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Ready
to
Roll

Everything was in place, the decades-long journey for 
Dan Meyer to direct his original screenplay “Bulls” — now 
set in his hometown of Michigan City — one week from 
commencing.

Then came the phone call from Line Producer Kelsey 
Bunner.

“She’s like, ‘Are you sitting down?,’ and I said, ‘No, I’m 
better standing, pacing’,” Meyer recalls with a laugh. “She 
said we didn’t get our SAG (Screen Actors Guild) waiver to 
shoot. That evening, I was kind of stunned, because they 
thought we would be good, but they also told us we wouldn’t 
know until right before we were ready to shoot. It was a bit 
heartbreaking.”

Indeed, it was a tumultuous period in Hollywood. Not 
by Andrew Tallackson

Dan Meyer, the writer-director of “Bulls,” holds the poster for Championship Darts Corporation’s Cross Border Darts Challenge, 
which will be part of the April movie shoot. Photo by Andrew Tallackson
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only were writers on strike, but also actors, the 
Screen Actors Guild-American Federation of Tele-
vision and Radio Artists locked in a labor dispute 
with the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television 
Producers. Halting production on movies and TV 
shows, SAG offi cials granted waivers to productions 
if meeting specifi c conditions. Some independent 
projects, because of smaller budgets, received the 
waivers.

Meyer was hopeful.
Bunner’s phone call, delivering the unfortunate 

news, felt like a kick in the gut. Life, however, has 
a way of framing disappointment through perspec-
tive. The next day, Meyer viewed the now-delayed 
shoot as a positive. 

“It was like, OK, well, we’ve got some time now. 
We’ll take a little break,” Meyer said. “We’ll wait 
for the strikes to get over. We put our whole team 
together, everyone is coming back, so all that work 
we put into it is done.”

Not only did the delay afford Meyer time to revise 
his script for “Bulls,” but it also yielded remarkable 
good fortune.

Meyer and his team persuaded Championship 
Darts Corporation to host its Cross Border Darts 
Challenge on Friday-Saturday, April 12-13, at Up-
town Social, 907 Franklin St. The intention is for 
the darts challenge to become an annual event here. 
The icing on the cake? Meyer gets to capture foot-
age from the tournament, then use the same setup 
for staging his fi lm’s tournament Sunday, April 14. 
That means the need for plenty of extras.

“So, yeah, I put more work into the script, and 
now, we’re bringing this major North American dart 
tournament to Michigan City,” Meyer said. “We 
wouldn’t have had that. So, it worked out perfectly. 
And the movie is only that much better for it.”

“Bulls” is scheduled to shoot in Michigan City 
starting April 5 and wrapping around April 27-28.

Meyer wrote 
the screenplay a 
little more than 
20 years ago, ini-
tially as some-
thing he could 
do with actor 
pals like Michael 
Shannon and 
Paul Rudd. Those 
plans never came 
to fruition. Shan-
non and Rudd 
went on to pursue 
their respective 
acting careers. 
Meyer, however, 
realized the ac-
tor’s life was not Oscar-nominee Michael Shannon, Meyer’s 

longtime friend, will make a cameo in “Bulls” 
as a legendary dart player. Continued on Page 4
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for him. He preferred work behind the screen. 
In 2017, Meyer’s script for the offbeat comedy 

“Pottersville” found a home at Netfl ix. Meyer af-
forded Shannon a lead role bolstered by an all-star 
cast that included Judy Greer, Ron Perlman, Chris-
tina Hendricks, Thomas Lennon, Ian McShane and 
Greta Lee.

“Bulls” channels Meyer’s love of darts into an un-
derdog sports-buddy comedy — one embracing the 
LGBTQ+ community — that celebrates community 
and, especially, his love for Michigan City.

Save for one role, everyone cast in the script’s 
30 speaking roles is back. Ditto the crew, which 
includes producer Ryan Lewis, Assistant Director 
Heather Mingo, Co-Producer Royce Williams, Co-
Producer Travis Keyes, Bunner as line producer, 
and two-time Emmy winner Kevin Grace as produc-
tion designer. 

Shannon will make a cameo as darts legend Al-
listair Whitman, featured in the movie’s prologue 
set in 1966. That opening, by the way, is what Mey-
er retooled from earlier versions of the script.

“I was never really happy with the beginning of 
the movie, so I completely rewrote it so it goes much 
faster,” he said. “It’s much better. So much better. 
Again, I wouldn’t have been able to do that before. 
We would have shot it the other way, and I would 
have wanted it this way after the fact, then have to 
bang my head against the wall.”

The fact that Championship Darts Corporation 
agreed to host its Cross Border Darts Challenge 
here, right as fi lming commences on “Bulls,” is a 
major coup for Michigan City.

Founded in 2014, the CDC consists of long-format 
501 tournaments, with a  prize fund of more than 
$120,000. According to the CDC website, the top 
U.S. and Canadian player on the tour Points List, 

after 12 tourna-
ments, earns 
a berth in the 
World Darts 
Championship 
in London at 
the Alexandra 
Palace.

(In 501 tour-
naments, play-
ers start with 
501 points. 
S u b s e q u e n t 
points scored 
inch players to-
ward the goal 
of having zero 
points remain-
ing.)

Serving as 

Ready to Roll Continued from Page 3
the CDC’s chief executive offi cer and  tournament 
director is Peter Citera, of Skokie, Ill., who has 
spent more than 20 years promoting the sport. That 
ranges from serving as director of Windy City Dart-
ers from 2000-2018, including seven years as presi-
dent from 2005-2012, to being tournament director 
of the Windy City Open (2004-2012).

Citera told The Beacher he’s excited by the poten-
tial Michigan City holds for the Cross Border Darts 
Challenge.

“Michigan City is close to a bunch of areas where 
darts are popular, like Chicago, Detroit and Grand 
Rapids, and it’s very easy to come from Indianapo-
lis,” he said. “It just seemed to make sense to be 
centrally located.

“And,” he continued, “certainly to have the ‘Bulls’ 
movie fi lming at the same time, well, it was a no-
brainer to do this.”

The potential for “Bulls” to bring the sport to a 
greater audience is exciting, Citera says.

“Darts is in the background of a lot of places,” he 
said. “Watch ‘Big Bang Theory,’ it’s on the back of 
the door. It’s never the focal point. It’s something 
that’s there because it looks good in the back. But 
this is really cool to bring our sport to the forefront.”

Times for the Cross Border Darts Challenge are 
7 p.m. April 12 and 6 p.m. April 13. Confi rmed play-
ers at press time include: 

• U.S. — Doug 
Boehm, Jason 
Brandon, Stowe 
Buntz, Larry But-
ler, Leonard Gates, 
Danny Lauby, Alex 
Spellman and Jules 
Van Dongen.

• Canada — Sylvain 
Bourdeau, Da-
vid Cameron, Jim 
Long, Jake Mac-
millan, John Part, 
Jacob Taylor, Keith 
Way and Steve 
Warnock.

Tickets are avail-
able either at the 
CDC website (https://
champdarts.com) or Uptown Social website (www.
uptownsocialmc.com/).

That Uptown Social is the key location not only 
for the darts challenge, but “Bulls” as well is excit-
ing for Jeremy Rossi, Uptown’s part owner and chief 
operating offi cer.

“We opened at the peak of the pandemic, when it 
was hard to showcase what we do,” Rossi said. “A lot 
of people believe we are still a church. This movie 
is really going to give us the exposure we need and 
the notoriety to propel us forward. Having a movie 

Peter Citera, Championship Darts Corpora-
tion chief executive offi cer and tournament 
director, is excited by the exposure “Bulls” 

will bring to the sport.

Jules Van Dongen is set to return to 
Michigan City for both the Cross Border 
Darts Challenge and the movie shoot.

Continued on Page 6
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and catch the bug. 

“For Michigan City, 
you’re going to have 
people come from all 
over and stay the week-
end in Michigan City. 
It’s a win-win.”

Van Dongen, who is 
from The Netherlands 
and now lives with his 
family in Missouri, ad-
mits he’d never heard 
of Michigan City until 
attending a “Bulls” pro-
motional bash last July 
at Zorn Brew Works. 
He was impressed by 
the community.

“We drove in from 
the airport from Chi-
cago, we stayed at an 
arbnb, and we could 
see so much history 

and character to the town,” he said.

That is what Meyer wants audiences to take away 
from “Bulls.” An appreciation of his hometown. And 
it is why, hopefully with any delays behind him, the 
time is now to shoot his movie.

“I  have said from the very  beginning, this movie 
is going to happen the way it’s meant to happen,” he 
said. “Every time something has gone down where 
we got delayed, we’ve taken every opportunity and 
turned it into something better that just makes the 
entire movie better.”

(Visit the Facebook page “BULLS The Movie” for 
updates, including the need for extras for the shoot 
at Uptown Social.)

here, and having peo-
ple see the inside of 
the venue, the historic 
character of the build-
ing, is really what we 
need.”

Rossi also likes the 
premise of “Bulls.”

“I like the fact that 
the movie is about 
this group of friends 
who play darts with 
their fellow comrades 
at the local bar, and 
they want to take a 
leap of faith and try 
something different 
and be part of this 
competition,” he said. 

“What I love is that they have the community 
support behind them to essentially propel them 
forward. That’s what we have in Michigan City. We 
have a community here that essentially does that 
here. We’re tight-knit. We support our neighbors. 
The movie goes hand in hand with what we do in 
Michigan City.”

Meyer says something like the Cross Border 
Darts Challenge draws a passionate fan base. Some 
even dress in costumes. For the April event in Mich-
igan City, he already knows of people heading here 
from the East and West coasts.

Those who attend will see Van Dongen in action. 
One of the country’s top darts players, and known 
by fans as “The Dutch Dragon,” he reiterated that 
enthusiasts come from all over the country to wit-
ness these players in action. With that in mind, he 
continued, hosting the Cross Border Darts Chal-
lenge will be a plus for Michigan City.  

“It’s great to go somewhere darts isn’t quite part of 
the community yet,” he told The Beacher. “So may-
be, people who don’t watch darts will come, watch 

Ready to Roll Continued from Page 4

Jeremy Rossi, Uptown Social’s part 
owner and chief operating offi cer, says 

he likes what the “Bulls” screenplay 
has to say about community.

Alex Spellman is among the U.S. play-
ers who will appear in Michigan City for 

the Cross Border Darts Challenge.

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

http://www.furniturewerks.com
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Our Last Day is 
Saturday, March 30
It is with an extremely heavy heart, 

lots of deliberation and so many 
mixed emotions that Hammer’s is 

saying “last call.”

We have made so many beautiful 
memories with our awesome guests, 

employees and friends. There 
aren’t enough words to express the 
gratitude and love we feel for the 
wonderful team members we have 
had throughout the years, the life-
long friends we have made and the 

guests who made it all possible.

Thank you!

Tuesday-Thursday 3-8 p.m.* 
Friday & Saturday 3-9 p.m.*

* bar open later

2134 E. U.S. 20 
(corner of Johnson Rd & 20)

(219) 879-0760

http://www.thebeacher.com
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The School of American Music hosted the free family concert, “Dueling Divas,” featuring sopranos Rebecca Derbas-Selvidge (left) and Carrie VanDen-
burgh and accompanist Maggie Martin, on March 17 at Episcopal Church of the Mediator, Harbert, Mich. The next free family concert, which features 

tenors Matthew Daniel, Joseph Fosselman and Cameo Humes from Lyric Opera of Chicago, is at 3 p.m. EDT Sunday, April 28, at the church.

A Day With the “Dueling Divas”
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   Schoolhouse Shop & Dune Clothiers
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Amazing New Lines of 
Clothing Arriving!

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
 (219) 926-5001 Closed Tuesdays
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LICENSED IN ILLINOIS & INDIANA

Your Local Long Beach REALTOR®
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10097 N COUNTY RD 425 W 
MICHIGAN CITY
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Carpe Diem – Seize the Day!

Susan Sullivan Yemc
219.617.3731
susieyemc@atproperties.com

2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA

311 LAKESIDE ST, LA PORTE
4 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 3,926 SF

100’ PINE LAKE FRONTAGE

1625 LAKE SHORE DR, LONG BEACH

3 BEDS | 3 BATHS | 2,489 SF

LAKE AND CITY SKYLINE VIEWS
+ BEACH ACCESS

676 E 700 N, LA PORTE

5 BEDS | 3.1 BATHS | 4,318 SF MAIN HOUSE

20 ACRES + 3 BED
GUEST CABIN + AMISH BARN

ACTIVE UNDER CONTRACT

Embrace the vibrant energy of spring and take the first step towards the life you’ve 
always envisioned. Contact me today and let’s embark on this exciting journey together!

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:susieyemc@atproperties.com
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DINE IN • CARRY OUT

DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

The Legacy Center Gallery
The Legacy Center Gallery will host artwork by 

Julie Kasniunas as its next installation April-June 
at Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. 
Barker Ave.

Kasniunas’ work, 
according to a press 
release, explores her 
delight in the dunes, 
beaches, gardens, 
woods and coun-
tryside. She lives 
in Beverly Shores, 
where she main-
tains a studio and 
teaches art classes. 
She holds bachelor’s 
and master’s de-
grees in elementary 
education from Pur-
due University. She 
taught in Michigan 
City Area Schools 

and Duneland School Corp. for 31 years. She enjoys 
working in all media, including watercolor, acrylics, 
color pencil, pastels and oils. 

Mostly a self-taught artist, Kasniunas has stud-
ied at The Peninsula Art School in Door County, 
Wis., The Arrowmont School of Art in Gatlinburg, 
Tenn., The Boca Raton Museum of Art in Florida and 
The Aegean School for the Arts in Samos, Greece. 
She also has attended workshops in New Mexico, 
Florida, Indiana, Illinois and North Carolina. Mem-
berships include Michigan City Art League, The 
Lithuanian Women’s Art Association, Area Artists 
Association, Plein Air Artists of Chicago and Indi-
ana Plein Air Association.

Legacy Center hours are 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-
Thursday, 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fridays-Saturdays and 6 
a.m.-3 p.m. Sundays. Visitors should enter through 
the Esther Street doors. A meet-the-artist reception 
follows the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, May 5.

Email lucia@qas.org for more details.

Kasniunas

mailto:lucia@qas.org
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arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Fully Insured
Family Owned

Since 1997

Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial

(800) 228-3928 • (317) 727-2361

Free Estimates

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

Check 
Out Our 

Daily 
Specials!

LCSO Conductor Renews Contract 
LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra’s board of 

directors announced the three-year contract renew-
al for Music Director Dr. Carolyn Watson through 
the 2026-2027 season.

Watson became music director in 2021 after a 
lengthy nationwide search. She soon will complete 
her third season as music director. 

A native of Australia, she has been based in the 
United States since 
2013, and main-
tains an interna-
tional career as a 
conductor, having 
led performances 
with the Austin 
Symphony, Bar-
rier Reef Orches-
tra (Australia), 
Cape Symphony, 
Catskill Sympho-
ny, Columbus Indi-
ana Philharmonic, 
Detroit Symphony 
Civic Orchestra, 
Interlochen Phil-
harmonic, Kansas 

City Ballet, St. Joseph Symphony, South Bend Sym-
phony, Traverse Symphony Orchestra and World 
Youth Symphony Orchestra. 

In addition to LCSO, she is the principal guest 
conductor of Kansas City Chamber Orchestra and 
director of orchestras at The University of Illinois.

“I am delighted to be able to continue my associa-
tion with the LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra, 
which has been a great source of professional joy 
and inspiration to me these past three years,” she 
said in a press release.

Watson will conduct the fourth and fi nal concert 
of the 2023-2024 subscription season at 7 p.m. April 
20 at LaPorte Civic Auditorium, a pops program 
titled “Beatlemania!” 

Visit www.lcso.net for more details.

mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
http://www.lcso.net
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1 Year interest free financing!

Enjoy the ability 
to make comfortable payments for an entire year 

at 0% interest.

*Available on purchases of $1000.00 or more. See store for details

http://www.thebeacher.com
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The bell has rung for the last round of the match.
After 22 1/2 years, Kenny Larson will close his 

popular Hammer’s Restaurant on March 30. 
Growing up, Kenny, who turns 65 on April 15, 

learned about the restaurant business through 
his father, Roger Larson. As a young sailor, Roger 
owned a successful chain of chow mein restaurants 
called “Roger’s Chow Mein” in Minneapolis. Only 2 
at the time, Kenny grew up in the business, learning 
about the life of a restaurateur for the next 19 years.

When the family moved to Beverly Shores, the 
older Larson owned and operated the beachfront 
Red Lantern Inn. With Kenny fulfi lling all positions 
there, the seed was planted: the dream of one day 
owning his own restaurant. 

Kenny was on the wrestling team at Purdue Uni-
versity while earning his bachelor’s degree in hotel 
and restaurant management. But, it was boxing for 
which he earned the most recognition. 

Searching for a different sport to try, he took up 
boxing at the late-in-the-game age of 21. Despite a 
deep learning curve, within two years, he was rack-
ing up wins. He won the Indiana Golden Gloves Tour-
nament in 1981 in Indianapolis. A Lafayette Jour-
nal & Carrier sportswriter dubbed him “Lafayette 
Hammer.” The name, later shortened to “Hammer,” 

stuck. After 10 years, he stepped out of retirement 
in 1988, and at age 39 won two six-round matches. 

Returning to the area, Kenny stepped back into 
the restaurant business, operating Red Lantern 
Inn with his brother, Danny, until it closed in 1986. 
Next, Danny opened Pumps on 12 on U.S. 12 just 
outside of Michigan City. In 1995, Kenny started 
a carryout extension of it called Pumps Pasta and 
Pizza and, later, Hammer’s Pasta and Pizza. It be-
gan at Coolspring Avenue and Franklin Street in 
the Park N Shop Plaza, then moved to Lighthouse 
Place three years later. Still dreaming of his own 
full-service restaurant, he purchased the former 
Sumarita’s at U.S. 20 and Johnson Road, opening 
Hammer’s Restaurant on Sept. 11, 2001, with his 
former wife, Jamie. 

Jamie’s niece, Tia Marsh, began fi lling in as a bar-
tender, eventually becoming a server in the summer 
of 2006 at the persuasion of an aunt, Lori Hermann. 
When Lori passed away a year later, Tia stepped up 
to help Kenny with management duties, eventually 
becoming the event coordinator for The Banquet 
Room in the restaurant’s lower level. 

“Our two older sons, Nick and Spencer, both worked 
there from their early teens holding the positions of 
dishwasher, busser, host and line cook,” she said. 

It’s the End of an Era for Hammer’s Restaurant
by Kim Nowatzke

Kenny Larson is photographed by The Beacher’s Kim Nowatzke outside of Hammer’s Restaurant.
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“Both of them are still thriving in the food and bev-
erage industry today. Our younger two, Audrey and 
Liam, grew up there, spending time helping me set 
up banquets and hanging out while I did offi ce work.”

Marsh described the impact Hammer’s has had 
on her life. 

“I worked a total of 16 years for Kenny,” she said. 
“It was a great run, and the memories are endless. 
It is bittersweet to see it come to an end. It is defi -
nitely the Cheers of Michigan City, where staff and 
patrons are truly more like family.”

Charlotte Young also is a longtime employee, 
clocking in about two decades. She started as a 
busser and worked the past eight years as hostess. 

She recalls her unforgettable fi rst night. 
“I bussed a large table onto a tray and dropped it 

in the wait station,” Young said. “Another server at 
the time yelled, ‘When you get your fi rst check and it 
says china, that doesn’t mean you’re going on vaca-
tion.’ I’ll never forget the laughing tears from that.” 

She will miss her Hammer’s family. 
“I’ve learned from Kenny to adapt,” she said. “You 

just have to go with the fl ow – roll with the punches, 
if you will. Kenny has been a strong role model in 
my life! He’s always encouraged me to do big things, 
but also he’d always be there for me if I needed him. 
I’ll never forgot my 20 years at Hammers.” 

Over the years, Hammer’s has been known for 
offerings such as handmade pasta and pizza, hand-
cut steaks, lake perch, barbecue ribs and Potato-
Crusted Walleye. As stated on his menu, which is di-
vided into “Rounds,” his “Hammer’s World Famous 
Turnover – big enough for two” was a hot item with 
stuffed spinach, or in a large variety of fi llings cho-
sen by the customer. Kenny’s lasagna, made with a 
combination of ground beef and sausage, had been 
a long sought-after staple. 

“Pretzel Crusted Chicken was something that ev-
erybody wanted, but it became a challenge to fi nd 
the unsalted pretzels for it,” Kenny explained. 

Some of Kenny’s dishes were named for special 
customers. There was “Tony’s Southpaw Spaghetti,” 
named for his left-handed boxer friend, Tony Drze-
wiecki. 

“That was all he ever wanted to eat when he came 
in,” Kenny said. 

Another menu item, “Barb & Stan’s Pizza,” was 
named after Stan Holdcraft and his late wife, Barb. 
The menu describes the selection, which doesn’t 
contain pizza sauce, as “made with garlic butter, 
fontinella, grilled chicken strips, diced tomatoes, ar-
tichoke hearts, portabella mushrooms, red pepper 
strips, spinach and feta. WOW!” 

“Adolpho’s Steak Fettuccine” was named after 
Kenny’s good friend Adolpho Washington, a cruiser-
weight and light heavyweight world champion pro-
fessional boxer. The customer favorite was listed 
on the menu as “grilled shish-kabobs of marinated 
steak, red peppers, Bermuda onions and portabella 

mushrooms over spinach fettuccine, tossed in a gar-
lic butter and topped with Boursin cheese.”

Popular appetizers that came in generous portions 
included Calamari Fritti, Buffalo Wings, Spinach Ar-
tichoke Dip, Sausage and Peppers, Chicken Quesa-
dilla, Baked Meatballs and Hammer’s Potato Skins. 
Favorite desserts included Famous Bread Pudding, 
Peach Cobbler, Sherri’s Molten Chocolate Cake 
(named after Kenny’s wife) and Brownie Ala Mode. 

Kenny spoke candidly about the effect the CO-
VID-19 pandemic had on Hammer’s. 

“Since COVID, I’ve lost hundreds of thousands of 
dollars,” he said. “I can’t fi nd products, and when I 
do, they are so much more costly, and it’s harder to 

The walls at Hammer’s, as seen behind Kenny Larson, are fi lled with 
photos and images celebrating his career in boxing, and the many people 

who stopped by the restaurant. Photo by Kim Nowatzke

Continued on Page 18

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 
Bloomington, IL, State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX, State 
Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto. Bundle &
save.
Call me for a quote today

Warren Attar
Agent
106 Woodland Ct Suite 3
Michigan City, IN 46360
Bus: 219-874-4256
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
www.warrenattar.com
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fi nd good employees…it just started a domino effect. 
“You had to change your way of thinking,” he con-

tinued. “You had to reinvent yourself. It’s totally dif-
ferent.” 

His typical workday as of late included arriving 
early to clean and set up the kitchen. After a mid-
day break to fi t in exercise, he returned in the eve-
ning to help out. He and Chef Rudy Paniagua, 
well-known for decades in the Michigan 
City area, handled the cooking, with a 
few others to help. 

Kenny passed on his strong work 
ethic to his two daughters: Natalie 
Weill and Jade Larson. 

“I told them,” he said, “‘You go 
and you make it. You do your own 
thing. Don’t rely on anybody. Go, 
go, go. Get up and go. Don’t stop’.” 

Kenny looks forward to less 
stress once Hammer’s closes…
and playing more pickleball. 

“My new gig is pickleball,” he 
said. “It’s something new for ex-
ercise.” 

He’s also taken up off-road tri-
athlons — a series of swimming, 
mountain biking and trail run-
ning — completing two last year. 
About 15 years ago, Kenny began 
participating in Ironman Triath-
lons, defi ned as swimming 2.4 miles, 
biking 112 miles and running a full 
marathon of 26.22. Several posters of 
Ironman Triathlons decorate the walls 
of Hammer’s. Kenny traveled to beauti-
ful locations such as Austria, Cozumel and 
Lake Placid for competitions. 

Those aren’t the only sports memorabilia adorn-
ing the walls. Customers enjoyed photographs of the 
late Pernell Whitaker, a four-time world champion 
professional boxer from the 1980s-1990s, and An-
gel Manfreddy, another popular professional boxer 
from the late 1990s. 

There are framed prints of former Chicago Bears 
Head Coach Dave Wannstedt and former Purdue 
University Head Coach Joe Tiller, as well celebri-
ties such Larry King and Ed Orgeron, of “The Blind 
Side” fame. Kenny accompanies all of them in the 
photos.

“A lot of people have come and gone over the 
years,” Kenny said. 

These include an estimated 14 different college 
football teams playing at The University of Notre 
Dame that Kenny fed. Some, such as Boston Col-
lege, The University of Southern California and 
Duke University, left memorabilia footballs behind, 
which line one wall. 

“It’s been mayhem since we announced the clos-

ing” he admitted, adding he appreciates all the com-
munity support during the last few weeks. 

“There’s been a lot of great times,” Kenny said. 
He also mentioned past luaus: huge parties out-

side with sand, two bands and an estimated 1,000 
in attendance. 

When Sherri asked Facebook users to share 
some of their favorite memories of the restaurant 
on the “Hammer’s Food & Drink” page, there was 

a seemingly endless stream of heartfelt happy 
retirement wishes amid shared memories of 

birthdays, anniversaries and many more 
occasions. 

Sherri began the feed with her own 
love story. 

“I met Kenny on Match.com at the 
beginning of March 2009. On March 
12th, I agreed to meet him at Ham-
mer’s for our fi rst face to face meet-
ing. I brought my sister and my teen-
age daughter with me for back-up! 
On October 11, 2009, Kenny and I 
ran the Chicago Marathon and he 
proposed. We were married at the 
same table spot one year from the 
date we met, on March 12th, 2010.”

Former employee Betsy Howard 
commented on the page, “Where to 
begin…I was there to open the doors 
on 9/11/01. That day will forever be 
etched in my soul. That is the day we 
became the ‘Cheers’ of Michigan City. 

The kinship forged in that day alone is 
beyond compare. This is the day I became 

forever connected to the greatest family 
in the industry. My coworkers became my 

brothers and sisters and the patrons became 
my dearest of friends.”  
Theresa Lindsey Goeman also posted a photo 

of herself and her son celebrating her birthday at 
Hammer’s. It would be the last of its kind, as he 
passed away six months later. 

Lisa Schoch said in the Facebook feed, “I don’t 
have a picture, but made sure to be there on open-
ing day. Told my boyfriend in an announcement to 
the whole place that I loved him at Hammer’s!” 

Other comments include: “Thank you for holding 
a special place in my life,” by Trisha Foltz; “Ham-
mer’s will always be the place where my family’s 
biggest moments happened,” from Shelbey Ward; 
and “We will miss the hometown atmosphere of 
Hammer’s and the welcoming smiles by you (Sher-
ri) and Kenny to all who entered,” from Annette 
Wienke. 

Kenny admits he doesn’t have any “concrete 
plans” at this time, but shared with The Beacher, 
“I’m looking forward to a whole new life. I’m going 
to recreate myself to something else. I don’t know 
what – a way to stay out of trouble.” 

Continued from Page 17
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If you haven’t guessed by now, I am a stone cold 
movie nerd. Often lavishing more thought on fi lm 
analysis than the clothes on my back.

Streaming is like a gift from the movie gods, but 
the old school part of me champions physical media. 
That’s post-pandemic speak for blu-rays and DVDs. 
You know, those discs in plastic cases we used to 
buy before streaming became the norm? Physical 
media, to me, is fi lm preservation at its best. 

For the longest time, the movie nerd in me la-
mented, “Where the heck is ‘The Abyss’?” Why isn’t 
James Cameron’s 1989 underwater epic getting the 
restored 4K treatment? Why does it come and go 
from streaming services?

On March 12, after years of pleading from fans, 
Cameron released the long-awaited 4K blu-ray of 
his Oscar-winning fi lm. It is so gorgeously remas-
tered, it does not look like it was made nearly 35 
years ago. And seeing it today, I remain convinced 
of its triumphs and perceived failures.

When it debuted in August 1989, “The Abyss” be-

came one of my favorite movies. It tapped into my 
love of water and underwater movies. It showcased 
Cameron’s knack for killer action, ground-breaking 
effects, strong female characters and crowd-pleas-
ing heroics. And by inventing technology specifi cal-
ly for the fi lm, it was the fi rst cinematic experience 
where, yes, you did feel like the characters were 
trapped at the bottom of the ocean.

Unfortunately, the movie arrived amid a highly 
competitive summer that included Tim Burton’s 
“Batman,” Steven Spielberg’s “Indiana Jones and 
the Last Crusade,” Richard Donner’s “Lethal Weap-
on 2” and Ron Howard’s “Parenthood.” “Field of 
Dreams,” released in April, was still packing the-
aters thanks to word of mouth.

(It didn’t help that, in the months prior to its re-
lease, two underwater monster movies beat Camer-
on to the punch: “Deepstar Six,” then “Leviathan.”)

Nonetheless, Cameron, hot off his success with 
“Aliens” (1986), promised the summer’s most origi-
nal movie. The buzz was bad, though, largely due to 
a diffi cult shoot. Cameron, a stickler for authentic-

James Cameron’s “The Abyss” Finally Gets the 4K Blu-Ray Treatment

The water tentacle in “The Abyss” remains a watershed moment in computerized visuals.

pastpresent
Andrew Tallackson

It's time to lead the life you were meant to live!
219-878-0322                 www.jeanneanncannon.com
                                 jeanneanncannon@comcast.net

http://www.jeanneanncannon.com
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ity, put his cast through hell to create the ultimate 
underwater movie. Audiences, however, gave it the 
cold shoulder. Reviews were mixed, with critics 
unanimous about one thing: They hated the ending. 
Called it dumb, derivative, unsatisfying. And be-
cause reports of the fi lm’s budget ranged anywhere 
from $40-$70 million, pundits couldn’t fi gure out if 
the total domestic-global gross of nearly $90 million 
meant it was a hit or a fl op.

Cameron moved on to greater success. Today, he’s 
responsible for three of the highest grossing mov-
ies globally of all time (“Titanic,” the two “Avatar” 
movies). 

But here’s the thing. As the availability of “The 
Abyss” grew sketchy over time, absence did, indeed, 
make the heart grow fonder. A re-evaluation deemed 
it Cameron’s most underrated effort.

Watching it now at home, through the latest 4K 
restoration, it remains one of my favorites. 

The story is simple. The crew of a U.S. subma-
rine chases what it thinks is a Russian target, only 
to be blindsided by an unknown presence. The sub 
crashes into the side of a precarious drop. In one 
terrifying image, a crew member turns around as a 
wall of water mercilessly charges toward him. 

All are presumed dead on the sub, but the crew of 
an underwater civilian oil rig, because of its proxim-
ity, is recruited to check if survivors remain.

With the Marines in “Aliens,” Cameron demon-
strated an effi cient way to quickly introduce salt-of-
the-Earth characters. Afford them a likable moment 
or two. That is true of “The Abyss.” The rig’s crew 
contains working class folk, decked out in coveralls 
and grime. They work as a tight unit, no tension 
between them.

Outside the rig, Cameron achieved a level of real-
ism lacking in underwater movies. Often, you could 
tell a movie was shot in a tank, the water too bright. 
Cameron, instead, fi lmed in an abandoned nuclear 
reactor. While shooting, he covered the reactor with 
a tarp blanketed with millions of tiny black beads to 
help simulate the endless night of the ocean depths.

Scenes like a storm-damaged crane sinking to-
ward the rig, and especially what Cameron dubbed 
the “battle of the submersibles,” showcase his knack 
for tightly edited action. The director also was one 
of the fi rst to push the envelope with computer tech-
nology. Disney experimented with the process seven 
years earlier with “Tron,” followed in 1988 by im-

pressive camera trickery in Ron Howard’s “Willow,” 
but the water tentacle of “The Abyss,” which holds 
up incredibly well, was the tipping point. The “wow” 
of a precursor to the T-1000 in Cameron’s “Termina-
tor 2: Judgment Day” (1991) and Steven Spielberg’s 
lifelike dinosaurs in “Jurassic Park” (1993).

Amid the technological wonders, we appreciate 
the grit Ed Harris and Mary Elizabeth Mastran-
tonio invest into playing Ed and Lindsey Brigman, 
the fi lm’s estranged husband and wife. As actors, 
they don’t behave as if they’re slumming by appear-
ing in science-fi ction. They give everything they’ve 

Michael Biehn does some of his best work as a man slipping into
madness as a result of being so far below the surface.

Continued on Page 22
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got, especially Mastrantonio. She is a woman with 
defenses up because of rampant sexism. And the 
scene where Lindsey pleads with Bud to believe she 
saw an alien? A beautifully acted moment.

Cameron’s screenplay, however, frequently has 
characters refer to Lindsey as a “bitch,” and the mo-
ment when Bud tries to revive her after she will-
ingly agrees to drown is vehemently attacked today 
as sexist. The fi rst argument is that the scene, the 
shouting, goes on too long. The other is that Ed 
doesn’t just bring Lindsey back to life. He symboli-
cally beats her into submission, into being a more 
subservient wife.

I won’t go there on that one. It is interesting to 
note, though, that the movie’s 1993 special edition 
changes the tone somewhat of their relationship. 
The aliens are revealed to be disgusted by man’s 

The fi nale no one seems to like: Bud Brigman (Ed Harris) meets the underwater aliens on their own turf.

Continued from Page 21 ability to destroy itself. The creatures even threaten 
humanity by rolling out a mega tsunami to wipe out 
the planet. Cameron, however, cut the wave, and 
the political subtext, in a race to get the movie in 
theaters on time. By removing all that material, it 
affected that crucial scene.

Ironically, I prefer the theatrical version, especial-
ly that scene where Bud revives Lindsey because it 
contains some of Harris’ best acting. His behavior 
is that of a man willing to do whatever it takes to 
bring his wife back.

Which gets us to the aliens themselves. Seeing 
the 4K restoration, these aquatic marvels more vi-
brant than ever, I understand now why audiences 
at the time rejected them. Cameron, up until then, 
was a dark, violent fi lmmaker. A storyteller where 
monsters are villains. But with the kinder creatures 
of “The Abyss,” Cameron was stepping on Spiel-
berg’s toes. The clash of dark with light, to some I 
suppose, was awkward.

Me? I love it. I like the fragile beauty of the scenes 
when we fi rst see the aliens. The way Alan Silves-
tri’s percussive score backs off in favor of a more an-
gelic effect. And I like the idea that aliens hiding in 
the depths are so moved by a husband’s sacrifi ce for 
his wife and friends, they come to his aid by the end.

That people can still debate the merits of “The 
Abyss,” thanks to Cameron’s 4K restoration, warms 
this movie nerd’s heart. Reassures me the movie 
won’t become lost to future generations. They, too, 
can decide whether it works or not.

You know where I stand.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com
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Let’s Shamrock and Roll
The weather may have been a tad on the chilly side, but families turned out in full force 

March 16 for the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade. 
All photos by Andrew and William Tallackson
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Editor’s note — After an exceptionally limited re-
lease, the Oscar-winning “The Zone of Interest” fi nal-
ly became available to rent March 12 through View 
on Demand. Two days prior, writer-director Jona-
than Glazer came under fi re for controversial com-
ments made during the Oscar telecast. This review 
is a case of trying to separate the art from the artist.

“The Zone of Interest” is not a movie. It’s a sen-
sory experience about a mystifying indifference to 
evil. Everyday noises persist, but so does the sound 
of death, like a steady beating drum.

I wasn’t sure what to make of “The Zone of Inter-
est” at fi rst. It does not operate within the mechan-
ics of regular moviemaking. Instead, it uses sound 
as a trigger, to force our reluctant mind to fi ll in the 
gaps, paint the rest of the picture. 

Having won Oscars for Best International Film 
and, most deservedly, Best Sound, the fi lm is in-
spired by Martin Amis’ 2014 novel, itself taken from 
the life of Rudolf Höss, the long-serving Auschwitz 
commandant, and his wife Hedwig, who lived right 
next to the camp. Christian Friedel stars as Höss, 
and Sandra Hüller, the Best Actress Oscar nominee 
for “Anatomy of a Fall,” as Hedwig.

How writer-director Jonathan Glazer tells their 

story does not adhere to conventional storytelling. 
There is no discernible beginning, middle or end. 
Instead, his camera is like a silent observer to their 
daily rituals. Dressing the children, weeding in the 
garden, bathing in the nearby river, enjoying meals 
together as a family.

On the surface, you’d have no clue there is any-
thing fractured about this idyllic existence. Except 
for the background “noise.” The overlapping sounds 
from the death camp. You can see why Johnnie Burn 
and Tarn Willers won Oscars for their sound design. 
“The Zone of Interest” never once sets foot inside 
the death camp. Where we see the atrocities com-
mitted. Instead, we hear them. Sometimes, it is the 
indistinct cries of men, women and children. Other 
times, it is the trains bringing Jews to the camps. 
Often, it is random gunfi re. On top of that, the hum 
of the buildings designed to decimate countless 
lives.

Sound, for a lack of a better description, is the 

“The Zone of Interest” Finally is Available to Rent. And the Verdict?
by Andrew Tallackson

“The Zone of Interest” conveys its characters going about their daily lives as if Auschwitz isn’t next to them.

★ ★ ★
“The Zone of Interest”

Running time: 105 minutes. View on Demand. Rated PG-13 for

thematic material, some suggestive material and smoking.

1/2

OnDemand
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main character of the fi lm. And the contrast Glazer 
achieves, of one family going about its daily life as 
unthinkable horrors commence, is the point of “The 
Zone of Interest.” How can human beings behave as 
if nothing is going on next door? Are these people 
symbols of evil, do they have any shred of human-
ity, or is there something more complicated to them?

Glazer does not provide an answer. He leaves 
that to the viewer to decide. You could say what 
Höss does is just “work” to him and Helga. However, 
a scene in which Rudolph, swimming in the river 
with his boys, realizes it may be “contaminated” 
by Jewish remains, subsequently having the boys 
scrubbed raw to “cleanse” them, is rooted in anti-
Semitism. So, hate is a driving force among them.

After seeing “The Zone of Interest,” my thoughts, 
of course, drifted to “Schindler’s List,” Steven Spiel-
berg’s monumental 1993 achievement. He dared to 
depict evil on fi lm, but he also found a way out for 
audiences by giving us a complicated “hero” in Oskar 
Schindler. Amid the horrors on screen was one man 
who made a difference. We could leave “Schindler’s 
List” bruised raw, but moved by unlikely heroism.

Glazer offers some of that through a Polish girl 
who secretly aids Jews in the camp at night. But 
for the most part, his fi lm is like, well, his camera 
slipped back in time to secretly fi lm his subjects. 
The result? An undeniable technical achievement 
with a certain emotional detachment because we 

Christian Friedel stars as Rudolf Höss.

are not sure what to think. All we know is that what 
we saw disturbed us, and we’re glad it’s over, no de-
sire to experience it again.

I suppose, for Glazer, that’s mission accomplished.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com
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On April 8, many people — we Hoosiers in par-
ticular — will experience a miraculous phenomenon 
in the form of a total solar eclipse.

For millennia, humankind has been periodically 
terrifi ed, awed and inspired by this occasional spe-
cial alignment of the sun, moon and Earth. The ear-
liest known mathematical prediction of an eclipse 
may be May 28, 585 B.C., as recorded by the Greek 
historian and geographer Herodotus. 

Today, remarkably, NASA can predict solar and 
lunar eclipses up to 1,000 years into the future.

A solar eclipse can be defi ned as a particular 
alignment of the sun, moon and Earth in their or-
bits. When the moon comes between the sun and 
Earth, it casts a shadow on the Earth’s surface. This 

shadow traces a curved line across the surface as 
the planet rotates on its axis. The technical term for 
this shadow is umbra, or Path of Totality. 

Hoosiers will experience a total solar eclipse be-
ginning at 2:01 p.m. CDT Monday, April 8, in Port-
land, Ind., in Jay County. The shadow will track 
through the state until the moon’s shadow crosses 
the Illinois state line near Vincennes in Knox Coun-
ty at 2:12 p.m. CDT. 

(Visit tinyurl.com/bde9c4tv for an overview of the 
path of the moon’s shadow across the state.)

The next total eclipse that will cross Indiana is 
in August 2044, which makes April’s event special.

Indianapolis probably will have the best view of 
the eclipse, as it lies almost directly in the Path of 
Totality. The city will experience nearly 3 minutes, 
30 seconds, of umbra darkness.

Here, being well outside of the shadow path, we 
will experience the eclipse at least in part. At 2:08 
p.m. CDT, we will witness 95.3 percent of the sun 
covered by the moon. 

Great care must be taken when viewing the 
eclipse. While the sun is dimmer as the moon blocks 
its light, the solar rays are still bright enough to 
damage eyes. Eye protection should be worn at all 
times when viewing the eclipse. Visit NASA’s web-
site at tinyurl.com/yvjpce38 for more information.

Online retailers, including Amazon, have the spe-
cial eyewear available for as low as $8.99. Locally, 
options typically include optometry stores/opticians, 

What to Know About the April 8 Solar Eclipse
by William Halliar
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outdoor supply and camping stores, pharmacies and 
general stores.

Curiously, on average, 2.38 eclipses occur every 
year somewhere on the Earth’s surface. Because 
of its rotation and the orbit of the moon around it, 
there must be at least two solar eclipses every year. 
The moon’s shadow follows different paths across 
the Earth’s surface each time depending on which 
side is facing the sun at the time of the moon’s and 
sun’s alignment.

It may be observed during the eclipse that birds 
begin to roost and become silent. Crickets quit 
chirping while the atmosphere becomes cooler. Vic-
toria Freile writes in The Rochester Democrat and 
Chronicle in New York that zoologists at Seneca 
Park Zoo have observed even stranger behavior. 
Gorillas “marched all together to be let in for the 
evening, fl amingos gathered together around the pe-
rimeter and clumped around the juveniles and ba-
bies, giraffes began running around nervously and 
Galapagos tortoises began to mate.”   

Local astronomy buff-amateur astronomer Larry 
Silvestri has spent years thinking about and study-
ing the sun. He has a solar telescope designed with 
fi lters to study the sun. Several times, he has trav-
elled to far-fl ung destinations just to observe this 
phenomenon. 

A member of Michiana Astronomical Society 
based in South Bend, he describes a total eclipse as 
a physiologically profound experience, hair-raising 
and a bit scary, saying he was “not prepared for the 
emotional vertigo that accompanies totality.”

Silvestri advises anyone who wants to really ex-
perience the event to forget about capturing it with 
a camera and simply stand quietly. Then, listen for 
the birds, crickets and frogs go silent. Observe the 
half-light created by the sun’s disappearance, and 
feel the sudden coolness of the air.

Whatever you do, use the recommended safe-
ty precautions, and take a moment to soak in the 
majesty of the ancient dance and movement of the 
heavenly bodies.

Larry Silvestri, photographed by The Beacher’s Bob Wellinski in 2017.

Revisit a Previous Beacher Article
More information about Larry Silvestri, and 

the last solar eclipse of the sun on Aug. 21, 2017, 
is featured in an article by The Beacher Weekly 
Newspaper available at  tinyurl.com/bp5h73zd
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Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers will walk the woods of 
Tower Hill Camp, 12173 Tower Hill Road, Sawyer, 
Mich., and explore a nearby beach from 1-3 p.m. 
EDT Saturday, March 30.

Tower Hill Woods is a 32-acre protected area 
within Tower Hill Camp’s property, with trails that 
meander over and around ancient dunes. The trails 
are bordered by planted and native fl ora. Hike lead-
er and HCH President Pat Fisher calls the protect-
ed area “the best nature has to offer,” according to a 
press release. He will start the hike with a brief talk 
about how local fauna survives the winter and pre-
pares for spring. Hikers should dress for the weath-
er, wear a warm cap, sturdy shoes or boots, and take 
water. The 2- or 2.5-mile hike is rated moderately 
physically diffi cult.

Visit www.harborcountryhikers.com or the 
group’s Facebook page for more details.

The Harbor Country Hikers program includes a walk to this beach.

New Buffalo Township Library
Spring Break Programs, all from 3-4 p.m.:
• Paleontology Day on Monday, April 1.
• Galaxy Play-Doh Workshop on Tuesday, April 2. 

Registration is required.
• Artist Day on Wednesday, April 3.
• Potawatomi Zoo on Thursday, April 4.
Weekly programs:
• Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

while supplies last.
• Chess Club from 6-8 p.m. Thursdays.
• Lego Club from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Fridays and 9 

a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturdays.
• Yoga from 9-10 a.m. Saturdays.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Call (269) 
469-2933 for more details.

http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
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Indiana Dunes Birding Festival
Paul Labovitz, retired Indiana Dunes National 

Park superintendent, is the keynote speaker at the  
10th annual Indiana Dunes Birding Festival.

The event, held 
May 16-19, is or-
ganized by Indiana 
Audubon in collabora-
tion with IDNP, Indi-
ana Dunes State Park 
and Indiana Dunes 
Tourism.

Labovitz will deliv-
er the program “From 
City Kid to National 
Park Superinten-
dent: An Accidental 
Birder Story” on May 
18, sharing his jour-
ney through the park 
system to what some 
claim is the best na-
tional park for birding in the United States.

The festival includes nearly 180 trips, events and 
workshops. Registration is open starting at $65 for 
adults, with single-day tickets ranging from $10-
$35. Additional fees apply for fi eld trips, socials, 
workshops and the keynote dinner. For those solely 
interested in Labovitz’s presentation, a keynote-on-
ly option costs $60.

Visit www.indunesbirdingfestival.com for more 
details.

Labovitz.

Michigan City Easter Egg Hunt
The Michigan City Easter Egg Hunt is at noon 

Saturday, March 30, at Fedder’s Alley in Washing-
ton Park.

The event is a collaboration between Michigan 
City Senior Center, city police and fi re departments, 
and local groups and companies. 

Families can start arriving at Fedder’s Alley at 
11:30 a.m. The city will provide each child with a 
bag, with plastic eggs collected at the end of the 
event for recycling.

Easter Egg Hunt
Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12, 

will host a free Easter egg hunt at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, March 30.

Children through age 12 and their families can 
search for thousands of eggs hidden in the Sym-
phony Meadow. The two egg-hunting areas are: one 
for ages 0-3 and another for ages 4-12. Afterward, 
families can take pictures with the Easter Bunny.

Take baskets for the hunt, which start at 10:15 
a.m. Email info@friendshipbotanicgardens.org or 
call (219) 878-9885 for more details.

http://www.indunesbirdingfestival.com
mailto:info@friendshipbotanicgardens.org
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Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled: 
• Genealogy Help with Colleen Miltenberger 

from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, March 30. Milt-
enberger can offer tips and advice on how to re-
search a family tree or fi nd genealogical record.

• Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4 
p.m. Tuesdays in March. Harris can offer tips 
and advice on how to research a family tree or 
fi nd genealogical record

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in 
March. Membership is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from 
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays in March. Create with 
LEGO WeDo, Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozobots 
and 3-D pens. Children 12 and younger must 
have a parent or guardian attend with them.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• “Kung Fu Panda” Scavenger Hunt in March, 
then frogs in April. Find the characters hidden 
in Youth Services for a prize. Locations change 

Michigan City Public Library
each week.

• Jewish Mini Film Festival: “Love & Hum-
mus” and “Farewell, Mr. Haffmann” from 
1-5 p.m. Saturday, April 6. The program is 
sponsored by the library and Blossom and Irving 
Levin Jewish Cultural Fund of Sinai Temple.

• Weekly Crafts for Kids & Teens. Each week 
offers a different project. Take-home craft kits are 
available, or create some in the Makerspace.

• Volunteer Income Tax Assistance aid need-
ed. Volunteers help at least one day a week dur-
ing tax season. The IRS provides some training, 
and passing the VITA test through the interme-
diate level is required. Testing and training are 
online. Call (219) 873-3049 for more details.

• Learning Center volunteers needed for chil-
dren and adults. Areas include reading, math, 
high school equivalency and English as a Second 
Language. All supplies and training are provided. 
Volunteers are needed two hours a week. Contact 
Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or stop by 
the Learning Center for more details.

• The 2024 Genealogy Bus Trip to Allen Coun-
ty is Wednesday, April 17. The trip is sponsored 
by the library and LaPorte County Genealogical 
Society. The center has an extensive collection of 
North American genealogy resources. The bus 
leaves Marquette Mall at 7 a.m. in front of the 
former Marquette Theatre. The next stop is Ka-
belin Ace Hardware, 512 Andrew Ave., LaPorte, 
at 7:30 a.m. It leaves the library for the return 
back at 4 p.m. The $35 cost is due by March 25. 
Send reservation forms to LaPorte County Gene-
alogical Society, P.O. Box 365, LaPorte, IN 46352. 

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 
E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

Boating Classes
Michigan City Sail and Power Squadron will host 

its Basic Boating Course from 6:30-8:40 p.m. Tues-
days, April 9-May 14.

Registration is at 6 p.m. the fi rst night at B&E 
Marine, 31 Lake Shore Drive. The cost for the text 
and materials is $40. Families are welcome, and the 
program meets state-specifi c and National Associa-
tion of State Boating Law Administrators require-
ments for certifi cation.

Also planned is the Electronic Navigation Course 
from 6:30-8:40 p.m. Wednesdays, April 10-May 15. 
Registration is at 6 p.m. the fi rst night at B&E Ma-
rine. The cost for the text and materials is $50.

Course descriptions and more details are avail-
able on the Michigan City Power Squadron Face-
book page, or email Larry Fleck at ecklj@gmail.com

http://www.mclib.org
mailto:ecklj@gmail.com
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In celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, the Ancient Order of Hibernians-
McGinnis by the Lake Chapter, in partnership with Ritz Klub, 

presented an $800 check to the Sacred Heart Food Pantry at St. 
Mary’s. Pictured are (from left) Dave Nelson, Sacred Heart Food 

Pantry director, and Jack Lydon, Ancient Order of Hibernians presi-
dent. The AOH also presented a $700 check to Friendship Botani-

cal Gardens raised at its Irish garden fundraiser at Farina Cafe.

Making a Difference

Reins of Life Training
Reins of Life Inc. will hold therapeutic carriage 

driving training, its fastest growing program, from 
5:15-7:15 p.m. Thursday, April 4, at the Michigan 
City facility, 9375 W. County Road 300 North.

New volunteer training is a prerequisite. Regis-
ter by calling (219) 874-7519. Visit www.reinsofl ife.
org for more details.

Also needed are feeding team volunteers. Indi-
viduals commit to one shift per week at either 7 
a.m. or 3:30 p.m. Training is on an individual basis, 
and no horse experience is necessary. Each feeding 
crew consists of 3-4 volunteers who clean stalls, fi ll 
water buckets and troughs, tie horses to feed them 
grain, put proper amounts of hay in each paddock 
and sweep barn aisles.

Feeders must be at least 16 and wear closed-toe 
shoes. Each shift takes 1 1/2 to 2 hours to feed the 
herd of 11 horses, three ponies, one miniature don-
key, a barn cat and two ducks.

Call (219) 874-7519 if interested.

Native Plant Presentation
 Berrien County Conservation District will host a 

free native plant presentation at 1 p.m. EDT Thurs-
day, April 4, at Love Creek Nature Center, 9292 
Huckleberry Road, Berrien Center, Mich.

Vern Stephens from Designs by Nature Nursery 
will discuss topics such as native plant characteris-
tics and care, and picking the right plant. Questions 
are welcome.

Park fees are waived. Seating is limited, and reg-
istration is required by calling (269) 471-9111, Ext.  
3, or email nancy.carpenter@macd.org by April 2.

START THE NEW YEAR OUT
RIGHTWITH NEW FLOORING!

CARPET AND LVT FLOORING ON SALE
FROM SELECT VENDORS

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS SALEWHILE IT
LASTS!!

Duneland Home and Pro Hardware
1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, IN 46360

219-878-1720
Closed on Sundays

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.reinsofl
mailto:nancy.carpenter@macd.org
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Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 

LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Easter Egg Hunt For Dogs
The program is from 9 a.m.-noon Friday, March 

29, at Creek Ridge County Park, 7943 W. County 
Road 400 North.

Take dogs into the dog run to fi nd Easter eggs 
fi lled with dog treats.

Eclipse Series
The series continues from 11 a.m.-noon Tuesday, 

April 2, at Creek Ridge County Park.
The program, held in conjunction with LaPorte 

County Public Library, involves a STEM lesson.

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy music, 
dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.

The free program is from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 3, at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. 
County Road 150 West, LaPorte.

Field Trips
Educators, Scout leaders and groups can sched-

ule a free organized program for students or group 
at any county park. 

The programs on various topics meet state stan-
dards and patch requirements. 

❑

Call (219) 324-5855, visit www.laportecountyparks.
org or email natureniki@csinet.net for additional 
details.

Indiana Dunes National Park
• Sneaky Snakesssss Show from 1:30-2:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 28, at Paul H. Douglas 
Center for Environmental Education. Learn 
about snakes that call the Indiana Dunes home, 
and meet reptiles that live in the Critter Room.

• Paul H. Douglas Center Open House and 
Nature Play Date from 1-3 p.m. Saturday, 
March 30, at the center. Participate in a na-
ture-themed craft, visit the live animal room or 
build a fort in the Nature Play Zone. The program 
is sponsored by Friends of Indiana Dunes.

• Chellberg Farm Open House from 1-3 p.m. 
Saturdays-Sundays in March. Rangers and 
volunteers share the area’s history as visitors 
tour the farmhouse/garden and visit the animals. 
Passes are required. The parking lot is off Mineral 
Springs Road between U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter.

• Miller Woods Hike from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Sun-
day, March 31, at Paul H. Douglas Center 
for Environmental Education. The ranger-led 
stroll explores a rare black oak savanna, and of-
fers views of Lake Michigan and Chicago.

• Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trek-
kers) from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trekkers is a no-
hassle volunteer option that helps keep trails and 
beaches clean. Temporary passes are available. 
Visit tinyurl.com/2p83798v for more details.
The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-

ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Indiana’s Solar Eclipse 101 at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, March 30. With the pending solar eclipse 
April 8, learn about what an eclipse is, safe view-
ing and what to expect.

• Turtle Shell-abration at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
March 30. Stop by the Nature Center to meet 
native turtles and learn about their adaptations.

• Feed the Birds B-I-N-G-O at 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day, March 31. Join a naturalist at the Nature 
Center to help fi ll bird feeders and play the game.

• The Sun Did It! from 1-3 p.m. Sunday, March 
31. Meet at the Nature Center to learn about so-
lar energy.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

Like us on Facebook at 
The Beacher Weekly Newspaper

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyparks
mailto:natureniki@csinet.net
http://www.nps.gov/indu
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JROTC Supports School, Area
Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Junior 

Reserve Offi cer Training Corps, in what’s turned out 
to be a busy month, 
worked the Indiana 
High School Athletic 
Association boys bas-
ketball regional and 
semi-state champion-
ship tournaments.

They also provided 
Color Guards for the 
Lions Convention 
and Michigan City St. 
Patrick’s Day parade, 
and supported the 
Lake Hills Elementa-
ry School Career Day, 
Barker Middle School 
Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and 
Mathematics Forum 
and LaPorte County 
Spring Garden Show.

The cadets look to 
strongly fi nish the school year.  Among the activities 
are boys and girls track meets, events at Friendship 
Botanic Gardens and the MCHS graduation. They 
also will prepare for a busy summer of Raider and 
Drill team conditioning, as well as marching in the 
Michigan City Kiddie and Patriotic parades. 

MCHS plans to send cadets to national drill and 
leadership camps. Like all MCJROTC activities, 
they are funded by the Marine Corps.

The Color Guard prepares to lead the 
city’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup 

at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.

While parked, call the library phone number 
posted on the numbered space sign, tell staff your 
library card number and he/she will check out the 
items and take them to a table at the parking space 
and walk away. Patrons then can step out of their 
vehicle to retrieve them. Curbside hours are Mon-
day-Friday (1 to 6 p.m. at Thomas and Hageman) 
and Saturday (11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Thomas 
and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Hageman).

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 
100 Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-
7696) is located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. 
Westchester Township History Museum (219-983-
9715) is located at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton. 
The Baugher Center is located at 100 W. Indiana 
Ave., Chesterton.

FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 7pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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Senior Discount 
7 Days a Week 7am – 10am
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the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

the Beacher Business Printers
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911 Franklin Street • Michigan City

(219) 879 0088
email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

Curtis Flooring
(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile

Washington Park Zoo
Washington Park Zoo will open daily for the 2024 

season April 1, with a “Wild Spring Preview” from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, March 30-31.

Regular admission is $10 for adults, $8 for youth 
ages 2-11, $9 for seniors 62 and older and free for 
children 2 and younger. Members are free on regu-
lar admission dates.

Visit www.washingtonparkzoo.com or the zoo’s 
Facebook page for more details.

NB Library Community Forum
The New Buffalo Library Community Forum con-

tinues with a program on Elvis Presley’s rise and 
fall at 6 p.m. EDT Tuesday, April 2, at the library, 
33 N. Thompson St.

Tim Moore, a Lake Michigan College history 
teacher and frequent forum speaker, leads the free 
presentation. The series is sponsored by the Friends 
of the New Buffalo Library.

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
http://www.washingtonparkzoo.com
http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Northwest Health Heart and Vascular Building, 

901 Lincolnway, LaPorte, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
March 30.

• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 
Road, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, April 2.

• Sacred Heart Church, 201 Bach St., LaPorte, 
noon-5 p.m. Wednesday, April 3.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

March 19, 2024
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Gutter Busters    25   7
2. Pin Pals      24   8
3. Gutter Gals     20   12
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Mary Lou McFadden   177
2. Tammy Vouri  161
3. Nancy Kubath   160
4. Deb Konicek   157
5. Diana Holt     152
6. Shelly Dunleavy    150
7. Deb Frederick (series)   418
THREE STRIKES IN A ROW
Diana Holt, Mary Lou McFadden

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

Good Friday Cantata
First United Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh 

St., will present the Good Friday cantata “It Was On 
The Week” at 7 p.m. Friday, March 29.

The cantata uses a variety of musical styles. A 
free-will offering benefi ts the church’s outreach 
ministries.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

Tuscan Valley Landscaping
Design & Planting Installation

Landscape Lighting Installations/Repairs

Irrigation Services Installations/Repairs

Backflow Device Testing & Repair

Fertilization Programs

Ornamental Treatments

Flower Pot & Seasonal Color Change

Landscape Maintenance Programs

_____________

_____________

(219) 861-3459

tuscanvalleylandscaping@gmail.com

www.tuscanvalleylandscaping.com

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL  
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
mailto:tuscanvalleylandscaping@gmail.com
http://www.tuscanvalleylandscaping.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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In the Area
March 29 — GOOD FRIDAY.
March 29 — Easter Egg Hunt For Dogs, 9 a.m.-

noon, Creek Ridge County Park, 7943 W. County 
Road 400 North. Info: www.laportecountyparks.org, 
(219) 325-8315.

March 30 — Genealogy Help with Colleen Milt-
enberger, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Michigan City Public Li-
brary, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

March 30 — Easter egg hunt, 10 a.m., Friend-
ship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12. Info: info@
friendshipbotanicgardens.org, (219) 878-9885.

March 30 — Michigan City Easter Egg Hunt, 
noon, Fedder’s Alley, Washington Park.

March 30-31 — “Wild Spring Preview,” 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., Washington Park Zoo. Offi cial season opening: 
April 1. Info: www.washingtonparkzoo.com, zoo’s 
Facebook page.

March 31 — EASTER. 
April 2 — Eclipse Series, 11 a.m.-noon, Creek 

Ridge County Park, 7943 W. County Road 400 
North. Info: www.laportecountyparks.org, (219) 
325-8315.

April 2 — Virtual Author Talk with Smithson-
ian Curator Paula J. Johnson, 1-2 p.m., through 
LaPorte County Public Library. Registration: www.
laportelibrary.org

April 3 — Nature’s Tiny Tots, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 
West, LaPorte. Info: www.laportecountyparks.org, 
(219) 325-8315.

April 3 — Creative Kids: National Library Week, 
4-5 p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indi-
ana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Through March 30 — Women’s History Month 
& Kingsford Heights exhibits, LaPorte County His-
torical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave. Info: 
(219) 324-6767.

Through March 31 — Work by Cheryl Kaper, 
The Legacy Center Gallery at Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Legacy Cen-
ter hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Also: work by Julie 
Kasniunas, April-June. Reception: after 10:30 a.m. 
Mass on May 5. Info: lucia@qas.org

Through April 2 — Indiana Historical Society 
traveling exhibit, “Endangered Heritage,” LaPorte 

County Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana 
Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance 
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 W. 
McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 p.m. 
Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 109 Ann St. Doors open: 3:30 p.m. 
Bingo: 6 p.m. $45 entrance fee (includes all cards). 
Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays in March — Genealogy Help with Pat 
Harris, 1-4 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays in March — Creative Tech Activities 
(ages 6-17), 3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Li-
brary, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Thursdays in March — Needle Arts Club to 
Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 a.m. 
Info: Jan at (219) 241-8757, Paula at (219) 588-
3127, www.oa.org  

Saturdays in LaPorte — Guided tours, 2-3 
p.m., LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 
2405 Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

Second Tuesday of the Month — Stroke Sup-
port Group for Survivors and Caregivers, 2 p.m., 
Mother Maria Theresia Room, Franciscan Health 
Michigan City, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: Kelly 
Wise at Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org

In the Region
March 28 — Sneaky Snakesssss Show, 1:30-2:30 

p.m., Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental 
Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach 
neighborhood. Info: www.nps.gov/, (219) 395-1882.

March 29 — Frontier Ruckus, 8 p.m. EDT, The 
Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. 
Tickets: $30 + $5 convenience fee, $55 + $5 conve-
nience fee (reserved). Reservations: www.acornlive.
org

March 30 — Indiana’s Solar Eclipse 101, 10 a.m., 
Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

March 30 — Harbor Country Hikers, 1-3 p.m. 
EDT, Tower Hill Camp, 12173 Tower Hill Road, 
Sawyer, Mich. Info: www.harborcountryhikers.com

March 30 — Paul H. Douglas Center Open House 
and Nature Play Date, 1-3 p.m., Paul H. Douglas 
Center for Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake 
St., Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: www.
nps.gov/, (219) 395-1882.

http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.washingtonparkzoo.com
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:lucia@qas.org
http://www.oa.org
mailto:Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.acornlive
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/
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March 30 — Turtle Shell-abration, 2 p.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

March 30 — Louisiana Calling with The Sonny 
Landreth Band and The Iguanas, 8 p.m. EDT, The 
Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. 
Tickets: $60 + $8 convenience fee, $85 + $8 conve-
nience fee (reserved). Reservations: www.acornlive.
org

March 31 — Feed the Birds B-I-N-G-O, 9:30 
a.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

March 31 – The Sun Did It!, 1-3 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

March 31 — Miller Woods Hike, 1:30-3:30 p.m., 
Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Educa-
tion, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach neighbor-
hood. Info: www.nps.gov/, (219) 395-1882.

April 1 — Spring Break Program, Paleontology 
Day, 3-4 p.m. EDT, New Buffalo Township Library, 
33 N. Thompson St. Info: (269) 469-2933.

April 2 — Spring Break Program, Galaxy Play-
Doh Workshop, 3-4 p.m. EDT, New Buffalo Town-
ship Library, 33 N. Thompson St. Registration: 
(269) 469-2933.

April 2 — New Buffalo Library Community Fo-
rum (Elvis Presley program), 6 p.m. EDT, library, 
33 N. Thompson St.

April 3 — Insights in History, 1:30 p.m. EDT, 
The History Museum, 808 W. Washington St., 
South Bend. Admission: $3, $1/members. Reserva-
tions by April 1: www.historymuseumSB.org, (574) 
235-9664.

April 3 — Spring Break Program, Artist Day, 
3-4 p.m. EDT, New Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. 
Thompson St. Info: (269) 469-2933.

Through March 31 —  “Being There” (oils by 
Julie Christian Bender), Episcopal Church of the 
Mediator, 14280 Red Arrow Highway, Harbert, 
Mich. Hours: 9 a.m.-noon EDT weekdays. Info: 
www.mediatorharbert.com

Through April 28 — Kevin Firme, “Sculpture 
and Drawings,” Midwest Museum of Art, 429 S. 
Main St., Elkhart. 

Through May 2 — Peter Wise exhibit (oil paint-
ings/mixed media/montages), Pines Village Retire-
ment Communities, 3303 Pines Village Circle, Val-
paraiso.

Through May 5 — Community Student Art Ex-
hibition, The Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad 
St., St. Joseph, Mich. Hours: noon-4 p.m. EDT 
Thur.-Sun. Info: https://boxfactoryforthearts.org

Through May 5 — “Radiator Mascots: Art, Style 
& Story,” The Studebaker National Museum, 201 
Chapin St. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission:  $11/adults, $9.50/
seniors 60+, $7/youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-
9714, (888) 391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org

Through May 12 — “Indiana Lore,” South Bend’s 
The History Museum, 808 W. Washington St. Hours 
(Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/seniors, $7/youth 
6-17, free/members. Info: www.historymuseumSB.
org, (574) 235-9664. 

Through May 12 — Photo exhibit of 1926 
Valparaiso fi re, Porter County Museum (PoCo Muse), 
20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso. Free admission. Hours: 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Sun. Info: www.pocomuse.org, 
@pocomuse on social media.

Through May 12 — “Facing the Giant: 3 De-
cades of Dissent,” Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., 
St. Joseph, Mich. Also on display: Aaron Martin’s 
“Nébwakat Mshiké: Wise Turtle,” through 2024. 
Info: www.krasl.org, (269) 983-0271.

Through May 31 — “Birds, Butterfl ies & the 
Beauty That Surrounds Them” (Pamela Kirkham’s 
original acrylic paintings), Fernwood Botanical Gar-
den Clark Gallery, 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, 
Mich. Info: www.pamkirkham.com

Through July 28 — “Family Haulers: The 
American Station Wagon,” The Studebaker Na-
tional Museum, 201 Chapin St. Hours (Eastern): 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission:  
$11/adults, $9.50/seniors 60+, $7/youth ages 6-18. 
Info: (574) 235-9714, (888) 391-5600, www.stude-
bakermuseum.org

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Saturdays-Sundays in March. — Chellberg 
Farm Open House, 1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12 and 20, Porter. Info: (219) 395-
1882, www.nps.gov/

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Top Gun” 
(1954). Rated PG. Time: 7 p.m. March 28. Also: 
“Ghostbusters: Frozen Empire.” Rated PG-13. 
Times: 3 p.m. March 29, 4 & 7 p.m. March 30. Also:
“I’m Your Huckleberry...Fin.” Time: 8 p.m. March 
29. All times Eastern. Theater address: 6 N. Elm 
St., Three Oaks, Mich. Info:  www.vickerstheatre.
com, (269) 756-3522.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.acornlive
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.mediatorharbert.com
https://boxfactoryforthearts.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.historymuseumSB
http://www.pocomuse.org
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.pamkirkham.com
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
mailto:friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.vickerstheatre
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Authorized IRS e-file provider: Single-Married/No Dependents, (1) state 
included: IN, IL or MI, $100. Single-Married/with Dependents, $125. If (2) 
states are needed (add $35). Capital Gains (add $100). Rental properties 

up to 3 (add $150). Business no employees (add $150). Business with 
employees (add $250). Corp K-1 (add $100).

Howard Feder: (219) 814-4266, federaltaxsvc@sbcglobal.net
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 •  www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Experienced, licensed esthetician offering personalized skincare 
services

Full-spectrum corrective skincare treatments targeting anti-aging, acne, 
body exfoliation, chemical peels & more!

Book at www.stainedglassskin.glossgenius.com • Text (219) 400-0266
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

28 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 

references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning and vinyl porch 
panel and screen cleaning experts! Check out my 5-star ratings online or 

ask your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

AOP Cleaning & Maintenance LLC
Still growing and happy to take new customers to assist with serving your 
needs. Cleaning, laundry, organization, maintenance, move-outs & more. 

Ask what we offer! We are striving to build a company that is servicing 
our community, with local businesses and residential homes! We currently 

operate in Long Beach, Beverly Shores, LaPorte, New Carlisle, New 
Buffalo and Michigan City!

(219) 617-8937 • aopenterprises1@gmail.com • 
#SupportYourLocalBusinesses

Beachside Cleaners: residential-commercial cleaning and yard care. 
Insured. Call (219) 285-1828

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
ANGIE’S CLEANING SERVICES

Residential, condos, apartments, rentals, arbnb. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasional. Free estimates. Call (219) 814-3499.
PK PRECISE CLEANING LLC: Your Space, My Masterpiece

Residential, offices, airbnb, construction cleans, deep cleans. 
References upon request. Call Pamela @ (219) 393-0959.

Responsible, retired person seeks cleaning jobs to keep me busy 2-3 
days a week. 30-years experience, prefer daytime work. Available now. 

Call (219) 380-1174.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Spring Cleanup • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • 
Gutter Cleaning • Painting: Interior/exterior • And Much More • Free esti-
mates. 20+ years exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the 

best ones… Recommendations available. Insured.
Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (574) 855-0666.

BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599
Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 27-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840
Top Notch handymen at your service. 25+ years of experience puts 
your home in good hands and perfect working order. Inside-outside 

jobs. Painting, tiling, all home maintenance and repairs. Free estimates. 
References available.  Insured. Contact Ed at (269) 635-9760 or opera-

tions@handytopnotch.com.
Mike Heyden Handyman Service

Over 40 years experience: carpentry, roof repairs, power washing, paint-
ing floors. No bull: Just honest work. Call Mike at (219) 916-0270.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. 30+ years experience. Fully insured. Interior/exte-
rior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding and more. 

Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering & 
Stone • Eifs • Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/

bonded. Call (219) 229-2352. 
Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Professional Interior Painting of any kind

Call Steven Sacks for a Free Estimate @ (219) 809-1365 or
email alphapainting223@gmail.com

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Experienced in other facets of construction. If you have a house issue, 

don’t hesitate to ask me. We do it all from A-Z. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reason-
able. Experience with cracked-damaged drywall/plaster. Thank you for 

any job opportunities. (). Call me at (219) 393-0529.
TIM AND JEFF’S PAINTING

Painting, pressure washing, interior/exterior. Free estimates. (219) 814-3885.

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
mailto:federaltaxsvc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.stainedglassskin.glossgenius.com
http://www.reprographicarts.com
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mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
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 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Snow plowing. Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 

210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow removal. Spring cleanup. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weed-
ing. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power wash-

ing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Snow removal, mowing, planting, mulch, 
weeding, tree trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/

spring cleanup. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
JUST LEAVES AND MORE

Yard cleanup, trimming, mowing, winterizing, mulching. Free estimates. 
Call (219) 814-3885.

Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.
Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.

LLOYD’S TREE SERVICES
Tree removal  • Brush removal. Guaranteed work. 30+ years 
experience. Locally owned. Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387

SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Mowing service, cleanups, trimming, mulch, weeding, snow plowing &

power washing. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Jose: (219) 369-7522
GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.

Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • Snow Removal
Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 

(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com
S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622, (219) 878-1985

MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
Call Kevin for your spring lawnmower-equipment repairs and tune-

ups. Scheduling now for after April 1. Call (219) 898-0490.
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Summer Camp Counselor
Michiana Day Camp, Michiana, MI

Location: 4000 Cherokee Drive, Michiana, MI, 49117

Under guidance of the camp director, the counselor oversees an assigned 
group of campers. Responsible for knowledge of the whereabouts of all 

assigned campers, ensuring safety standards, instructing campers of camp 
rules and regulations, maintaining discipline and guiding campers throughout 
all daily activities. Must be energetic, creative, positive and have the ability to 
work well with staff and campers alike. Reports to the camp director and/or 
art director or assistant camp director. Be available to work June 14, 2024– 
Aug. 9, 2024. Counselors work days, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

CST. Occasional nights 7-9 p.m.
Duties Responsibilities & Qualifications

Must be 16 years of age 
Must have USA ID 

Will get Michigan child care fingerprint/background check. Must have current 
Ability to lead and oversee an assigned group of campers.

Ability to work with children of all ages, understand their interests, 
and apply that to how you relate to each camper

Maintains camp discipline. Refers incidents of misbehavior, as necessary, to 

the camp director.
Assists with camp activities and events as assigned by the On-Site Program 

Director.
Promotes high camper morale.

Ensures camper safety
Compassion, good judgment, sense of responsibility, patience, fairness, 

humor, charisma, spontaneity and a positive outlook. Will supervise 
Counselors-in-Training assigned to the same group.

If interested fill out application below
https://forms.gle/JAjSTGtsRQHoBc7S7

or email anneblasko@gmail.com for application link

FOR SALE
Swan Lake indoor chapel double crypt: $8,100.

Heywood Wakefield kneehole desk with dogbone chair: $2,000.
Heywood Wakefield bar cart: $850.

 5anxiousal@gmail.com 

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: half-size cello for a 10-year-old.

Call (219) 873-9140.

HOME WATCH
Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More

Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL 

2 second-level office spaces available for rent at Lubeznik Center for 
the Arts! 1-year lease, $425/mo., south-facing window (10x13 ft). Email 

Janet Bloch at jbloch@LubeznikCenter.org or call (219) 874-4900

RENTALS INDIANA
Beach house just steps from the sand located in Long Beach: 

Monthly! Fully furnished, 4BR/2BA, fully equipped large stainless steel 
kitchen with 2 refrigerators, outdoor deck, BBQ, patio furniture, large fam-
ily room with 65” big screen TV. Fully fenced backyard with lots of games 
and beach toys, horseshoes, croquet, inner tubes and life vests for the 
beach. Call for details. Pets OK with vet docs & approval. 30-day mini-

mum at $239 a night. Annual lease @ $3,500/mo. (219) 777-6722
LONG BEACH STUDIO APARTMENT FOR RENT

New throughout, 1-year lease. 1 block to the beach, assigned parking.
Call (219) 861-6012 to preview.

BUY
SELL

TRADE

BUY
SELL

TRADE

Best Prices in Area
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Three-Inch Teeth by C.J. Box (hardcover $30 
retail in bookstores and online; also available as an 
eBook and an audiobook. 369 pages.) 

C.J. Box is another one of my favorite authors 
because he brings so much to the table: action, 
suspense, falcons and the beauty of the Wyoming 
landscape. His books feature state game warden 
Joe Pickett, his wife, Marybeth, and three grown 
daughters. His best friend is Nate Romanowski, a 
master falconer who has a wife, Liv, and 2-year-old 
daughter, Kestrel.

This is book 24 in the series, and the skillfully 
written storylines never stop, never get stale. 

The title tells the subject of 
this book: a giant predator with 
very large teeth. He’s more than 
6 feet tall, furry, can run 30 miles 
an hour and has a nasty attitude. 
A grizzly bear, of course. But 
there’s a twist to Box’s thinking. 
Yes, the grizzly is the apex pred-
ator in the wild, but what about 
man? Who comes out the winner 
in a game of hide and seek be-
tween man and beast? You might 
be surprised.

The story begins quietly with 
Clay Hutmacher Jr., 25, fl y fi sh-
ing in the river when a mule deer 
crashes out of the forest, into the 
river, almost running over Clay 
Jr. Following the deer is a large 
grizzly bear, obviously intent on 
supper. The grizzly, still in the 
river, and right in sight of Clay 
Jr., set his sights on the human 
at hand and attacks…

Finding your son mauled and 
torn limb from limb is a horror 
show in itself without two crazy women, part of an 
animal rights group, hounding the father and Pick-
ett for hunting down the bear to kill it. They don’t 
seem to realize when a grizzly tastes human meat, 
there’s no other option than to destroy it.

For those with sensitive stomachs, you might 
have trouble reading about the attack and the af-
termath of the body. Just a warning.

The story, though, has a lot more to offer. A state 
team heads out to fi nd and destroy the grizzly when 
one of its members is attacked and killed by the 
bear. Now, the two women who don’t want the bear 
killed are doing all they can to impede the inves-
tigation. Pickett fi nally has enough, taking sterner 
measures to get them out of the way.

In the meantime, Pickett’s oldest daughter, Sheri-
dan, works for Romanowski and his bird-abatement 
business. A master falconer, she is sent to Colorado 
on a possible job. People fi gured Clay Jr. was her 

fi ancé, something she didn’t want, although she is 
devastated by his death. But this job is a chance 
to get away from all the condolences she feels she 
doesn’t deserve. 

Sheridan’s job takes an interesting turn as the 
story shows how a group of starlings takes over a 
barn, but Sheridan’s raptors soon send them looking 
for new digs. The old woman at the house somehow 

looks familiar to Sheridan, who 
can’t get information out of her: the 
older woman behaves angrily and 
suspiciously toward her. This pro-
vides an interesting twist later…

Meanwhile, Pickett gets word 
that Dallas Cates, a nasty killer 
and super-psychopath he helped 
put away in prison, has been re-
leased. He has vowed revenge 
on those responsible for putting 
him in jail, and his family in the 
ground. Cates avoids detection and 
joins Axel Soledad, another psycho, 
for some special torture-killing…
but fi rst there’s a little preparation 
that requires a workshop…

Soon, Pickett receives word 
from around the state of more 
grizzly killings. Is it the same bear 
that killed Clay Jr.? He feels he is 
chasing his tail when none of this 
makes sense…except that the next 
killings include people who put 
Cates in prison.

This is storytelling at its fi nest. 
Characters are so well-defi ned, the action is non-
stop, twists and turns abound, keeping you read-
ing just one more chapter. This is a series that has 
evolved over the years into something solid and 
lasting. Box shows us how nature can work for us 
and challenge us. The essence of the story sounds 
ripe for a lot of swearing, but that is minimal here. 

The fi nal word: I didn’t see the ending coming — 
a climax with more than one surprise as only Box 
can orchestrate — and was shocked, but they also 
leave a wide-open door for the next book…and I 
can’t wait to read it.

Box has won numerous awards for his Joe Pick-
ett novels. He also is an enthusiastic outdoorsman 
— fi shing, hunting, hiking, skiing — to name a few 
activities. That, and his love for his state of Wyo-
ming, is evident in all his books. Two enthusiastic 
thumbs up.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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David Albers ................219.728.7295 
Kylee Caudle ................219.221.0678
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952
Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902

Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494
Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324
Susie Yemc....................219.617.3731MICKY GALLAS
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219.861.6012

egg-citing times ahead

HAPPY EASTER

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Julie is a mother of four grown children raised in 
LaPorte. With many years of experience as a ealtor, 

he takes joy in assisting people in finding their 
perfect homes. She caters to LaPorte, St Joe, and 

Porter County and actively participates in the LaPorte 
County Association of Realtors. 

Jenna is a full-time residential and commercial
real estate broker. She has the knowledge and

experience to guide you through the buying/selling
process and will do so with responsive, detailed, and

transparent service. Her goal is to help her clients find
their dream home while providing a stress-free

experience from start to finish.

Carie grew up in Glenview, Illinois moving to the area to 
attend Valparaiso University on a basketball scholarship. 
While there she met her husband, Owen, and moved to 

LaPorte, falling in love with the community.
Her favorite part about being a Realtor is building 
relationships with her clients and assisting them in 

achieving their dreams! Past clients describe Carie as 
intelligent, hardworking, and dedicated to making them 

feel comfortable every step of the way. 




