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The “Hallmark”
of a Writer

by William Halliar

Jack Olesker is photographed in his Long Beach Home by The Beacher’s Andrew Tallackson. Note the holiday decorations nearby.

Jack Olesker’s writing space features a 
rather imposing, highly polished mahog-
any desk. Atop it are stacked, in orderly 
profusion, reminders of many successes, 

from books and videotapes to memorabilia of his 
trade.

His latest inspiration, though, offers a stark con-
trast to the seasonal humidity outside, where tem-
peratures hover around 84 degrees, clouds only par-
tially obscure the sun and Memorial Day weekend 
is but days away.

You see, for Olesker, it’s Christmas. Everywhere 
around him, it’s Christmas.

The festive tree in the nearby corner adorned 
with tinsel and ornaments.

The widescreen TV mounted above the fi replace 
that streams a roaring fi re.

Poinsettias, wreaths and decorations scattered 
about the room in his Long Beach home.

Christmas music playing, eggnog for the sipping.
For Olesker, all this transports him into the prop-

Continued on Page 2
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er headspace. Indeed, his past accomplishments are 
many, including work developing “Mighty Morphin 
Power Rangers” and “The Care Bears.” But now, 
he’s zeroing in on another fan favorite: the Hall-
mark Christmas movie.

Since Thanksgiving, he’s written three scripts:  
“Christmas With a Broken Wing,” “Mistletoe: A 
Christmas Fable” and “Let Christmas Eagles Soar.” 

Waiting to hear back from the network, he ad-
mits, is agonizing.

“At present, Hallmark Channel has ‘Mistletoe: 
A Christmas Fable’ under consideration,” he said.  
“Hallmark Channel’s Christmas movies team only 
considers one script at a time from writers, and as 
Hallmark Channel is the gold standard in Christ-
mas movies, I’m making exclusive submissions to 
them.”

Olesker’s approach with 
these Hallmark fi lms refl ects a 
level of courage. Of persever-
ance, toughness and passion.

“You have to be a little off,” 
he says while chatting with The 
Beacher on the life journey he 
successfully carved out for him-
self.

Jack is a writer. He began as 
a child writing scenes and mak-
ing up stories, with friends who 
were artists and illustrated his 
work.

“I began to appreciate books 
at Harvard School for Boys, in 
Chicago, where I learned both 
the freedom and the discipline 
of the English language,” he 
said. 

Over the years, Olesker 
turned his creativity and pas-
sion into a fulfi lling carrier. The 
road has defi nitely not been 
easy, but he is a tireless worker 
and self-promoter. He is not eas-
ily discouraged. The rewards of 

The “Hallmark”
of a Writer Continued from Page 1

following his creative dreams have led him to great 
fulfi llment; thus, he sits today happily behind his 
great wooden desk, typing away relentlessly on his 
next big project.

For more than 45 years, Olesker forged a success-
ful career as a writer, producer and director of many 
well-known TV series. He has published seven nov-
els, written, produced and directed more than 1,200 
TV shows and created TV shows for Fox, Disney 
and Warner Brothers. Of his proudest accomplish-
ments, he sites his work in developing “Mighty Mor-
phin Power Rangers” for American TV and “The 
Care Bears.”

Asked why he writes, and Olesker recalls one in-
cident a few years ago when he was approached by 
a young lady who, after discovering his involvement 
with “Care Bears,” exclaimed, “Thank you for sav-
ing my childhood! Do you mind if I hug you?”

He admits that “when you have such an opportu-
nity, an opportunity to touch young minds, that is a 
huge responsibility.

One of the three scripts by Jack Olesker. 
Photo by Andrew Tallackson
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“The need to please my fans drives me to be the 
best that I can be,” he continues, adding he is in-
spired to “bring the gift that I know that I have.”

Olesker enjoys a life fi lled with exciting projects 
and much success. You could not guess his age be-
cause his passion and joy for life make him appear 
forever young. For the curious, though, he’s in his 
70s.

He is willing and open to share his thoughts on 
the creative journey, and he feels a need to inspire 
others who wish to begin their own personal jour-
ney into creativity.

Before any journey can begin, a person must set 
priorities. Olesker, with all of his successes, stresses 
that his “children and wife come fi rst. If you are go-
ing to be a writer, you can’t do it alone. You need 
mentors and family to encourage you.”

Jack Olesker makes revisions to one of his Christmas scripts while 
seated next to one of his creative inspirations: a festive Christmas tree. 

Photo by Andrew Tallackson.

With a wistful sigh, he says, “My wife, Kim, is my 
biggest fan, my cheerleader.”

(Kim is a tremendous success in her own right as 
president and CEO of Lakeshore Chamber of Com-
merce, located in Hammond.)

The next priority, Olesker says, is to fi nd a way 
to bring glory to God’s name, then “do it. Just quit 
thinking about it and get started.”

Olesker speaks of his devotion to the craft of writ-
ing.

“Writing is so hard. I wouldn’t wish this on any-
one. It will break your heart, but it’s worth it,” he 
says with a smile. “I can’t not write.” 

The experience of rejection, however, is familiar to 
anyone who strives to make a living with creativity.

“The journey does not allow negative thinking,” 
Olesker says. “The biggest scam Hollywood has 
sold us is writer’s block. You don’t feel like writing, 
today? Just don’t think too much; do it. We are so 

Continued on Page 4
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ney is to create something from a blank page. You 
ask yourself, ‘Can I do it, can I not do it?’ Each ob-
stacle that I overcome becomes a joy.

“Getting slammed, getting kicked, is the journey, 
you need to struggle to reach your goal.” To get the 
job done, you must “put on your armor!”

Passion about your work is another factor. 
“If you are not passionate, you can forget it,” he 

says.
Olesker has a pen with a light on it next to his 

bed. When he gets an idea, he quickly jots it down 
before it escapes him. He reminds us that for a 
writer or anyone with a creative mind, “Ideas are 
everywhere.”

He encourages would-be writers by telling them, 
“You are already a writer because you have already 
determined in your heart that you will be a writer. 
This is the life that has chosen you, that you have 
been gifted with.”

And what has the experience been like for Olesker 
taking a crack at Hallmark Christmas movies?” 

“This is defi nitely my fi rst stab 
writing at Christmas movies, and 
I’m absolutely loving it,” he said.  
“Christmas is my favorite time 
of year, and my father taught me 
how to do whole-house, interior 
and exterior Christmas decorat-
ing. Sparky Griswold?  Forget it! I 
love the positivity and spirituality 
of the season, and it’s a joy to keep 
this going all year round.

Indeed, Olesker’s journey as a 
writer is far from over. I suspect 
that with his last breath, hopefully 
many creative years from now, he 
will be imagining yet one more sto-
ry that needs to be told, while shar-
ing his own path and encouraging 
others along the way. 

(Visit https://www.youtube.
com/@jackolesker247/podcasts for 
more information on Olesker and 
his work.)

blessed in America today. How dare you say, I can’t 
write today?”

Olesker says his career has been a mix of success 
and rejection.

“People think that after so many successes in 
writing, it must be easy to get a project sold. Not 
so,” he admits. “Every time you begin a new project, 
it becomes an arduous climb. You just want to get to 
the summit.”

Olesker continued.
“I have been blessed with success,” he said, “but 

every single project does not get accepted, and by 
failure we learn.”

Still, experiencing rejection when you have 
put your heart and soul into a project is diffi cult. 
Olesker’s solution is to have multiple projects going 
at the same time.

“As a screenwriter-producer-director, one needs 
to be constantly spinning the plates up on sticks, 
juggling, to have multiple projects in play,” he said. 
“The tangential benefi t is also when there are other 
projects to go to, it can soften the blow of rejection, 
which still occasionally happens to me.”

Describing writing as hard work, it is fi tting then, 
that his company name is 24/7 Productions. As a 
writer, he rarely takes a day off.

“I can’t wait to sit down and write,” he says. “And 
after you fi nish a project, what do you ask yourself? 
In the words of Norman Lear, ask yourself, ‘What’s 
next?’”

The creative journey is the act of striving to make 
something from nothing, and for Olesker, “the jour-

The “Hallmark”
of a Writer Continued from Page 3

Jack Olesker’s desk features some of his past writing accomplishments. 
Photo by Andrew Tallackson.

Jack Olesker is photographed outside his Long Beach home, kneeling by 
an appropriately worded license plate on one of his vehicles.

https://www.youtube
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BubblesIceCreamParlor.net    fBubblesIceCreamParlor
Open Noon-9pm | 115 W. Coolspring Ave | Michigan City

SERVING YOUR FAVORITE 
Ice Cream FOR

OVER 20 YEARS!
32 Super Premium Flavors
Cones, Sundaes & Shakes

Lesley Sweeney Real Estate Group

312.953.6590 | lesleysweeney.com200 Lake Shore Drive
Unit B | Michigan City, IN

AVAILABLE FOR SALE

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,544 Sq.Ft. | Listed for $540,000

It struck me, while revisiting “Mad Max: Fury 
Road” a week ago, that no sequel or prequel can 
top this. The pure adrenaline rush writer-director 
George Miller achieved. It’s possibly the most gor-
geous action movie ever. Alive with color, kinetic 
camera work, fearlessly choreographed stunts. 
Nearly plotless, but the 
relentless drive matches 
the unexpectedly femi-
nist agenda. These are 
women, in an oppres-
sive male society, decid-
ing they’ve had enough, 
making a desperate rush 
toward freedom.

Give Miller credit, 
with “Furiosa: A Mad 
Max Saga,” for not repli-
cating the same formula. 
By exploring the hinted-
at backstory of Charlize 
Theron’s Imperator Furiosa in “Fury Road,” he ap-
plies an entirely different approach.

But that’s where the problems begin. 
“Furiosa” is a triumph of production design, with 

sets so massive, you gape in awe at them. Two road 
chases hold their own with “Fury Road.” But this 
should have been, at the most, 90 minutes. Instead, 
it’s been bloated to nearly 2 ½ hours, with long 
stretches that drag. It’s brilliant one minute, slug-
gish the next.

The opening 30 minutes are the best, with a 
young Furiosa abducted by marauders from her se-
cluded utopia amid an apocalyptic wasteland. Her 
mother’s bold pursuit elicits an exhilarating game 
of cat and mouse, with Tom Holkenborg’s score rely-
ing almost entirely on a beating dream, as if we’re 
headed straight to an execution.

Then, Chris Hemsworth’s Dementus enters the 
picture. He’s the warlord of the group that abduct-
ed Furiosa. Now, I like Hemsworth as an actor. He 

fi nds the right balance for playing Thor: somewhere 
between earnest and cheeky. But here, he is more 
annoying than threatening, and for some reason 
wearing a prosthetic schnoz. There’s no crazed, 
dangerous look in his eyes, like the best “Mad Max” 
villains. Do we fear Dementus? Not really. He’s a 
tedious bore.

Anya Taylor-Joy (“The Queen’s Gambit”) doesn’t 
arrive as the adult Furiosa until the one-hour mark. 
When she does, Miller stages his fi rst kick-ass road 
chase where characters take to the air with para-
chutes. We haven’t seen that before in this fran-
chise. Indeed, when Miller is in the zone, you’re 
giddy from the thrill of it. Pumped up for more.

But again, the story shifts back to Hemsworth, 
and we realize more and more the story’s fatal fl aw. 
In “Fury Road,” Furiosa and her female compan-
ions fl ee the brutal world created by Immortan Joe 
(Lachy Hulme). He is present in “Furiosa,” but the 
movie is more about Dementus. It’s leapt too far into 
the past to lend any dramatic weight to the movie’s 
fi nal image, which wants to make a seamless tran-
sition into “Fury Road,” much like “Rogue One: A 
Star Wars Story” eased into “A New Hope.”

Taylor-Joy is good as Furiosa. Trembling with bile 
and rage. When she cries out at having been robbed 
of a childhood, we feel it. But we miss Theron. There 
was something exhilarating watching her take com-
mand in a world where men call the shots. If ever an 
actress was made for a “Mad Max” movie, it is her.

Miller has plans for another movie, but honestly, 
why bother? “Fury Road” was his masterpiece. “Fu-
riosa” is an afterthought.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

With “Furiosa,” George Miller Revisits Character...With Uneven Results
by Andrew Tallackson

★ ★
“Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga”

Running time: 148 minutes. In theaters. Rated R

for sequences of strong violence, and grisly images.

1/2

Anya Taylor-Joy stars as Furiosa.
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Playwrights who are full- or part-time residents 
of Northwest Indiana or Southwest Michigan can 
submit entries into Dunes Summer Theatre’s sec-
ond New Works Festival, a series of readings per-
formed Sept. 19-22.

The submission deadline is June 10. Plays can 
be of any length and size, including one-act plays, 
dramatic monologues, portions of works in progress 
and full-length works, including plays intended for 
special audiences. Musicals and non-musicals may 
be submitted; those works should include written 
scores or sheet music.

Submissions are limited to work that has not re-
ceived full productions. Authors should submit no 
more than three entries. They should be written 
primarily in English, although sequences or scenes 
may be written in another language.

Dunes Summer Theatre kicks off its 2024 season 
with the Noel Coward classic “Blithe Spirit” on May 
31-June 16 at the Michiana Shores theater, 288 
Shady Oak Drive.

Written by Coward in 1941, “Blithe Spirit” fol-
lows a sophisticated British novelist haunted by the 
ghost of his seductive former wife. 

The cast features Danielle Bilderback as Ruth 
Condomine, Mary Jayne Britton as Edith, Dean 
Johanson as Dr. Bradman, Sean Kelly as Charles 
Condomine, Danielle Kerr as Elvira, Stacy Nelson 
as Mrs. Bradman and Madeline Pell as Madame Ar-
cati. The director is Michael Lasswell, who also is 
Dunes’ resident set designer, having created sets for 
last season’s “Boeing Boeing,” “tick…tick…BOOM!” 
and “The Third Annual Dunes Broadway Cabaret.”

“This play calls for many special effects, so we’re 
going to have a lot of fun fi nding sneaky ways we 
can rig the set, which I think audiences will enjoy as 
well,” Lasswell said in a press release.

Show times are 7 p.m. Fridays-Saturdays and 2 
p.m. Sundays. Bar and concessions open one hour 
prior to curtain. Tickets, which cost $35, or $25 for 
four or more, can be purchased at www.dunesARTS.
org or by calling the box offi ce at (219) 879-7509. 
Season subscriptions, which cost $150, are still 
available.  

Noel Coward’s “Blithe Spirit” Opens 73rd Dunes Season

Sean Kelly (Charles) and Danielle Bilderback (Ruth) rehearse a scene 
from “Blithe Spirit.” Provided photo

Preview night on Thursday, May 30, costs $15, 
with an opening night reception at 9 p.m. Friday, 
May 31, to meet the cast, director and production 
team. The cost is $20, or free for season tickethold-
ers and donors contributing more than $150.

New Works Festival Open to Area Playwrights
Plays must be clearly legible and prepared in 

standard script format. There are no limits in terms 
of content or subject matter.

Performances of winning scripts will be concert 
or staged readings with limited rehearsal.

To be considered, send an electronic submission 
(PDF or Microsoft Word). Include a cover letter that 
includes a mailing address, a list of previous read-
ings or performances of the submitted work and 
contact information to ArtisticDirectorDAF@gmail.
com. A printed script and cover letter also can be 
sent to Dunes Summer Theatre, P.O. Box 384, Mich-
igan City, IN 46360.

Dunes staff will announce the selections by mid-
July. 

Contact Artistic Director Steve Scott at Artistic-
DirectorDAF@gmail.com for more details.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

LAKEFRONT
S A L O N  &  S P A

& spa

Fabulous Spring/Summer Special
Blow Out Styles Start at $35

912 Franklin St., Michigan City • (219) 879-6168

http://www.dunesARTS
mailto:DirectorDAF@gmail.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com


www.thebeacher.com Page 9
THE

1815 RIDGEMOOR DRIVE
Long Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS|2 BATHS|$549,000
Kristin Shoub | 630.362.4188

LAKE SHORE COUNTY ROAD
Beverly Shores, Indiana

OVER 1 ACRE|LAKE VIEWS|$520,000
Line Mullins | 708.790.3676

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2024 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently 
owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

409 E COOLSPRING AVENUE
Michigan City, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS|2.5 BATHS|$469,900
Marissa Stapleton | 312.520.3552

16 S BARTON STREET
New Buffalo, Michigan

4 BEDROOMS|1 BATH|$200,000
Peggy Adducci | 312.804.6000

http://www.thebeacher.com
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NECKTIE 5K  
Walk & Run

Saturday, June 15, 8 AM

Beverly Shores
www.NecktieRun.com

NB Library Community Forum
Author Richard Bales will discuss the unlikely 

romance between Simone de Beauvoir, founder of 
modern feminism, and streetwise Chicago author 
Nelson Algren during the next Friends of the New 
Buffalo Library forum.

The program is at 6 p.m. EDT Tuesday, June 4, at 
New Buffalo Township Library, 33 
N. Thompson St.

Algren and Beauvoir met in 1947. 
They began a passionate, transat-
lantic love affair almost immedi-
ately and lasting until 1964. Their 
affair played out partly at Algren’s 
summer cottage in nearby Miller 
Beach, which still exists, next to a 
trail named for the couple.

The relationship between Algren 
and Beauvoir has been chronicled in 
all the Algren biographies and many 
of the Beauvoir biographies. It also is discussed in 
an annotated collection of more than 300 of Beau-
voir’s letters to Algren. But while Beauvoir was 
writing Algren, she also was maintaining a rela-
tionship with Jean-Paul Sartre, arguably the lead-
ing philosopher of the mid-20th century.

Bales’ forthcoming The Life, Loves and Col-
leagues of Nelson Algren discusses the relationship 
between Algren and Beauvoir as seen through the 
letters of Beauvoir to Algren, Algren to Beauvoir 
and Beauvoir to Sartre.

Bales also is the author of The Great Chicago Fire 
and the Myth of Mrs. O’Leary’s Cow and The Short 
Writings of Nelson Algren: A Study of His Stories, Es-
says, Articles, Reviews, Poems and Other Literature. 

Bales

Weesaw Bucky Bingo
Weesaw Bucky Bingo, an outdoor scavenger hunt, 

is available through June 29 in New Troy, Mich. 
Bingo cards can be picked up anytime from the 

box outside the main entrance at New Troy Com-
munity Center, 13372 California Road. Participants 
then can wander trails in Weesaw Township Park 
and the center’s woods to search for creatures and 
features depicted on bingo cards. Cross off every 
creature or feature found. Complete a vertical, hori-
zontal or diagonal row to win. Take the completed 
card into the center’s Activities Room during regu-
lar hours to receive free ice cream.

A map on the back of each bingo card depicts the 
locations of hiking trails through center property 
and the park. Activities Room hours are (all times 
Eastern) 4-6 p.m. Monday-Thursday and 10 a.m.-
noon Friday-Saturday. 

The event is sponsored and paid for by Friends of 
New Troy. Visit www.friendsofnewtroy.org for more 
details.

http://www.NecktieRun.com
http://www.friendsofnewtroy.org
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arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Fully Insured
Family Owned

Since 1997

acornlive.org
Find more events at 

UPCOMING
SHOWS

Kyshona
FRI 5/31  8 P.M. ET

Dixon’s Violin
SAT 6/1  8 P.M. ET

Pride Open Mic
Night at The Acorn

feat. Dylan Reed Leavitt 
MON 6/3  7 P.M. ET

The Flat Five
FRI 6/7  8 P.M. ET

Club Rainbow 
SAT 6/8  8 P.M. ET

Acorn Music Festival
featuring 19+ Artists!

6/14 – 6/16  

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
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Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance 
Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. 
Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract 
renewal with Medicare. ©2023 United HealthCare 
Services, Inc. All rights reserved.
Y0066_SPRJ55189_C SPRJ55189

Get local help with your
 Medicare questions.
I’m Marcie Ritter, a licensed sales agent in Northern Indiana & 
Southern Michigan. When it comes to Medicare, it’s important to 
consider all of your options. What works well for your neighbor 
may not be the best fit for you. I know the ins and outs of 
Medicare, and I’m ready to answer your questions and help you 
find a plan that fits your needs. 

It’s time to take advantage.
Marcie Ritter
Licensed Sales Agent
219-814-2660, TTY 711
marcie@ritterinsuranceagency.net
UHC.com/Medicare

Tuscan Valley Landscaping
________________________________________________

Design & Planting Installation

Landscape Lighting Installations/Repairs

Irrigation Services Installations/Repairs

Backflow Device Testing & Repair

Fertilization Programs

Ornamental Treatments

Flower Pot & Seasonal Color Change

Landscape Maintenance Programs

________________________________________________

____________________________

(219) 861-3459
tuscanvalleylandscaping@gmail.com

www.tuscanvalleylandscaping.com

Duneland Photography Club
Michael Caterina will speak on “How I Do a Mo-

bile Studio on Location Shoots” during the next  
Duneland Photography Club meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 4.

The program is in the Horton 
Family Education Center at Sunset 
Hill Farm County Park, 775 Merid-
ian Road, Valparaiso.

Doors open at 5 p.m. for mentor-
ing and individual help. Show and 
Tell time, the focus being spring 
photography, also is planned.

Caterina is a former newspa-
per photojournalist in South Bend, 
working as Indiana University South Bend’s sole 
university photographer and videographer.

Email DunelandPhotographyClub@gmail.com  
or visit Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
dunelandphotoclub for more details.

Caterina

Monday Musicale
“Island Music” is the theme for the fi nal program 

of Monday Musicale’s 2023-2024 season at 7 p.m. 
Monday, June 3, at First United Methodist Church, 
121 E. Seventh St.

Joining program co-chairs Anthony Holt and Lau-
ra Meyer are vocalists Kathy Chase, Kathi Jones, 
Tom LeDonne, Joe Stewart V and multi-instrumen-
talist Dan Moser. Musical selections include “The 
Banana Boat Song,” “Blue Hawaii,” “Mele Kaliki-
maka” and songs from Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
“South Pacifi c.”

Jennifer Keeley’s hosting committee will serve 
light refreshments after the program.

Following a summer hiatus, Monday Musicale 
resumes Sept. 23. The group aims to increase mem-
bership. Musicians 18 and older can refi ne their 
musical skills, fi nd a performance venue and meet 
other musicians. Contact membership chair Antho-
ny Holt at (219) 928-6964 for more details.

PechaKucka SJ/BH
PechaKucha SJ/BH will host Vol. 30 at 7 p.m. 

EDT, with doors opening at 6 p.m. EDT, on Thurs-
day, May 30, at The Inn at Harbor Shores, 800 
Whitwam Drive, St. Joseph, Mich.

PechaKucha, which means “chit chat” in Japa-
nese, shows 20 images, each for 20 seconds. In other 
words, presenters get 400 seconds to tell their story, 
with visuals guiding the way.

A cash bar and refreshments are planned. Tick-
ets cost $5, with all proceeds supporting future 
PechaKucha events. 

Visit tinyurl.com/bdrjznhu for tickets.

mailto:marcie@ritterinsuranceagency.net
mailto:tuscanvalleylandscaping@gmail.com
http://www.tuscanvalleylandscaping.com
mailto:DunelandPhotographyClub@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/
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Join us at Lubeznik Center for the Arts for a free 
family workshop! Come write a poem and make art 
with The Chicago ACT Collective. This workshop will 
merge poetry writing with screen printing. Drop in 
from 11 AM-3 PM. Free for all, but please register at 
artinfo@lubeznikcenter.org. All ages are welcome! 
¡Todos son bienvenidos!

FREE
FAMILY DAY
SATURDAY, JUNE 1

11 AM–3 PM CST

101 W 2nd St   •   Michigan City   •   LubeznikCenter.org   •   219.874.4900

This workshop is supported by the Arts 
Midwest GIG Fund, a program of Arts 

Midwest that is supported by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, with additional 

contributions from Indiana Arts Commission.

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:artinfo@lubeznikcenter.org
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COOLSPRING HEALTH CENTER
1225 East Coolspring Avenue, Suite 1C | Michigan City | (219) 861-5719

WELCOME
OUR NEWEST 
PEDIATRICIAN
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IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE

CHANTAL 
WALKER, MD

• Atopic Dermatitis

• Early Childhood Development 
and School Performance

• Pediatric Obesity

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

http://www.thebeacher.com
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SUMMER VOLLEYBALL
LONG BEACH, IN

VolleyKidz USA (8-10yrs)
VolleyKidz is an introductory class for children 8-10 yrs. 
The lesson plan introduces the pass, set and spike using a 
very light volleyball. 
Age: 8-10 years Location: LBCC Grass
Instructor: EVP Academy Min/Max: 8/24
Day Date           Time R/NR
M 6/3-6/24      4-530p $99 
M 7/8-7/29      4-530p $99
M 8/5-8/26      4-530p $99
Jr. VolleyKidz USA (11-14yrs)
Improve your volleyball skills with 90 minutes of drills in setting, 
passing, overhand serving and spiking.  The lesson plan directs 
the use of individual training, pairing drills and game situation 
development to help each student reach a new level. 
Age: 11-14 years Location: LBCC Grass
Instructor: EVP Academy Min/Max: 8/24
Day Date              Time R/NR
M 6/3-6/24      530-7pm $99
M 7/8-7/29      530-7pm $99
M 8/5-8/26      530-7pm $99
Jr. VOLLEY MATCH PLAY (11-14yrs)
Interested in playing volleyball with other volleyball athletes 
with skills to compete against other park teams? Then our 
Volleyball Pro will develop a team and bring parity to the 
weekly instruction to prepare match-PLAY. The coaches’ lesson 
plan will guide the team in weekly training for 90 minutes. This 
is a 4-week program that meets once per week for 90 minutes. 
Each athlete receives EVP Volley Series  t-shirt.
Age: 11-14 years Location: LBCC Grass
Instructor: EVP Academy Min/Max: 8/24
Day Date           Time R/NR
W 6/5-6/26        5-630pm $99
W 7/10-7/31      5-630pm $99
W 8/7-8/28         5-630pm $99
EVP - GRASS VOLLEYBALL CAMPS  
EVP Academy coaches deliver an introductory and challenging 
lesson plan on the grass volleyball courts at the MMAC. Lots of 
contests and games too, with fun and active instructors! The 
lesson plan develops passing, setting, overhand serving and 
spiking. VolleyKidz athletes will be divided by age and level. 
Age: 8-10 years Location: LBCC Grass
Day Date               Time R/NR
Tu-Fri 6/11-6/14        1-230p $99
Tu-Fri 7/9-7/12          1-230p $99
Tu-Fri 7/28-8/2          1-230p $99
Tu-Fri 8/6-8/9             1-230p $99
Age: 11-14 years Location: LBCC Grass
Day Date            Time R/NR
Tu-Fri 6/11-6/14     230-4p $99
Tu-Fri 7/9-7/12        230-4p $99
Tu-Fri 7/28-8/2 230-4p $99
Tu-Fri 8/6-8/9          230-4p $99

J’Dreams Basketball
YOUTH & JUNIOR PROGRAMS

Long Beach, IN

CLASSES (4-weeks)
Basketball 101 Kidz (8yrs-10yrs)
Catch, Dribble, Pass, Cut, Screen-Roll!  
This program will introduce your child to the game of 
basketball if they are beginners. Basic skills of dribbling, 
catching, passing, shooting, and defense will be taught. New 
individual challenges will be presented to develop the 
importance of reaching goals. Lesson plan also incorporates 
pivoting, closeouts and jump-stops.  
(4-Weeks) INSTR: EVP Academies PROS STAFF: 312-287-5988 
Day Date   Time        R/NR
MO 6/3-6/24     1-2:30p    $99
MO 7/8-7/29     1-230p     $99
Jr. Basketballin 201(11-14 yrs)
Pass and cut, screen and roll & move without the ball!  
This program will advance your children into “game situation” 
drills. Advanced skills include drills of dribbling, passing, 
finishing, shooting, and defense. Pairing games will be played 
to show the importance of counter-moves! Lesson plan also 
incorporates reverse pivoting, closeouts and jump-stops.   
MIN/MAX:  8/28  PER CLASS
(4-Weeks)  INSTR: EVP Academies STAFF - 312-287-5988 
Day Date   Time     R/NR
MO 6/3-6/24     230-4p      $99
MO 7/8-7/29     230-4p      $99
CAMPS (4-days)
Basketball 101 Kidz (8yrs-10yrs)  
Catch, Dribble, Pass, Cut, Screen-Roll!  
Introductory level camp: Basic skills of dribbling, catching, 
passing, shooting, and defense will be taught.Lesson plan also 
incorporates pivoting, closeouts and jump-stops.   
(4-DAY CAMP)INSTR: EVP Academies STAFF:312-287-5988
Day Date   Time        R/NR
Tu-Fri 6/11-6/14    1-230p     $99
Tu-Fri 7/9-7/12      1-230p     $99
Tu-Fri 7/28-8/2      1-230p     $99
Jr. Basketballin 201(11-14 yrs)
Pass and cut, screen and roll & move without the ball!  
This program will advance your children into “game situation” 
drills and continue to build basketball fundamentals on an 
individual basis. Advanced skills include  drills of dribbling, 
passing, finishing, shooting, and defense. Pairing games will be 
played to show the importance of counter-moves! Lesson plan 
also incorporates reverse pivoting, closeouts and jump-stops.   
(4-DAY CAMP)INSTR: EVP Academies STAFF:312-287-5988 
Day Date     Time    R/NR
Tu-Fri 6/11-6/14    230-4p      $99
Tu-Fri 7/9-7/12      230-4p      $99
Tu-Fri 7/28-8/2      230-4p      $99

Register at www.evpacademies.com or email rossballing@evptour.com

http://www.evpacademies.com
mailto:rossballing@evptour.com
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I haven’t read any John Green books…but maybe 
it’s time to start doing so.

Having seen movie adaptations, including “The 
Fault in Our Stars” (2014) and “Paper Towns” 
(2015), there is a common thread I like. His charac-
ters mostly exist within the American middle class, 
grappling with instantly identifi able issues.

“Turtles All the Way Down,” a Max adaptation of 
Green’s 2017 novel, may be the best yet, and that’s 
saying something when “The Fault in Our Stars” is 
considered the teen adaptation of the past decade. 
It explores a 16-year-old girl grappling with OCD, 
or obsessive compulsive disorder, in a way that is 
realistic, wrenching, but with whispers of hope.

Set in Indianapolis, “Turtles All the Way Down” 
introduces best friends Aza (Isabela Merced) and 
Daisy (Cree Cicchino), and the actresses achieve 
something unique: a genuine friendship not be-
cause the script says so, but because you believe the 
bond between them. Not once does it feel like you 
are watching performances, but real teens. There is 
such a relaxed chemistry between the two, it’s like 
someone placed a camera in front of them, stepped 
away and allowed the camera to tell their story.

In fact, Cicchino creates one of those girls defi -
antly detached from peer pressure. She’s confi dent 

in her own skin and is unabashedly bold about it.
Aza, however, wrestles with crippling OCD. She 

sees a therapist (the wonderful Poorna Jaganna-
than, Netfl ix’s “Never Have I Ever”), but dodges the 
idea of medicine, concerned that taking pills will 
strip her of her authentic self. The OCD, by the way, 
was active long before her father died. Bacteria con-
sumes her thoughts: what it’s doing inside her, how 
bacteria from the outside world might harm her.

Director Hannah Marks, working from a tight 
script by “This is Us” showrunners Elizabeth Berg-
er and Isaac Aptaker, puts you inside Aza’s mind. 
We hear her thoughts, the spiraling anxiety deftly 
achieved through rapid editing and frenzied voice-
overs. This may be the fi rst movie that makes you 
feel the queasy dread of someone with OCD.

A teen drama centered around two girls would 
not be complete with the requisite dreamy adonis. 
But with this being a John Green tale, the charac-

A Teen With OCD Finds Hope in Beautiful Adaptation of “Turtles All the Way Down”
by Andrew Tallackson

Isabela Merced (left) and Cree Cicchino give two of the year’s best performances in “Turtles All the Way Down.”

★ ★ ★ ★
“Turtles All the Way Down”

Running time: 111 minutes. Max. Rated PG-13

for thematic material involving mental illness, some

strong language and sexual references.



www.thebeacher.com Page 19
THE

ter has far more complexity. Davis 
(Felix Mallard) is the son of an In-
dianapolis billionaire gone miss-
ing, and there’s a reward for his 
return. That aspect to “Turtles All 
the Way Down” is the only element 
that feels calculated, that it exists 
to hurl Davis and Aza together. 
They met years back at a camp 
for grief-stricken teens. Daisy be-
lieves if she and Aza sneak onto 
the property where Davis lives, 
they can retrieve footage from a 
security camera that will reveal 
the father’s whereabouts.

But in a striking pivot away 
from the predictable, from the 
contrived charades that dominate 
teen dramas, Davis tells Aza he 
knows what she and Daisy are 
plotting. So, he hand her the re-
ward money in a Pop Tarts box. 
The point? Get any secrets out of 
the way so he and Aza can fi gure 
out if they succeed as a couple.

How wonderful is that? A teen 
drama that lets its teens be real and smart.

“Turtles All the Way Down” shows uncommon 
sensitivity in exploring Aza’s OCD, how it defi nes 
her, limits her self-worth. But by surrounding her 
with compassionate people her own age, she em-
barks on a one-step forward, two-steps back journey. 
The movie is never a sappy, convenient tale where 
mental health suddenly heals itself because of a 
cute boy’s kiss. There is bliss one moment, followed 
by crushing fear the next. Daisy, too, is not a saint. 
She’s allowed to be frustrated by Aza’s inability to 
think beyond herself. Beyond her own claustropho-
bic world. Their friendship gets put to the test when 

Felix Mallard appears as Davis, who helps Aza come out of her shell, somewhat, through empathy.

that buried resentment fi nally explodes.
Through it all, though, Merced and Cicchino re-

main fi ercely devoted to seeing these characters 
through the chaos. The fi nal scene, which explores 
what could be, what future might await Aza, is 
bathed in so much hope, you are incredibly moved. 
Not just by the bonds of friendship, but by the cour-
age it will take to brave a challenging life. 

“Turtles All the Way Down” is one of the year’s 
best movies.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
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GET YOUR 
TICKETS TODAY!

LubeznikCenter.org/Events
219.874.4900

Susan 
and Rod 
Lubeznik
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Nancy Moldenhauer, 
Michigan City Council, 

Ward 6

McDonald’s of
LaPorte County

HEROES, VILLAINS 
HEROES, VILLAINS 

& FEMME FATALES
& FEMME FATALESHEROES, VILLAINS 
HEROES, VILLAINS 

& FEMME FATALES
& FEMME FATALES

SATURDAY, 
JUNE 22

BLUE CHIP 
CASINO 

HOTEL SPA

Join forces with Lubeznik 
Center for the Arts as we 

champion making the finest 
arts experiences 
accessible to all. 

http://www.thebeacher.com
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It’s been a while since Hollywood pulled off a 
twist as sneaky as “Sugar.” Delivered one holy $!#@ 
of a surprise...like, of the Bruce Willis-IS-dead-peo-
ple caliber.

The new Apple TV+ series with Colin Farrell as 
modern-day gumshoe begins as OK neo-noir, mean-
ing it plunks old-school Hollywood, a Sam Spade-
style investigation, into 21st century Hollywood. 
Then, in the last few seconds of the sixth episode, 
that twist arrives... and “Sugar” becomes a whole 
lot more intriguing. And by playing it smart, but 
not exploiting the twist with cheap effects, there is 
nothing else like it on streaming. This may end up 
being one of my favorite shows this year.

The biggest surprise, actually, is that the show 
hails from creator-writer Mark Protosevich. He 
began his career with promise, penning the agree-
ably weird serial killer fl ick “The Cell” (2000) star-
ring Jennifer Lopez. Then, he delivered “Poseidon” 
(2006), Wolfgang Peterson’s remake of the 1972 di-
saster classic that was so fl imsy, so barren of logic 
and character development, his ensuing screenplay 
for Will Smith’s “I Am Legend” (2007) resulted in a 
heavy overhaul by Oscar-winner Akiva Goldsman. 

These are not admirable qualities.
“Sugar,” though, this is special. This tinkers with 

what we know of genre storytelling and reinvents it. 
The title comes from the name of Farrell’s private 
investigator, who is hired by a former Hollywood “it” 

director, Jonathan Siegel (Oscar-nominee James 
Cromwell), to fi nd his missing granddaughter. She’s 
had a history of drug use, of erratic behavior, but he 
believes her absence has nothing to do with either.

Sugar’s subsequent investigation will hurl him 
into the murky underbelly of Hollywood, and when 
the industry on occasion attacks itself, the bile is 
everywhere. Hollywood in this series is not glitz 
and glamor, but a creatively barren world populated 
with the same sleaze as the streets of L.A., just bet-
ter dressed.

Interestingly enough, Sugar loves the movies. 
He has a voracious appetite for them, and Farrell’s 
voiceover narration, often complemented by clips 
from every noirish thriller known to man, has a 
brooding drive, like he’s spilling his guts to the guy 
seated next to him at a local bar.

Whereas many detective stories revel in moral 
gray areas, Sugar is a rare breed. An actual, bona 
fi de good guy. One who abides by a moral code that 
no longer exists. And by holding true to those quali-
ties, the goodness inherent in Farrell makes Sugar 
one charismatic individual.

It helps, too, that the show surrounds him with a 
dynamite cast, including Amy Ryan as the mother of 
the missing girl, the wonderful Kirby Howell-Bap-
tiste (Death in Netfl ix’s “The Sandman”) as Sugar’s 
boss, Anna Gunn (“Breaking Bad”) as the missing 
girl’s stepmother, and Dennis Boutsikaris (remem-

The Big Twist of “Sugar” Makes It the Year’s Best Streaming Surprise
by Andrew Tallackson

Colin Farrell stars as the title private investigator in “Sugar.”
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ber him from the Michael 
Keaton comedy “The Dream 
Team”?) as the girl’s Holly-
wood father. Ryan (“Gone, 
Baby Gone,” TV’s “The Of-
fi ce”) is the  standout, her 
character embroiled in one 
close call after another.

The mystery that links 
these characters together 
is expertly plotted, but 
without rocking the boat in 
terms of expectation.

Then, the sixth episode. 
That twist.

Not in a thousand years 
could I see it coming. In 
fact, once the episode’s 
credits started rolling, I 
had to rewind it, make sure 
I’d seen what I’d seen.

By leapfrogging from one genre to another, “Sug-
ar” forces you to re-evaluate the character entirely. 
His mission takes on even greater meaning. Time-
lier in that a deadline, unfortunate to him, means 
he has to move fast or the case slips away. And by 
embracing an altogether different genre, the show 
rethinks what we expect from that genre entirely.

What remains is a true original. I feared the last 

Kirby Howell-Baptiste is wonderful as Sugar’s secretive boss.

two episodes might not live up to the twist, but the 
way the series works itself out, the door remains 
wide open for a second season with an equally com-
pelling story.

Protosevich really thought this one through, 
caught us off guard, forced us to reinvest ourselves 
on a new level. That is quite the accomplishment.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

http://www.thebeacher.com
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LBCC Women’s Golf Leagues             

9-Hole League
May 16, 2024

A FLIGHT
Low Net
First: Katy Lee.
Second: Jill Craig, Carol Excell.
Third: Jeannie Muldowney.
Low Putts: Carol Excell.
B FLIGHT
Low Net
First: Sue Smith.
Second: June Salmon.
Third: Donna Andreotti, Sarah Blank, Susan Keeley.
Low Putts: Mary Weithers.
C FLIGHT
Low Net
First: Jo Dodd.
Second: Carol Lyons, Jude Stahmer.
Third: Marti Doherty.
Low Putts: Ann Daley.
D FLIGHT
Low Net
First: Sally McCarthy.
Second: Teresa Curi.
Third: Jeanne Schimeck.
Low Putts: Teresa Curi, Peg Doyle.
Sunken Approach
Jean St. Peter: #4.
Jude Stahmer: #3

South Course, Par-Tee Women’s League, 
May 15, 2024

Event: Most Tee Shots in the Fairway
Flight A
Low Gross: Pat Czizek.
Low Net: Pat Czizek, Phyllis Roach, Jane Shuger.
Low Putts: Pat Czizek.
Event: Jane Shuger.
Flight B
Low Gross: Sandy Baldwin.
Low Net: Sandy Baldwin.
Low Putts: Daphne Craft.
Event: Sandy Baldwin, Jill Mellen, Jane Spang.
Flight C
Low Gross: Patty Jercich.
Low Net: Patty Jercich.
Low Putts: Mary Lou Marshall.
Event: Mary Lou Marshall. 
Flight D
Low Gross: Carolyn Cooney.
Low Net: Carolyn Cooney.
Low Putts: Carolyn Cooney.
Event: Pam Jaracz. 
Pars
Baldwin, Czizek, Jaracz, Shuger on Hole #3
Cindy Wolkowitz on Hole #8

Michigan City Municipal Golf Course
North Course, “Early Birdies”

May 20, 2024
Event: Points-4 (Birdie), 3 (Par), 

2 (Bogey), 1 (Double Bogey) 

A Flight 
Low Gross: Phyllis Roach.
Low Net: Phyllis Roach.
Event: Patricia Czizek, 15 pts.
B Flight
Low Gross: Evelyn Cassin, Daphne Craft.
Low Net: Daphne Craft. 
Event: Sandy Baldwin, 12 pts, E. Cassin, 12 pts.
C Flight
Low Gross: Sandra Provan.
Low Net: Charlotte Wozniak.
Event: Ann Batagianis, 14 pts.
D Flight
Low Gross: Pam Betcher.
Low Net: Pam Betcher.
Event: Pam Betcher, 6 pts.

❑

Event: Non Flighted, Cindy Wolkowitz, 21 pts.
Chip-Ins: Carol Hullings, Charlotte Wozniak.

Have a story idea for The Beacher?
Email atallackson@gmail.com

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
http://www.thebeacher.com
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Dr. Sara Kulaski DACM
Acupuncture & Herbal Medicine

Pain Management • Arthritis • Stress/Anxiety 
Digestive Disorders • Back and Neck Pain 

Fatigue • Immune Health 
Headaches & Migraines • Weight Loss

Michigan City 
(310) 429-6859 • sarakulaski.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled: 
• Leonardo! Summer Reading Program Kick-

Off Celebration at 10 a.m. Thursday, May 30. 
The program includes family-friendly music.

• Needle Arts Club from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursday, 
May 30. Membership is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Chalk the Walk from 3-4 p.m. Monday, June 
3. Decorate the sidewalk with ocean animals and 
scenes celebrating the Summer Reading Program 
theme. Dress to get messy and for the weather.

• Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from 
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays in May and June. Create 
with LEGO WeDo, Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozo-
bots and 3-D pens. Children 12 and younger must 
have a parent or guardian attend with them.

• Friends of the MC Library Give-Back Night 
from 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Tuesday, June 4, at Ha-
cienda Mexican Restaurants, 2148 N. Kar-
wick Road. Coupons are available at the library, 
and cell-phone photos of the coupon are allowed.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Dungeons & Dragons (ages 13-17) from 4-6 
p.m. Wednesday, June 5. Supplies and charac-
ters are provided on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served ba-
sis. Email dwolf@mclib.org for details.

• Weekly Crafts for Kids & Teens. Each week 
offers a different project. Take-home craft kits are 
available, or create some in the Makerspace.

• Learning Center volunteers needed for chil-
dren and adults. Areas include reading, math, 
high school equivalency and English as a Second 
Language. All supplies and training are provided. 
Volunteers are needed two hours a week. Contact 
Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or stop by 
the Learning Center for more details.
Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 

E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

Michigan City Public Library

mailto:dwolf@mclib.org
http://www.mclib.org
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Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial

(800) 228-3928 • (317) 727-2361

Free Estimates

JASON PAUL
I N T E R I O R S

Interior design services for new home  
construction & remodeling.

574.360.5606.

formerly

SPICES  •  TEAS  •  HERBS
SALTS  •  BLENDS  •  GIFTS

THE SPICE & TEA EXCHANGE®

of VALPARAISO

161 Lincolnway  |  Valparaiso, Indiana
spiceandtea.com/valparaiso  |  219.615.3162

Find Your
Way to Flavor!

500 S. EL PORTAL
MICHIANA SHORES, IN

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SEATING
CARRYOUT

SUMMER HOURS: 
Thursday - Saturday 11am-9pm 

Sunday 11am-8pm
Our specialty is the authentic Naples Style Pizza 
prepared and cooked just as it was 170 years ago in a 

Our passion

Come and relax,

SUMMER HOURS: 

http://www.thebeacher.com
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QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

LaPorte County Public Library
Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue 

fi nes. Customers only will be charged for items they 
damage, lose or never return.  

The following programs are planned:
• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 

May 31, at the main library. Children ages 3-5 
with their caregivers experience stories, songs, 
crafts and activities.

• Summer Reading Kickoff: Dino Day from 10 
a.m.-noon Saturday, June 1, at the main li-
brary and Coolspring Library Branch. Sign 
up for the program to receive a mini, stuffed-di-
nosaur “reading buddy.” Also planned are stories, 
crafts and a scavenger hunt.

• Virtual Author Talk with Matt Shindell from 
1-2 p.m. Monday, June 3. Shindell, National 
Air and Space Museum curator, will discuss his 
work For the Love of Mars. Register online.

• Storytime Under the Stars from 6-8:30 p.m. 
Monday, June 3, in the main library Multi-
purpose Room. The family storytime includes 
songs and other activities. Children can take a 
favorite stuffed animal.

• Creative Kids: Messy Science (ages 6-11) 
from 4-5 p.m. Wednesday, June 5, in the main 
library multipurpose room. Activities include 
bubbles, slime and stories.
LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 

Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

New Buffalo Township Library
• “A Study in Contrasts: Simone de Beauvoir’s 

Letters to Nelson Algren and Jean-Paul Sar-
tre.” The program is at 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 4.

Weekly programs:
• Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

while supplies last.
• Chess Club from 6-8 p.m. Thursdays.
• Lego Club from 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturdays.
• Spanish Story Time: 10 a.m. Fridays.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Call (269) 
469-2933 for more details.

Public Safety Building Open House
An open house for the new Long Beach Public 

Safety Building is from 5-7 p.m. Wednesday, June 5.
The building is located behind Town Hall off Ori-

ole Trail. Resident Britt Whitfi eld and her Revel 
Global Events/Limelight Catering Co. will provide 
food and beverages.

http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Long Beach Summer Camp
Applications available June 1, 2024!

Dates:June 17 – August 2
Days: Monday – Friday
Time: 9:00 – 11:30
Location: Long Beach Community Center
Ages: 3-11
Fee: Resident Full Camp: $160.00

Non-Resident Full Camp: $220.00
Resident Weekly: $60.00
Non-Resident Weekly: $80.00

Weekly Themes
Week 1: Out of the Box
Week 2: Fairy Tales
Week 3: Zoom!

(No Camp July 4 & 5)
Week 4: Dino Mania
Week 5: Decades Week
Week 6: Rainforest
Week 7: Summer Olympics

Registration forms are available at the Long
Beach Town Hall, Long Beach Community
Center, and online at longbeachin.org.

Any questions email
longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com.

Acupuncture | Massage
Functional Medicine

Herbal Medicine | Lab Testing
Cupping | Gua Sha

Yoga | Mobility Classes
High Quality CBD

Corporate Wellness
Beach Events & Retreats

Contact Us Today!
Call or Text 219.262.0034

Info@sacredduneshealth.com
130 Commerce Square, Michigan City, IN

Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
www.smallsgardencenter.com

We Deliver and Plant

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
Landscape Supplies & Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

219-778-2568

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!

30% OFF SALE
LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, TREES, SHRUBS, 

EVERGREENS, PERENNIALS & MORE.

30% OFF
GIFT STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

STONE YARD
DRIVEWAY STONE, DECORATIVE STONE, WASHSTONE, 

LIMESTONE, SLAG, MULCH, TOPSOIL, FLAGSTONE  
OUTCROPPING, BOULDERS & FIRE PITS

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com
http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
mailto:Info@sacredduneshealth.com
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RUSSO
PAINTING

COMPANY
SINCE 1999

Interior/exterior
House Painting. 

Family-owned.

Call Joe: (219) 299-7732

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

JOSÉ LANDSCAPING
Residential & 
Commercial

Spring/Fall Cleanup, Fertilizer, 
Grass Cutting, Planting, Shrubs, 
Mulch, Power Rake, Aeration, 

Fence, Weed Pulling, Concrete, 
Gutter Cleaning, Etc.

(872) 230-6531

Curtis Flooring
(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• FOP Dunes Lodge 75, 416 U.S. 20, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Sunday, June 2.
• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 

Road, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, June 4.
• Sacred Heart Church, 201 Bach St., LaPorte, 

noon-5 p.m. Wednesday, June 5.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

FIT-Together Program
Registration is open for Franciscan Health Michi-

gan City’s free FIT-Together program, a family-cen-
tered approach to health and wellness.

The program meets from 3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, June 4-July 18 (no programs July 2 
and 4) at The Temple Total Fitness Center, 1914 E. 
U.S. 20. Wear comfortable clothing and gym shoes.

The target is households with children between 
ages 8-15. Trainer Ron Gaston emphasizes individ-
ual and family-centered physical activities and tips 
to maintain a healthy, active life, along with cook-
ing, meal prep and sessions on understanding nu-
tritional facts with Chef Nakia. Participants receive 
weekly meal kits for the entire family/household.

Registration is required by contacting Nila Wil-
liams, Franciscan Health Michigan City community 
health improvement coordinator, at Nila.Williams@
franciscanalliance.org or (219) 283-9649.

New PoCo Muse Art Exhibit
Porter County Museum (PoCo Muse) will display 

“The Drama of the Dunes,” works by local artists 
inspired by the Indiana Dunes, in the Robert Cain 
Gallery through Aug. 25.

The collection includes oil paintings from nearly a 
century ago, woodcuts and linocuts, early 20th cen-
tury hand-colored photographs and recent works 
using digital technology. 

The museum, 20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso, is 
open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday, with free 
admission. Through Labor Day, hours are extended 
until 6 p.m. on Thursdays. Free, half-hour guided 
tours are at 2 p.m. Saturdays.

Visit www.pocomuse.org or fi nd @pocomuse on so-
cial media for more information.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.pocomuse.org
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Duneland Home and Pro Hardware
1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, IN 46360

219-878-1720
Closed on Sundays

50%
off

Select Cabinets
Carpets and

Luxury Vinyl Tile

Kevin Murphy Products

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Weekly Newspaper 911 Franklin Street
Michigan City, IN 46360

TM

The Beacher has an opening for a full-time print 
salesperson effective immediately. The position 

entails working with individuals and businesses on 
print needs ranging from business cards and flyers 

to brochures, letterheads, copies and other  
materials. It also involves some work securing new 
advertisers, and interacting with walk-in customers 

and their print needs. Must have a vehicle. The 
salaried position includes benefits. 

NOW HIRING

Stop by The Beacher, 911 Franklin St., with a  
resume, email atallackson@gmail.com 

or call us at (219) 879-0088

HOW TO CONTACT US

FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 7pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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Senior Discount 
7 Days a Week 7am – 10am
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Home sweet home starts here

Beyond

Robyn Graffenius
Mortgage Advisor
269-208-1760

NMLS# 877903

Hoosier Star Finalists
LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra has re-

vealed its 2024 Hoosier Star fi nalists.
The individuals, who compete in respective age 

divisions, will sing a song of their choosing accom-
panied by LCSO. Audience members and celebrity 
judges decide the winner. First-place adult and 
youth winners receive $1,000 prizes. Second-place 
adult and youth winners receive $500 prizes.

This year’s fi nalists are:
Adult Division (18 and Older)
• Alyssa Atkinson, South Bend.
• Lindsey Brown, LaPorte.
• Noah Garcia, Hammond.
• Alexa Liberi, Mishawaka.
• Max Principe, LaPorte.
Youth Division (17 and Younger)
• Selah and Olivia Branco, LaPorte.
• Sophia Grubbs, Elkhart.
• Bayleigh Miller, LaPorte.
• Charles Nwakanma, Fort Wayne.
• Chloe Virijevich, Kouts.

Ticket sales begin June 1 at www.lcso.net. The 
LCSO fundraiser is Saturday, Sept. 14, at LaPorte 
Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St.

Health Foundation of LaPorte Grants 
This year’s second grant cycle through Health 

Foundation of LaPorte, which considers propos-
als for health-and-wellness projects and programs, 
runs through July 12.  

These “Healthy Children, Healthy Living and 
Healthy Minds” grants must demonstrate a com-
mitment to measurable results in one or more of the 
community-wide indicators HFL uses to monitor 
and track progress. Proposals that tackle needs out-
side these priorities also are accepted. They must 
emphasize empowering LaPorte County residents 
to live healthy and well, with the goal of LaPorte 
County becoming one of Indiana’s Top 10 healthiest 
communities by 2030.  

HFL now offers three grant processes:  
• Grants up to $10,000 
• Grants of $10,001 to $25,000 
• Grants more than $25,000. Here, a Letter of In-

tent is the fi rst step due by 11:59 p.m. June 7. 
All applications and LOIs must be submitted 

through HFL’s grant portal at www.hfl aporte.org

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
http://www.lcso.net
http://www.hfl
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CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

38 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu
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n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 
Bloomington, IL, State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX, State 
Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto. Bundle &
save.
Call me for a quote today

Warren Attar
Agent
106 Woodland Ct Suite 3
Michigan City, IN 46360
Bus: 219-874-4256
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
www.warrenattar.com

NEW FROM CIRCLES IN THE WIND AMISH FURNITURE
OUR SUPER AFFORDABLE BEDROOM SERIES
Chain Store Prices - ONLY AMISH QUALITY

ALL HAND BUILT IN INDIANA
www.circlesinthewind.com

SOLID HARDWOODS • DELIVERY AS FAST AS 2 WEEKS 
CALL OR VISIT US FOR DETAILS

206 D S. Calumet Rd • Chesterton IN
219 464 9572  www.circlesinthewind.com

4 PCS MINIMUM PURCHASE AT THESE PRICES • TAX AND DELIVERY ARE EXTRA

$4,450
4-Piece Set
FINISHED QUEEN BED

http://www.thebeacher.com
https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.warrenattar.com
http://www.circlesinthewind.com
http://www.circlesinthewind.com
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Long Island by Colm Tóibín (hardcover $28 
retail in bookstores and online; also available as an 
eBook and an audiobook. 394 pages.)

“I didn’t cause any of this.” — Eilis Fiorello
This story, a sequel to Tóibín’s Brooklyn, begins 

with an eye-opening, jaw-dropping event that only 
proves you’ll never guess who the stranger knock-
ing at your door is, or what he’s going to say. Is he 
selling aluminum siding? No. How about a set of en-
cyclopedias? Nope.

This man asks to speak to 
Eilis Fiorello, the lady of the 
house married to Tony, the 
plumber. He proceeds to tell Ei-
lis his wife is pregnant by Tony, 
and he will deposit the baby 
on her doorstep as soon as it is 
born. Told you it would be a big 
opening.

Eilis promptly tells the man 
she will not answer the door 
when he arrives with the baby. 
He says he will leave it on her 
doorstep. An impossible situ-
ation: Neither will budge, and 
neither is willing to work some-
thing else out.

Eilis is from Ireland and To-
ny’s family from Italy. In New 
York City neighborhoods oc-
cupied by your culture, Eilis 
is like the blue egg in a nest of 
white ones. The Fiorellos have 
come to like her, even respect 
her…to a point. Tony’s father 
is the patriarch of the family, 
make no mistake about that, as 
Eilis learns one Sunday dinner 
when she disagrees with him 
about the Vietnam War. Later, her mother-in-law 
politely tells her maybe she shouldn’t come to Sun-
day dinner anymore. Apparently, you aren’t allowed 
to argue with Tony Sr. Wow.

Tony Sr. and his wife, along with Tony’s family 
and his two brothers and their families, live in a cul-
de-sac on Long Island. A brother, Frank, is the lone 
bachelor: a lawyer and the one with lots of money.

The date of the story is never told, but referenc-
es to Vietnam and Nixon put it in the early-to-mid 
1970s. But let’s go back to the whole baby on the 
doorstep scenario…

Eilis is shell-shocked. She can’t speak and stays 
amazingly calm. She waits for Tony to tell her about 
the baby, but he tries to act as if nothing happened.

Of course, the whole story comes out and the 
mother-in-law tries to persuade Eilis that she will 
take care of the baby, but Eilis wants the child no-
where near her or her children.

Where do we go from here? Eilis listens to Tony 
and his pleas to keep the baby, but her answer is a 
resounding “no.” She wants no reminder of the child 
and what her husband has done, and that includes 

having the child living with 
her in-laws.

Then, Son Larry to his 
mother: “Carlo says that you 
and Dad are splitting up. 
But then Aunt Lena found 
out and she told Uncle 
Enzo, who made me prom-
ise to forget what Carlo had 
said.” Talk about your fam-
ily grapevine.

Eilis’ children, Larry and 
Rosella, both teenagers, 
take the news better than 
expected, but can’t get their 
mother to tell them what 
she plans on doing.

Eilis is not a scream-
ing, highly charged wom-
an threatening to sue her 
husband for everything he 
has. No, she is a woman of 
her day and cultural up-
bringing. Pages fl y by as 
you watch her story unfold 
slowly and deliberately. At 
times, I found it madden-
ing not to be able to fi gure 
out what she might do, but 
Tóibín has other things to 

consider.
Eilis fi nally decides to take her children with her 

for a trip to Ireland to see her mother for her 80th 
birthday. It’s been 20 years since she’s been to her 
hometown. Sidebar: the baby will be born while 
she’s in Ireland.

Now, you’d think Eilis’ husband having anoth-
er woman’s baby is enough…but Tóibín has other 
ideas. 

Before going to America, Eilis dated Jim Farrell 
back in Ireland, but both were too shy to admit their 
feelings for each other, so Eilis made the trip across 
the pond, met Tony and married. Of course, Eilis 
and Jim will cross paths again... 

There is simply no guessing as to what Eilis will 
do next. Tóibín toys with the reader until the very 
end…but is it the very end? That’s the real burning 
question here.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup 

at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.

While parked, call the library phone number 
posted on the numbered space sign, tell staff your 
library card number and he/she will check out the 
items and take them to a table at the parking space 
and walk away. Patrons then can step out of their 
vehicle to retrieve them. Curbside hours are Mon-
day-Friday (1 to 6 p.m. at Thomas and Hageman) 
and Saturday (11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Thomas 
and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Hageman).

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 
100 Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-
7696) is located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. 
Westchester Township History Museum (219-983-
9715) is located at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton. 
The Baugher Center is located at 100 W. Indiana 
Ave., Chesterton.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

HOURLY DESIGN
CONSULTING TO
ADD VALUE AND
AVOID MISTAKES

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

All About Frogs
The all-ages educational program is from 5-6:30 

p.m. Thursday, May 30, at Luhr County Park, 3178 
S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte.

The program, aimed at elementary age children, 
includes a craft and a story.

• Interior • Exterior • Deck Staining •
CALL

(269) 471-5326
TEXT ANYTIME
(269) 421-1979

Since
1998

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
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PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Bee’s Pet Services
Responsible teacher on summer break can walk your dog or cat-sit. 

Owner of 1 dog and 2 cats. Cat foster for local shelter. $12 for a 30-min 
dog walk. Email beesendz@gmail.com for more information.

Get your dog ready for summer with our safety certified stylists. 
Cats, too! Call (219) 221-4131 for an appointment today.

TELL-A-THERAPIST • Jennifer Carol M.S.W. 
Individuals/Couples/Adolescence. (269) 586-4054.

 ILLINOIS CONCEALED CARRY FIREARM CURRICULUM
Individual/private lessons, top-tier training and advanced instruction. 

Comprehensive, expert services. Illinois-certified CCL Instructor for 10+ 
years. Serving LaPorte, Porter and Berrien counties. Call/text (847) 601-

9993, bpetrigger@att.net or www.triggerwise.blogspot.com

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 •  www.bookwormwanatah.com  

LEFTY’S PRO SHOP: BUY • SELL • TRADE
Quality Used. Best Prices in Area. Call (219) 873-0858.

Shore Thing Property Management and Rentals
Short-term rental property management serving Southwest Michigan and 

surrounding areas. High-quality management with a personal touch.
Call today: (979) 308-9969 • www.Shorethingproperty.com

Website fixer and designer with 10+ years working with businesses, 
nonprofits, creatives, education, entrepreneurs, and more.

I also offer social media setup, graphics, copy editing and tutorials. 
www.wallacedesign.net

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
Comfort Keepers

Providing Comforting Solutions for In-Home Care
Homemaking, Personal & Companion Care from 3 to 24 hours of care 

per day. Comfort Keepers is fully insured. Our compassionate caregivers 
undergo Lifetime Background Screening, are fully trained and supervised. 
Complimentary in-home consultations offered. Call us at (219) 362-9800

 www.comfortkeepers.com
Retired licensed nurse (LPN), experienced and available for home care/
companionship. Flexible schedule. Call and leave a message if I can be 

of assistance for you or your loved ones. Call (530) 413-3909.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

28 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning and vinyl porch 
panel and screen cleaning experts! Check out my 5-star ratings online or 

ask your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
ANGIE’S CLEANING SERVICES

Residential, condos, apartments, rentals, arbnb. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasional. Free estimates. Call (219) 814-3499.

Residential Window Cleaning
You paid for a view, let us make sure you can see it clearly. Insured.

Competitively Priced and Superior Service. Call (219) 841-1340.

AOP Cleaning & Maintenance LLC
Still growing and happy to take new customers to assist with serving your 
needs. Cleaning, laundry, organization, maintenance, move-outs & more. 

Ask what we offer! We are striving to build a company that is servicing 
our community, with local businesses and residential homes! We currently 

operate in Long Beach, Beverly Shores, LaPorte, New Carlisle, New 
Buffalo and Michigan City!

(219) 617-8937 • aopenterprises1@gmail.com • 
#SupportYourLocalBusinesses

Miranda’s Cleaning Services: homes, businesses. Regular or deep 
cleans. Flexible schedule. Call (219) 851-8491.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
Spring Cleanup • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning 

• Painting: Interior/exterior • And Much More • Free estimates. 20+ years 
exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 

Recommendations available. Insured.
Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (574) 855-0666.

BILL SMART IS RETIRING. 
Thank you to all my loyal customers. Goodbye and best wishes!

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 27-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840
Top Notch handymen at your service. 25+ years of experience puts 
your home in good hands and perfect working order. Inside-outside 

jobs. Painting, tiling, all home maintenance and repairs. Free estimates. 
References available.  Insured. Contact Ed at (269) 635-9760 or opera-

tions@handytopnotch.com.
Mike Heyden Handyman Service

Over 40 years experience: carpentry, roof repairs, power washing, paint-
ing floors. No bull: Just honest work. Call Mike at (219) 916-0270.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 43 yrs. experience.
  terrystandring@hotmail.com

DECK REPAIRS & RESTORATION
power washing, staining
EXTERIOR REPAIRS

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Retired union carpenter & roofer

Stainright@yahoo.com
(219) 809-5439

Text for fastest response
Small engine repair: lawnmowers, riding mowers, Weed Whippers, 

backpack blowers, chain saws, snow blowers, etc. Pickup/delivery avail-
able. Call (219) 249-9126.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

mailto:beesendz@gmail.com
mailto:bpetrigger@att.net
http://www.triggerwise.blogspot.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.Shorethingproperty.com
http://www.wallacedesign.net
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:aopenterprises1@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:opera-tions@handytopnotch.com
mailto:opera-tions@handytopnotch.com
mailto:terrystandring@hotmail.com
mailto:Stainright@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
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WAYNE’S PAINTING. 30+ years experience. Fully insured. Interior/exte-
rior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding and more. Call 

(219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering & 
Stone • Eifs • Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/

bonded. Call (219) 229-2352. 
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Experienced in other facets of construction. If you have a house issue, 
don’t hesitate to ask me. We do it all from A-Z. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reason-

able. Experience with cracked-damaged drywall/plaster. Thank you for 
any job opportunities. Call me at (219) 393-0529.

WARREN’S PAINTING COMPANY
Painting, pressure washing, interior/exterior. Free estimates. (219) 814-3885.

THE DECK DOCTOR
Wood’s expensive, protect your deck so it lasts! Power wash, stain/seal, 
exterior wood care. Serving Harbor Country/Michiana/Northwest Indiana 

since 1993. Call (219) 299-9461.
 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)

& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Spring cleanup. Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at 
(219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Spring cleanup. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter 

cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.

(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 

trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-
up, power washing. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767

Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MOTA’S LANDSCAPING LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING

Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.
License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

JUST LEAVES AND MORE
Yard cleanup, trimming, mowing, winterizing, mulching. Free estimates. 

Call (219) 814-3885.
Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.

Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.
LLOYD’S TREE SERVICES

Tree removal  • Brush removal. Guaranteed work. 30+ years 
experience. Locally owned. Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387

SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Mowing service, cleanups, trimming, mulch, weeding &

power washing. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Jose: (219) 369-7522
GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.

Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • 
Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 

(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com
S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622, (219) 878-1985

MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Elderly woman seeks caregiver. Starting part time, but gradually full time. 
Light housekeeping/meal preparation. $15-$17/hour. Call (810) 487-2033. 

SUMMER JOB — Michiana Day Camp, 4000 Cherokee Drive
Summer Camp Counselor

Dates: June 14-Aug. 9 • Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m CDT. 
Occasional nights 7-9 p.m. Must be 16 with ID

If interested, fill out application https://forms.gle/JAjSTGtsRQHoBc7S7
Or email anneblasko@gmail.com for application link

Painters wanted: Experience preferred, but not necessary. Rate is nego-
tiable based on workmanship. Call Matt at (312) 927-8489

NOW HIRING HOUSEKEEPERS!
Part-time/Seasonal housekeepers wanted!

Must be a self-starter, works well with others, punctual, must have transporta-
tion and a cell phone. Hours vary throughout the week and some weekends. 

$30+/hours plus added incentives! Serious inquiries only! Contact Aqua 
Vacation Rentals at (269) 588-9600 or aquavacationrentals@gmail.com

FOR SALE
Swan Lake Memorial Gardens Building Family Companion Crypt for 

two. $2,900. Contact (414) 520-1604 or richnygren@msn.com

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Multi-family yard sale: corner of Euclid Ave./Kenwood Place, MC

Saturday, June 1, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Everything is in good to excellent condition: décor for home and person, vin-

tage items, furniture, perennials, etc. Come see us! Great deals on everything! 
NANI’S OVER THE FENCE ANTIQUE MALL, 3747 N. FRONTAGE ROAD
Do you know about us? We are a magical antique and vintage wonderland. 
Once in our doors, we have a beautiful display, newly expanded, of more 

than 150 dealers and consignors specializing in everything from furniture to 
jewelry. MCM, Art Deco, Primitive, Signs, Tools, Glassware, Albums, nestled 
BEHIND the Michigan City Antique Market. Follow our colorful  doors down 
a short lane. Plenty of parking. Open 9-5 daily. Call Lori at (219) 544-1741 

for information. Nani’s Dealers Welcome You!
GARAGE SALE: 400 El Portal Drive, Michiana Shores

Saturday, June 1, 8:30a.m.-4 p.m. • Sunday, June 2, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

HOME WATCH
NOW IN OUR SEVENTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES

Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com 
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL 

Office Space
Professional, newly refurbished office suites for lease. Furnished, shared 

conference room, utilities, Internet, ample parking all included. Flexible terms, 
rents start at $400/mo. Located in Commerce Square. (219) 363-4545.

Commercial Space at 39 S. Whittaker St., New Buffalo, MI
This space, located in the heart of New Buffalo, is just a 5 min. walk from 
town and 10-min walk from the marina. 39 S. Whittaker was gut-rehabbed 
in 2010 in an eco-friendly manner. This 1,200 sq foot space has an open 
layout and is bright and well lit. A fully working kitchen and half bath com-
plement the private back office and side entrance. There is extra storage 

space in the basement accessible from the back office. There are two 
guest parking spots in the front of the building and two private spots in the 

back. Call (708) 660-0885

RENTALS INDIANA
40’ BOAT SLIP RENTAL: $3,300 for the 2024 season

Marina Park East
Power & water included. Gated private parking. AC bathhouse.

 Picnic area. On Trail Creek across from B&E Marine. Walking distance to 
the beach, zoo, Blue Chip Casino, outlet mall, good restaurants.

Call/text Kim at (219) 670-1659.

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com
mailto:landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/JAjSTGtsRQHoBc7S7
mailto:anneblasko@gmail.com
mailto:aquavacationrentals@gmail.com
mailto:richnygren@msn.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
http://www.mihomewatch.com
mailto:jim@infinitymichiana.com
http://www.infinitymichiana.com


May 30, 2024Page 38
THE

A NEW EXPERIENCE 
HAS ARRIVED

BOOK YOUR TRULY ONE-OF-A-KIND EXPERIENCE TODAY
WEDDINGS • CORPORATE RETREATS • FAMILY REUNIONS • SCHOOL DANCES • PARTIES • SPECIAL MOMENTS

Sitting on 473 breathtaking acres of wildlife preserve and classified forest, and complemented by three private 
lakes, our estate offers a blend of luxury and outdoor activity for large groups. Our lodge can comfortably sleep 
40 guests with more than 20 beds giving everyone dedicated space and privacy. The estate includes a tennis/

pickleball court, basketball court, movie theater, miles of groomed trails for hiking and biking, world class 
sport fishing, and much more. From the lodge, guest house, indoor pool house, party barn, climate controlled 

underground tunnels, and everything in between, your perfect event starts here at The Lodge at Rush Lakes Estate.

40 GUESTS / 10 BEDROOMS / 16 BATHROOMS / 3 PRIVATE LAKES

SCAN TO LEARN MORE

SOLD BY FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT

LOGAN & JENNA RUSH 
219.500.6964 | www.rushlakes.com

http://www.rushlakes.com
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MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

1514 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Dream lakefront retreat on the serene shores of Lake Michigan located in the Sheridan Beach community of Michigan City, 

the perfect blend of luxury, convenience, and breathtaking natural beauty. Lake views grace every room with sunsets over the 

Chicago skyline and perk of the natural foredune in your backyard. Kitchen with all stainless steel appliances and 3 glass sliders 

to the massive wrap around deck. Main level primary bedroom with updated en-suite bathroom, cedar walk-in, and deck access. 

Additional primary bedroom with en-suite bathroom, 2 additional bedrooms, bonus gathering room, and 3 balconies upstairs. 

Walk-out basement with rec room, full bathroom, butlers pantry, and 5th bedroom currently used as a home office. 2-car 

attached garage and rare parking for 6+ cars off of Lake Shore. Short-term rental options available. This lakefront gem is waiting 

for you to fill it with memories of life at the lake for years to come, schedule your showing today!

David Albers ................219.728.7295 
Kylee Caudle ................219.221.0678
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952
Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902
Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324
Susie Yemc....................219.617.3731

PRICE ADJUSTED

LONG BEACH, IN • 5 BEDROOM • 3.1 BATHROOM • $2,350,000

http://www.thebeacher.com
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1607 S Willow Bend Dr.,
La Porte

FEATURED PROPERTY

Sleeps 10 / 3 Bedroom 2 Bath
*Hot Tub
*Fire Pit

*Close to Beach
*Great Rates

Hosted by: Ashlan Siford
Book @ mtmpremier.com

Sleeps 6 / 3 Bedroom 2 Bath
*Modern Log Cabin

*Fire Pit
*Close to New Buffalo

*3 Porches
Hosted by: Meghan Maddox
Book @ mtmpremier.com

Sleeps 4 / 1 Bedroom 1 Bath
*Walking Distance to:

Outlet Mall
Restaurants

Washington Park
Hosted by: Robin Willoughby
Book @ mtmpremier.com

Nestled in one of the most sought-after neighborhoods in
LaPorte, this newly remodeled home presents a rare opportunity
to live in a serene setting with captivating pond views. The heart
of this home is the living area with a brick fireplace and large
windows that not only flood the interior with natural light, but
also frame the stunning views of the tranquil pond, creating a
picturesque backdrop to daily life. With this prime location, this
house is not just a place to live but a lifestyle choice. Close to

schools, parks, and businesses, this location makes it convenient
to blend the convenience of being part of the community while

living with the tranquility of nature. All new GE kitchen
appliances and a new water heater!

THIS IS A MUST SEE!!!!!!


