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Lori Steinman lovingly decorates every nook and cranny of her Michigan City home for Christmas. All photos by Bryan Lawler.

Santa’s workshop at the North Pole has nothing
on Lori Steinman.

For starters, she’ll have 12 fully decorated Christ-
mas trees throughout her century-old Charles Street
house that’s been her home for the past 38 years.

But she doesn’t stop there. The bedrooms, kitch-
en, bathroom and basement all get a generous serv-
ing of her special holiday magic. Her favorite room
is the kitchen, which features Christmas-themed

glassware, silverware and gingerbread houses
nearly everywhere.

There are gingerbread houses, ornaments of ev-
ery size, shape and color, strings of twinkling lights,
Christmassy bed sheets in the bedrooms and a nearly
full-sized Santa emblazoned on the shower curtain.

And no bathroom is complete without Christmas-
themed toilet paper.

Continued on Page 2
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B / ,]_[ catch the Christmas spirit. Her house is over-the-
go lg or (jo ome top. Every nook and cranny is decorated for the hol-
Continued From Page 1 idays. She loves doing it.”

Tompkins became acquainted with Steinman be-
Steinman’s Yuletide labor of love is nearly a year-  cause her late brother, Dan, lived two doors down
round passion project between setting up, taking from her.
down, storing away and scouring garage sales for “He had some health issues,” she said, “and Lori
Christmas treasures. and her husband Tony (Anthony Steinman) were
“If T see something p-l T 4 kind enough to look af-
: = s .,

that says Christmas at |
a garage sale, I usually |
tell myself: T11 find a
home for this.” About
99 percent of it, I man-
age to squeeze in. But
I'm not a hoarder. 'm
a collector,” she says
while proudly offering
The Beacher a tour of
her Christmas won-
derland.

Steinman’s  collec-
tions include an M&M
“museum” and one for
Smurfs, the tiny blue
creatures that live
in mushroom-shaped
houses in the forest.

She’s a collector
with a strong sense
for the aesthetic. The
Christmas scenes and
settings she creates
are as well arranged
as the department
store windows at the
old Marshall Field’s in
Chicago’s Loop.

“You have to go
through her home a
couple of times to fully
appreciate what she

ter him. They are very
caring people.”

Tompkins added, “I
hope Lori keeps it up be-
cause it makes people so
happy and gets them in
the Christmas spirit.”

The Christmas spir-
it percolates through
Steinman’s blood-
stream. As the sixth of
nine children in a Cath-
| olic family that lived on
Ohio Street, Steinman
says Christmas was se-
rious business at her
~ house while growing up.
. “Every piece of tin-
| sel had to be in place,”
Steinman recalled of her
family’s intricately deco-
rated home during the
holidays.

Go big or go home is
the spirit.

Having inherited the
“decorate-for-Christ-
mas bug,” Steinman
says after leaving the
family home, she lov-
ingly adorned her small
apartments with all
things Christmas.

Frosty the Snowman appears with rolls of Christmas-themed toilet paper

has done,” says Trish in Steinman’s bathroom. When she and her
Tompkins, a  Trail husband bought their
Creek resident who makes it a point to visit Stein-  Charles Street home in the late 1980s, her holiday
man’s home every holiday season. decorating reached an even grander scale. Their

“We go to her house annually to enjoy her deco- residence was judged the best decorated home in

rations,” she continued. “We try to bring someone  Michigan City as part of a city-sponsored contest.
different every year so they can experience it and Steinman says the award recognized the home
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The “Reindeer Flight School” is among the tiny buildings in the
Christmas village arranged by Steinman.

with the best exterior lighting and decorations.
These days, her focus almost exclusively is on the
inside of her home, although a string of colorful ex-
terior lights runs along the roofline.

Inside, there are enough holiday lights to illumi-
nate Ames Field. She relies on a touch of modern tech-
nology to create the old-timey holiday magic: “Hey
Google, turn on living room 1...Hey Google, turn on
living room 2...Hey Google, turn on living room 3.”

Upon her voice commands, a brilliantly garnished
room comes to life. The annual spike in her electric-
ity bill is more than offset by the joy the lighting
brings to her, and those who get to marvel at Stein-
man’s holiday arrangements throughout the home.

No one loves it more than her 6-year-old grand-
son, Elliott. Like his grandmother, Elliott firmly
believes in Santa. Steinman’s four other grandchil-
dren are older, but still revel in their grandmother’s
holiday décor.

One of Steinman’s daughters, Angel, who lives in
Rolling Prairie, often pitches in on the decorating.

Continued on Page 4

Steinman creates gingerbread people and houses to celebrate Christmas.

Take
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Go Big or Go Home

Continued From Page 3

Older daughter Nikki and her family live in sub-
urban Detroit. Another part-time neighbor lends a

hand, but the lion’s share of the
work belongs to Steinman.

She decorates her home for
Easter, but not to the magnitude
of Christmas. Steinman does
no decorating for Halloween be-
cause Project Christmas is well
under way by mid-October.

The recent Christmas holidays
have been bittersweet for Stein-
man. Her husband died of com-
plications from COVID-19 short-
ly before Christmas in December
2021. He was 59. Steinman, a
home healthcare worker, also
contracted COVID, but survived.

She thinks often of Anthony
while preparing the home for
the holidays.

“I can almost hear him asking me: ‘How much
longer will it take to do all this?,” Steinman says as
her voice clutches while recalling a cherished mo-

ment of their time together.

Once all the decorations, lights and ornaments
are hung with care, Steinman switches gears and
begins baking cookies and other treats for an annu-
al holiday celebration with some 60 family, friends

Gingerbread creations on display in a cabinet.

and neighbors. They gather on Christmas Day in
the home’s festively decorated basement to play

games, open presents and
share holiday memories,
all accompanied by Stein-
man’s favorite Christmas
music.

“Most of the neighbors
think I’'m crazy for doing all
this,” Steinman says. “But
I'm still a kid at heart.”

She lists “Prancer”,
“It’s a Wonderful Life”, “A
Christmas Story,” “Frosty
the Snowman” and “Ru-
dolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer” as among her favorite
Christmas movies and TV
shows.

For anyone thinking of

emulating Steinman’s own Christmas extravagan-

zas, she offers this advice: “It takes a lot of work.
You have to have a strong desire to do this. Other-
wise, you will be frustrated. But it’s all worth it in

the end because it’s Christmas.”

o .
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Christmas figurines on clouds of cotton with a Frosty the Snowman lampshade in the background.
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Lubeznik Center for the Arts,
101 W. Second St., will host its free
First Friday, complete with music,
art, hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar,
from 5-8 p.m. Dec. 5.

The Holiday Artisan Market will

be open, with LCA members re- |

ceiving a 10 percent discount.

Krueger Middle School’s Ad-
vanced Chorus, directed by Shirley
Allen, will perform at 6 p.m. The
ensemble features seventh- and
eighth-graders chosen through a
formal application and vocal audi-
tion. They will present a medley of
holiday songs.

On display in LCA’s NIPSCO
Art Education Studios an exhibit
by Area Artist Association member
Laurel Izard. Also, “2025: A Year in

Free First Frlday at Lubeznik Center

Live music is by a Krueger Middle School chorus. Provided photo.

Retrospect” features work by artists from Paladin  Bates Barnes will sign copies of her new book, Steps
and The Social & Learning Institute. Since 2008, to Finding Balance In A State of Confusion. The
LCA has provided free weekly art classes to adults  guide presents five actionable steps to help regain
with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  balance and inner peace.

The Duneland Health Council-supported exhibit Contact LCA Marketing Manager Jessie Sexton

runs through Dec. 31.

at (219) 874-4900 or jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org

Activist, author and licensed counselor Amanda  for more details.

KARWICK PLAZA 879-4671

ONLINE ORDERING NOW
AVAILABLE AT ALL S'I'ORES'

We’ve made shopping easy! Just visit the App store or Google Play and download the app. Or
visit us at alssupermarkets.com, sign in and place your order. Your personal shopper will pick
your order with the utmost care and call or text you before making any substitutions, if necessary.
Choose curbside pick-up for a $5.00 fee or pick a delivery time, for a $15 fee, no matter how
large or small the order. (Age verification required for alcohol purchases.) So shop where you
feel comfortable with the quality, selection and employees. Shop with your good friends at Al's!

OPEN DAILY 7 AM - 9 PM  www.alssupermarkets.com B3 Ficctook
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Harbor Country Slngers Annual Hollday Concert

Harbor Country Singers will perform a blend of Christmas and Hanukkah music.

Harbor Country Singers, a community outreach
of School of American Music, will present its holiday
concert, “Home for the Holidays,” at two different
venues.

Performances are at (all times Eastern) 4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 6, at Episcopal Church of the Media-
tor, 14280 Red Arrow Highway, Harbert, Mich., and

 St. Stanislaus Kostka
'~ Catholic School

1506 Washington St, Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-2258 » saintstans.com

at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7, at The Acorn, 107 Genera-
tions Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Both are free, with
donations accepted. Tickets for The Acorn perfor-
mance can be reserved at www.acornlive.org.
Attendees can take non-perishable food donations
for the local nonprofit Neighbor by Neighbor. Re-
quested items include pull-tab cans of soups, stews,
tuna, ravioli, spaghetti or other easy-to-heat meals.
The program will feature a blend of Christmas and
Hanukkah music, including “It’s the Most Wonderful
Time of the Year,” “Sing Noel, Noel!,” “Home for the
Holidays,” the Barenaked Ladies’ rendition of “God
Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen/We Three Kings,” “Carol
of the Bells,” “Silent Night” and “The Dreidel Song.”
The concerts will feature area musicians, including a
brass quintet and a piano, guitar and bass trio.
Harbor Country Singers is supported by a grant
from Pokagon Fund, SAM, donations and Episco-
pal Church of the Mediator. Contact SAM at (269)
409-1191 or SchoolofAmericanMusic@gmail.com for
more details, and follow SAM on Facebook or visit
www.schoolofamericanmusic.com

Saturday, December 6th
10 AM -2PM
Long Beach Community Center Gym
2501 Oriole Trl. - Long Beach, IN - 46360

LD r:al' 4] f‘ﬁS ane

unique gifte!
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The market has not changed much.
More below. But there are interesting
things happening in the real-estate
marketing world.

Some of the largest brokers are
creating their own internal Multiple
Listing Service (MLS) operations to
sell the property “in-house” before
they put it into the MLS. Sometimes,
they put the transaction into the
MLS once it has sold to take credit.
Double Dip means more money for
the Brokerage. That is true.

| really have trouble believing that a
limited marketing program is better
than an all-out marketing operation.
Like the property will sell for more if
it is exposed to fewer people.

Ask your listing agent what they do.
See if you think it is the best way to
sell your property.

One large broker has picked a fight
with Zillow. They say Zillow is being
unfair because it refuses to take
listings that were first marketed only
to the large broker’s client list even
for just a period of time.

Zillow is irritating me by refusing to
post Matterport 3-D tours because
Matterport now is owned by a
competitor: Homes.com. That is a
real shame. Matterportis awonderful
way to show your property. Most of
the other public portals are showing
Matterport and Drone videos.

Final words

The market has been good along the
lake. People with money are buying
second homes. It’s still true to say
that it is not priced right if there is no
offer in 30 days. But median time on
market is getting longer. It is now a
bit longer than 30 days.

0:269.469.5635 Ext. 302

C: 269.612.0505
Dan COffey E: Dan@DanCoffey.com

W: www.remaxhc.com

>
S
=)
c
=)
(o}
(3]
S
o
o}
L
)
<

GOODS & HEROES

5:30—8:30PM

LET’S KNIT, CROCHET OR MAKE POM POMS!
THIS IS US IN COMMUNITY. A FREE EVENT. NOT A CLASS.
ALL LEVELS WELCOME.

$

DECEMBER DATES JUST ADDED!

Sunday
Monday & Tuesdays

CLASSES
Hats! Conls | Gearves!

With Teachers
Barbara Englebert and Stacy Nelson

Check the schedule at goodsandheroes.com

STORE HOURS
SAT 11AM —6PM
SUN,THU, FRI piaan
NOON —5PM M%,’jw!
MON, TUE, WED
NOON—8:30PM

PRIVATE PARKING ¢ DOGS WELCOME » REFRESHMENTS SERVED

QUESTIONS & SUGGESTIONS? E-MAIL US!
yarn.haus@goodsandheroes.com

7 MAPLE

FOLLOW US THREE A?:?.gls(s
@en
gh_yarnhaus OA KS goodsandheroes.com

M
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December Makers Market

ABIGAIL HAYDEN INTERIORS § [ESIG BN : Artspace Gallery will host its December Mak-
SUEE ers Market, complete

AN i, R B with artists, music and

Full Service Residential A | ool | A E X refreshments, from 2-6

Interior Design Studio in | o - . pm. Friday-Sunday,
Downtown Michigan City! ' [ AN i QU o | ] Dec. 5-7, at‘ Artspace
e e | -~ LI @ B 000 e Uptown Artist Lofts,
717 Franklin St.
Coinciding with First Friday festivities and Sat-
urday’s Festival of Lights Parade, the market will
feature wall art, prints, clothing, quilts and home
goods.
Live music by local artist Woodie Lawson, along
with hot cocoa and other food, will be available.

Call to schedule your design consultation today!

269-762-2997

Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers President Pat Fisher
will highlight Michigan winter wildlife adaptations
from 1-3 p.m. EST Saturday, Dec. 6, at Grand Mere
State Park, Stevensville, Mich.

Fisher also will showcase the park, itself, which is
nearly 1,000 acres of undeveloped wetlands, woods,
sand dunes and beach. Protected from Lake Michi-
gan by the dunes to the west, the park has natural
features not found throughout the rest of the state.
In 1968, it was designated a National Natural Land-
mark. A recreation passport is required.

5 The 1.5-mile hike is described as moderate. An
All-Terrain Rollator may be reserved on a first-
come, first-served basis by filling out the brief form
at https://harborcountryhikers.org/rollator.

S AT U R D AY D E C 2 0 Visit www.harborcountryhikers.org or its Face-
) book page for more details.
AT TABOR HILL WINERY & RESTAURANT
A decadent brunch buffet featuring both Festival of Lights Parade
classic favorites and chef-inspired dishes.
Michigan City will host its Festival of Lights Pa-
$50/adults | $25/kids rade, followed by the Festival of Lights display in

Qha gt Washington Park, starting at 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec.

6. The parade heads along Franklin Street through
Uptown Arts District.

LEARN MORE

Michigan City’s
Best Kept Secret!

ST. STANISLAUS CONVENT @

RESALE SHOpP
1501 Franklin St.

Michigan City, IN 46360
TABOR HILL WINERY & RESTAURANT

185 MT TABOR RD « BUCHANAN, MI 49107 (219) 874-4743

TABORHILL.COM Open Friday-Saturday
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
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Make 2026 the Gift of a Lifetime!

Pottawattomie Country Club prides itself on being one of the few clubs with no tee times and
No waiting. And here’s the exciting thing: \We are inching closer to member capacity.

If you've been thinking about joining a country club, then we have an offer for you!
Our current initiation is $5000 and monthly dues. In January, our initiation moves to $7500
and monthly dues. Pay the $5000 initiation now and start paying dues in April or May.
We offer a similar program with our social memibership.

We are here to give you a personal tour and answer any questions you may have.

Book a tour tocday!

Call Matt Wooldridge, General Manager at (219) 872-8624
https:/www.pottawattomie'com/ - 1900 Springland Ave:, Michigan City IN 46360
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Bailly Family Exhibit

“From a Bailly Point of View,” an exhibit about
the pioneer Bailly family told through objects they
owned, runs through April 26, 2026, at Porter County
Museum (PoCo Muse), 20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso.

The exhibit is in the Eunice Slagle and Montague/

SACRED DUNES Urschel galleries.

“Native American-European heritage and its
INTEGRATIVE HEALTH ‘ commitment to Roman Catholicism are key ele-

ments of the story,” Executive Director Kevin Mat-
M AS s AGE thew Pazour said in a press release.

gl The focus not only is on Joseph Bailly, but also

* * * * * s: three generations of Bailly women: his widow, Ma-

> rie, daughter, Rose, and granddaughter, Frances.

Items displayed include an 18th century traveling

Support Health’ Wellness trunk, household utensils, Catholic devotional ob-

and Relaxation! ~ jects, souvenirs from a European vacation and a
gown that may have been worn to Abraham Lin-

BOOK NOW!| | “hmn
® The museum is open from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tues-

‘7‘!_ day-Sunday, with free admission. Free half-hour
Contact Us f | guided tours are at 10 a.m. the third Saturday of
- each month. Visit www.pocomuse.org or find @poco-

Call/txt 219.262.0034 muse on social media for more details.

130 Commerce Square =
Mlchlgan Clty, IN 46360 b KAC Family Fun Fest

Krasl Art Center will host its first holiday-themed
“XL Family Fun Fest” on Saturday, Dec. 6, at KAC,
707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich.

Those who arrive from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. EST receive
a $10 punch card, which affords access to a range of
activities tailored for children ages 5-12, although
all ages are welcome. That includes holiday-themed
carnival games, craft stations, face painting and a
cupcake or cookie decorating station.

Several activities do not require a punch card, in-
cluding a photo board for snapshots, scavenger hunt
and snacks. The Clay Guild Merry Maker’s Market
Sales is planned, while a holiday costume parade
is at noon EST. Puppeteer Jean Kuecher performs
“T’was the Night Before Christmas” at 1 p.m. EST.

Call (269) 983-0271 or visit www.krasl.org for
more details.

= .—1 GardSlebeod~-=_ & 'P:'_
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A New Way to Do Assisted Living

Locally owned boutique community with 33
assisted living suites & 30 memory care suites.
Just 15 minutes from Long Beach, enjoy
personalized care in a resort-style setting.
Experience trust, *:-,ufsf'_.r, and digni’r}'nbﬂcuusa

age is just a number at Bella Largo!

|

Book now to lock in 2025 prices!
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© L

Alistate

Matthew Karstrand
312.927.8489

matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

* Interior & Exterior Painting
» Design and Color Selection
Nothing beats personalized protection that » Cabinet Refinishing

suits your needs.  Industrial/Commercial
Auto, Home, Renters, Business . FU”U Insured

Eileen Mark, Agent .
219-961-9528, eileenmark@allstate.com Family Owned

2-4 p.m.
Inside the Information Center

Saturday, Dec. 6

Saturday, Dec. 13
Saturday, Dec. 20

12

New Stores

since last holiday season!

Holiday Hours:

Monday-Saturday — 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday —10 a.m.-6 p.m.

<O

LIGHTHOUSE PLACE
PREMIUM OUTLETS

A SIMON CENTER
601 Wabash St., Michigan City, IN



mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

www.thebeacher.com 2’%&% Page 13

Arlene Beglin Real Estate

Arlene Beglin, Owner / Broker
(219) 872-4811 arlenebeglin@gmail.com

Kristen Beglin Jacobucci, Associate Broker
(312) 493-8360 buccil3@comcast.net

5 W Golfwood
Beverly Shores
New- Construction!

3 Bedrooms

3.5 Bathrooms

Living Room, Kitchen, and Study/Office
on Main Floor

Single-Car Heated Garage
Large Deck
Finished Basement

2500 Square Feet
$594,900

7 S Shore Ave
Beverly Shores

Charming 5 bedroom, 1 bathroom
cottage just one block from the lake.

Newer furnace and hot water heater.
Plenty of parking for guests.

In need of TLC. Sold as is.

$499.,000
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Sunday Letters

I was sitting in Sarasota — my winter home, the
one with the sunrises that still take my breath away
every morning — when I came across The Sunday
Letter Writing Project on social media. Believe me,
I wasn’t looking for a new ritual. The post described
writing one letter every Sunday, not as a task but
as “a weekly invitation to balance...to recalibrate,
reconnect and return home.”

Return home. With my family spread between
North Carolina, New Jersey and Illinois — my
four children building lives of their own, my sev-
en grandchildren busy growing up out of sight —
“return home” is a phrase that lands with a quiet
ache. Home for me now is seasonal: Sarasota dur-
ing the winter and Duneland Beach in the summer.
My people, my roots, are far from the swaying palm
trees outside my window.

As I scrolled through the comments, quotes and
heartfelt messages on The Sunday Letter Writing
site, I felt myself drawn in. With each story of people
putting pen to actual paper, I drifted back in time.

In the early years of our marriage, my husband
and I received letters from his Granny Irma. They
arrived like clockwork. Each handwritten letter
stretched over several pages — sometimes long
enough that I needed another mug of tea mid-read.
She wrote about everything: becoming a widow

LI NATURALLY WOO

Financing and
FURNITURE & MATTRESS

Layaway Available
E-=E
naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com

Monday - Saturday 10AM - 6PM, Sunday 11AM - 3PM

nectar R

MATTRESS GALLERY

FLEXSTEEL
Matumly Comifortobls

THERAPEDIC . = .
caasTEn @ catnapper ).

1106 East U.S. Hwy 20 FURNITURE COLLECTION

Michigan City, IN 46360 ——

Call or Text 219-872-6501

That Girl,
This Life

Julie McGue

at 30, the folks she chatted with over coffee and a
sweet roll at the local diner, or a childhood memory
that surfaced while she was peeling potatoes.

What struck me then — and still does now — was
not just the content of her letters, but the craft.
The loops in her handwriting, the confident slant,
the neat and evenly spaced lines. Her voice was
strong, warm, unmistakably hers. Reading her let-
ters, especially aloud, felt like she was sitting across
from us, perched on the edge of her chair, telling
her stories in that loud, raspy voice. Even more re-
markable was the consistency: all of my husband’s
cousins received the same steady correspondence —
each letter tailored to its recipient, full of care, life
and Granny’s unmistakable storytelling.

So when I stumbled on the letter writing project,
I was intrigued. A weekly invitation to write a letter
— just one, every Sunday. But, as I do before com-
mitting to anything, I researched. Because if I'm go-
ing to invite spurts of guilt over not writing a letter,
I’'d at least like to know what I'm signing up for.

In a world buzzing with instant messages, group
chats and emoji reactions, the project encourages
stepping back — choosing ink, choosing paper —
and dedicating a small, protected corner of time
each Sunday to write. The letter can go to anyone: a
friend, a family member, someone you miss, someone
you don’t know, even yourself. They offer ideas when
youre stuck, from their “Library of Letters.” The
whole tone is gentle, encouraging, handmade — very
much like Granny Irma’s voice, now that I think of it.

One detail from the feed lingered with me: a note
that “518 people will be sitting down with a paper
and pen today.” I imagined those folks — scattered
across different places, gathered around the same
quiet act. It reminded me of the community Granny
Irma unknowingly created with her grandchildren,
each one receiving a letter meant only for them. She
didn’t call it a ritual. She simply wrote: consistent-
ly, lovingly. But the effect was the same: connection
and belonging.

I saved every letter Granny Irma sent us, tucking
them into shoeboxes that have become little time
capsules. Someday, my children will inherit those
letters. They’ll laugh at her tales about working as
a switchboard operator and perhaps feel a twinge
of empathy for a single mother in the 1940s rais-
ing five children. They’ll hold those pages and see



www.thebeacher.com

%

who she was, what she found funny, what she hoped
for. They’ll see her handwriting slanting across the
paper and feel her presence, just as I did on those
readings with a mug of tea in hand.

Scrolling through The Sunday Letter posts, I re-
alized how long it’s been since I offered my family
that kind of presence. My messages these days are
quick — sent from stoplights or checkout lines or
the couch, thumb-typed half-distractedly. No one is
saving them in a shoe box. They don’t smell faintly
of paper. They don’t sound like me the way my own
handwriting does, messy as it is. I realized some-
thing else, too. I miss receiving letters, and I miss
writing them.

So this Sunday, I'm going to pick up a pen. Not the
quick digital shorthand I send from my phone, not
the efficient check-in or shared photo, but something
slower. Something that carries a little of Sarasota’s
winter sun, a little of my voice, a reminder that I
think of my family, every day, even from miles away.

I'm going to write to each of them — not all at
once, not in a rush, but one letter at a time. Four chil-
dren, seven grandchildren. Eleven small invitations
to pause, hear my voice and read my stories. Maybe
I'll write about the herons and the warm mornings
on the tennis court. Maybe I'll share family history
the way Granny Irma did. Maybe I'll just write, “I
was thinking of you today,” and let that be enough.

And perhaps, one of them will fill a shoebox
with my handwriting. And their children, or their
children’s children will hear me in the loops and
crossed-out words. Maybe they’ll know that even
though I lived between my favorite places — Dune-
land Beach and Sarasota — my heart kept return-
ing to them.

This Sunday, then: paper, pen, envelope. A small
ritual. A way back across the miles. A way to say,
like Granny Irma did: Here I am. I am thinking of
you. Sit with me for a moment.

FL‘AGSH'IP
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LIT! — A Contemporary, llluminating Experience

The parallel series of suspended modular panels by Maria Burundarena. Photo by Linda Weigel.

What is light?

Contemporary artist James Turrell said, “Light
is not so much something that reveals, as it is itself
the revelation.”

Indeed, in the hands of a visual artist, “light”
transforms, becoming the primary subject expressed
through a variety of media, including painting, pho-
tography and architecture.

A must-see exhibit for its contemporary approach
runs through Feb. 15, 2026 at Lubeznik Center
for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. “LIT” features site-
specific installations by Maria Burundarena (Hynd-
man Gallery) and Luftwerk (Brinka-Cross and Su-
san Block galleries).

LCA Curator Whitney Bradshaw said she reached
out first to Luftwerk artists Petra Bachmaier and
Sean Gallero, excited they were willing to create
new site-specific pieces for LCA.

“I had been following Maria Burundarena’s work
for the last few years and have enjoyed her approach
to site-specific installation, employing materials
that were quite different than Luftwerks, but were
also activated by color, light, material exploration
and clearly responsive to specific environs,” she said.

With that in mind, I entered Hyndman Gallery to

The = =
Inquisitive
Artist

Linda Weigel

see a parallel series of suspended modular panels:
refracting, shimmering, textural and illuminating.
The surface quality of the panels, in combination
with the soft, pinkish lighting against the curving
back wall, set a poetic tone. Stillness, almost rever-
ential, combined light with the reflective foil surface
created a secular/spiritual time and place. I wasn’t
expecting that. I later learned the first row of pan-
els was specially created for the Hyndman, thus
transforming the gallery into an immersive experi-
ence, one that encourages the viewer to step in and
around, to move among the three paneled rows.

Burundarena wrote, “My background is in fash-
ton design and when I came to Chicago to pursue
my MFA in Fiber and Material Studies, I gradually
moved into installation.”
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She continued.

“I began working with projection mapping, light
and large-format printing as ways to contour and
wrap space. I often say that my installations ‘dress’
architecture rather than bodies, and I’'m very inter-
ested in how the body and space negotiate one an-
other. Installation, for me, is a way of proposing al-
ternative scenarios to the everyday.”

The series began in 2020-2021 in the wake of CO-
VID and George Floyd’s tragic death.

“During that time, I was thinking a lot about how
our relationships were mediated through screens —
rectangular formats that determined how we saw
each other,” she wrote.

Each suspended panel is a statement on its own.
Asked how she began these creations, she replied, “I
started working with a 36-inch wide format printer,
allowing the width of the printer to dictate the stan-
dardized dimensions of the panels.

“Instead of printing text or news, I printed an
archive of surfaces from public spaces in Chicago’s
Loop — textures, fractures, resides. The modules
are larger than the human body because I wanted
them to feel overwhelming, as if they were portals or
thresholds to another spatial condition.”

In addition to the panels, Burundarena has in-
cluded a number of reflective wall pieces, as well
as several black-and-white double-layered pieces
made of photographed organza, silk or satin, each
of which stand out as unique interpretations again
emphasizing the notion of fractures.

Leaving the Hyndman, I headed upstairs to the
new site-specific work Luftwerk created for “LIT!”

Bradshaw wrote that Luftwerk met her at LCA to
assess the upstairs galleries.

“Since they are always interested in responding
to specific architectural sites when creating their
light/color works that often reference natural light
and the shifting nature of it,” she wrote, “they were
most interested in creating something new for the
upstairs galleries which both connect to the outside,

the Brinka Cross Gallery by way of the prominent
circular skylight, and the Block Gallery by way of
the windows that look out over the lake.”

At the top of the stairs in Brinka Cross, I found
three crisp, white-rounded aluminum frames (“1/24,
2/24, 3/24 Hour Light”) with painted neon orange on
the inside. They appeared to be a counterpoint to the
room’s large circular skylight. Bradshaw said the
artists were excited to change the skylight by adding
the same neon orange, which shimmers and changes
as the natural light progress through the day.

Other wall pieces, including “Polychromatic: Cir-
cle A, 2024” and “Polychromatic: Horizon 1, 2024,”
also are constructed aluminum frames with a color-
ful center. They include an LED controller, allowing
that central hue to change as the day progresses.

That same reflective, warming halo appears in
their three-piece aluminum work “Radiance 45°,
Radiance 15° and Radiance 30°.” Set atop a shelf,
my first reaction was one of curiosity as to how the
simplistic forms were radiating the same warm
glow as the three circular works. Hint: They were
painted on the backside with neon orange.

Luftwerk’s new site-specific work can be found in
the Susan Block Gallery.

“It isn’t a video, but rather a static painting of 15
horizontal lines of color in varying widths that be-
comes animated with the addition of a custom LED
lighting sequence,” Bradshaw wrote.

“At times the sea catches fire” is illusionary and
captivating. Beautiful, thoughtful and calming.

Following in the tradition of 20th-century art-
ists concerned with light as subject matter, such as
Dan Flavin and James Turrell, Burundarena and
Luftwerk bring to the LCA art that exudes stillness,
contemplation, time and color. They draw the viewer
into a world of light: penetrating, sometimes subtle,
contemplative and singularly unique. I’ve returned
more than once just to experience the subtle beauty
of the space with these installations. I highly recom-
mend visiting before these exhibits close in February.

Luftwerk’s

“Radiance 45°, Radiance
15° and Radiance 30°.”
Photo by Linda Weigel.
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“Train Dreams” Finds Beauty ;-_ ¢
Amid Joy, Loss and Healing

by Andrew Tallackson
il

[

L

Felicity Jones and Joel Edgerton star in “Train Dreams.”

“Train Dreams” restores your faith in indepen-
dent moviemaking.

Don’t get me wrong. I love a good Marvel flick,
a “Jurassic” reboot, anything that accelerates the
flow of popcorn from bucket to mouth. That’s why
we go to the movies. For an escape.

Sometimes, though, a quiet little film comes along
that provides illumination into something greater.
That is the deceptive simplicity of Clint Bentley’s
“Train Dreams.” This is not a movie you watch...but
feel. On the surface, it is one man’s life in the early
days of the 20th century. Look a little closer, and
this Netflix film, based on Denis Johnson’s 2011 no-
vella, is an exploration of America. How the modern
world draws joy and heartache out of its people.

I found myselfbreathing differently during “Train
Dreams.” Like it was speaking to me as someone
who has lived enough to know a thing or two about
love, loss and regret.

In the film, we meet logger Robert Grainier (Joel
Edgerton, in a career best), who at first glance pos-
sesses no remarkable qualities. Nothing that sug-
gest his life in the Pacific Northwest will impact
others. He earns a living as part of the crew paving
the way for a railroad that will bridge the gap be-
tween people of considerable distance. Ironically, he
feels disconnected from others. Maybe it’s because
he was orphaned early in life.

<« . »
Train Dreams
Running time: 102 minutes. Netflix.
Rated R for some violence and sexuality.

Nonetheless, he finds meaning in his existence
upon meeting Gladys (Oscar-nominee Felicity
Jones). The actress creates a woman whose innate
goodness shines like a blinding light. And as Robert
and Gladys marry and have a daughter, we experi-
ence marriage as a series of fleeting, if impactful
moments where two people cement their life togeth-
er, the delicate score by Bryce Dessner (“Sing Sing”)
transforming the images into something close to po-
etry. Like viewing exquisite images preserved not
by pictures, but memories.

Edgerton, a dependably sturdy actor in whatever
film beckons (“Warrior,” “Zero Dark Thirty,” “The
Great Gatsby,” Apple TV’s “Dark Matter”), achieves
something difficult to capture on film. An untainted
pureness. In particular, he shows no judgment or
prejudice to people of color. There is one shockingly
funny moment involving a black man seeking ret-
ribution for injustice. Then, there is the incident
that taints his outlook. A Chinese railroad worker is
hauled off the job for no apparent reason and tossed
to his death. Bentley, as director, films the horrif-
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ic and racist act as a parallel
to today, with, as Robert de-
scribes it, a “casual matter-of-
factness” that is disturbingly
unacceptable.

That cruel, indefensible
act taints Robert’s existence,
where he fears having born
witness to it will exact a toll on
his own life.

“Train Dreams” then sends
Robert through an odyssey of
pain, alienation and partial
healing. Again, Dessner’s score
provides the aching reminder
of how Robert has been robbed
of joy. We see it all over Edger-
ton’s face. The anguish is there
in an understated way that is
just as powerful as intensely
dramatic grabs for Oscar glory.
And through Edgerton, we are
reminded of how life can be a
puzzle.

The movie, however, is not
just a detour into sadness.
There are moments where it’s like you can feel
Bentley, as a storyteller, placing a gentle hand on
your heart. Like through the great William H. Macy
(“Fargo”) as a fellow logger who finds life beautiful
even as it slips away from him. Or Oscar-nominee
Kerry Condon (“The Banshees of Inisherin”) as a
forestry services worker who knows a thing or two
about heartbreak.

By the end, “Train Dreams” is more than just the
trajectory of one man’s life. It is about accepting
life’s pain and uncertainty as part of the fabric of
human existence, all as America evolves into mo-
dernity.

PLUMBING
& HEATING
1600 Lake St., La Porte

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps,
Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters,
& Sewer Services

* Residential « Commercial ® Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You...
Small Enough To Know You...”

Kerry Condon (“The Banshees
of Inisherin”) provides one of the
film’s most moving scenes.

Again, deceptively simple. But so undeniably
moving.
Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com
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Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St.,
hosted “Sip & Style,” two days of boutique-style
shopping, on Nov. 22-23. The event featured a
cash bar and nine regional vendors, including Eric
Boyle, Rita Cochran, Anneke Dekker, Grace Doyle,
Esosea Edebiri, Naomi Elson, Dove Hornbuckle,
Shari Pundrich and Regan Dunleavy.

All photos by Kim Nowatzke.
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“Sisu: Road to Revenge” Offers More Gleeful Carnage
by Andrew Tallackson

Jorma Tommila returns as the brutal anti-hero now going after Russians in “Sisu: Road to Revenge.”

Not gonna lie: I love “Sisu” (2023). Was it silly?
Yep. Cartoonish? Absolutely.

Add ridiculously cathartic to the mix. World War
IT movies, out of proper respect to history, often de-
pict the targets of Nazi aggression as too blindsided
to defend themselves. But “Sisu,” Finland’s answer
to spaghetti westerns, introduced Jorma Tommila’s
man-of-few-words, Aatami Korpi: a hermit-like ter-
minator wildly creative at dispatching Nazis. The
violence was so Tarantino-extreme, you couldn’t
accuse it of crossing a line because it behaved like
the line never existed in the first place. You laughed
first out of shock, then with satisfaction in knowing
the Nazi SS never stand a chance against this guy.

That film was set in 1944. “Sisu: Road to Re-
venge” unfolds in 1946. Now, Russians are the focus
of Aatami’s blind fury. The story, if what exists can
be called that, falls into the same trap as many se-
quels, where it’s more of the same. Since we know
Aatami is indestructible, that the guy could prob-
ably withstand a nuclear blast, you just wait for the
carnage.

But what carnage! Returning writer-director Jal-
mari Helander knows how to craft killer action, and
when Aatami finds himself behind the wheel of a
truck, two bombers hot on his tail, you find yourself
giddy all over again, thrilled by the audacity of it.

The opening narration reminds us that Finland
ceded a portion of itself to the Soviet Union, part

(Yo )
Sisu: Road to Revenge
Running time: 89 minutes. In theaters. Rated R
for strong bloody violence, gore and language.

of the post-war peace treaty. Aatami sneaks into
that now-Soviet controlled area to retrieve portions
of his abandoned home to rebuild it elsewhere. His
goal is to honor his murdered family by retaining
the essence of them in the new dwelling.

The Soviets, however, want him dead, so they
send the very man who killed his family, Igor Dra-
ganov, to catch him. He’s played by “Avatar” heavy
Stephen Lang, an actor whose IMDB page confirms
he rarely plays a nice person. So, we know the mov-
ie will save the confrontation between Igor and Aat-
ami for last.

Early, we get a prolonged truck chase, the Rus-
sians in vehicles and motorcycles, that is nothing
new. “Raiders of the Lost Ark” perfected this spec-
tacle nearly 45 years ago, and few films since then
top Spielberg’s gift for action choreographed with
breathless ingenuity.

But then, those planes come after Aatami, and
the sequel kicks into high gear. Part of the fun of
these movies is akin to the “John Wick” series. Aat-
ami relies on anything he can get his hands on, any
quick change in direction, to defeat his pursuers.
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Stephen Lang plays another heavy: a Russian intent on killing Aatami.

Helander isn’t afraid to have the bad guys explode
or disemboweled by whatever it takes to get the job
done. The director loves his gore, and like Taran-
tino, he catches you off guard with it. Playing with
the timing of the violence, too, elicits a dazed reac-
tion from you.

And, boy, can Helander deliver a payoff. That
chase through the forest sees pieces of timber jogged
loose from Aatami’s truck, plowing across the front
of the vehicle. How he uses that setback to his bene-
fit may be one of the wildest scenes from both films.

By attaching the action to large, moving objects,
Helander forces himself to rethink how Aatami can
one-up himself. The big finish is set aboard a mov-
ing train, and how a ballistic missile serves mul-
tiple purposes in aiding Aatami’s trek toward Igor
inspires one laugh after another. Then, when all is
said and done, Helander ends things with the un-
expectedly moving sight of Finland’s people coming
together to aid one of their own.

Crazy? Of course. Pointless? Likely. Another wild
ride? Totally.

Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com
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Michigan City Public Library

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are:
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:

e 3-D Pen Workshop (ages 6-17) at 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 4. Meet in the children’s mak-
erspace, with no experience necessary. Children
12 and younger must attend with a parent or
guardian.

e Author Michael McColly at 5:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 4. McColly will read from and discuss
his book, Walking Chicago’s Coast: A 63-mile
Journey to the Indiana Dunes. The book blends
travelogue, memoir and environmental report-
age. Books will be available for McColly to sign.

e Needle Arts Club from 5:30-7 p.m. Thurs-
days. Join fellow artists to stitch needle art. A
variety of crafts are included. All skill levels and
ages are welcome, as is the sharing of skills.

e Holiday Stuffie Sleepover. Drop off a stuffie
(stuffed animal) Friday, Dec. 5, then pick it up
Monday, Dec. 8, and see what mischief they’ve
created. Early pickup may result in no photobook.

* Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4
p-m. Tuesdays. Harris can offer tips and advice

e Iec’rmrr of savary

Ireats for all your ¢ __"r_ Rt
g furry friends, And, % el Ko
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on how to research a family tree or find genealogi-
cal records.

¢ Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays. Create with LEGO WeDo,
Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozobots and 3-D pens.
Children 12 and younger must have a parent or
guardian attend with them.

e Board Game Night for Adults from 5-7:30
p-m. Tuesday, Dec. 9. A variety of board and
card games will be available.

e Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesday. Children
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook
page and website.

e December scavenger hunt. Find all the hid-
den holiday photos to win a prize, the locations
for which change weekly. Win a 3-D printed prize
for finding them.

e Art Exhibition Wall through Jan. 16. The
new solo exhibit is by Michigan City-based artist
Laura Kittle, who works in abstract and impres-
sionistic realism. Her art draws inspiration from
nature and Lake Michigan. Kittle has a bachelor
of art degree in fine arts, and received a Merit
Award at the 2025 Chesterton Women’s Club An-
nual Art Show.

e Hat, Mitten & Boots Collection through Dec.
15. The library is collecting boots, hats and mit-
tens for The Salvation Army. Drop off new or
gently used donations (adult or child size) to the
bucket under the slat wall.

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100

E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-

3049 for more details.

Christmas at Copshaholm

The annual Christmas at Copshaholm, complete
with Christmas trees on all three floors, is from 4-7
p-m. EST Sunday, Dec. 7 and 14, at South Bend’s
Oliver Mansion (The History Museum), 808 W.
Washington St.

Other decorations adorn fireplace mantels and
tabletops. Tours are self-guided, so visitors can
walk through the 38-room mansion at their own
pace. Docents on each floor can answer questions
about the home. Pianists will perform live music on
a Steinway piano in the music room. Games include
“Elf-on-the-Copsha-Shelf.” Children can decorate
ornaments and write a letter to Santa.

Reservations are strongly recommended at www.
historymuseumSB.org. The cost is $15, or $10 for
members, $5 for youth 6-17 and free for 5 and
younger. No entrance to the house is allowed after
6:30 p.m. EST. Visit www.historymuseumSB.org or
call (574) 235-9664, Ext. 6256, for more details.
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ATENTION
CLEVELANDZCLIFESZEMPLOYEES:

)f you are missing teeth and are in need
of dental implants, please call us today at
1.877.526.45%47 so that we can schedule
a complimentary examination and benefits
check for you and your family members!

Your dental implant coverage will truly help
you in achieving your health goals, and we will
work with you to create the Masterpiece Smile

you need, want, and deserve!

Dr. Leonard F. Anglis
1.877.526.45%7

Tropical Dental Resort Locations:

7549 South Court Street
Crown Point, IN 46507

2146 North Karwick Road
Michigan City/Pong Beach Area, IN 46360

American
W/ RedCross

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:

¢ First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-
Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 8.

e LaPorte County Career & Technical Education,
1001 U.S. 20, 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and

weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

LaPorte County Public Library

Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue
fines. Customers only will be charged for items they
damage, lose or never return.

The following programs are planned.:

e Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday,
Dec. 5, at the main library. The storytime in-
cludes rhymes, music and activities.

e Winter Watercolor from 2-4 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 6, at Coolspring Branch Library. Local
artist Michelle Juszkiewicz will teach essential
techniques, such as color mixing, brush control
and composition, while creating a winter-inspired
painting. Registration closes at 2 p.m. Saturday.

e Family Storytime from 11-11:30 a.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 8, at Coolspring Branch Library.
The focus is stories, songs and other activities.

e Homeschool Hub from 11 a.m.-noon Mon-
day, Dec. 8, at the main library Multipur-
pose Room. The focus is science lessons on ro-
bots, computers and other small machines.

¢ Choose Your Own Storytime from 4-4:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 8, at the main library Multi-
purpose Room. Structured around the Every
Child Ready to Read curriculum, children help
choose the books read during the program.

e Page Turners Book Club from noon-1 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 9, in the main library Meeting
Room B. The focus is Fannie Flagg’s A Redbird
Christmas.

e When I Grow Up from 4-5 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.
9, at the main library Multipurpose Room.
Each month, a local professional will share real-
life work experiences. This month’s speaker is lo-
cal elementary teacher Madelyn Dowty.

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.
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Saturdays | 2 P.M. - Bar Open Til Late Night
Sunday Champagne Brunch | 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.

Dinner specials available every night!
Please call for details (866) 625-6343

Planning a Wedding?
Jost with us in tie Tent!

We are your one stop-shop for
rentals, catering, beverage service
and hotel accommodations.
v Capacity for up to 250
v Customizable Menus

v Suitable for Rain

v Staffing Provided

% almost Thal seaton. ..
BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES ‘////;(

AT THE BREWERY LODGE! %
Our Atrium is the perfect spot to host!

SERVICE - CAPACITY FOR 50

PRIVATE BAR - DINNE

Located just off %
Exit 40 in 1
Michigan City e iy e ;

© 5727 N 600 W
Q. (866) 625-6343

Make Your Reservation at Brewerylodge.com

SCAN HERE FOR
MUSIC LINE UP

EVERY WEEKEND 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm
12/05 Allen Wright

12/13 Kris Dabu

12/06 - Jackalope 12/19 Andrew Denlinger

12/12 Tommy Thompson

EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT'_-_.4|
7:30 PM 1

$3

Drafts @
3pm

$4

Drafts @
4pm

$5

_Drafts @
Spm

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US!

The Loft & Backyard Lounge |
**DISCOUNTED RATES & ADDITIONAL OFFERINGS Z@/m

THROUGH THANKSGIVING/**
Scan the QR to submit an inquiry or visit

- - — ] — _
ZOIFNEIREWWORKS.COM/P IVATE-EVENTS-2 '“‘Tun
» to book!

FOOD HOURS

k MON. - THURS. 11 AM - 9 PM

% FRL & SAT. - 11 AM - 10 PM
SUN. 11 AM - 8 PM

PHONE: (219) 243-7157 1

605 E 9TH ST. MICH. CITY, IN  *Jai 2™

BOOK YOUR NEXT
MAJOR EVENT WITH
ust

ZORNBREWWORKS.COM

Home & auto. Bundle &
save.

Call me for a quote today

o StateFarm’

Warren Attar

Agent

106 Woodland Ct Suite 3

Michigan City, IN 46360

Bus: 219-874-4256
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
www.warrenattar.com

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company,
Bloomington, IL, State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX, State
Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

RECLAIM YOUR MOBILITY

Joseph Statz,MD

-Trained Total Joint Orthopedic Surgeon

Fellowship:

e Trained at Mayo Clinic e University of Notre Dame Alumnus

Specializing in:

¢ Direct Anterior Total Hip Replacement
¢ Robotic-Assisted Knee Replacement
The e VELYS Hip and Knee Technology
._a, Sﬂlllh Bcr[[l We are located at 211 North Eddy Street, South Bend, IN.
wm (Clinic

s wrwmm o G i mraare 1= rane

Callus at 574-237-9294, visit our website at

or

www.
scan the QR code to learn more!
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DINE IN » CARRY OUT « FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE ¢ $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm - Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

« Free Estimates « Refinish Hardwood

« Install Hardwood, - Install Tile
Vinyl & Engineered
Flooring
De Vl‘ies Tire CO 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.

Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219 874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

e COMPLETE o NEW
REMODELING CONSTRUCTION
ADDITIONS ROOMS

e CONSTRUCTION INC.

o SIDING ° CONCRETE

o DECKS 219-861-6341 o MASONRY

www.hullingsconstruction.com

* GARAGES e FLOORING

New Buffalo Township Library

e Hogwarts House Reading Challenge Party.
The program for participants only is from 4-4:45
p.-m. Wednesday, Dec. 3.

¢ Jolabokaflod Book Exchange and Celebra-
tion. The program is at 4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9.

* The Giving Tree. The program is under way.

Weekly programs

e Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays and 4 p.m. Thurs-
days.

e Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.

* Pajama Story Time at 6 p.m. Tuesdays.

e Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays
while supplies last.

e Teen Maker Space from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.

¢ Chess Club from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.

e Spanish Story Time at 10 a.m. Fridays.

e Essentrics Exercise for Seniors (gentle) at 10 a.m.
Fridays. The intermediate program is at 11 a.m.

e Lego Club from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Fridays and 9
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturdays.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Visit www.
newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or call (269) 469-
2933 for more details.

Christmas Concert

Michigan City Community Chorus will present its
Christmas concert at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7, at Im-
manuel Lutheran Church, 1237 E. Coolspring Ave.

Chorus members will perform songs, hymns and
medleys. Deb Topolski will direct, with Anthony
Holt providing accompaniment. Refreshments will
be served.

Beacher Delivery

Any time you do not receive your Beacher or
have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088,
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you
can let us know any issue or concerns.

checnne: o L sannoen LS

Counseling. Coaching & Beyond

It's time to lead the life you were meant to live!
219-878-0322 www.jeanneanncannon.com
jeanneanncannon@comcast.net



mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.jeanneanncannon.com
mailto:jeanneanncannon@comcast.net

www.thebeacher.com Beackes Page 31

Is UYowe Home Ready joe the Holidays?

Get a Serenity Bath or Shower Installed in as Little as a Day.

REGISTER TO

+
9 RING
Support the programs of
The Salvation Army

Ask about our Seasonal Discount!

T'E'ﬂf[‘y

Scan the QR code lI-uIIlQthwurﬁ
A Division of Columet Painting & Restoration El *n
Replacement Tubs and Showers = ﬂ'
Soaket Tubs _ﬁ @EcH
Low-Barrier Showers
nlumel Pninun
Tub-to-Shower Conversions .
Forall sarvices offered,
- Accessories and More visit calumetpainting.com
Factory-Trained Certified Installers or call 219-844-7501.

[=]

r visit: Register ' oRing.com

calumetpainting.com - 219-B44-7501
Call Today for Your FREE In-Home Consultation

*This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer.
Other restrictions may apply. 0% interast for 12 months or payments
as low as $99 per month. Financing subject to credit approval.

JOURNEYMAN DISTILLERY'S
NEW BRUNCH HOURS

Join us at either Journeyman Distillery location for

Brunch from10a-2p, Saturday’'s and Sunday'’s.

Enjoy handcrafted brunch menus, artisan cocktails, and a war’"fj
welcoming atmosphere inside our historic spaces.

f&:) SCAN FOR MORE
%] JOURNEYMAN.COM/EVENTS

THREE OAKS, MI | VALF
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Holiday Food Sale

Pre-order forms must be submitted by Dec. 1 for
an upcoming holiday food sale at Holy Trinity Ukrai-
nian Orthodox Church, 7396 W. Johnson Road.

The sale, by pre-order only, is Saturday, Dec. 20,
with pickup from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. The menu includes
Greek sausage (loukanico), potato and cheese piero-
gies, Ukrainian Red Borscht Soup and Louie’s Rosa
Marina Soup.

Email holytrinitymichigancity@gmail.com or call
(219) 363-3705 for forms. A selection of pastries will
be available the day of the sale.

Long Beach Holiday Market

Long Beach Holiday Market is from 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, at the Long Beach Commu-
nity Center gym, 2501 Oriole Trail.

The event features local artists.

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.
talk to ted it

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

Gomg to be gone for a while?

You can always read

THE

Beackes

on line in ifs enfirety

www.thebeacher.com

Get in Touch With Northwest
Indiana & Southwest Michigan'’s
HVAC Experts Today

m Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance
m Furnace & AC Installation
B Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers

m Air Duct Cleaning Mohidaa
@% Mechanical

HEATING & COOLING

219.200.0158 michianamechanical.com

Indiana Dunes State Park

The following programs will be offered.:

¢ Full Moon Hike at 6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 5. Meet
at the Nature Center for a two-mile moderate
hike to Lake Michigan and back.

¢ Feed the Birds B-I-N-G-O at 9:30 a.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 6. Join a naturalist at the Nature Cen-
ter to help fill bird feeders and play the game.

e Battle of the Dunes at 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
6. The Battle of Le Petit Fort, while marked by
historic signs and briefly mentioned in local his-
tories, remains a mysterious part of the Indiana
Dunes story.

e Beach Glass Wire-Wrapping Workshops on
Sunday, Dec. 7. Sessions are from 10:30 a.m.-
noon and 1:30-3 p.m. Learn the art of wire wrap-
ping to make beach-glass jewelry. The cost is $10,
and pre-registration is required.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-

terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

Barker Mansion

¢ Christmas Candlelight Tour at The Barker
Mansion from 6-8 p.m. Fridays, Dec. 12 and
26. The guided tour concludes with a holiday
sing-along. Tickets, which cost $25, can be re-
served online.

¢ Breakfast with Mrs. Claus & the Elves from
10-11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 13. The program
includes doughnuts, holiday crafts, stories and
singing. The $20 cost includes a self-guided tour
of the mansion.

e The Barker Christmas Cottage from 11 a.m.-
3 p.m. in December. The family event costs $5
per person. Mansion admission includes access to
the cottage. Make reservations online.

Barker Mansion is located at 631 Washington

St. Visit www.barkermansion.org to register for

programs or for more information.

Westchester Public Library

Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup
at its Thomas and Hageman branches.

Use a library card or go online to place holds on
up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fied the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.
While parked, call the library phone number posted
on the numbered space sign.

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at
100 Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-
7696) is located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.
Westchester Township History Museum (219-983-
9715) is located at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.
The Baugher Center is located at 100 W. Indiana
Ave., Chesterton.
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24 9'861 ] 632 QuartZ & Granite Luxul‘y Vlny1 Tile
DURING LIVE SHOWS TOpS Window Treatment

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World! o 1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, IN 46360

Office: 219-809-0445 www.wimsradio.com 219'878' 1720

Closed on Sundays
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In the Area

Dec. 4 — 3-D Pen Workshop (ages 6-17), 3:30
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 4 — Author Michael McColly, 5:30 p.m.,
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 5 — Free First Friday, 5-8 p.m., Lubeznik
Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Info: (219)
874-4900, jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org

Dec. 5-7 — Artspace Gallery December Makers
Market, 2-6 p.m., Artspace Uptown Artist Lofts, 717
Franklin St.

Dec. 5-8 — Holiday Stuffie Sleepover, Michigan
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219)
873-3049.

Dec. 6 — Long Beach Holiday Market, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., Long Beach Community Center gym, 2501
Oriole Trail.

Dec. 6 — Winter Watercolor, 2-4 p.m., Coolspring
Branch Library, 925 W. County Road 400 North.
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 6 —Michigan City Festival of Lights Parade/
Display, 4 p.m., Uptown Arts District.

Dec. 6-7 — Preserve Historic LaPorte 2025
Christmas Candlelight Tour of Historic Homes,
LaPorte. Hours: 4-8 p.m. Dec. 6/1-5 p.m. Dec.
7. Advance tickets/$25; day of tickets/$30.
Reservations/info: (219) 363-2094, p_ruminski@
yahoo.com, (219) 363-7485, tstabosz@yahoo.com

Dec. 7 — Michigan City Community Chorus
Christmas concert, 2 p.m., Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1237 E. Coolspring Ave.

Dec. 8 — Family Storytime, 11-11:30 a.m.,
Coolspring Branch Library, 925 W. County Road
400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 8 — Choose Your Own Storytime, 4-4:30
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 9 — Page Turners Book Club, noon-1 p.m.,
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave.
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 9 — When I Grow Up, 4-5 p.m., LaPorte
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Dec. 9 — Board Game Night for Adults, 5-7:30
p.-m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth

St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Through Dec. 21 — Holiday Show & Sale, The
Beverly Shores Depot Museum & Art Gallery, 525
S. Broadway. Holiday sale hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat., 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun.

Through Dec. 24 —Winter Wonderland ex-
hibit (Melissa Griffin, Dina Heijselaar, Madeleine
Schooley, Brian Teixeira), The Rising Phoenix Gal-
lery, 2817 Franklin St. Gallery hours: noon-6 p.m.
Thur.-Sat. Info: www.RisingPhxGallery.com

Through December — Christmas Cottage vis-
its, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washing-
ton St. Cost: $5/per person. Reservations: www.
barkermansion.org

Through Dec. 31 — “Create, Connect, Resist”
(work by The Resistance Artists of America), Ellen
Firme Gallery, 92 W. U.S. 12, Beverly Shores.

Through Dec. 31 — Michigan City Art League,
The Legacy Center Gallery, Queen of All Saints
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Hours: 6
a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6
a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com

Through Jan. 2, 2026 — Holiday Artisan
Market, Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W.
Second St. Info: jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org, (219)
874-4900.

Through Jan. 16 — Art Exhibition Wall
(Michigan City-based artist Laura Kittle), Michigan
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219)
873-3049.

Through Feb. 15, 2026 — “LIT! Site-Specific In-
stallations by Maria Burundarena and Luftwerk,”
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St.
Info: (219) 874-4900, jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in Michigan City — Adult Children
of Alcoholic and Family Dysfunction (ACA), 6 p.m.,
Trinity Episcopal Church, 600 Franklin St. Info:
(219) 801-1296.

First Monday of the Month (February,
April, June, August, October, December) —
Cancer Support Group, 5-6 p.m., Franciscan Health
Woodland Cancer Center Community Room, 8955
W. County Road 400 North, Michigan City. Info/
registration: (219) 861-5820.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181
W. McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3
p-m. Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Genealogy Help with Pat Harris,
1-4 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E.
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17),
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3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E.
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka
Catholic Church, 1506 Washington St. Doors open: 4
p.m. Bingo: 6 p.m. $40 entrance fee (includes specials
except Winner Takes All & Jackpot). Jackpot
consolation $300 guaranteed. Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays — Great Lakers Auto Club Cruise-In,
5 p.m., Al’s, 3535 Franklin St.

Second Tuesday of the Month — Stroke Sup-
port Group for Survivors and Caregivers, 2 p.m.,
Mother Maria Theresia Room, Franciscan Health
Michigan City, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: Kelly
Wise at Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meeting for Friends/
Family of Alcoholics, 6 p.m., Trinity Episcopal
Church, 600 Franklin Square. Enter at Sixth Street
Barker Hall side. Info: Candy at (708) 927-5287.

Thursdays — Needle Arts Club, 5:30-7 p.m.,
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 a.m.
Info: Jan at (219) 241-8757, Paula at (219) 588-
3127, www.oa.org

In the Region

Dec. 4 — Fall Finale & Annual Meeting, 6-8 p.m.
EST, Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph,
Mich. Free. Info: www.krasl.org

Dec. 5 — Full Moon Hike, 6 p.m., Indiana Dunes
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 6 — Chesterton Hometown Holiday Mar-
ket, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 220 Broadway, Chesterton. Info:
cathi@dunelandchamber.org, (219) 926-5513.

Dec. 6 — Feed the Birds B-I-N-G-O, 9:30 a.m.,
Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 6 — XL Family Fun Fest, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
EST, Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph,
Mich. Info: (269) 983-0271, www.krasl.org

Dec. 6 — Battle of the Dunes, 1 p.m., Indiana
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East,
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 6 — Harbor Country Hikers, 1-3 p.m. EST,
Grand Mere State Park, Stevensville, Mich. Info:
www.harborcountryhikers.org

Dec. 6 — Northwest Indiana Rusty Strings Com-
munity Orchestra concerts. First: 2 p.m./Pines Vil-
lage Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village
Circle, Valparaiso. Second: 6 p.m./Anderson’s Win-
ery and Vineyard, 430 E. U.S. 6, Valparaiso. Info:
www.NWIRustyStrings@gmail.com

Dec. 6, 7— Harbor Country Singers holiday con-
cert, “Home for the Holidays.” Times (Eastern): 4
p-m. Dec. 6/Episcopal Church of the Mediator, 14280
Red Arrow Highway, Harbert, Mich.; 4 p.m. Dec.
7/The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks,
Mich. Free, donations accepted. Acorn tickets: www.
acornlive.org. Info: www.schoolofamericanmusic.

com, (269) 409-1191.

Dec. 7— Beach Glass Wire-Wrapping Work-
shops, Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. Coun-
ty Road 25 East, Chesterton. Times: 10:30 a.m.-
noon/1:30-3 p.m. Cost: $10. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 7 — “Grant Fitch’s Christmas Carol,” 4th
Street Theater, 125 N. Fourth St., Chesterton. Tick-
ets/info: www.4thstreetncca.com, (219) 926-7875.

Dec. 7, 14 — Christmas at Copshaholm, 4-7 p.m.
EST, South Bend’s Oliver Mansion (The History Mu-
seum), 808 W. Washington St. Cost: $15, $10/ mem-
bers, $5/youth 6-17, free/5 & younger. Info: www.his-
torymuseumSB.org, (574) 235-9664, Ext. 6256.

Dec. 9 — Jolabokaflod Book Exchange and
Celebration, 4 p.m. EST, New Buffalo Township
Library, 33 N. Thompson St. Info: www.
newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org, (269) 469-2933.

Dec. 10 — New Buffalo Service League, 6:30 p.m.
EST, New Buffalo Yacht Club, 500 W. Water St.,
New Buffalo, Mich. Info: (209) 409-2191, pam_co-
vert@yahoo.com

Through Dec. 24 — Holiday Gift Gallery, Art
Barn School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, Val-
paraiso. Info: www.artbarnschool.org, (219) 462-9009.

Through Feb. 9, 2026 — “A Bear’s Natural
Habitat: The Return of Fozzie’s Studebaker,” The
Studebaker National Museum, 201 Chapin St.,
South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/
seniors 60 & older, $7/youth ages 6-18. Info: (888)
391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org

Through April 26, 2026 — “From a Bailly Point
of View,” Porter County Museum (PoCo Muse),
20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso. Museum hours: 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Tue.-Sun. Free admission. Info: www.
pocomuse.org, @pocomuse on social media.

Through May 25, 2026 — “Reel Rides: Cars of
TV & Film,” Studebaker National Museum, 201
Chapin St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/
adults, $9.50/seniors 60 & older, $7/youth ages 6-18.
Info: (888) 391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org

Through May 31, 2026 — “Rockne: Life & Leg-
acy,” South Bend’s The History Museum, 808 W.
Washington St. Info: www.historymuseumSB.org,
(574) 235-9664.

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road.
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909,
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Sundays — Free sewing classes, 5-7 p.m. EDT,
Friends of New Troy (Mich.) Community Center,
13372 California Road.

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Remember
the Night.” Time: 7 p.m. Dec. 4. Also: “Wicked: For
Good.” Rated PG. Times: 3 & 7 p.m. Dec. 5-6,1 & 5
p-m. Dec. 7, 6 p.m. Dec. 9. All times Eastern. The
theater is located at 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich.
Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.
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CLASSIFIED RATES - (First 2 Lines)
1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 - Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

CHAFFEUR
Airport shuttles, local/long distance, events, snowbird drop-offs. Licensed,
insured. Call Sean: (219) 872-9603.

Dog walker, sitter, feeder, pooper scooper.
References available. Call or text (219) 877-4978.

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 - www.bookwormwanatah.com

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals,
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-
dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
www.reprographicarts.com

Too tired of the Black Friday blues? To tie your back-to-work-Mon-
day shoes? Follow the Yellow Brick Road to Lefty’s Pro Shop and pick
up a Lefty’s Pro Shop gift certificate for any amount you want. No expira-
tion date to choose from Lefty’s vast golf equipment and apparel. Call
(219) 873-0858 for an appointment and remember, if we don’t have it,
you don’t need it.

ATTENTION SHORT-TERM RENTAL PROPERTY OWNERS! Control your cost with
a fixed electric bill. With a whole home solar systems, you can own your
own power plant. Contact Eric Hoppe from Brilliant Solar Solutions at
(219) 210-6731.

SYNTHETIC ICE SKATING
Theatre On Skates Academy, 1001 Lighthouse Place, Michigan City
Open Walk-In’s & Learn to Skate Classes
www.theatreonskates.com -« (219) 255-8666

Comfort Keepers
Providing Comforting Solutions for In-Home Care
Homemaking, Personal & Companion Care from 3 to 24 hours of care
per day. Comfort Keepers is fully insured. Our compassionate caregivers
undergo Lifetime Background Screening, are fully trained and supervised.
Complimentary in-home consultations offered. Call us at (219) 362-9800
www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services,
29 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service
Professional - Insured - Bonded — Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING - Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes * Rentals « Offices « Receive your free estimate today!
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent
references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 612-7690.

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING - (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning. Check out my
5-star ratings online!

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly,

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239,
________________ haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
AOP Cleaning & Maintenance LLC
Still growing and happy to take new customers to assist with serving
your needs. Cleaning, laundry, organization, maintenance, move-outs,
construction cleans & more. Ask what we offer! We are striving to build
a company that is servicing our community, with local businesses and
residential homes! (219) 617-8937 - aopenterprises1 @gmail.com -
#SupportYourLocalBusinesses

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

H & H HOME REPAIR - skipnewman4444 @yahoo.com
We specialize in: - Carpentry - Finished Basements « New Baths « Decks *
+ Electrical « Plumbing ¢ Flooring » Ceramic Tile + Drywall/Painting
» Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner — (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(773) 414-4086 - (219) 363-9069
Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential « Light Commercial + Whole House Rewires
Rehab « New Construction « EV Amp Service Install

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
Snow removal « Power Washing * Window Cleaning « Gutter Cleaning *
Painting: Interior/exterior + And Much More * Free estimates. 20+ years
exp. Recommendations available. Insured.
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing
and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates.
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666.

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation,
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 27-years experience.
Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only,
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows.
Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 50 yrs. experience.
terrystandring@hotmail.com

Small engine repair: lawnmowers, riding mowers, Weed Whippers,
backpack blowers, chain saws, snow blowers, etc.
Pickup/delivery available. Call (219) 278-2693.

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork -
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal
Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior - Deck washing/staining - Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. 31 years experience. Fully insured. Interior/exterior
painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding and more.
Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering &
Stone - Eifs « Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/
bonded. Call (219) 229-2352.

Russo Painting Company: interior/exterior house painting
Free estimates. Call (219) 299-7732.

JOSEPH K PAINTING LLC
Interior « Exterior - Commercial « Residential
Drywall Repairs & Pressure Washing
Free estimates * Insured
Serving Michigan City...and the surrounding areas.
Call (219) 448-0733 and ask for Joseph
or send an email to: josephk @joseph-painting.com

"""" ZABA PAINTING: LOCAL, TRUSTED, PROFESSIONAL!
Serving the lakefront of Indiana and Michigan
High quality results. Expert knowledge. Premium finishes. Free estimates.

Contact Zach Baker: (219) 878-3325, zbaker113@gmail.com

Alpha Power Washing and Painting LLC
Detail-Driven. Reliable. Professional.
Painting Interior, Cabinet Painting, Drywall Repairs,
Staining and Epoxy Garage Floors.

Call Steven for a Free Estimate @ (219) 809-1365

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
(219) 879-5150 - dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters — mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.
Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.
Facebook.com/abeslawncare
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MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Fall cleanup. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter clean-
ing, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine dethatch-
ing. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-
up, power washing. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767

Avila’s Lawn Care - (219) 210-9752 - avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

Fall Cleanups and Leaf Removal
Avila’s Lawn Care ¢ (219) 210-9752 - avilaslawncare16@gmail.com

MOTA’S LANDSCAPING LLC. - Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.
License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.
Mowing « Mulching « Gutter Cleaning * Trimming « Cleanups *
Free Estimates — Fully Insured.
(219) 702-7232 - gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com

Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.
Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.

SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Now accepting clients for the 2025 season.

Mowing Service « Cleanups * Trimming « Mulch « Weeding & Power
Washing + Gutter Cleaning + Junk Removal. Fully insured.
Free estimates. Call Jose: (219) 369-7522
or email serranospropertymain219@gmail.com

JOSE LAWN CARE LLC - (219) 861-9225 - alejodedios7 @gmail.com
Full service: mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal.
Concrete, pavers, patio. Fully insured.

100 Acre Farm Lawn Care and Snow Removal LLC
We are a small local business for all your lawn care and snow removal
needs. We offer cuts, edging, weed eating, landscaping, mulching, power
washing, fall and spring cleanups, snow removal and salting! No job
is too small or too big! We are offering a 10% discount for military and
seniors. Please call or text (269) 586-4303 for questions and estimates.
Se Habla Espanol!

SCOTT’S LAWN SERVICE
Fall/spring cleanup & power washing. Call (219) 229-2893

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Experienced painters wanted. Competitive wages.
Please call Matt at (312) 927-8489.

Small commercial smoker oven (Pit Boss Grills), 3 ovens included, 8
ways to cook, phone-app controlled. $1,900 new, never used, first $1,200
offer takes it. Will deliver. Call/text (219) 877-4978.

JACKPOT ESTATE JEWELRY SALE

1919 E. U.S. 12. Liberty Trail entrance

We buy and sell art, jewelry & furniture.
Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Call (312) 953-7306.

Timeless Treasures Estate Sales & Liquidation Services LLC
Giving Peace of Mind During Difficult Times.

We are a full-service estate sale and liquidation company, servicing NW
Indiana. We handle the whole process from A-Z so you don't have to. Call
Michael today to schedule your free no obligation estate assessment.
(219) 814-7227.

WANTED: | buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys,
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Infinity Home Services LLC - Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention.
Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 « jim@infinitymichiana.com «
www.infinitymichiana.com

Whalen Storage: 10x10 and 10x15 available
3201 E. U.S. 12. (219) 898-8282

Stop 31: 2BR, 1BA updated ranch. Short-term and off-season available.
Contact cmpgsusan@gmail.com

1-Bedroom Furnished Apartment in Michigan City
Less than a mile from the beach, in a quiet, non-smoking building. Fully
furnished, Wi-Fi, two TVs, kitchen utensils, bedding and towels included,
no pets. $1,200/month. 4 months (off-season Airbnb). Available now.
Must pass a background check, credit check required. Perfect for a
hassle-free, peaceful short-term stay. Contact (219) 742-9654 for more
details or viewing.

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING =

-\\_}
Novwv. 25, 2025
TEAM STANDING WON LOST
1. Lady Strikers 34.5 13.5
2. Strike Out 31 17
3. Pin Ball Wizards, Gutter Gals 28 20

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES SCORE
1. Deb Konicek 160
2. Deb Frederick 149
3. Joan O’Sullivan 148
4. Diana Holt 146
5. Mimi Troller 145
6. Tammy Vouri (series) 406
SPLITS

Debbie Novak — 3-10.

STRIKES

Joan O’Sullivan, Deb Konicek, three in a row.

Public Art Committee

Michigan City Public Art Committee will hold a
special meeting at 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 4, in the
City Hall Mayor’s Conference Room, 100 E. Fourth St.

Support those who advertise in the Beacher!
Tell them you saw their Ad!

Beyond

HORIZON:
_RORIZO]

BANK

Home sweet home starts here

i Robyn Graffenius
;79 Mortgage Advisor
" 269-208-1760

Bibic HorizonBank.com

Beyond ordinary banking
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Evergreen Christmas by Janet Dailey (hard-
cover $27.95 retail in bookstores and online; also
available as an eBook or audiobook. 261 pages.)

As Elin Hilderbrand is the grande dame of the
summer romance book, Janet Dailey is the same for
the Christmas rom-com.

With this book, published last year, and Calder
Strong, published this year, she has written 151
books about romance in small communities across
the country. If that’s not enough information, she
has sold 325 million books in 98 countries. That’s
impressive.

Dailey begins a new series with
this book set in the fictional town
of Noel, N.C. Time for a blood-
pressure-lowering, let’s-get-in-the-
season read. Continue...

The small town of Noel has
grown by one when 25-year-old
Jordyn Banks buys the Chestnut
Ridge ranch. She’s a former barrel
racer on the rodeo circuit who de-
cides it’s time to find a place she
can call her own. Sleeping in her
truck outside the rodeo grounds
has grown tiresome.

There’s another reason she
wants a place to settle down: She &
has lived in foster care since she
was 4. At the time, she was taken
away from neglectful parents, re-
maining in foster care until she
aged out at 18. She always wanted
to have a home and maybe a family
of her own. So far, her only family
is her quarter horse mare named
Star.

Settled in the foothills of the Appalachian moun-
tains, Noel is a picturesque town Jordyn immedi-
ately loves. She’s barely stepped out of her truck
when a Cadillac pulls up in her yard and four older
ladies step out, announcing they are the greeting
committee.

These “ladies of a certain age,” nicknamed Noel’s
Nanas, are Kandy Lyons, Eve Knight, Holly Wild
and the leader of the pack, Carol Belle Bennett.
Jordyn soon learns these ladies are the informa-
tion center of the town, eager to impart everything
about it, her new home and her next-door neighbor,
Nate Reed, owner of the Frosted Firs Ranch, which
doubles as a Christmas tree farm and horse board-
ing facility.

Ah yes, Nate the heartthrob in town, and a wid-
ower to boot at only 30. He has a 6-year-old daugh-
ter, Roxie, and a younger brother, Tucker. Nate’s
wife died giving birth to Roxie. Though many wom-
en in town have made romantic overtures, he con-
centrates on his daughter and farm. Maybe that’s
all about to change...

JANET DAILEY

Mew York Times Bastialling Aulhars

Off the Book Shelf

by Sally Carpenter

It’s getting close to Christmas, and Noel likes to
live up to its name with seasonal games that cul-
minate in the Christmas Crown trophy. Games like
the Candy Cane Fishing Contest, the Terrible Tin-
sel Triathlon, the Christmas Gingerbread Architect
contest or the Sexy Santa’s Eggnog Nod contest
(no children allowed — only sexy
Santa suits and spiked eggnog).
The grand finale involves picking
out the most beautiful Christmas
tree, which is cut down and set up
in the town square for the holiday
season.

Jordyn has an 18-foot tree on
her back lot line that just has to
| be the winner. It is perfect, and
even has a name from the previous
owner — now don’t laugh — Fabio
Fraser. Nate takes the contests
seriously and has won the trophy
every year for the past nine. But
= does he do it for the competition,
or as part of the mourning for his
dead wife?

The Nanas think Jordyn will
go along with the contest, enter-
ing Fabio into it, but they are oh
so wrong. She relishes the idea of
winning, but isn’t sure about cut-
ting down such a beautiful speci-
men of a Christmas tree.

Dailey’s characters make you want to sit down
with them and have a hot cup of cocoa, while the
town of Noel and surrounding mountains are de-
scribed so well, you forget it’s a fictional place. The
residents may be a little too good, but that’s the
beauty of a romantic comedy.

They say true love never runs smoothly, and even
in Noel, Jordyn and Nate are in for some rough
patches. The contests are quite clever. Jordyn may
be attracted to Nate, but her sense of competition
never goes away. And what happens to Fabio? It
took Mother Nature a long time to produce such a
beautiful tree, only to chop it down.

Now, that’s a fair amount of information, but
wait, there’s lots more to come. If you've never read
a holiday rom-com, this would be a good place to
start.

The final word: “Life can be scary and painful —
but the unexpected gifts it gives us along the way,
especially when we’re not looking for them, make it
all worth it in the end.”

Till next time, happy reading!
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CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

JUST LISTED

2008 OHIO STREET
MICHIGAN CITY, IN
12,600 SF

PRICE ADJUSTMENT

4 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN
3 BED /21 BATH « 2,280 SF

i y+ i

310 MAPLEWOOD DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN
2 BED /1BATH + 1,350 SF

JUST LISTED

6476 W LEE LEN TRAIL 990 HIGHWAY 212

LA PORTE, IN MICHIGAN CITY, IN

3 BED /21 BATH » 2,456 SF 3 BED /2 BATH « 1,508 SF

225 WARREN ROAD 2917 ROSLYN TRAIL

MICHIANA SHORES, IN LONG BEACH, IN

2 BED / 3 BATH » 2,310 SF 4 BED / 3 BATH » 2,298 SF

)

el ~

8429 N 300 E 2015 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
ROLLING PRAIRIE, IN LONG BEACH, IN
5 BED / 31 BATH « 4,900 SF 4 BED / 2 BATH + 1,491 SF

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup [ /mickygallasgroup

MICKY GALLAS JORDAN GALLAS
Team Founder Co-Team Lead
219.861.6012 219.861.3659

LUXURY
Lrl) PORTFOLIO

INTERNATIONAL

Averee Banic 219.363.5134 Kaileyne Krask 219.851.7290
Ashlee Brooks ..214.300.9551 Daiva Mockaitis ....219.670.0982
Kylee Caudle.. 19.221.0678 Sofia Mockaitis 219.670.0902
Jamie Follmer 19.851.2164 Karen Pavy 219.210.0494

Braedan Galla 19.229.1951 Barb Pinks 574.876.5967

Jordan Gallas ..219.861.3659 Anna Radtke ...219.221.0920
Micky Gallas ... ..219.861.6012 Pat Tym ...219.210.0324

BRAEDAN GALLAS Kelly Gausseli 08.243.0952  Susie Yemc ....219.617.3731

Co-Team Lead Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
219.229.1951

241 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE - LONG BEACH, INDIANA - 219.874.7070

Stop looking, start finding® atproperties.com &R
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FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR RENT
P e “Willow on the Pond”

A peaceful retreat perfect for families and groups. Enjoy
outdoor living with a spacious deck, hammock, patio furniture,
and fire pit overlooking the pond. Inside, four bedrooms
comfortably sleep your group — one king, one double, and four
singles (two can be combined to form a double, and one
features a pull-out combo). Relax, unwind, and make lasting
memories in this serene and inviting getaway.

This is a fully furnished property.

Hosted by: Ashlan Siford 219-301-1151

6271N 525 W, Michigan Gity, IN 46360

Discover true privacy in this beautifully updated 4-bedroom, 3-bath
home set on 2 secluded acres and surrounded by a 70-acre parcel.
The main level features hardwood floors, a gourmet kitchen, and a
stunning living room with floor-to-ceiling windows. Three bedrooms
are on the main floor, with a remodeled walk-out basement offering
a 4th bedroom, 3/4 bath, and large rec area. Enjoy a spacious
deck, screened-in patio, and views of rolling landscape and Trail
Creek. Horse lovers can use two pastures and a run-in shed at the
current rate, with more space available. Conveniently located near
Hwy 94, 20 & 35 with easy access to Chicago.

Listed By: Meghan Maddox 219-877-5795

“Lazy Days”

Great Location — Only 20 Minutes to the Amazon Facility!
This fully furnished, dog-friendly home offers easy monthly
rates and is perfectly situated near the best of the Indiana
Dunes. Enjoy close access to the beach, Blue Chip Casino,
Washington Park Zoo, the Outlet Mall, and great local
restaurants. A short drive brings you to Indiana Dunes
National Park and plenty of shopping.
The fenced backyard features a hot tub and fire pit—
ideal for relaxing after a long day.

Hosted By: Jenn Bauer 219-393-4882

1401 Lake Shore Drive, 46360 | 219-874-5209
513 Pine Lake Ave, 46350 | 219-324-4640
@MTMRealty www.makethemovegroup.com

Follow us!
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