has always enjoyed 

reading, Hemmingway being his favorite author. He 
came upon the need to write quite accidently, or as 
he says, he “happened to fall into writing.” While 
in college, he took a few writing courses. He wrote 
several short stores, but did not take up the mantle 
of writer in earnest until 1993 when NIPSCO hired 
him to work in its Corporate Communications De-
partment. His task was to bring people together 

Continued on Page 2
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It’s Time 

To Spring Ahead
Sunday, March 10th

searching for just the right phrase or expression to 
convey the tale that needs telling?

Local writer Matt Werner, author of numer-
ous books of local interest, says he fi nds there are 
“stories that need to be told.” Another local writer, 
Sandy Young, author of the “Divine Vintage” series, 
simply “loves words and telling stories, creating 
worlds and characters.”

Why does Veden write? First of all, he loves put-
ting words on paper, and he enjoys meeting people 
and listening to their stories. He retired from NIP-
SCO in 2004, and because of his writing skills was 

asked to write a book on the history of 
NIPSCO, which was turning 100 in 2012.

Opportunities to tell stories continued 
to present themselves, and Veden found 
stories that needed telling wherever he 
looked. Barry’s father, Edward Veden, 
enlisted in the Army during World War 
II. He was promoted to staff sergeant and 
served with the 112th Infantry Regiment 
of the 28th Infantry Division. He par-
ticipated in the Battle of the Bulge, the 
bloodiest battle fought during that most 
terrible of wars. The Germans launched 
one last-ditch offensive against Allied 
forces on what was known as the west-
ern front, at a heavily forested region be-
tween Belgium and Luxembourg.

The battle began Dec. 16, 1944, and 
lasted until Jan. 25, 1945. The weather 
was as much an enemy as the German 
tanks and guns. The midwinter battle 
was complicated by cold and snow, and 
many wounded in the fi ght froze to death 
before they could receive care. German 

forces won some early successes, pushing back the 
Allies and creating a sort of bulge in the defensive 
line, which later gave the battle its name. After 
many days of disparate struggle, the American forc-
es broke through the German lines and continued 
their fi nal push towards Berlin.

On the morning of Dec. 16, Edward Veden was on 
the Siegfried Line, a German defensive wall built in 
the 1930s consisting of pillboxes and antitank ob-
stacles. With his division, he met the fi rst assault of 
the German Army on that day. During the course of 
the battle, Veden was seriously wounded and spent 
the war’s remaining days in a hospital in England.

from various departments, including management 
and union, to talk and share their problems, cre-
ating solutions together. He published a regular 
newsletter called “Jointly Speaking” to share sto-
ries of their cooperative efforts. 

As a member of the Corporate Communications 
Department, Veden was “surrounded by writers.” 
This was the spark that started a career. 

Working for NIPSCO not only triggered Barry Veden’s passion for writing, but also in his 
retirement saw NIPSCO recruit him to write a book on the history of the utility. 

Photo by Andrew Tallackson.

Tales of Everyday People
Continued from Page 1

Now, after a lifetime of writing, Veden sits each 
day at his computer, arguably having had a full ca-
reer defi ned by his words in print, beginning the 
task of writing once again.

He quotes as his inspiration Toby Keith’s song, 
“Don’t Let the Old Man In,” which was inspired by 
Clint Eastwood’s answer when asked why he keeps 
working in old age. Veden decided to guard against 
that “old man” by writing. Those of us who read his 
words are rewarded by his dedication to stories that 
“need to be told.”

What makes a writer take up the challenge, the 
arduous task of spending hours over a keyboard, 

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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The Battle of the Bulge was an Allied victory, but 
the cost in lives was astonishing: about 19,000 sol-
diers died, 47,500 were wounded and 23,000 went 
missing.

Veden’s father survived the ordeal, but like so 
many who fought the battle, he rarely made men-
tion of the trauma to his family after he returned 
home. Soldiers returning home from World War 
II were anxious to put the memory of the horrible 
sights of war behind them. They wanted to get jobs, 
marry their sweethearts, have children and move 
forward with their lives. 

Barry Veden fi nds himself perfectly at home in front of a laptop, 
writing about people with interesting stories to share. 

Photo by Andrew Tallackson.

Continued on Page 4

World War II and the great Battle of the Bulge 
were a distant memory never talked about until 
Veden’s father discovered a group of survivors from 
that battle: the Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge, 
Northern Indiana Chapter 30. The motto of the 
group is “To Honor Veterans” by preserving their 
history. Here, survivors of the battle hailing from 
Northwest Indiana opened up and shared their ex-
periences with others who had been on the line.

Veden attended meetings with his father and en-
joyed listening to the stories. Here, his talent for 
writing came to the fore as he became editor of the 
organization’s quarterly newsletter “Bulge Battle 
News.” Veden would tell the story of up to 30 veter-
ans in each issue. The best part of the job, he says, 
was the relationships he formed.

He eventually became president of the organiza-
tion, compiling the stories he heard into My Heroes; 
The Men of Northern Indiana Chapter XXX Veter-
ans of the Battle of the Bulge. His writing style com-
plemented his vision to use plain, simple sentences, 
like Hemingway, and in his words, “allow the vet-

http://www.thebeacher.com
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eran to tell the epic tale himself.” My Heroes was 
published on Oct. 8, 2004. 

After becoming president of the veterans group, 
Veden accepted many speaking engagements, edu-
cating audiences about the history of the battle.   

What better way to preserve and honor the mem-
ory of the heroic acts of our fathers than to write 
them down and put the stories in a book that can be 
shared for generations to come? 

In January 2007, Veden published Coming of 
Age on the Appalachian Trail, a collection of stories 
describing, according to reviewers, “expeditions of 
courage and heart across the rugged hillsides and 
mountain-scape of the often unforgiving Appala-
chian Trail.” Veden’s conclusion of the tale is that 
“life is a constant learning experience.”

His next writing venture was For the Love of 
Darla, a sort of ghost story based on an experience 
Veden had in the restoration of an old house, and 
the unexplainable “presence” he felt around him 
there. It was published in December 2009.

His latest, We Were There, features recollections 
from Northwest Indiana veterans who served dur-
ing the confl ict in Southeast Asia. Included are sto-
ries told by 11 survivors.

ways makes his job of storyteller that much easier. 
Many veterans did not want to share their stories. 
They remembered all too well how they were treat-
ed when they returned home, hiding with embar-
rassment the fact that they served their country.

In the book, veterans recalled the slaughter of 
fellow soldiers as their positions were overrun by 
hordes of the enemy. They remembered thinking 

their government lied to them, 
sending them into battle unpre-
pared, then doused them with 
toxic chemicals such as Agent 
Orange, from which more than 
300,000 Americans died, and so 
many suffer from its effects even 
today. Then, of course, upon their 
return, their own generation 
turned against them, often blam-
ing them for their government’s 
failures.

Veden fi nally wrote 12 stories 
of Vietnam veterans. After each 
was fi nished, he sent the com-
pleted draft to each one to check 
for errors. One such story was 
returned with the note that all of 
the facts were correct, but after 
second thought, the old soldier 

did not want his story told. He did not want his fam-
ily to know the horrors he witnessed.

What did make it into We Were There is proof 
Veden’s passion for writing and telling stories has 
been bound into books that will be passed down 
for generations, preserving fi rst-person accounts of 
those who sacrifi ced so much and now can declare to 
their grandchildren, “We Were There.”

(Veden’s books are available through online retail-
ers such as Amazon and Barnes & Noble.)

Tales of Everyday People
Continued from Page 3

Barry Veden likes to write about people who served 
their country, like Rich Cerajewski, who is featured in 

We Were There.

One individual who served his country 
and is featured in Barry Veden’s We Were 

There is Bob Strom.

Today, there are approximately 610,000 Vietnam 
War veterans still living. It was Veden’s intent to 
tell some of those stories while they are yet alive. 
He had two fi rst cousins who served in the war. A 
good friend he grew up with and delivered the local 
newspaper as boys also served in Vietnam. When 
one of his cousins died without sharing his story, 
Veden decided it was time to correct that oversight.

Veden is an outgoing person who likes to meet 
people and engage them in conversation. This al-

Just a few of the books Barry Veden has published over the years. 
Photo by Andrew Tallackson
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Footlight Players 
will present “A Night of 
Old Tyme Radio Com-
edy featuring Alien 
Invasion,” directed 
by Laura Meyer, on 
March 8-10 and 14-17 
at Footlight Theatre, 
1705 Franklin St.

The comedy brings 
11 1940s actors into 
a radio station studio 
where they produce a 
show complete with 
on-stage sound ef-
fects, live commercial 
jingles and musical 
selections. The cast 
includes: Jamie Ander-
son, Angela Barretto, 
Rick Henderson, Layla 
Koyama, Jim Lampl, 
Kim Lampl, Tom LeDonne, Christine Long, Thom 
Nelson, Lexie Passmore and Susan Ransom. 

In “Alien Invasion” (book by Ryan Neely, music 
by Brent Bain, lyrics by Neely), radio coverage is 
heard as the community is invaded by Martians. 

Footlight Players to Present “A Night of Old Tyme Radio”

The crew includes: 
Diana Hirsch, assis-
tant director; Bobbi 
Ann Lauritsen, pro-
ducer; Alayna Laurit-
sen, set dresser; Chris-
topher West, lights; 
Declan Rice, sound; 
Sharon Kienitz, cos-
tumes; and Kathy 
Chase, hair and make-
up. 

Show times are 
7:30 p.m. Thursday-
Friday and 2 p.m. 
Sunday. Tickets are 
$17 for adults and 
$12 for children and 
Thursday shows. Make 
reservations at www.
footlightplayers.org. 
Call (219) 874-4035 for 

more details.

http://www.footlightplayers.org
http://www.footlightplayers.org
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4114 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Michiana, Michigan

2 BEDROOMS|2 BATHS|$1,359,000
Peggy Adducci | 312.804.6000

1815 RIDGEMOOR DRIVE
Long Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS|2 BATHS|$599,000
Kristin Shoub | 630.362.4188

LAKE SHORE COUNTY ROAD
Beverly Shores, Indiana

OVER 1 ACRE|LAKE VIEWS|$520,000
Line Mullins | 708.790.3676

222288 WW BBAARRKKEERR AAVVEENNUUEE •• MMIICCHHIIGGAANN CCIITTYY,, IINNDDIIAANNAA
Seize the opportunity to invest in this impeccably managed multi-unit building with historic features in a prime Michigan 
City location! The unique addition of a storefront enhances the property's appeal and value. Perfect for expanding your 
real estate portfolio, with convenient access to Chicago via the South Shore line. Reach out to Marissa today! 

7 APARTMENTS | 1 RETAIL SPACE | $699,999
Marissa Stapleton | 312.520.3552

NEW PRICE

LineMullinsGroup.com 
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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March 18 is the applica-
tion deadline for students  to 
submit products/projects to 
The Center for Creative So-
lutions, which it will honor 
during World Creativity & 
Innovation Week on April 
15-21.

Submissions can be K-12 
students working alone or in 
teams. The project, product 
or process must demonstrate 
a reasonable level of creativ-
ity and/or innovation, center 
board president Pat Lain 
said in a press release. It 
may be in any area of inter-
est, such as technology, the 
arts, trades/professions, writing, science, business, 
cooking or designing. The project does not have to 
be perfected at this stage.

The one-page application may be submitted by 
a student, teacher or anyone from Northwest Indi-
ana. The application covers three areas of inquiry:
• What was the inspiration for the project/product? 

Why did the student begin it?
• What was the creative process? How did the 

nominee begin the process? 
What steps did the student 
take? Did anything sur-
prise the student? Were 
there any problems to over-
come? How did the nominee 
deal with those challenges?

• What is the end result?
Winners receive public 

recognition and a monetary 
award funded through the 
Morgan Family Foundation.

Nomination forms 
are available at www.
CenterforCreativeSolutions.
com. Nominations also may 
be mailed to the center at 
2912 N. Regal Drive, LaPorte, 

IN 46350, or emailed to creativity52@comcast.net
Co-sponsors for this year’s World Creativity and 

Innovation Week are the Bethany Church Founda-
tion of LaPorte, WIMS Radio, Society of Innovators 
at Purdue Northwest and Lakeshore Public Radio’s 
“Art on the Air” program. 

Contact Cynthia Hedge, Center for Creative So-
lutions CEO, at (219) 326-7259 or creativity52@
comcast.net for more details.

Center for Creative Solutions Seeks Student Innovators

j o y r i d e m c . c o m

NOW  HIRING!
 

Students, Teachers, Seniors  
& Veterans Welcome

 
smile@JOYRidemc.com

Tuscan Valley Landscaping
Design & Planting Installation

Landscape Lighting Installations/Repairs

Irrigation Services Installations/Repairs

Backflow Device Testing & Repair

Fertilization Programs

Ornamental Treatments

Flower Pot & Seasonal Color Change

Landscape Maintenance Programs

_____________

_____________

(219) 861-3459

tuscanvalleylandscaping@gmail.com

www.tuscanvalleylandscaping.com

http://www.CenterforCreativeSolutions
http://www.CenterforCreativeSolutions
mailto:creativity52@comcast.net
mailto:smile@JOYRidemc.com
mailto:tuscanvalleylandscaping@gmail.com
http://www.tuscanvalleylandscaping.com
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To live and dream. To play and rest. To connect 

and grow. To welcome bigger, better things.

49003 SKYHI DRIVE, 
NEW BUFFALO

2006 John Hurst-designed lake house. Nearly 
4,000 appx sq ft. 4 br, 3.5 ba.  $1,425,000

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser  269.469.8300

8 S BEACH AVENUE, 
BEVERLY SHORES

Retreat in the Dunes blending modern & classic 
elements, 2 br, 2 ba. Appx acre.  $975,000

Tina Kelly  269.469.8300

11412 WILSON ROAD, 
NEW BUFFALO

Approximately 2.3 acres along the M-239 and 
I-94 corridor. Lots of potential.  $899,000

Betty M. Biernacki  269.469.8300

630 S JAMESON STREET, 
NEW BUFFALO

3-bedroom, 2.5-bath home nestled in a 
wooded, quiet neighborhood.  $749,000

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser  269.469.8300

14913 LAKESIDE ROAD, 
LAKESIDE

Wonderful retail opportunity in Lakeside.  
$725,000

Sigrid Nutt  269.469.8300

2504 ORIOLE TRAIL, 
LONG BEACH

Lake Michigan retreat high on the hill in 
the center of Long Beach.  $679,000

Richard Remijas  269.469.8300

28 30 HARBOR ISLE DRIVE, 
NEW BUFFALO

Ultimate waterfront lifestyle in the heart of 
New Buffalo's marina.  $550,000

Dave Camp  269.469.8300

907 W DETROIT STREET, 
NEW BUFFALO

Charming 1910 farmhouse surrounded by 
mature trees on over a half-acre.  $459,000

Terry C. Vravis  269.469.8300

8494 WARREN WOODS ROAD, 
THREE OAKS

Freshly remodeled, adorable 3 br, 1.5 ba on 
appx 2.7 acres. Beaches close.  $399,000

Betty M. Biernacki  269.469.8300

http://www.thebeacher.com
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THE 2024 ICS SWEETHEART  

CONTEST IS HERE

The Ballet Lady Returns

Judith Joseph, with help from Doug Moon, brought The Ballet Lady 
back to Head Start classrooms in January and February, celebrating 
dance and movement with the youngsters.
All photos provided
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I helped someone decide on the kind 
of homeowner’s insurance policy he 
wanted a couple of weeks ago, and I 
was frustrated trying to understand 
what was being offered, even though I 
helped write a Homebuyer’s Insurance 
Handbook at the National Association 
of Realtors.

Here are my recommendations.

1. DO NOT BUY “Actual Cash Value” 
(ACV) Insurance. That is buying a 
policy that pays less each year from the 
date the house was built. It assumes 
the house is worth nothing after 30 
years, so the coverage is next to zero 
for an old house and is less every year 
you own the house. 

Tragically, this kind of insurance is 

their monthly payments down.

2. DO NOT BUY “Replacement Value/
Replacement Cost” (RVRC) Insurance. 
This insurance sets the value of your 
house as of today and does not allow 

damage or replacing the house. Ap-
preciating costs to repair and replace 
are almost guaranteed, so you begin to 
get less than full coverage right from 
the day you buy the insurance.

3. TRY TO BUY “Guaranteed 
Replacement Cost” (GRC) Insurance. 
This means your insurance company 

at what it costs. When you need the 
work done, “GRC” is really hard to 

one underwriting company offering 
GRC in Michigan. I have not done any 
research about GRC in Indiana. Ask 
for it. You might hit the right company. 

4. DO BUY “Extended Replacement 
Cost Insurance” (ERC). This insurance 
creates a current house value, then 
allows you to collect from 10-50% more 
than the current estimate of value of 
your house. 

So, if your house is insured for 
$400,000 today and you buy 20% 
“extended coverage,” the insurance 
company will pay up to 20% more if 
that is what it costs when you get the 
repair and replace your house. So, you 
could collect up to $480,000 to replace 
your house if it burns down (400 X 
120% equals 480).

A few more personal thoughts and 
recommendations:

A. The insurance salespeople have 
no idea what it will cost to replace or 
rebuild your house. They get a number 
off a computer. The computer is 
usually not up to date.

recommend you multiply the living 
space (space that is heated) times 
$250 for a standard house, $350 for 
above standard and $500 for a high 
end house. That equals the minimum 
amount of insurance you should buy. A 
better idea is to ask a local contractor 
for the latest replacement costs. 

C. That means I think a no frills, 
2,000 square foot house should be 
insured for $500,000, plus at least 20% 
“extended coverage” or $100,000 for 
maximum coverage of $600,000. 

D. Recalculate your needed coverage 
every time you renew your insurance. I 
have rarely seen repair or replacement 
costs go down. Overall, they keep 
going up every year. So you likely need 
more coverage every time you renew 
your insurance.

Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com h
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Buying Homeowner’s Insurance is Not Simple

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
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Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers will learn about squirrels 
during a hike at Sugarwood Forest Preserve, 6855 
Elm Valley Road, Three Oaks, Mich., at 1 p.m. EST 
Saturday, March 9.

Hike leaders Jackie Jensen and Mark Forrest, 
Chikaming Open Lands stewards, will tell tales of 
the rodents and how they survive Michigan win-
ters. The preserve is a plateau of uplands bisected 
by deep ravines into old-growth beech-maple forest 
and mesic mid-successional forests in various stag-
es of regrowth after a history of grazing. 

Membership is preferred; however, the hike is 
free and open to the public. Those who attend should 
dress for the weather and take plenty of water.

Visit www.harborcountryhikers.com or the Hik-
ers’ Facebook page for more details.

Sugarwood Forest Preserve.

Sweetheart Contest Benefi ts Shelter

The public can vote for its favorite “Sweetheart 
Candidate” through Sunday, March 17, through In-
dependent Cat Society’s Sweetheart Contest.

The annual event is from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Satur-
day, March 16, at Valparaiso Moose Lodge 1357, 108 
Indiana Ave.

ICS has hosted the contest for about 15 years, 
with several feline residents competing for “Sweet-
heart of the Year.” The public can vote for its favorite 
by donating $1 per vote. Volunteers create teams to 
come up with unique items to sell, raffl e or auction 
to raise funds for their candidate, including part-
nering with businesses for donations or fundraisers. 
All proceeds benefi t ICS cats and kittens.

One candidate is featured each week on Face-
book (www.facebook/com/INCatSociety) and at the 
shelter on the weekend. Those interested can vote 
in person from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and noon-
4 p.m. Sunday at the shelter, 4061 S. County Line 
Road, Westville.

http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.facebook/com/INCatSociety
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28 Years of Serving 
Great Food in 
Michigan City

Spring Menu!
Blueberry BBQ Burger $13

Pretzel Crusted Chicken Breast $16

Potato Crusted Walleye $18

Fettucine Alfredo $16

Cajun Andouille Fettucini $16

New Menu Items Weekly
Check Our Facebook Page for Specials

New Hours
Tuesday-Thursday 3-8 p.m.* 
Friday & Saturday 3-9 p.m.*

* bar open later

2134 E. U.S. 20 
(corner of Johnson Rd & 20)

(219) 879-0760

MCAS Wall of Fame

Friday, March 29, is the deadline to submit nomi-
nations for Michigan City Area Schools’ 2024 MCAS 
Wall of Fame. 

First presented in 1976, the annual award hon-
ors former school employees who made outstanding 
contributions to children. Employees from every 
area are eligible: administrators, custodians, food-
service personnel, instructional assistants, main-
tenance personnel, paraprofessionals, teachers, 
transportation staff and secretarial staff.

To qualify, the candidate must have been em-
ployed by MCAS for a minimum of 15 years. Spe-
cial circumstances may be considered for those not 
meeting the 15-year requirement due to hardship or 
death. Candidates must have been retired or sepa-
rated from the school system for at least fi ve years. 
Because retirees occasionally are called back to ser-
vice, the date of separation is considered the offi cial 
retirement date, not including subsequent employ-
ment by MCAS. Employees from schools indepen-
dent before school reorganization, as well as those 
from schools no longer in existence, are eligible. 
Death does not make a person ineligible.

All applications remain on fi le for three years. At 
the end of that time, candidates must be renomi-
nated. Forms and a complete list of past recipients 
are available at http://EducateMC.net/WOF

Contact Betsy Kohn at (219) 873-2000, Ext. 8365, 
or email bkohn@educateMC.net for details.

Call for Artists

LaPorte County artists are among those invited 
to apply by April 7 for the Michiana Annual Art 
Competition.

The local, juried, fi ne-art exhibit is celebrated 
during “MAAC in the Box,” which is held at Box Fac-
tory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. 
Preference goes to entrants from: Allegan, Berrien, 
Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, Van Buren, Barry, 
Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon counties in Michigan; 
and Lake, Porter, LaPorte, St. Joseph and Elkhart 
counties in Indiana. 

Entrants may submit up to two works original 
in concept and execution, created within the past 
three years and not previously exhibited at Box 
Factory. Reproductions are not accepted. Artists are 
eligible to win fi rst- and second-place prizes in eight 
categories. The person winning the top prize, Best 
of Show, receives $1,500. The judge is Anne Corlett, 
a full-time artist with a studio in Saugatuck, Mich. 

Complete applicant information is available at 
www.boxfactoryforthearts.org/maac. 

The show runs May 17-July 7, with an opening 
reception from 2-4 p.m. EDT Sunday, May 19, at 
Box Factory for the Arts.

http://EducateMC.net/WOF
mailto:bkohn@educateMC.net
http://www.boxfactoryforthearts.org/maac
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Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Fully Insured
Family Owned

Since 1997

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
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What happens when a movie draws rapturous 
buzz for months, the stars are everywhere pro-
moting it, Hulu debuts it…and you have zero clue 
what’s going on by the end.

Rubbing salt on the wound? Wikipedia’s explana-
tion leaves you even more confused.

Welcome to “All of Us Strangers.”
Wikipedia classifi es it as a “romantic fantasy.”
Not. By. A. Long. Shot. 
This is a tale of grief so crippling, the main char-

acter no longer functions in the real world.
At least, that’s what it might be about. Hav-

ing not read the source material, Taichi Yamada’s 
Strangers (1987), I am at a loss. 

In the fi lm, we meet lonely screenwriter Adam 
(Andrew Scott), who is consumed with writer’s 
block, living in a relatively vacant high rise, when 
he hears a knock at his door. It’s Harry (Oscar-nom-
inee Paul Mescal, “Aftersun”), a drunk neighbor out 
for more than light conversation. Adam politely de-
clines the invitation to sex, shuts the door, returns 
to his solitude.

The next day, he pays a visit to his parents (Claire 
Foy and Jamie Bell), and the dynamic between 
them is off, to say the least. In fact, the fi rst time we 
see his dad, it’s almost as if the guy is stalking him. 

What is apparent: It’s been some time since Adam 
saw his parents. They’re both eager to catch up, fi nd 
out how life turned out for him.

It is only after Adam takes a chance on Harry, as 
they open up to each other, that Adam reveals his 
parents died in a car crash when he was 14. Harry, 
too, appears disconnected from his parents.

At this point, “All of Us Strangers” appears head-
ed in one of two directions. Either Adam has lost his 
mind, or his parents really are back as ghosts, eager 
to reconcile decades of lost time. Strangely enough, 
Adam’s childhood home is vacant, so he can stop by 
whenever he likes to chat with his parents. That 
doesn’t add up.

Clearly, though, Adam never recovered from the 
loss of his parents. Their deaths severed his ability 
to make connections with other people as an adult. 

Scott, deviously funny as Moriarty in BBC’s 
“Sherlock,” takes an interesting approach to Adam. 
Almost childlike in scenes with Foy and Bell, crav-
ing parental love and approval. And as Adam opens 
up about being gay, the performance is defi ant and 
unapologetic, particularly in the face of his mother’s 
obvious disappointment about his sexuality.

So if that’s what “All of Us Strangers” is, an 
LGBTQ ghost story about acceptance, then we’re 

The Challenge of Reviewing a Movie That Leaves You Totally Confused
by Andrew Tallackson

Paul Mescal (left) and Andrew Scott star in “All of Us Strangers.”
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along for the ride. We can 
see where the fi lm is head-
ed, that Mescal’s Harry will 
prove that love can bring 
Adam back into the land of 
the living. 

Indeed, the exchanges be-
tween Scott, Foy and Bell 
are heartbreaking: three 
wounded souls deprived of 
each other’s presence. It 
isn’t just a son who wants 
recognition, but parents who 
missed out on their child 
growing into an adult. All 
three performers are won-
derful, their scenes together 
taking on an agonizing urgency since it appears 
their time together is coming to an end.

We get it. Writer-director Andrew Haigh wants 
his fi lm to be an intimate metaphor for healing. Ap-
parently, though, that wasn’t enough. He decided to 
trot out one more twist.

That twist, dear reader, threw me off to where, 
once the end credits fi nally rolled, I headed to wiki-
pedia for an explanation. If, indeed, the explanation 
is accurate, then the end of “All of Us Strangers” 
is maddening, undermining everything before it. 
Weird. Dark. Depressing. Raising more questions 

Jamie Bell and Claire Foy are heartbreakingly good as Adam’s parents.

about Adam’s mental stability, and the foundation 
for his relationship with Harry.

I’m not giving “All of Us Strangers” a star rating 
because, basically, I’ve failed as a reviewer. Lacked 
the mental acuity to “get” it. Is it worth seeing? I’ll 
leave that to you to decide.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

The Beacher Weekly Newspaper
Your connection to arts, entertainment & leisure

http://www.thebeacher.com
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by Andrew Tallackson

Heading into the 96th Academy Awards this 
cocky could blow up in my face…but consider four 
of the six categories in our “Beat the Editor” contest 
locked and loaded to win.

The remaining two? Teetering atop the fence in 
similar directions.

How so?
When you track the awards circuit, specifi cally 

which fi lms and performers have ruled the roost, a 
consistency emerges. Few, in fact, without fail. 

This year’s wild cards? No question: Best Actor 
and Actress. What seemed obvious back in January 
has eroded into a back-and-forth free-for-all.

Then again, every prediction here could be to-
tal hooey. If anything, the Academy Awards lives 
to shake things up. To deliver that “whoa” shocker 
where an upset comes out of nowhere.

Locally, ballots from Beacher readers have poured 
in, which is exciting for us. Could be more signifi -
cant interest in this year’s nominees. Or maybe it’s 
that our contest sponsor, Swingbelly’s, generously 
upped the fi rst-place prize to a $50 gift card. Thank 
you, Swingbelly’s. We couldn’t do this without you.

The Oscar ceremony airs one hour earlier this 
year, which means, woohoo, we might actually get 
to bed at a decent hour that night. It’s at 6 p.m. 
Sunday, March 10. We’ll announce our winners in 
the March 21 edition.

So, let’s do this. Here are my predictions in The 
Beacher’s annual “Beat the Editor” Oscar contest:

Best Picture

The nominees are: “American Fiction”; 
“Anatomy of a Fall”; “Barbie”; “The Hold-
overs”; “Killers of the Flower Moon”; “Mae-
stro”; “Oppenheimer”; “Past Lives”; “Poor 
Things”; “The Zone of Interest.”

And the Oscar goes to: “Oppenheimer.” Writ-
er-director Christopher Nolan achieved something 
unprecedented in our post-pandemic climate. He 
lured moviegoers back to theaters for a three-hour 
drama about the crucial turning point in the ear-
ly 20th century. The result: a complex, fascinating 
portrait  of a most complicated man. Was it my fa-
vorite fi lm of 2023? One of them. My preferences: 
“The Holdovers,” “American Fiction” and “Barbie.” 
The fi rst for investing heartfelt emotion into three 
lonely individuals, the second for skewering the is-
sue of race in publishing, the last for subversively 
attacking the patriarchy through comedy. Will any 
of those three fi lms win? No a chance. But in a per-
fect world….

Best Director

The nominees are: Jonathan Glazer, “The 
Zone of Interest”; Yorgos Lanthimos, “Poor 
Things”; Christopher Nolan, “Oppenheimer”; 
Martin Scorsese, “Killers of the Flower Moon”; 
Justine Triet, “Anatomy of a Fall.”

And the Oscar goes to: Nolan. In the past, 
his astonishing track record blinded Oscar vot-
ers from playing fair (2017’s “Dunkirk,” anyone?). 
The success of “Oppenheimer,” however, cannot be 
dismissed. After a slightly messy fi rst hour, the re-
mainder of the fi lm is riveting. A three-hour fi lm 

that feels like two. Oscar will come calling.

Best Actor

The nominees are: Bradley Cooper, “Mae-
stro”; Colman Domingo, “Rustin”; Paul Gia-
matti, “The Holdovers”; Cillian Murphy, 
“Oppenheimer”; Jeffrey Wright, “American 
Fiction.”

And the Oscar goes to: a two-horse race be-
tween Murphy and Giamatti, but I’m leaning to-
ward Giamatti. The “Oppenheimer” star creates a 
haunting portrait of genius and emotional discon-
nect, but Giamatti undergoes the greatest transfor-

And the Oscar Goes to…
mation. He begins “The Holdovers” as a crotchety 
professor no one tolerates. By the end, life comes 
into focus thanks to the last two people he ever ex-
pected. Giamatti takes the character on a fuller, 
more expansive journey that Murphy.

Best Actress

The nominees are: Annette Bening, “Nyad”; 
Lily Gladstone, “Killers of the Flower Moon”; 
Sandra Hüller, “Anatomy of a Fall”; Carey Mul-
ligan, “Maestro”; Emma Stone, “Poor Things.”

And the Oscar goes to: …ah, here’s where it 
gets really tough. A neck-in-neck race between Stone 
and Gladstone. In the past few weeks, Stone has 
amassed an impressive array of trophies...but so 
has Gladstone, and she just took the SAG award for 
Best Actress. So, I’m siding with Gladstone for being 
the beating heart of a movie that frequently lacked 
the right one. Of the fi ve, though, Bening shows the 
most emotional and physical range, throwing every-
thing into the performance. Her exhaustive stumble 
onto the beach at the end of “Nyad” shows an ac-
tress committed beyond the ordinary.

Best Supporting Actor

The nominees are: Sterling K. Brown, 
“American Fiction”; Robert De Niro, “Killers 
of the Flower Moon”; Robert Downey Jr., “Op-
penheimer”; Ryan Gosling, “Barbie”; Mark 
Ruffalo, “Poor Things.”

And the Oscar goes to: No contest, Downey Jr. 
And not just because he does a disappearing act 
here with his physical transformation for the role. 
Any and all traces of Tony Stark now gone, the ac-
tor, in his fi nal scene, spews bile in the face of fail-
ure that consumes you. We’ve never seen the actor 
like this before. It’s like everything in his career has 
led to that moment.

Best Supporting Actress

The nominees are: Emily Blunt, “Oppen-
heimer”; Danielle Brooks, “The Color Purple”; 
America Ferrera, “Barbie”; Jodie Foster, “Nyad”; 
Da’Vine Joy Randolph, “The Holdovers.”

And the Oscar goes to: Again, no contest, 
Randolph. What award hasn’t she won? As a prep 
school’s grieving cook, she is the soul of the fi lm. 
Mourning the loss of her son, yet somehow reinvigo-
rated by the two oddballs with whom she spends 
Christmas break. She deserves to win.

❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

It’s pretty much a given which categories “Oppenheimer” will sweep at this year’s Academy Awards.

http://www.thebeacher.com
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LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra

Guest composer Dr. Ingrid Stoelzel will join La-
Porte County Symphony Orchestra 
for its next subscription concert at 
3 p.m. Sunday, March 10, at The 
Holdcraft Performing Arts Center, 
1200 Spring St.

Born and raised in Germany, 
Stoelzel came to the U.S. in 1991. 
Also in the spotlight is LCSO’s prin-
cipal fl autist, Aleksandra Kemble.

The concert will open with 
Brahms’ “Academic Festival Over-
ture,” followed by “City Beauti-
ful,” composed by Stoezel. Kemble will be featured 
on “Concertino for Flute” by Cecelie Chaminade.  
Dvorak’s “Symphony No. 8” brings the program to 
a close.

Adult general admission costs $25, with senior 
general admission costing $22. Students are free 
with ID.

Visit https://lcso.net/event/subscription3/ for res-
ervations.

Stoelzel

Save the Dunes Selling Park Passes

The seven-day Indiana Dunes National Park 
Pass ($25), annual IDNP Park Pass ($45) and an-
nual America the Beautiful National Park Pass 
($80) can be purchased at Barker House (the Save 
the Dunes headquarters), 444 Barker Road.

Hours are 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesdays-Wednesdays, 
or purchase passes at any Save the Dunes events.

A national park pass allows access to all beaches, 
trailheads and parking lots. Ten percent of funds 
from passes purchased through Save the Dunes di-
rectly support its mission.

Email offi ce@savedunes.org for more details.

https://lcso.net/event/subscription3/
mailto:ce@savedunes.org
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Home sweet home starts here

Beyond

Robyn Graffenius
Mortgage Advisor
269-208-1760

NMLS# 877903

RUSSO
PAINTING

COMPANY
SINCE 1999

Interior/exterior
House Painting. 

Family-owned.

Call Joe: (219) 299-7732

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled: 
• Scratch Club (ages 7-17) from 4-5 p.m. 

Thursday, March 7. Learn to code with Scratch 
— a platform to create stories, games and anima-
tions — by working through projects and sharing 
ideas. Call Dave at (219) 873-3045 for details.

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in 
March. Membership is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Afternoon movie: “A Haunting in Venice” 
from 2-4 p.m. Friday, March 8. The movie is 
Rated PG-13.

• Any Book Book Club (adults only) from 5-6 
p.m. Monday, March 11. Participants can dis-
cuss any books they are reading. Meetings are 
the second Monday of the month. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

• Great Decisions at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 
11. The foreign-policy discussion program con-
tinues its 26th season. This month’s topics are 
“Science Across Borders” and “U.S.-China Trade 
Rivalry.” Reading material is available at the cir-
culation desk. Call 873-3049 for more details. 

• Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from 
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays in March. Create with 
LEGO WeDo, Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozobots 
and 3-D pens. Children 12 and younger must 
have a parent or guardian attend with them.

• Board Game Night for Adults from 5-7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, March 12. A variety of games will 

Michigan City Public Library

be available.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Tinkercad 3-D Modeling from 4-5 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 13, in the Makerspace.  
Registration is required for the program that in-
volves Tinkercad, a free online collection of soft-
ware tools. This session, for children 9-17, serves 
as an introduction to 3-D design, art and printing. 
No experience is necessary. All registered par-
ticipants receive a 3-D print of his/her creations. 
Register at the Youth Services desk or call (219) 
873-3045 for more info. Space is limited. MCPL 
3-D printing rules apply, and the printing fee is 
waived for this program.

• Adult Dungeons & Dragons from 5-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 13. Supplies and characters 
are provided on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. 
Email Miss Dana at dwolf@mclib.org for details.

• Weekly Crafts for Kids & Teens. Each week 
offers a different project. Take-home craft kits are 
available, or create some in the Makerspace.

• Volunteer Income Tax Assistance aid need-
ed. Volunteers help at least one day a week dur-
ing tax season. The IRS provides some training, 
and passing the VITA test through the interme-
diate level is required. Testing and training are 
online. Call (219) 873-3049 for more details.

• Learning Center volunteers needed for chil-
dren and adults. Areas include reading, math, 
high school equivalency and English as a Second 
Language. All supplies and training are provided. 
Volunteers are needed two hours a week. Contact 
Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or stop by 
the Learning Center for more details.

• The 2024 Genealogy Bus Trip to Allen Coun-
ty is Wednesday, April 17. The trip is sponsored 
by the library and LaPorte County Genealogical 
Society. The center has an extensive collection of 
North American genealogy resources. More de-
tails will be available in March. 

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 
E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

mailto:dwolf@mclib.org
http://www.mclib.org
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LaPorte County Public Library

Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue 
fi nes. Customers only will be charged for items they 
damage, lose or never return.  

The following programs are planned:
• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 

March 8, at the main library. Children ages 
3-5 with their caregivers experience stories, 
songs, crafts and activities.

• A Living History Portrayal by Leslie God-
dard: Julia Child — Bon Appetit! from 6-7 
p.m. Friday, March 8, at the main library 
Meeting Room B. Actress-scholar Goddard por-
trays the French chef, discussing everything from 
her relationship with husband Paul Child to the 
mishaps of cooking on television.

• How to Apply for Jobs Online from noon-
1:30 p.m. Saturday, March 8, at the Cool-
spring branch. At the end of class, participants 
write a resume using Cypress Resume.

• Page Turners Book Club from noon-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 12, in the main library 
Meeting Room B. The focus is Patrick deWitt’s 
The Librarianist.
LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 

Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

New Buffalo Township Library

• St. Patrick’s Day Story Time. The program is 
at 10 a.m. Monday, March 11.

• New Buffalo Township Library Annual Tea. 
The event is at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 17.

Weekly programs:
• Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:45 p.m. Wednesdays 

while supplies last.
• Chess Club from 6-8 p.m. Thursdays.
• Lego Club from 9-4:30 p.m. Fridays and 9-1:30 

p.m. Saturdays.
• Yoga from 9-10 a.m. Saturdays.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Call (269) 
469-2933 for more details.

It's time to lead the life you were meant to live!
219-878-0322                 www.jeanneanncannon.com
                                 jeanneanncannon@comcast.net

FIRST ROUND 
  Thursday, March 21st

      10am at Patrick’s Grille

$100/Person OPEN BAR & All-Day REVOLVING MENU

10am Chicken & Biscuits 11am Spicy Hashbrown Waffle/Eggs

12pm Beer Cheese & Breadsticks 1pm French Dip Sandwich 
        w/ Pub Chips

2pm Bavarian Pretzels 3pm Pastrami Sandwich

4pm Chili en Croute 5pm Peel & Eat Shrimp 

6pm Roast Tenderloin Sliders 7pm Pulled Pork Mac & Cheese

Purchase your ALL-DAY PASS at
EVENTBRITE.com

Hurry!  Limited Tickets

4125 Franklin •Michigan City • 219.873.9401            

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.jeanneanncannon.com
mailto:jeanneanncannon@comcast.net
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• The 47th annual Maple Sugar Time Festi-
val is from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
March 9-10. Sponsored by the Friends of Indi-
ana Dunes Inc., visitors can learn how Native 
Americans fi rst boiled maple sap into sugar, and 
how early settlers used large iron kettles to make 
syrup. While walking the maple trail, pass by 
the sugar shack where sap is still boiled down 
the way the Chellberg family did in the 1930s. 
Children can learn how to tap a tree at the Maple 
Fun Zone, and meet farm animals while enjoying 
a maple syrup snow cone. Tour the farmhouse to 
see food prepared on the wood stove, or purchase 
Indiana maple syrup from the Friends of Indiana 
Dunes. Learn how to make maple syrup at home, 
and how modern maple sugar farmers make syr-
up. Chellberg Farm is on Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 20 and 12 in Porter.

• Chellberg Farm Open House from 1-3 p.m. 
Saturdays-Sundays in March. Rangers and 
volunteers share the area’s history as visitors 
tour the farmhouse/garden and visit the animals. 
Passes are required. The parking lot is off Mineral 
Springs Road between U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter.

• Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trek-
kers) from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trekkers is a no-

hassle volunteer option that helps keep trails and 
beaches clean. Temporary passes are available. 
Visit tinyurl.com/2p83798v for more details.

❑

March 8 is the application deadline for IDNP’s 
Artist-in-Residence program.

Now in its 28th year, artists can live and work in 
the park for a two-week residency, with accommo-
dations provided. Artists can interact with visitors, 
engage with the community and share their work 
through public programs and events.

The application and more information are avail-
able at tinyurl.com/32nx6ct8

❑

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park

The following program will be offered:
• Beginner Beach Glass Wire-Wrapping Work-

shop from 1:30-3 p.m. Saturday, March 9. 
Learn the art of wire wrapping to make beach-
glass jewelry. Space is limited. The cost is $7, and 
pre-registration is required by calling (219) 926-
1390.

• Indiana’s Solar Eclipse 101 at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
March 10. With Indiana experiencing a solar 
eclipse April 8, learn about what an eclipse is, 
safe viewing and what to expect.

• The 24th Annual Running with the Irish 5K 
Race from 7-11 a.m. Saturday, March 16, to 
benefi t St. Patrick Catholic School, Chester-
ton. The course uses paved roads through IDSP. 
Visit tinyurl.com/yyehzt3h to register. 

❑

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

Indiana Dunes National Park

Dig the Dunes Makers Trail

Lubeznik Center for the Arts is among the fi ve 
spots included in Dig the Dunes’ third Makers Trail 
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, March 9.

The concept is, fi ve projects to complete at fi ve 
different locations. They are:
• Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St.
• Over Yonder Dunes Gift Shop, 12 U.S. 12, Bev-

erly Shores.
• Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St.
• Pieces of Jayde, 1587 S. Calumet Road, Chesterton.
• Market on 12, 2704 W. Dunes Highway.

Some sites will have refreshments. 
Tickets, which cost $50, are available at tinyurl.

com/26hf7s72 

http://www.nps.gov/indu
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Kevin Murphy Products
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By Appointment Only
Angila Keeney 

(219) 871-9340
708 Freyer Road, MC
• Cuts • Colors • Perms • 

• Manis • Pedis • Waxing •

New Clients 

15% OFF 
Any Service 
Exp. 3/30/2024

FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 7pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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Senior Discount 
7 Days a Week 7am – 10am
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobile:
• Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte, 140 E. Shore 

Parkway, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday, March 11.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

Feb. 27, 2024
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Gutter Busters    20   0
2. Pin Pals      14   6
3. Gutter Gals    13   7
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Tammy Vouri  185
2. Mary Lou McFadden    164
3. Joan O’Sullivan   163
4. Dottie Brinckman     158
5. Mary Clohessy    157
5. Deb Frederick    157
6. Kim Stokes (series)   412
SPLITS
Tina Sonderby    2-7-8
Carolyn Wiggins    4-7-10
Mary McDonald     3-6-7, 7-8
Holly Dres      4-7-10
Ellyn Lunch     3-10
Joan O’Sullivan     5-7
Mary Lou McFadden     5-7
STRIKES
Joan O’Sullivan, 3 in a row

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

Indiana Master Naturalist Program

Registration is under way for Indiana Dunes State 
Park’s spring 2024 Indiana Master Naturalist Pro-
gram, which starts from 1-4 p.m. Sunday, March 17.

Through the program, natural resource special-
ists foster an understanding of Indiana’s plants, wa-
ter, soils and wildlife, and promote natural-resource 
volunteer service within the state. The fi nal class 
date is June 9.

Seats are capped at 25, and the registration fee 
is $75. Visit www.indianamasternaturalist.org for 
more information.

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.indianamasternaturalist.org
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Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial

(800) 228-3928 • (317) 727-2361

Free Estimates

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

38 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach
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$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 

REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
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In the Area
March 7  — Scratch Club (ages 7-17), 4-5 p.m., 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3045.

March 8 — Afternoon movie: “A Haunting in 
Venice,” 2-4 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

March 8 — A Living History Portrayal by Leslie 
Goddard: Julia Child — Bon Appetit!, 6-7 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

March 8-10, 14-17 — Footlight Players, “A Night 
of Old Tyme Radio Comedy featuring Alien Inva-
sion,” Footlight Theatre, 1705 Franklin St. Times: 
7:30 p.m. Thur.-Fri., 2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $17/
adults, $12/children & Thursday shows. Reserva-
tions: www.footlightplayers.org, (219) 874-4035.

March 8-10 — “Ring of Fire,” LaPorte Little 
Theatre Club, 218 A St. Times: 7:30 p.m. Fri.-
Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $19/adults, $18/seniors 
55+, $15/students with ID. Reservations: www.
laportelittletheatreclub.com

March 10 — LaPorte County Symphony 
Orchestra, 3 p.m., The Holdcraft Performing Arts 
Center, 1200 Spring St. Adult general admission: 
$25, senior general admission: $22, students 
with ID: free. Reservations: https://lcso.net/event/
subscription3/

March 9 — Dig the Dunes’ third Makers Trail, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tickets: $50. Reservations: tinyurl.
com/26hf7s72

March 11 — Any Book Book Club (adults only), 
5-6 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

March 11 — Great Decisions, 6:30 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049. 

March 12 — Page Turners Book Club, noon-1 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library,  904 Indiana 
Ave. Focus: Patrick deWitt’s The Librarianist. Info: 
www.laportelibrary.org

March 12 — Board Game Night for Adults, 
5-7:30 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

March 13 — Tinkercad 3-D Modeling, 4-5 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3045.

March 13 — Adult Dungeons & Dragons, 5-7:30 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: dwolf@mclib.org 

Through March 31 — Work by Cheryl Kaper, The 
Legacy Center Gallery at Queen of All Saints Catholic 
Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Legacy Center hours: 6 
a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-
3 p.m. Sun. Info: lucia@qas.org

Through April 2 — Indiana Historical Society 
traveling exhibit, “Endangered Heritage,” LaPorte 
County Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana 
Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance 
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 W. 
McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 p.m. 
Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 109 Ann St. Doors open: 3:30 p.m. 
Bingo: 6 p.m. $45 entrance fee (includes all cards). 
Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays in March — Creative Tech Activities 
(ages 6-17), 3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Li-
brary, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Thursdays in March — Needle Arts Club to 
Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 a.m. 
Info: Jan at (219) 241-8757, Paula at (219) 588-
3127, www.oa.org  

Fridays Through March 22 — Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 12951 annual Lenten Fish Fry, 4-7 
p.m., Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 606 S. 
Woodland Ave. Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors. “Sea-
son Passes”: $85/adults, $67/seniors. Online orders: 
http://qas.org/kofc

Saturdays in LaPorte — Guided tours, 2-3 
p.m., LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 
2405 Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

In the Region
March 7 — Book signing, Agata Szczeszak-Brew-

er’s The Hunger Book: A Memoir from Communist 
Poland, 6-7:30 p.m., Barnes & Noble Bookstore, 
150 Silhavy Road, Valparaiso. Info: (219) 531-6551, 
www.barnesandnoble.com

March 8 — Despite The Smoke with Jack Cun-
ningham, 8 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $15 + $3.50 con-
venience fee, $40 + $3.50 convenience fee (reserved). 
Reservations: www.acornlive.org

March 8-April 28 — Kevin Firme, “Sculpture and 
Drawings,” Midwest Museum of Art, 429 S. Main St., 

http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.footlightplayers.org
http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
https://lcso.net/event/
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:dwolf@mclib.org
mailto:lucia@qas.org
http://www.oa.org
http://qas.org/kofc
http://www.barnesandnoble.com
http://www.acornlive.org
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Elkhart. Noontime talk (Eastern): March 14. 
March 9 — Duneland Weavers Guild, 10 a.m.-

noon, Three Moons Fiberworks, 402 Broadway, 
Chesterton. Info: www.dunelandweaversguild.org

March 9 — Beginner Beach Glass Wire-Wrap-
ping Workshop, 1:30-3 p.m., Indiana Dunes State 
Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. 
Cost: $7. Registration: (219) 926-1390.

March 9 — Harbor Country Hikers, 1 p.m. EST, 
Sugarwood Forest Preserve, 6855 Elm Valley Road, 
Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.harborcountryhikers.
com

 March 9 — Glen Phillips of Toad the Wet Sprock-
et at The Acorn with Chris Pureka, 8 p.m. EST, The 
Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. 
Tickets: $35 + $5.50 convenience fee, $60 + $5.50 
convenience fee (reserved). Reservations: www.
acornlive.org

March 9-10 — The 47th annual Maple Sugar 
Time Festival, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Chellberg Farm, 
Mineral Spring Road between U.S. 12/20, Porter. 
Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

March 10 — Indiana’s Solar Eclipse 101,  2 p.m., 
Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390. 

March 10 — Beth Orton, 7 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 
107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: 
$35 + $5.50 convenience fee, $60 + $5.50 convenience 
fee (reserved). Reservations: www.acornlive.org

March 11 — St. Patrick’s Day Story Time, 10 
a.m. EST, New Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. 
Thompson St. Info: (269) 469-2933.

Through March 14 — Chesterton-based plein 
air oil artist Christine Newton, The Village Gallery 
at Pines Village Retirement Communities, 3303 
Pines Village Circle, Valparaiso.

Through March 31 —  “Being There” (oils by 
Julie Christian Bender), Episcopal Church of the 
Mediator, 14280 Red Arrow Highway, Harbert, 
Mich. Hours: 9 a.m.-noon EST weekdays. Info: 
www.mediatorharbert.com

Through May 5 — “Radiator Mascots: Art, Style 
& Story,” The Studebaker National Museum, 201 
Chapin St. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission:  $11/adults, $9.50/
seniors 60+, $7/youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-
9714, (888) 391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org

Through May 12 — “Indiana Lore,” South Bend’s 
The History Museum, 808 W. Washington St. Hours 
(Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/seniors, $7/youth 
6-17, free/members. Info: www.historymuseumSB.
org, (574) 235-9664. 

Through May 12 — Photo exhibit of 1926 
Valparaiso fi re, Porter County Museum (PoCo Muse), 
20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso. Free admission. Hours: 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Sun. Info: www.pocomuse.org, 
@pocomuse on social media.

Through May 12 — “Facing the Giant: 3 De-

cades of Dissent,” Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., 
St. Joseph, Mich. Also on display: Joe Matty’s “A 
World Apart” (through March 24), Aaron Martin’s 
“Nébwakat Mshiké: Wise Turtle,” through 2024. 
Info: www.krasl.org, (269) 983-0271.

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Saturdays-Sundays in March. — Chellberg 
Farm Open House, 1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12 and 20, Porter. Info: (219) 395-
1882, www.nps.gov/

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “The Monk 
and the Gun.” Rated PG-13. Times: 6 p.m. March 
8, 3 p.m. March 9, 3 & 6 p.m. March 10. Also: “Just 
Sally,” a short musical directed by Michigan native 
Kyle Misak. Time: 6 p.m. March 9. All times Eastern. 
Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. 
Info:  www.vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

Got Something to Sell?
Have a Service People Need?

Get fast results with a classified in

www.thebeacher.com/s/

THE

TM

Classic Quality  
for Every Vision and Budget

The Classic Line from  
Wolf Cabinets is on sale now!

Duneland Home and Pro Hardware
1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, IN 46360

219-878-1720
Closed on Sundays

 
14 accent colors, these are the perfect cabinets 

to complete your kitchen!

The classic line has a quick 
ship program, meaning 
cabinets ship within 2 
weeks or less!

Cabinets are currently on 
display in our showroom!

Stop in today for more 
information!

http://www.thebeacher.com
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nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 
Bloomington, IL, State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX, State 
Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto. Bundle &
save.
Call me for a quote today

Warren Attar
Agent
106 Woodland Ct Suite 3
Michigan City, IN 46360
Bus: 219-874-4256
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
www.warrenattar.com

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

On March 7, 1854, Charles Miller, St. Louis, 
received a patent for a sewing machine that could 
stitch buttonholes.

On March 7, 1876, Alexander Graham Bell re-
ceived a patent for a “voice-transmission device,” 
later know as the telephone.

On March 7, 1926, the fi rst successful trans-
Atlantic radio-telephone conversation took place 
between New York and London.

On March 7, 1975, the Senate voted to revise 
its fi libuster rule, allowing 60 senators, rather than 
the previously required two-thirds of senators pres-
ent, to limit debate.

On March 7, 1994, the Navy issued its fi rst per-
manent orders assigning women to regular duty 
aboard a combat ship – in this case, the USS Eisen-
hower.

On March 8, 1765, the hated “Stamp Act,” de-
signed to tax the American colonies, was passed by 
the British House of Lords.

On March 8, 1854, Commodore Matthew Perry 
made his second landing in Japan. Within a month, 
he had concluded a treaty with the Japanese.

On March 8, 1894, New York became the fi rst 
state to require dogs to be licensed.

On March 8, 1917, the Bolshevik Revolution 
was under way as riots and strikes broke out in the 
Russian city of St. Petersburg.

On March 8, 1946, the Civil Aeronautics Admin-
istration granted The New York Journal-American 
a license for a helicopter to cover news and deliver 
photographs.

On March 9, 1822, New York’s Charles M. Gra-
ham received a patent for artifi cial teeth.

On March 9, 1933, President Roosevelt called 
Congress into session to begin its “100 days” of en-
acting New Deal legislation.

On March 9, 1954, CBS newsman Edward R. 
Murrow critically reviewed Wisconsin Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy’s anti-Communism campaign on an epi-
sode of “See It Now.”

On March 9, 1959, the original Barbie doll de-
buted in U.S. stores.

On March 9, 1975, work began on the Alaskan 
oil pipeline.

On March 10, 1849, Abraham Lincoln applied 
for a patent, the fi rst person to do so and become 
U.S. president. He would receive it in May 1849 for 
inventing a way of “buoying vessels over shoals.”

On March 10, 1862, during the Civil War, paper 

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.warrenattar.com
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money was fi rst issued by the U.S. government.
On March 10, 1876, in Boston, Alexander Gra-

ham Bell made the world’s fi rst telephone call, tell-
ing his assistant in an adjoining room, “Mr. Watson, 
come here. I want you.”

On March 10, 1880, The Salvation Army (which 
originated in England) began operations in the 
United States.

On March 10, 1946, Italian women, for the fi rst 
time in history, were allowed to vote in local elections.

On March 10, 1965, Neil Simon’s play “The Odd 
Couple,” starring Walter Matthau and Art Carney, 
opened on Broadway.

On March 11, 1888, an estimated 400 died as 
one of the worst blizzards in the nation’s history 
struck the northeastern United States.

On March 11, 1959, in New York, “A Raisin in 
the Sun,” starring Sidney Poitier and Ruby Dee, 
opened on Broadway.

On March 11, 1976, President Richard Nixon 
acknowledged he ordered the CIA to try to keep 
Marxist Salvador Allende from becoming president 
of Chile in 1970

On March 11, 1988, Gary Hart, for the second 
time, withdrew as a candidate for the Democratic 
presidential nomination.

On March 12, 1831, manufacturer Clement 
Studebaker, who helped found the Studebaker 
Brothers Manufacturing Co. in South Bend, was 
born in Pinetree, Pa.

On March 12, 1849, an ice fl ood in the Chica-
go River ripped ships from their docks and pushed 
them (along with huge blocks of ice) downstream. 
The gigantic mass swept the bridges on Madison, 
Randolph and Wells before it.

On March 12, 1912, Juliette Gordon Low, of Sa-
vannah, Ga., founded the fi rst Girl Scout troop in 
the United States.

On March 12, 1912, Army Capt. Albert Berry 
made the fi rst parachute jump from an airplane.

On March 12, 1930, India’s Mohandas Gandhi be-
gan a 300-mile march to protest a British tax on salt.

On March 13, 1852, a drawing by Frank Bellew 
that appeared in The New York Lantern was the 
fi rst cartoon that depicted Uncle Sam as the symbol 
of the United States.

On March 13, 1868, the Senate began impeach-
ment proceedings against President Andrew John-
son, charging him with “high crimes and misde-
meanors.” He was acquitted by one vote.

On March 13, 1877, Chester Greenwood, of 
Farmington, Maine, received a patent for “ear muf-
fl ers,” which later became known as “ear muffs.”

On March 13, 1884, Standard Time was adopted 
across the U.S.

On March 13, 1884, the Chicago Live Stock Ex-
change received its charter.

On March 13, 1947, Lerner and Loewe’s “Briga-
doon” debuted on Broadway.

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

JOSÉ LANDSCAPING
Residential & 
Commercial

Spring/Fall Cleanup, Fertilizer, 
Grass Cutting, Planting, Shrubs, 
Mulch, Power Rake, Aeration, 

Fence, Weed Pulling, Concrete, 
Gutter Cleaning, Etc.

(872) 230-6531

Curtis Flooring
(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Authorized IRS e-file provider: Single-Married/No Dependents, (1) state 
included: IN, IL or MI, $100. Single-Married/with Dependents, $125. If (2) 
states are needed (add $35). Capital Gains (add $100). Rental properties 

up to 3 (add $150). Business no employees (add $150). Business with 
employees (add $250). Corp K-1 (add $100).

Howard Feder: (219) 814-4266, federaltaxsvc@sbcglobal.net
Michael Ramion/Personal Trainer • NASM CPT

Senior Training Specialist. Stretching & Flexibility Certified.
ramion@att.net • (773) 206-8786

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 •  www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Thanks, Punxsutawney Phil. Early spring weather, and MC Muni and 
most area golf courses are open. Time to organize and update golf equip-
ment. If you need any items or a full set, call Lefty at (219) 873-0858 for 

all things golf. Need a starter set? Lefty and staff will assist you in building 
a great set within your golf budget. As always, we buy low and sell reason-
able. Golfer satisfaction is our most important concern. Lost a club? Broke 

a club? Hate a club? Make an appointment to check our vast inventory 
for replacements. Pogo says, “Best prices in the area.” Yogi says, “Lefty’s 

learning me all his experience, and he will help you, too. “ Olive says, 
“Squirrels in the yard, wish I could fly.” Be gentle with the Earth, don’t let 

weeds grow around your dreams, do the right thing, Namaste, Lefty.
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
28 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 

references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning and vinyl porch 

panel and screen cleaning experts! Check out my 5-star ratings online or 
ask your neighbors!

AOP Cleaning & Maintenance LLC
Still growing and happy to take new customers to assist with serving your 
needs. Cleaning, laundry, organization, maintenance, move-outs & more. 

Ask what we offer! We are striving to build a company that is servicing 
our community, with local businesses and residential homes! We currently 

operate in Long Beach, Beverly Shores, LaPorte, New Carlisle, New 
Buffalo and Michigan City!

(219) 617-8937 • aopenterprises1@gmail.com • 
#SupportYourLocalBusinesses

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 
airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or

 rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com

ANGIE’S CLEANING SERVICES
Residential, condos, apartments, rentals, arbnb. Weekly, biweekly, 

monthly, occasional. Free estimates. Call (219) 814-3499.
HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Spring Cleanup • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • 
Gutter Cleaning • Painting: Interior/exterior • And Much More • Free esti-
mates. 20+ years exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the 

best ones… Recommendations available. Insured.
Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (574) 855-0666.

DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.
EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30+ YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. 

INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599
Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 27-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840

Roof & Siding Repairs, Gutters, Doors, Windows. 
1 Guy, Fair Price. Call Lou at (219) 210-7015.

Top Notch handymen at your service. 25+ years of experience puts 
your home in good hands and perfect working order. Inside-outside 

jobs. Painting, tiling, all home maintenance and repairs. Free estimates. 
References available.  Insured. Contact Ed at (269) 635-9760 or opera-

tions@handytopnotch.com.
Mike Heyden Handyman Service

Over 40 years experience: carpentry, roof repairs, power washing, paint-
ing floors. No bull: Just honest work. Call Mike at (219) 916-0270.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. 30+ years experience. Fully insured. Interior/exte-
rior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding and more. Call 

(219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering & 
Stone • Eifs • Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/

bonded. Call (219) 229-2352. 

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
mailto:federaltaxsvc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ramion@att.net
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:aopenterprises1@gmail.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:opera-tions@handytopnotch.com
mailto:opera-tions@handytopnotch.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
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Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Professional Interior Painting of any kind

Call Steven Sacks for a Free Estimate @ (219) 809-1365 or
email alphapainting223@gmail.com

TIM AND JEFF’S PAINTING
Painting, pressure washing, interior/exterior. Free estimates. (219) 814-3885.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474

Snow plowing. Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 
210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Spring cleanup. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weed-
ing. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power wash-

ing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Snow removal, mowing, planting, mulch, 
weeding, tree trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/

spring cleanup. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767

Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

JUST LEAVES AND MORE
Yard cleanup, trimming, mowing, winterizing, mulching. Free estimates. 

Call (219) 814-3885.

Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.
Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.

LLOYD’S TREE SERVICES
Tree removal  • Brush removal. Guaranteed work. 30+ years 
experience. Locally owned. Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387

SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Mowing service, cleanups, trimming, mulch, weeding, snow plowing &

power washing. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Jose: (219) 369-7522

GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.
Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • Snow Removal

Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 
(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Summer Camp Counselor
Michiana Day Camp, Michiana, MI

Location: 4000 Cherokee Drive, Michiana, MI, 49117

Under guidance of the camp director, the counselor oversees an assigned 
group of campers. Responsible for knowledge of the whereabouts of all 

assigned campers, ensuring safety standards, instructing campers of camp 
rules and regulations, maintaining discipline and guiding campers throughout 
all daily activities. Must be energetic, creative, positive and have the ability to 
work well with staff and campers alike. Reports to the camp director and/or 
art director or assistant camp director. Be available to work June 14, 2024– 
Aug. 9, 2024. Counselors work days, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

CST. Occasional nights 7-9 p.m.
Duties Responsibilities & Qualifications

Must be 16 years of age 
Must have USA ID 

Will get Michigan child care fingerprint/background check. Must have current 
Ability to lead and oversee an assigned group of campers.

Ability to work with children of all ages, understand their interests, 
and apply that to how you relate to each camper

Maintains camp discipline. Refers incidents of misbehavior, as necessary, to 

the camp director.
Assists with camp activities and events as assigned by the On-Site Program 

Director.
Promotes high camper morale.

Ensures camper safety
Compassion, good judgment, sense of responsibility, patience, fairness, 

humor, charisma, spontaneity and a positive outlook. Will supervise 
Counselors-in-Training assigned to the same group.

If interested fill out application below
https://forms.gle/JAjSTGtsRQHoBc7S7

or email anneblasko@gmail.com for application link
FOR SALE

Like New!! Only 250 miles. Street legal, plated low-speed vehicle. It 
drives very well and goes 25+ MPH. It has nice seats, a backup camera, 

14” custom wheels, cooler, windshield wiper, turn signals, Bluetooth 
sound system. The golf cart also has an aluminum frame, AC motor, 

speedometer and odometer, LED lighting, 14″ wheels, reverse camera, 
hydraulic disc brakes, two-tone premium seats, on-board smart charger, 
dual USB plugs, extended roof, rear flip seat, headlights, taillights, turn 
signals, DOT windshield with wiper, DOT tires, DOT 3-point seat belts 
and a 17-digit VIN number and new U.S. batteries. The backseat flips 

down into an optional utility bed and has a hidden cooler. Comes with a 
4-year manufacturers warranty from Bintelli. Titanium color. $11,950 firm. 

Call (574) 229-8739 as this will go fast.
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

 Want to buy baseball cards and possibly baseball memorabilia 
depending on items. Also looking for Michigan City Elston Red Devils 

basketball team buttons. Call Gene at (219) 879-9453

HOME WATCH
Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More

Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL 

2 second-level office spaces for rent at Lubeznik Center for the Arts!
1-year lease, $325/mo., north-facing window (9x12ft)

1-year lease, $425/mo., south-facing window (10x13ft)
Email Janet Bloch at jbloch@LubeznikCenter.org or call (219) 874-4900

RENTALS INDIANA
Rental: 3020 Mayfield Way, Long Beach. $1,450/month, 12-month 

rental, 3BR/1BA, garage. Call T. Meyer at (219) 871-2680.
Beach house just steps from the sand located in Long Beach: 

Monthly! Fully furnished, 4BR/2BA, fully equipped large stainless steel 
kitchen with 2 refrigerators, outdoor deck, BBQ, patio furniture, large fam-
ily room with 65” big screen TV. Fully fenced backyard with lots of games 
and beach toys, horseshoes, croquet, inner tubes and life vests for the 
beach. Call for details. Pets OK with vet docs & approval. 30-day mini-

mum at $239 a night. Annual lease @ $3,500/mo. (219) 777-6722

NOW HIRING
Non-emergency medical drivers needed now!

Transports clients to & from medical appointments. Car, gas, insurance 
supplied. You drive! Full time, part time. Call (219) 308-0859.

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
Burial grave at Swan Lake Memorial Gardens. Peace Garden, 209-D, 

Grave No. 2. Please call (219) 331-9330.

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:alphapainting223@gmail.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/JAjSTGtsRQHoBc7S7
mailto:anneblasko@gmail.com
mailto:jim@infinitymichiana.com
http://www.infinitymichiana.com
mailto:jbloch@LubeznikCenter.org
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The Mayors of New York by S.J. Rozan (hard-
cover $27.95 retail in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook. 280 pages.) 

This is Book 15 in the Bill Smith/Lydia Chin mys-
tery series, and I’m sorry I didn’t pick up on this 
most entertaining pair before now. 

It’s modern day in New York City, and there’s a 
new sheriff in town — Carole McCann, the city’s 
fi rst female mayor. As if taking care of the largest 
city in the country isn’t enough, she also has an ob-
noxious ex and a pair of 15-year-old twins. She must 
have a therapist on speed dial…

Bill and Lydia are private investigators, but don’t 
share a common offi ce or apart-
ment. That’s not to say they aren’t 
lovers, but that is not explored, 
at least not in this book. What is 
explored is their uncanny ability 
to understand what the other is 
thinking before they speak.

The mayor has a personal as-
sistant, Aubrey Hamilton, who 
just happens to be Bill’s ex-girl-
friend. Bill is surprised when she 
calls him. Whenever they speak, 
and that’s not often, conversa-
tions seem to drip with sarcasm 
— actually rather funny.

One day, she phones Bill about 
taking a case that must be kept 
out of the media. It seems the 
mayor’s son, Mark, has disap-
peared. Why not report it to her 
police department? Because sen-
sitive and soul-sucking talks are 
about to begin involving contract 
negotiations with city unions, the 
fi rst being the Detectives’ Endowment Association. 
The outcome will set the tone for negotiations for 
the rest of the unions.

Mark, hasn’t been seen for several days, his back-
pack is missing and so is $500 from his bank ac-
count. His father and sister seem to think he’s just 
gone off “to think” since he’s done this before and 
always comes back soon. But Mayor McCann can’t 
abide any bad publicity right now and has asked 
Aubrey to get someone “discreet” to fi nd him. It’s a 
strange family dynamic: Mark has taken his moth-
er’s last name, McCann, while sister Madison goes 
by dad’s name, Guilder. Madison is the drama queen 
of the family, while Mark is somewhat of a loner.

Lydia, meanwhile, is asked by a Chinese family 
to fi nd out what really happened to their daughter, 
Amber Shun, whose body was found and labeled a 
suicide. When Bill calls Lydia about the mayor’s 
case, she calls back to the Shuns and tells them she 
can’t look into their daughter’s death. Interesting 
fact: Amber was in a play at school with Mark.

Mark is an interesting case in that no one wants 

to talk to Bill or Lydia, they can’t go to the police 
for help and they must studiously avoid all media 
attention. That certainly makes the case a little 
harder to follow, but that’s where you begin to un-
derstand the title of the book. In every borough of 
the city, in every neighborhood, there is a “mayor” 
of sorts, someone who knows all, sees all and some-

times runs the show. This can 
be helpful when people can do 
things like hack into computers 
or phones, or lead Bill and Lydia 
to the right people for needed in-
formation. Help is provided at a 
price, of course: improved parks, 
playgrounds for the kids or maybe 
better subway service. After all, 
nothing’s more important than 
fi nding the mayor’s son, right?

Of course, sometimes Bill can’t 
control his mouth and his sar-
casm can cause him trouble, and 
that’s where Lydia comes in — 
she’s the calvary come to save the 
day when needed. Like when Bill 
gets in a hysterical fracas in Time 
Square with a bunch of costumed 
super heroes. Don’t ask, just read 
— it’s a hoot!

One thing leads to another, and 
it is obvious that someone else is 
looking for Mark, and it’s not his 

family. Then, another student, Jacob Dolo, is shot 
and wounded, and there might be a connection to 
Amber Shun’s death. Then, there’s the mayor’s ex-
husband and his buddy, über-rich lawyer Oscar 
Trask, the man no one says “no” to. He seems to 
take an interest in Madison, maybe too much of an 
interest. And does Daddy notice? Hardly. He’s too 
busy living off Trask’s largesse.

Rozan is New York born and bred, and it shows in 
this cleverly laid out story that takes the reader into 
the heart of various boroughs, meeting the people 
and especially the food of all the different cultures. 
Have you ever heard of fufu bread and jolly rice? Me 
neither. Things defi nitely heat up as Bill and Lydia 
get closer to what happened to Mark…with a gun 
pointed at…?

The fi nal word: In a city of close to 10 million peo-
ple, Rozan explores the many cultures and power 
dynamics that will make your head spin. The story 
is more than just another gumshoe novel. Enter-
tainment at its best.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

PORTAGE 

2br/ 1.2ba / $475,000        
Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364

5946 Dune Harbor Dr

SOUTH BEND 

3br/1.1ba / $249,900     
Kaileyne Krask • 219.851.7290

56383 Ritschard Ave

LA PORTE

5br/1.3ba / $2,250,000     
Susan Yemc • 219.617.3731 

676 E 700 N 

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360

PORTAGE  

2br/2ba / $695,000  
Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364 

32 Shore Dr

LONG BEACH  

4br/3.1ba / $2,075,000  
Micky & Braedan Gallas • 219.229.1951 

2228 Lake Shore Dr

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/2ba / $435,000       
Michael & Rudy Conner • 312.735.2912

3305 W Dunes Hwy

PORTAGE  

3br/3ba / $985,000    
Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364 

88 Shore Dr

DUNE ACRES

4br/1.2ba / $799,000    
Jamie Hogan • 708.508.1991

6 Oak Dr

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/3.1ba / $689,000       
Micky & Braedan Gallas • 219.229.1951

6432 W Bleck Rd

http://www.thebeacher.com
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DON’T MISS THESE GREAT DEALS!

190 Country Club Dr.
LaPorte

55398 Sumerset Lane
NewCarlisle

213 Sutherland St.
LaPorte

2946Wrobel Ave.
Michigan City

2974 N Fairway Ave.
Rolling Prairie


