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Kim Klosowski (right), director of the Elston and Long Beach YMCA branches, is photographed with 
Mark and Mary McCullagh at the YMCA Elston Branch pool. Photo by Andrew Tallackson.

A VisionA Vision
for thefor the
FutureFuture
by 

Andrew Tallackson

If you are going to dream, dream as if nothing can 
hold you back.

As director of the Elston and Long Beach YMCA 
branches, Kim Klosowski wants the nonprofi t or-
ganization to become the center for aquatic activity 
here. Not only swim lessons and water exercise, but 
also competitive team swimming. That’s on top of 
being a community hub for health and well-being.

How do you achieve that? 
Klosowski holds nothing back.
“If there were no restraints? Oh yeah, I’d want 

an aquatorium. That’s my ultimate goal,” the 
Long Beach resident said. “To be able to serve all 
levels.”

Klosowski knows plans like that require careful 
planning, board and community support, and the 
necessary funding. But when just getting started, it 
helps to know people have your back, and Klosows-
ki could not have found two better cheerleaders.

Long Beach’s Mark and Mary McCullagh.
Swimming and YMCAs are fully integrated into 

the couple’s pasts. They sought out the YMCA 
Elston Branch, 1202 Spring St., after moving here 
fi ve years ago from Charlotte, N.C. The two teach 
swim lessons three days a week, prepping the next 
generation of safe, strong swimmers. Mark also 
initiated a test run Sept. 20 of a potential annual 

Continued on Page 2
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YMCA fundraiser: a 10-mile marathon swim from 
New Buffalo, Mich., to Michigan City.

“Mary and I swam together in college, so we’ve 
got this aquatics background, and we raised three 
kids who all swam in college, too, and learned to 
swim at the YMCA, so there’s connections here to 
the YMCA throughout our lives,” Mark said. 

“The concept of doing this New Buffalo to Michi-
gan City swim was something we wanted to do since 
we moved here, but in the bigger context, we are 
trying to raise awareness of what the YMCA is do-
ing for aquatics safety and lessons, and build aware-
ness about what Kim (Klosowski) and what the 
whole YMCA team are doing in town for so much 
more than aquatics.”

Swimming has been an essential component of 
YMCA programming since the dawn of the 20th 
century. Detroit led the charge back in 1909 when 
George Corsan began, and refi ned, group swim les-
sons, a format the YMCA eventually adopted na-
tionwide.

Klosowski, who has been in her post for a year — 
she was the YMCA’s youth and family coordinator 
before that — was born and raised here, learning 
to swim at the YMCA when it was on Coolspring 
Avenue near Woodland Avenue.

After the Coolspring building closed, the YMCA 
was reborn in the former Elston School in January 
2015. The Long Beach  location, by the way, is in the 
community center, 2501 Oriole Trail, the YMCA’s 
involvement there begun in 2012. Membership at 
the Elston branch is 1,945, with 531 members at 
the Long Beach site, Klosowski says. In addition, 
plenty of people without YMCA memberships pay 
the non-member rate to take swim lessons.

By the way, glance at the Elston Branch monthly 
aquatics calendar. It’s certainly not lacking in offer-
ings. Depending on the day, anywhere from four to 
seven programs are listed. The six-lane pool, which 
is about 25 yards long, is home to open and family 
swims for starters. Other programs include:
• Two to three lanes for lap swims, depending on 

the time of day.

A Vision for
the Future Continued from Page 1

Swim lessons are a key component of YMCA programming. 
Provided photo.

• Aqua Dance, which involves fi tness and dance 
choreography.

• Silver Splash, an aerobic workout for beginners 
and advanced participants.

• Aqua Tabata, which is High Intensity Interval 
Training (HIIT), with the option to include sus-
pension and weights.

• Deep Water Aqua Fusion, which includes dance, 
stretch, boxing or kickboxing in the pool’s deep 
end, all set to music.
It’s impressive, but as Klosowski and the McCul-

laghs agree, there always is room for more. A thera-
peutic swimming pool would be nice, Klosowski says. 
A competitive swim team program, even better. 

(It is important to note, competitive swim teams 
exist for area youth. Michigan City has Piranha 
Swim Team, a competitive offering for ages 3-18 
that is certifi ed through Indiana Swimming Inc. 
and USA Swimming. It is its own entity, one not af-
fi liated with the YMCA. LaPorte Turbos Swim Club 
is another group, along with Duneland Swim Club, 
Chesterton.)

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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The McCullaghs say over time, they’ve seen 
YMCA swim classes give rise to youth who join com-
petitive teams. Mark grew up in western Massachu-
setts, Mary in Kankakee, Ill. YMCAs were essential 
to their formative years.

“I was one of 11 (children), so where else could 
we go in those days?,” Mary says, laughing. “We all 
went to the YMCA.”

Mary met Mark at 
Boston College, where 
he was on the swim 
team. Once married, 
they say, it was a given 
their children would be-
come swimmers.

“He’s a swimmer, I’m 
a swimmer, by golly, our 
kids were going to be 
swimmers,” Mary said, 
laughing. Mark immedi-
ately adds, tongue fi rmly 
planted in cheek, “They 
didn’t have a choice.”

Today, the McCullaghs 
have been involved with 
Swim Across America 
for 30 years. Founded in 
June 1987, the nonprofi t 
hosts charity swims to 

Mark and Mary McCullagh are photographed with the team that supported the Sept. 20 swim. 
Provided photo.

raise money and awareness of cancer treatment, 
prevention and research. To date, it has raised more 
than $100 million for its cause, according to www.
swimacrossamerica.org. Mary also serves as its 
director of events and operations.

“Swimming is a gift,” Mark says. “It builds con-
fi dence, awareness, obviously safety. So the swim-
ming community everywhere we go is an important 

Continued on Page 4

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.swimacrossamerica.org
http://www.swimacrossamerica.org


December 11, 2025Page 4
THE

part of what our family has been involved with. It 
has been the common denominator wherever we go.”

At the Elston branch, the McCullaghs teach swim 
classes Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays. Mary 
handles the younger groups, starting with infants, 
while Mark works with older students. Mary esti-
mates class sizes range from 10-20 participants.

“There are kids who are in lessons who are not 
members here,” she said. “There are kids in town 
who’ve never been in a swimming pool. I make a 
point of asking whenever we start a new session, 
who’s had some lessons before? But I ask the par-
ents, too. I fi nd more and more parents are bring-
ing their kids here because they, themselves, don’t 
know how to swim.”

Mark says watching the growth of these swim-
mers, the confi dence they gain, makes volunteer-
ing rewarding. And that experience translates into 
these youth moving on to competitive arenas.

“Lessons are the feeder program for different lev-
els of swimming,” Mark says.

So where to begin, then, in boosting the YMCA’s 
aquatics program. 

Awareness is the fi rst step. 
Back in 2023, the YMCA, with help from the Mc-

Cullaghs, received a small Pool & Hot Tub Alliance 
grant where local fourth-graders received free swim 
lessons once a week for about a month. They also 

A Vision for
the Future Continued from Page 3

Mark McCullagh provided this map of the path for the marathon swim.

received goggles, towels and swimsuits as part of 
the experience. 

Also, Klosowski says YMCA summer campers get 
to use the pool, where in many cases it’s their fi rst 
time doing so.

For Mark, back in September, making that 10-
mile journey swimming from New Buffalo to Michi-
gan City established the template for a potential 
annual YMCA fundraiser. 

Those involved with the swim — it lasted 5 hours 
and 36 minutes — conducted it under Marathon 
Swim Federation guidelines. The federation, which 
governs unassisted solo marathon swimming, has 
requirements for sanctioned swims, one being that 
individuals have observers with them, particularly 
for safety. That’s where the YMCA came to Mark’s 
rescue. Five individuals in kayaks followed the two 
as observers, with two kayakers assigned to each 
swimmer. The YMCA team included Klosowski, 
Dale Moyer, Nick Nau, Patrick Riley and Fi Orlan-
do. Mark swam with a friend: experienced open-wa-
ter veteran David Spitzler. His journey concluded 
after four miles due to the effects of the cold water. 
Mark made the entire trek that ended at Michigan 
City’s lighthouse. The crew took photos and video to 
document the event.

The plan is that any future fundraiser be Mara-
thon Swimming Federation-sanctioned, with all 
money raised directly benefi tting the YMCA.

“It would be interesting to do this annually be-
cause it’s a good distance,” Mark said. “It’s not long. 
It’s doable. It’s a digestible time: fi ve hours with-
in range for people who want to do these kinds of 
things.”
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If successful, Mark says, future 
swims might extend the starting 
point, whether it be Warren Dunes 
State Park (roughly 20 miles) or 
Cherry Beach (roughly 15 miles).

Could all these plans become real-
ity? Klosowski calls her goal “lofty,” 
but to hear her speak, the passion in 
her voice leaves you convinced any-
thing is possible. The McCullaghs 
are invigorated by her enthusiasm.

“We see the value of what the 
YMCA can bring to a community,” 
Mary said. “We have only lived here 
fi ve years — my folks lived here for 
years — so we just see the value of 
leaders like Kim.

Mark agrees.
“Kim’s become a pied piper around 

here for people joining the YMCA,” 
he said. “She’s bringing an energy 
and a passion that is needed to make 
this a really integrated part of the 
city.”

❑

Contact Klosowski at (219) 221-
4055 for more information on the 
YMCA, swim programs and sponsor-
ships. Mark McCullagh (right) and his friend/swim companion, David Spitzler. Provided photo.

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Celebrating its 61st year, “Michigan City Mes-
siah” will present Handel’s beloved oratorio at 7 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14, 
at St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, 400 W. 
10th St.

Philip Bauman conducts the annual tradition  
that  includes the following soloists: Kimberly Jones, 

Kimberly Jones (from left), Leah Dexter, Matt Daniel and Bill McMurray.

“Michigan City Messiah” Returns for Two Performances

soprano; Leah Dexter, mezzo-soprano; Matt Daniel, 
tenor; and Bill McMurray, bass-baritone. They are 
joined by a chorus and chamber orchestra.

Admission is free, with no advance ticket reserva-
tion required. 

Visit www.mcmessiah.com or Facebook at Michi-
gan City Messiah for more details.

A vocal section in the “Michigan City Messiah” chorus rehearses at St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception. Photo by Andrew Tallackson

The Soloists

http://www.mcmessiah.com
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BBQ
SUNDAYS

FULL SLAB OF RIBS & FRESH CUT FRIES
827 FRANKLIN STREET | MICHIGAN CITY, IN 46360

219.355.3047

EVERY SUNDAY
FROM NOON

23

http://www.thebeacher.com
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I laughed louder, harder and longer in “Fackham 
Hall” than in most comedies these days.

It helps to know everything Julian Fellowes, but 
the humor thrives because the movie understands 
the cardinal rule of satire: play it straight.

A comedy where the cast knows it’s funny typi-
cally is grounds for dismissal. The actors appear in-
sistent on earning a laugh, whether it be mugging 
for the camera or pounding a joke into oblivion.

But “Fackham Hall,” which largely pokes fun at 
Fellowes’ period soap opera, “Downton Abbey,” rep-
licates what the team behind “Airplane” and “The 
Naked Gun” did best: make it appear as if the cast 
isn’t in on the joke. Everyone in “Fackham Hall” 
takes it seriously, as if they’re fi lming the latest 
“Downton Abbey” movie. Then, they let director 
Jim O’Hanlon surround them with wild sight gags, 
along with a script — credited to fi ve people, includ-
ing U.K. comedian Jimmy Carr — that has them 
mouth outrageously naughty dialogue.

So what might have resembled an “SNL” sketch 
bloated to 97 minutes turns out to be consistently 
hilarious.

All the elements of a “Downton Abbey” episode 
are here: the “upstairs-downstairs” divide, the so-
cial and class warfare, the ingrained sexism. Its 
wealthy Davenport family — Damian Lewis and 
Katherine Waterston play the parents, Thomasin 
McKenzie and Emma Laird the daughters —  fi nds 
itself at a crossroads, in danger of losing its fortune 
if a daughter does not marry a rich cousin.

Yep, you read that right.

There’s also Eric Noone (Ben Radcliffe) — the 
last name is pronounced “no one” — an orphaned 
pickpocket who fi nds himself employed by the Dav-
enports, thus serving as the audience surrogate to 
explore the title estate — a joke in and of itself be-
cause of its profane double meaning.

The visual style of “Fackham Hall” is pure ZAZ — 
the nickname for David Zucker, the late Jim Abra-
hams and Jerry Zucker — who elevated what Mel 
Brooks started into breathless lunacy. Sometimes, 
the gags are hard to miss, like insane signs and bill-
boards. In other cases, it is background action we 
notice as characters speak. Most of the time, it is 
hysterically racy or silly dialogue. Conversations 
play off the ZAZ skill for taking things literally. In 
the movie’s second half, the laughs skewer another 
Fellowes property, “Gosford Park.” A key character 
is killed, prompting a detective to ask the butler, 
“Who was the last person to see him alive?” The but-
ler’s reply: “I presume it was the murderer.”

Scene after scene, “Fackham Hall” scores big...
until the end, when the laughs evaporate, as if ev-
eryone involved in the fi lm has nothing left to say.

But before then?” A laugh riot.
Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com 

★ ★ ★
“Fackham Hall”

Running time: 97 minutes. In theaters. Rated R

for some sexual content, language and violence.

1/2

“Fackham Hall” is Naughty...and Non-Stop Hilarious
by Andrew Tallackson

Katherine Waterston stars as the matriarch of the wealthy Davenport family in “Fackham Hall.”

inTheatres

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
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Book a tour today!Book a tour today!
Call Matt Wooldridge, General Manager at (219) 872-8624 Call Matt Wooldridge, General Manager at (219) 872-8624 

https://www.pottawattomie.com/  •  1900 Springland Ave., Michigan City IN 46360https://www.pottawattomie.com/  •  1900 Springland Ave., Michigan City IN 46360

Make 2026 the Gift of a Lifetime!
Pottawattomie Country Club prides itself on being one of the few clubs with no tee times and 

no waiting. And here’s the exciting thing: We are inching closer to member capacity.  

If you’ve been thinking about joining a country club, then we have an offer for you!  
Our current initiation is $5,000 and monthly dues.  In January, our initiation moves to $7,500 

and monthly dues. Pay the $5,000 initiation now and start paying dues in April or May.
We offer a similar program with our social membership.  

We are here to give you a personal tour and answer any questions you may have.

http://www.thebeacher.com
https://www.pottawattomie.com/
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

More than 600 vocalists and instrumentalists will 
kick off the holiday season with Michigan City Area 
Schools’ “One City, One Sound” at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 11, in Michigan City High School’s gymnasium, 
8466 Pahs Road.

Admission is free; however, attendees can take a 
canned good/non-perishable food item for The Sal-
vation Army, with monetary donations to the corps 
also accepted.

The concert will showcase 645 student perform-
ers from Michigan City High School, Barker Middle 
School and Krueger Middle School, and represent-
ing grades seven through 12. Ensembles include:
• 170 voices in a chorus from Barker and Krueger 

middle schools.
• 90 voices in the MCHS Beginning Choir, Concert 

Choir, Treble Chorale, City Singers and Vocal 
Jazz.

• 300 instrumentalists in the Barker and Krueger 
middle schools concert bands.

• 85 MCHS instrumentalists in the concert band, 
wind ensemble, beginning percussion ensemble, 
advanced percussion ensemble, Blue Jazz En-
semble and Gray Jazz Ensemble.
The concert will open with all choruses perform-

ing a selection called “Figgy Pudding.” Each group 
will perform individually, and the closing number 
will involve all bands and choruses in a selection 
called “Pacem Noel.” Other numbers will include 
“All Jingled Up,” “Sing We Now of Christmas,” “A 
Cowboy Christmas” and “Santa Baby.” Music teach-
ers from Barker and Krueger middle schools will 
lead their groups. MCHS Choral Director Michelle 
Howisen and Band Director Frank Gast will direct 
the combined numbers.

This year, MCHS American Sign Language Club 
members will provide ASL interpretation during 
the program. 

The concert will broadcast live on the MCAS You-
Tube Channel and on Access LaPorte County Chan-
nel 98. It also will air live on WEFM (95.9 FM) and 
WIMS (95.1 FM/AM 1420).

After the concert, traffi c departing the high 
school on Pahs Road using the East drive will exit 
only to Johnson Road. The West drive will exit only 
to Woodland Avenue.

One City, One Sound Returns

Student vocalists will join instrumentalists for the “One City, One Sound” concert.

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST

MOORE 
CONSTRUCTION

ROOFING 
GUTTERS&&

LEAF GUARDS • SHINGLE ROOFS • REPAIRS • SOFFIT • FASCIA
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Deal directly with owner Michael Moore

(219) 777-0423
(312) 995-3994
Over 35 years in business

MOOREROOFS.COM

OR

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Holiday at the Pops

LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra will host its Holiday at the Pops concert from 7-9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13, at LaPorte Civic Auditorium, 
1001 Ridge St. Dr. Carolyn Watson will lead the orchestra in a program of holiday favorites. Balcony child seats cost $11.20 and adult seats $26.50 

online. Visit https://lcso.net/ for reservations or more information.

https://lcso.net/
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LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

(219) 312-8119VETERAN OWNED

LaPORTE, INDIANA

KERRY 
HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING

SACRED DUNES
INTEGRATIVE HEALTH

MASSAGE

BOOK NOW!

SSAACCRREERRRRRRR DD DDUUNNEESS
INTNN EGRARR TIVE HEALTLL H

RREEDD DDUURR

MASSAGE

Reins of Life Volunteer Training

Reins of Life Inc., the non-profi t therapeutic 
horseback riding facility for children and adults 
with disabilities, will host volunteer training from 
2-4:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 15, and 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 16.

Both sessions are at the Michigan City site, 
9375 W. County Road 300 North. Volunteers help 
with horseback riding, therapeutic carriage driv-
ing, interactive vaulting, special education school 
programs and community visits. Each participant 
requires one to three volunteers per lesson, so the 
need is high. There also are two feeding shifts per 
day, with three to four volunteers per shift. 

Volunteers, who must be 13 and older, handle 
horses and interact with participants, families and 
other volunteers. Experience is not required.

After attending one training, volunteers assist 
during therapeutic riding lessons, school groups 
and special events. Additional training is available 
for the therapeutic carriage driving program or in-
teractive vaulting. Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing to feed the herd must be 16 or older, and will 
receive one-on-one training.

RSVP by calling (219) 874-7519. If no one an-
swers, leave a message, including an email address. 
Visit https://www.reinsofl ife.org for more details.

https://www.reinsofl
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TABOR HILL WINERY & RESTAURANT

185 MT TABOR RD •  BUCHANAN, MI 49107

TABORHILL.COM

SATURDAY, DEC 20  

Santa

LEARN MORE

A decadent brunch buffet featuring both 

classic favorites and chef-inspired dishes.

$50/adults |  $25/kids
10 and under

SANTA WILL VISIT  
FROM 11 AM TO 1 PM EST!

AT TABOR HILL WINERY & RESTAURANT

   Schoolhouse Shop & Dune Clothiers
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Your Holiday Headquarters for  
Old World Christmas Ornaments!

Closed Tuesdays

http://www.thebeacher.com
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Fully InsuredFully Insured Jon StefankoJon Stefanko 
Land ClearingLand Clearing OwnerOwner

JON’S TREE SERVICEJON’S TREE SERVICE 
Tree Removal • Topping • TrimmingTree Removal • Topping • Trimming 

Stump Grinding • Complete Clean up Stump Grinding • Complete Clean up

Free EstimatesFree Estimates (219) 872-9472(219) 872-9472

1 Cord Split Wood 1 Cord Split Wood
$300 (delivered)$300 (delivered)

Half Loads Available Half Loads Available
$200 (delivered)$200 (delivered)

$50 an Hour for Stacking$50 an Hour for Stacking
All Hard Wood All Hard Wood

Delivery 7 Days a WeekDelivery 7 Days a Week

Barker Mansion
• Christmas Candlelight Tour at The Barker 

Mansion from 6-8 p.m. Fridays, Dec. 12 and 
26. The guided tour concludes with a holiday 
sing-along. Tickets, which cost $25, can be re-
served online.

• Breakfast with Mrs. Claus & the Elves from 
10-11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 13. The program 
includes doughnuts, holiday crafts, stories and 
singing. The $20 cost includes a self-guided tour 
of the mansion.

• Mansion After Hours: Yuletide Favorites 
from 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 17. Grant Fitch 
will present dramatic readings of classics such as 
“The Gift of the Magi” and “Yes, Virginia, There 
Is a Santa Claus,” along with tales that inspired 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” and “A Christmas Story.” 
Also planned are selections from “The Santaland 
Diaries.” Tickets are $25.

• The Barker Christmas Cottage from 11 a.m.-
3 p.m. in December. The family event costs $5 
per person. Mansion admission includes access to 
the cottage. Make reservations online.
Barker Mansion is located at 631 Washington 

St. Visit www.barkermansion.org to register for 
programs or for more information.

Chamber Fest Concerts
Michigan City Chamber Music Festival will pres-

ent two free holiday concerts.
The fi rst is at noon Monday, Dec. 15, at Michigan 

City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. The program 
is light, short and appropriate for families.

The next program, similar in format, is at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 21, at the Trinity Episcopal Church 
Bishop’s Mansion, 600 Franklin St. Tea and light 
refreshments are planned.

Violinist Nic Orbovich and violist Sunny Gardner 
Orbovich will perform at both programs.

Visit www.mccmf.org, call (219) 561-1939 or visit 
the festival on Facebook and YouTube at Michigan 
City Chamber Music Festival for more details.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.mccmf.org
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601 Wabash St., Michigan City, IN

Free Photos with Santa
2-4 p.m.

Inside the Information Center

Saturday, Dec. 13 
Saturday, Dec. 20

Holiday Hours:
Monday-Saturday — 10 a.m.-9 p.m.      Sunday — 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

12 
New Stores 
since last holiday season!

Michelle Katsaros has been
a funeral director for over
20 years, and her expertise

and compassion are some of
the reasons she is NWI’s

trusted Preplanning Advisor

Your Trusted Funeral
Preplanning Advisor

Schedule an
appointment with
Michelle or sign up

for one of our
complimentary lunch

& learn seminars to
learn more:

(219) 874-4214

http://www.thebeacher.com
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A far more intriguing comedy exists amid the try-
ing-too-hard silliness of “Oh. What. Fun.”

The new Prime movie wants to be one of those 
relatable Christmas tales where we see bits of our-
selves in the dysfunctional family. Where we smile, 
knowingly, because at some point or another, we’ve 
been there.

Thing is, director Michael Showalter, who wrote 
the script with Chandler Baker, settles too often on 
sitcom contrivance, with scenarios that simply do 
not ring true. Here and there, though, the director 
hints he has something else to say, and when we 
fi nally arrive there, what up until that point has 
been an OK comedy has more bite. Michelle Pfeiffer 
reminds us of why she is a movie star, while Domi-
nic Sessa delivers on the hope that his memorable 
debut in “The Holdovers” was no fl uke.

Pfeiffer stars as Claire, a mother who during the 
holidays is the glue holding her crazy family togeth-
er. Her husband, Nick (Denis Leary, whose “The 
Ref” is a Christmas favorite of mine), is somewhat 
on the same page, but consumed by mundane daily 
rituals. Their children are a mixed bag. Channing 
(Felicity Jones), the oldest, is now an author, but 
with a husband (Jason Schwartzman) who tries too 
hard to be liked. Middle-child Taylor (Chloë Grace 
Moretz) brings home a different girlfriend each 
Christmas. The youngest, Sammy (Sessa), can’t fi nd 
his bearings in life.

Showalter (MTV’s “The State,” “Wet Hot American 

Summer”) really came into his own with 2017’s “The 
Big Sick,” Kumail Nanjiani’s semi-autobiographical 
tale that sidestepped its laughter-through-tears ob-
viousness to achieve an illuminating experience.

That’s why it is puzzling that Showalter would 
settle for fodder better suited for snoozy sitcoms. 
Like Joan Chen’s Jeanne Wang-Wasserman, whose 
hyphenated Asian-Jewish name is funnier than the 
character itself. Jeanne lives across the street from 
Claire, gleefully fl aunting her family’s Hallmark 
Christmas movie perfection. Their competitiveness 
climaxes with a shoddy stab at unrealistic comedy 
that begs the question, would a sharp woman like 
Claire really shoplift, complete with eluding mall 
cops, to fi nd a gift that one-ups Jeanne? I don’t 
think so.

Jones and Moretz also are smarter than the wom-
en they play. Moretz (the “Kick-Ass” movies), in 
particular, knows how to give dialogue some sting. 
Neither actress, though, has anything interesting 
to say here.

And yet, it is during the wasted space that Show-
alter tosses out bread crumbs that hint at what he’d 
rather explore. Claire, fi xated on a TV talk show 

★ ★
“Oh. What. Fun.”

Running time: 107 minutes. Prime. Rated PG-13 for 

some  drug use, sexual material and strong language.

1/2

A Smarter Christmas Comedy 
Exists in “Oh. What. Fun.”

by Andrew Tallackson

Michelle Pfeiffer plays a mother 
frustrated her family does not 

appreciate her.
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where families can nominate 
mothers for special recogni-
tion at Christmas, hopes her 
children will take the hint 
she wants to be nominated 
(she’s sent them a text, or 
two, or three about it). But 
as Christmas festivities com-
mence, it is clear nothing 
has changed. Claire’s family 
is fi xated more than ever on 
their own woes. We see on 
Pfeiffer’s face the hurt be-
hind the forced smiles. An-
other holiday, another year of 
feeling unappreciated.

That anger and resent-
ment, Showalter fi nally al-
lows it to surface midway 
through the fi lm. The way 
families can take mothers for 
granted, all so they can relax and enjoy themselves.

And it is that a-ha moment for Claire, that she’s 
had enough, when “Oh. What. Fun.” snaps into fo-
cus. Bile brewing, she bolts, ultimately heading for 
Burbank and an encounter with the host of her be-
loved talk show, played with typically brisk gusto by 
Eva Longoria.

The truths that emerge, especially from Pfeiffer, 
ring with the same simple honesty as Showalter’s 
“The Big Sick.” And Sessa creates a true original. A 
lost misfi t whose self-deprecating humor suggests 
he knows he’s a lost misfi t. When Sammy arrives at 
a local bar on Christmas Eve, unable to tolerate his 
family, his scenes with one of Jeanne’s daughters, 
Lizzie (Havana Rose Liu), perk up the entire movie. 
The actress — she’s a real live wire — has an air 
of mischief about her, like she’s barely concealing a 
long-held secret. How Sammy and Lizzie open up to 

Felicity Jones (from left), Dominic Sessa and Chloë Grace Moretz star as Claire’s three children.

each other is one of the movie’s highlights.
The satisfying payoff to “Oh. What. Fun.” reveals 

a certain fact. Showalter should have put his screen-
play through another rewrite. Consider the gems 
of the last act, then work backwards. Find ways to 
match the same charm. Rethink these characters so 
they’re a whole lot smarter.

Email me at atallackson@gmail.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:atallackson@gmail.com


www.thebeacher.com Page 21
THE

December 11, 2025Page 20
THE

Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12, 
held its annual Thanksgiving Turkey Walk on 
Thursday, Nov. 27. The event gave families a 

chance to explore nature, and walk off a few of 
those Thanksgiving meal pounds.

All photos by Kim Nowatzke

Turkey Time

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Were you read to as a wee bairn?
If so, did it make you want to learn to read and 

write, just as soon as the next change of diapers?
Yes, yes and heck yeah for me. My parents read to 

me from my earliest memory, and all that did was 
crank me up for reading. I wanted to make sense of 
those little symbols on the page, and entertain and 
enlighten myself for hours on end.

So, in September of 1955, when I was all of 5, my 
mother marched me from our 
apartment at 74th and Phillips 
in Chicago’s South Shore neigh-
borhood to what now is known 
as Bradwell School of Excel-
lence, a reasonable distance 
away, at 7736 S. Burnham Ave.

(Hey, what can I say, we 
walked our little legs off in the 
1950s. My mother was in the 
marching band in high school, 
so she could really hoof it.)

I peppered Mom, the late 
Hannah Macfarlan McKelvy, 
with one question and one ques-
tion only: “Are they going to 
teach me to read today?”  

(I obviously intuited that they 
would one day add “School of 
Excellence” to Bradwell’s name 
so, of course, they were going to 
teach me to read that day.  Or I 
was going to demand a full re-
fund, in cash.)

Mom was a bit vague, as I 
recall. Saying stuff like, “Well, 
Charley my boy, you’ll learn to 
read here. No doubt. But...”

It was a big but. For sure, be-
cause when I fi nally got settled in 
my assigned kindergarten class, 
I shot up my little hand and 
asked the teacher when we were 
going to start our reading lesson. 
She had been prattling on about 
naps, and playing well with oth-
ers, and milk breaks, and other 
mundane matters. But not a 
peep about learning to read.

So I was the kid who had to 
ask.

The teacher, who was doing 
her best, I’m sure, smiled indulgently and said, “Oh, 
we don’t teach reading until the fi rst grade. This is 
kindergarten where you...”

I didn’t stick around to hear the rest. I simply 
bolted out of the classroom, down the hall and out 
the front door, heading north by northwest to 74th 

and Phillips. I wasn’t about to waste my precious 
time learning to play well with others and guzzling 
milk. I wanted to hit the books on my fi rst day; if 
they weren’t going to deliver, why then, I’d high-
tail it to some place that would accommodate me. I 
knew where the South Shore branch of the Chicago 

Reading Readiness

Life With
Charley
Charles McKelvy

Bradwell Elementary School looked promising to me in September 1955. Today, it is known 
as Bradwell School of Excellence.
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Public Library was, so I reckoned I’d head on over 
there and get some friendly librarian to teach me 
how to read.

No such luck, because my kindergarten teacher 
caught me in midstride. She was not happy. Oh 
no, nor was the principal (principals are your pals, 
right?). They even called in my mother, and oh boy, 
there was quite the kerfuffl e.

They won, I lost. I didn’t get a chance to read on 
my fi rst day of school, back in September 1955.

Instead, I learned to drink more milk than I ever 
wanted to squeeze out of a cow, and grudgingly 
played well with others, even made some friends for 
life. Except we moved to an actual house in Beverly 
before the school year was out.

In May 1956, when I was a newly minted 6-year-
old, I was plunked down in the kindergarten class 
at Alice L. Barnard Elementary School at 104th and 
Charles. The only good thing about that situation 
was that they had thoughtfully named the street in 
front of the school in my honor. I knew that, because 
I had secretly been teaching myself to read.

But I had a rough transition at Barnard. They 
didn’t think I was playing well enough with my new 
milk-mates, so at the end of the school year, they 
told my parents they were going to hold me back 
for half a school year for this special class called —
ready for this? — Reading Readiness.

That’s right: Reading (fricking) Readiness.
Irony of ironies, right? The kid who skips out 

on kindergarten on his very fi rst day because they 
weren’t going to teach him to read gets labeled a 
slow learner and sentenced to a semester of Read-
ing Readiness, whatever that was.

Honestly, I still don’t know what the heck it was, 
except that they sure didn’t teach me to read in 
Reading Readiness. I don’t know what exactly we 
did in Reading Readiness, but I know I hated it. Ab-
solutely and totally.

So, I continued teaching myself to read with help 
from Mom and Dad. When I fi nally got into the real, 
offi cial, big-time fi rst grade, I was hotter than a pep-
per sprout to read, read, read, and read one book 
after another, cover to cover.

Over the years, the more I read, the more I want-
ed to read. Thanks to my dear wife, Natalie, I have 
fearlessly tackled the big ones like War and Peace 
and Moby Dick. I read all of Edgar Allan Poe, most 
of Joyce Carol Oates and pretty much everything 
Kurt Vonnegut. Even some of his essays. Oh, and 
I just polished off When Titans Clashed: How the 
Red Army Stopped Hitler by David M. Glantz and 
Jonathan House.

I read one pile of books after another when I wore 
glasses; now that I have a fancy artifi cial lens in each 
eye, I knock off even more thick books with tiny print.

So, all of this is by way of thanking Bradwell 
School of Excellence for being there when I needed 
to signal, in a dramatic way, my readiness to read.

Residential • Commercial • Rentals • Airbnb

219.878.3227 • ATLAS-CC.COM
Family Owned/Operated • Eco Friendly Organic Products • Free Estimates 

Powerwashing Available • Full House Cleaning • Weekly/Biweekly
MEGAN FEGARAS • Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and Grout

Insured • 7+ Years of Professional Service • 10% Senior & Veteran Discount

Have Your Area Rugs 
Cleaned By Us!

Pickup & Drop-off up to 20 miles 
outside of Michigan City!

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:
• Holiday Harp with Debra Sawyer at 2 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 11. The program is for all ages.
• Duneland Stamp Club at 4 p.m. Thursday, 

Dec. 11. The club meets the second Thursday of 
each month. New members are invited.

• Needle Arts Club from 5:30-7 p.m. Thurs-
days. Join fellow artists to stitch needle art. A 
variety of crafts are included. All skill levels and 
ages are welcome, as is the sharing of skills.

• Holiday Bracelet Spectacular from 4-5 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 12. Make winter and holiday brace-
lets during the family-friendly event. All supplies 
are provided. No registration is required.

• Genealogy Help with Colleen Miltenberger 
from 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13. Milt-
enberger can offer tips and advice on how to re-
search a family tree or fi nd genealogical record.

• Photo with Santa from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 13. Parents and guardians can take a 
photo of their child(ren) with Santa.

• A Very Merry Violin Concert from noon-
1 p.m. Monday, Dec. 15. Michigan City Music 
Chamber Festival will present the all-ages event.

• Mario Kart in Real Life (ages 9-17) from 4-6 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 15. Race around RC cars as 
Mario, Luigi, Yoshi or Princess Peach.

• Music for Littles (birth-5) from 10-10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 16. Ms. Nicole leads the program 
that involves making music and movement. 

• Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4 
p.m. Tuesdays. Harris can offer tips and advice 

Michigan City Public Library
on how to research a family tree or fi nd genealogi-
cal records.

• Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from 
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays. Create with LEGO WeDo, 
Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozobots and 3-D pens. 
Children 12 and younger must have a parent or 
guardian attend with them.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesday. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Dungeons & Dragons (ages 13-17) from 4-6 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 17. Supplies and char-
acters are provided on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis. Email Miss Dana at dwolf@mclib.org for 
details.

• December scavenger hunt. Find all the hid-
den holiday photos to win a prize, the locations 
for which change weekly. Win a 3-D printed prize 
for fi nding them.

• Art Exhibition Wall through Jan. 16. The 
new solo exhibit is by Michigan City-based artist 
Laura Kittle, who works in abstract and impres-
sionistic realism. Her art draws inspiration from 
nature and Lake Michigan. Kittle has a bachelor 
of art degree in fi ne arts, and she received a Merit 
Award at the 2025 Chesterton Women’s Club An-
nual Art Show.

• Hat, Mitten, & Boots Collection through 
Dec. 15. The library is collecting boots, hats and 
mittens for The Salvation Army. Drop off new or 
gently used donations (adult or child size) to the 
bucket under the slat wall.

• IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance vol-
unteers needed. Volunteers help prepare tax 
returns one or more days a week mid-February to 
April. Online testing and training are provided. 
Call (219) 873-3049 more details.
Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 

E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

Abigail Hayden Interiors & Design

Full Service Residential 
Interior Design Studio in 
Downtown Michigan City!

Call to schedule your design consultation today! 
269-762-2997 

AbigailHaydenInteriorDesign.com

1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, IN 46360

219-878-1720
Closed on Sundays

Duneland Home and Pro Hardware

Savings Around Every Corner
Kitchen Cabinets
Bathroom Cabinets
Quartz & Granite 

Tops

Wood Flooring
Carpet

Luxury Vinyl Tile
Window Treatment

mailto:dwolf@mclib.org
http://www.mclib.org
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The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• LaPorte County Career & Technical Education, 

1001 U.S. 20, 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11.
• City Hall, 100 E. Michigan Blvd., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 12.
• Northwest Health LaPorte Hospital, 1331 State 

St., 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13.
• Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St., 

12:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 16.
• The Elms at Michigan City, 4300 Cleveland Ave., 

1-6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 16.
• Queen of All Saints, 606 S. Woodland Ave., noon-6 

p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 17.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

New Buffalo Township Library
• The Giving Tree. The program is under way.
Weekly programs
• Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays and 4 p.m. Thurs-

days.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Pajama Story Time at 6 p.m. Tuesdays.
• Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

while supplies last.
• Teen Maker Space from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.
• Chess Club from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.
• Spanish Story Time at 10 a.m. Fridays.
• Essentrics Exercise for Seniors (gentle) at 10 a.m. 

Fridays. The intermediate program is at 11 a.m.
• Lego Club from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Fridays and 9 

a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturdays.
All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-

brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Visit www.
newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or call (269) 469-
2933 for more details.

TROTOM Bake Sale
The Region of Three Oaks Museum will host a 

bake-sale fundraiser from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. EST Sat-
urday, Dec. 13, at Three Oaks Heritage Hall, 8 E. 
Linden St.

All proceeds benefi t the museum. Contact Julie 
Sittig at trotommuseum@gmail.com or (269) 470-
6305 for more details.

http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
mailto:trotommuseum@gmail.com
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Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

FOOD HOURS
MON. - THURS. 11 AM - 9 PM
FRI. & SAT. - 11 AM - 10 PM

SUN. 11 AM - 8 PM
PHONE: (219) 243-7157

605 E 9TH ST. MICH. CITY, IN

BOOK YOUR NEXT
MAJOR EVENT WITH

US!

SCAN TO BOOK
YOUR EVENT
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B OO K Y O U R N E X T E V E N T W I T H U S !

EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT
7:30 PM

�� �� ��

B E A T T H E C L O C K MO N D A Y - F R I D A Y !
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SCAN HERE for
music LINE UP

EVERY WEEKEND 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

12/12 Tommy Thompson
12/13 Kris Dabu

**DISCOUNTED RATES & ADDITIONAL OFFERINGS
THROUGH THANKSGIVING!**

Scan the QR to submit an inquiry or visit
ZORNBREWWORKS.COM/PRIVATE-EVENTS-2
to book!

12/19 Andrew Denlinger
12/20 Hicks Duo

Drafts
@ 3pm

Drafts
@ 4pm

Drafts
@ 5pm

ALL
DRAFTS!
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B OO K Y O U R N E X T E V E N T W I T H U S !

Serving Dinner 7 Days a Week | 4 P.M. - 9 P.M.
Saturdays | 2 P.M. - Bar Open Til Late Night
Sunday Champagne Brunch | 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.

B O O K Y O U R H O L I D A Y P A R T I E S A T T H E B R E W E R Y L O D G E !

O u r A t r i u m i s t h e p e r f e c t s p o t t o h o s t !
P R I V A T E B A R - U P S C A L E D I N N E R S E R V I C E - C A P A C I T Y F O R 4 0

I n q u i r e a t b r e w e r y l o d g e . c o m / p r i v a t e - e v e n t s
O R e m a i l i n f o @ b r e w e r y l o d g e . c o m

http://www.thebeacher.com
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F I S H  M A R K E T

Making Spirits Bright
Y O U R  W I N T E R  H O L I D A Y  H E L P E R

DEC

Pick Up Catering . Fresh Fish Daily . Special Order Seafood

E T

READY! 

HOLIDAY 

MENU

arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Industrial/Commercial

• Fully Insured
Family Owned

Since 1997

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

LaPorte County Public Library
Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue 

fi nes. Customers only will be charged for items they 
damage, lose or never return.  

The following programs are planned:
• All Things True Crime Book Club from 5:30-

6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11, at the main li-
brary Meeting Room A. The group meets the 
second Thursday of each month. The Dec. 11 fo-
cus is Ann Rule’s Practice to Deceive.

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
Dec. 12, at the main library. The storytime in-
cludes rhymes, music and activities.

• ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas from 10-
11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 13, at the main library 
Meeting Room B. The holiday program features 
a marionette performance.

• Little Stories of LaPorte from noon-1 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 13, at the main library Meet-
ing Room B. Learn often overlooked pieces of 
LaPorte County history. 

• Choose Your Own Storytime from 4-4:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 15, at the main library Multi-
purpose Room. Structured around the Every 
Child Ready to Read curriculum, children help 
choose the books read during the program.

• Readers Corner — Book Club from 6-7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, at the Coolspring Library 
Branch Meeting Room. The focus is Samantha 
Silva’s Mr. Dickens and His Carol.

• The Taste of TikTok from 4-5 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 17, at the main library Multipur-
pose Room. Using the Charlie Cart, participants 
will make viral TikTok recipes to practice basic 
cooking skills. The recipe is “Grinch cake pops.” 
Anyone with food allergies should take appropri-
ate precautions. 

• Chapter Chats Book Club from 6-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 17, in the main library 
Study Cafe. The book theme is “Cozy up for the 
Holidays.” 

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.thebeacher.com
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Kevin Murphy Products

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45+ years

Michael V. Riley
Espar and Associates Building
501 Pine St.
Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925
Website: mvrileylaw.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
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CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

39 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach
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$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

We are located at 211North EddyStreet, SouthBend, IN.

Call us at 574-237-9294, visit our website at
www.southbendclinic.com/services/orthopaedics, or
scan theQRcode to learn more!

Specializing in:
Direct Anterior Total Hip Replacement
Robotic-Assisted Knee Replacement
VELYS Hip and Knee Technology

Fellowship-Trained Total Joint Orthopedic Surgeon

RECLAIM YOURMOBILITY

Trained at Mayo Clinic University of Notre Dame Alumnus

RECLAIM YOURMOBILITY

Trained at Mayo Clinic University of Notre Dame Alumnus

Fellowship-Trained Total Joint Orthopedic Surgeon
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

On December 11, 1719, the fi rst recorded New 
England sighting of the Aurora Borealis took place.

On December 11, 1872, Louisiana’s Lt. Gov. Ben-
ton Stewart Pinchback became acting governor, the 
fi rst African American to govern an American state.

On December 11, 1901, Guglielmo Marconi re-
ceived the fi rst radio signal sent across the Atlantic 
Ocean. The signal traveled from England to New-
foundland, a distance of approximately 2,000 miles.

On December 11, 1909, the fi rst public show-
ing of movies in color was achieved by running fi lm 
through red and green screens. Many of the viewers 
complained of headaches.

On December 11, 1921, Chicago’s Thomas “Ter-
rible Tommy” O’Connor (convicted of killing a police 
detective), escaped from Cook County Jail four days 
before he was to be hanged. 

On December 11, 1941, the United States de-
clared war on Germany and Italy.

On December 12, 1792, in Vienna, Ludwig van 
Beethoven, 22, paid 19 cents for his fi rst music les-
son from Franz Joseph Haydn.

On December 12, 1870, South Carolina’s Joseph 
Raney became the fi rst African American to serve in 
the U.S. House of Representatives.

On December 12, 1889, Boston’s George F. 
Grant received a patent for a golf tee.

On December 12, 1917, the Rev. Edward Flana-
gan founded Boys Town outside Omaha, Neb.

On December 12, 1925, the nation’s fi rst motel, 
which went by the name of the Motel Inn, opened in 
the California city of San Luis Obispo.

On December 12, 1975, Sara Jane Moore plead-
ed guilty to trying to kill President Gerald Ford 
three months earlier in San Francisco.

On December 13, 1769, New Hampshire’s Dart-
mouth College received its charter.

On December 13, 1927, Yehudi Menuhin, a 
10-year-old child violinist, made his successful New 
York debut in Carnegie Hall. After the triumphant 
recital, he was asked what he would like next. 
“Some ice cream,” was his reply.

On December 13, 1928, George Gershwin’s “An 
American in Paris” premiered in New York’s Carn-
egie Hall.

On December 13, 1978, the U.S. Mint issued 
the ill-fated Susan B. Anthony dollar.

On December 14, 1799, at his home in Mount 
Vernon, Va., George Washington, the nation’s fi rst 
president, died at age 67.

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
http://www.southbendclinic.com/services/orthopaedics
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On December 14, 1902, the cable ship Silver-
ton set out from San Francisco to lay the fi rst cable 
from the mainland to Honolulu. On Jan. 1, 1903, 
the cable was ready to transmit messages.

On December 14, 1910, a $10 million gift from 
Andrew Carnegie established the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace. The purpose was to 
work toward peace through research, publications 
and other educational activities.

On December 14, 1911, Norwegian explorer 
Roald Amundson made the fi rst recorded visit to the 
South Pole, beating out Robert F. Scott.

On December 14, 1936, “You Can’t Take It With 
You,” a delightful play by Moss Hart and George 
S. Kaufman, opened for a long run at New York’s 
Booth Theatre.

On December 15, 1791, the fi rst law school in 
the United States was born when the trustees of 
University of Pennsylvania elected James Wilson to 
the post of professor of law.

On December 15, 1919, the U.S. Supreme Court 
upheld the “National Prohibition Act.”

On December 15, 1938, in Washington, Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt presided over ground-
breaking ceremonies for the Jefferson Memorial.

On December 15, 1939, “Gone With the Wind” 
premiered at Loew’s Grand Theater in Atlanta.

On December 16, 1770, German composer Lud-
wig van Beethoven was born in Bonn.

On December 16, 1775, Jane Austin, author of 
the classic “Pride and Prejudice,” was born at Steven-
ton, a small town about 50 miles southwest of London.

On December 16, 1905, Variety, a weekly maga-
zine devoted to all phases of show business, came 
out with its fi rst edition. It contained 16 pages and 
sold for a nickel.

On December 16, 1916, Grigori Rasputin, the 
“mad monk” who wielded a mystical infl uence over 
the Czar and Czarina of Russia, was lured to a 
Petrograd palace and poisoned. When this failed to 
kill him, he was stabbed to death and his body sunk 
beneath the ice of a local canal.

On December 17, 1791, a New York City traf-
fi c regulation established the new nation’s fi rst one-
way street.

On December 17, 1835, Hiram Husumin was ap-
pointed chief engineer of Chicago’s fi rst fi re company.

On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur 
Wright made the world’s fi rst successful airplane 
fl ight as they soared over the sand dunes near Kitty 
Hawk, N.C. Only fi ve people, besides themselves, 
were present. Although a general invitation had 
been issued to everyone within a fi ve- or six-mile 
radius, not many were willing to face a cold Decem-
ber wind to see, as they no doubt thought, another 
fl ying machine that would not fl y.

On December 17, 1933, in the fi rst professional 
football world championship, the Chicago Bears de-
feated the New York Giants 23-21.

FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 7pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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Senior Discount 
7 Days a Week 7am – 10am
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL  
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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In the Area 
Dec. 10 — Holiday Wreath Craft, 5-7 p.m., 

Red Mill County Park, 0185 S. Holmesville Road, 
LaPorte. Cost: $8. Registration: (219) 325-8315.

Dec. 11 — Holiday Harp with Debra Sawyer, 2 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Dec. 11 — Duneland Stamp Club, 4 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 11 — All Things True Crime Book Club, 
5:30-6:30 p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 
Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 11 — Michigan City Area Schools’ “One City, 
One Sound,” 7 p.m., Michigan City High School’s 
gymnasium, 8466 Pahs Road. Free, Salvation Army 
donations accepted.

Dec. 12 — Holiday Bracelet Spectacular, 4-5 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 12, 26 — Christmas Candlelight Tour, 6-8 
p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St. Tickets: 
$25. Reservations: www.barkermansion.org

Dec. 13 — Cookie walk, 9 a.m.-noon, First United 
Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Cost: $10/
pound.

Dec. 13 — Genealogy Help with Colleen 
Miltenberger, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Michigan City Public 
Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 13 — Breakfast with Mrs. Claus & the Elves, 
10-11 a.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St. 
Tickets: $20. Reservations: www.barkermansion.org

Dec. 13 — ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas, 10-
11 a.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 13 — Photo with Santa, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 13 — Little Stories of LaPorte, noon-1 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org 

Dec. 13-14 — Michigan City Messiah, 7 p.m./
Dec. 13, 2 p.m./Dec. 14, St. Mary of the Immaculate 
Conception Church, 400 W. 10th St. Free. Info: 
www.mcmessiah.com, Facebook.

Dec. 13 – LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra 
Holiday at the Pops concert, 7-9 p.m., LaPorte Civic 
Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St. Online tickets: balcony 
child seats/$11.20, adult seats/$26.50. Reservations/
info: https://lcso.net/

Dec. 15 — A Very Merry Violin Concert, noon-1 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Dec. 15 — Choose Your Own Storytime, 4-4:30 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 15 — Mario Kart in Real Life (ages 9-17), 4-6 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 15, 21 — Michigan City Chamber Music 
Festival free holiday concerts. First: noon Dec. 15/
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Second: 3 p.m./Trinity Episcopal Church Bishop’s 
Mansion, 600 Franklin St. Info: www.mccmf.org, 
(219) 561-1939.

Dec. 16 — Music for Littles (birth-5), 10-10:30 
a.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Dec. 16 — Wandering Watercolors, 10 a.m.-noon, 
Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 West, 
LaPorte. Register: (219) 325-8315.

Dec. 16 — Readers Corner-Book Club, 6-7 p.m., 
Coolspring Library Branch, 6925 W. County Road 
400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 17 — Dungeons & Dragons (ages 13-17) , 4-6 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 

We Need Your Help!
During heavy snowfall, shovel as much snow away from 
your paper tube as possible so we can deliver each week’s  

edition. Previous editions are available at our office,  
911 Franklin St., if we are unable to deliver them to you.

http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.mcmessiah.com
https://lcso.net/
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.mccmf.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
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St. Info: dwolf@mclib.org
Dec. 17 — The Taste of TikTok, 4-5 p.m., LaPorte 

County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Dec. 17 — A Brush with Madness, 5-7 p.m., 
Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 West, 
LaPorte. Cost: $8. Register: (219) 325-8315.

Dec. 17 — Mansion After Hours: Yuletide 
Favorites, 6-8 p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 
Washington St. Tickets: $25. Reservations: www.
barkermansion.org

Dec. 17 — Chapter Chats Book Club, 6-7 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org 

Through Dec. 21 — Holiday Show & Sale, The 
Beverly Shores Depot Museum & Art Gallery, 525 
S. Broadway. Holiday sale hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sat., 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun.

Through Dec. 24 —Winter Wonderland ex-
hibit (Melissa Griffi n, Dina Heijselaar, Madeleine 
Schooley, Brian Teixeira), The Rising Phoenix Gal-
lery, 2817 Franklin St. Gallery hours: noon-6 p.m. 
Thur.-Sat. Info: www.RisingPhxGallery.com

Through December — Christmas Cottage vis-
its, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washing-
ton St. Cost: $5/per person. Reservations: www.
barkermansion.org 

Through Dec. 31 — “Create, Connect, Resist” 
(work by The Resistance Artists of America), Ellen 
Firme Gallery, 92 W. U.S. 12, Beverly Shores.

Through Dec. 31 — Michigan City Art League, 
The Legacy Center Gallery, Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Hours: 6 
a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 
a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com 

Through Jan. 2, 2026 — Holiday Artisan 
Market, Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. 
Second St. Info: jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org, (219) 
874-4900. 

Through Jan. 16 — Art Exhibition Wall 
(Michigan City-based artist Laura Kittle), Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049. 

Through Feb. 15, 2026 — “LIT! Site-Specifi c In-
stallations by Maria Burundarena and Luftwerk,”  
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 
Info: (219) 874-4900, jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org 

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in Michigan City — Adult Children 
of Alcoholic and Family Dysfunction (ACA), 6 p.m., 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 600 Franklin St. Info: 
(219) 801-1296.

First Monday of the Month (February, 

April, June, August, October, December) — 
Cancer Support Group, 5-6 p.m., Franciscan Health 
Woodland Cancer Center Community Room, 8955 
W. County Road 400 North, Michigan City. Info/
registration: (219) 861-5820.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance 
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 
W. McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 
p.m. Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Genealogy Help with Pat Harris, 
1-4 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17), 
3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 1506 Washington St. Doors open: 4 
p.m. Bingo: 6 p.m. $40 entrance fee (includes specials 
except Winner Takes All & Jackpot). Jackpot 
consolation $300 guaranteed. Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays — Great Lakers Auto Club Cruise-In, 
5 p.m., Al’s, 3535 Franklin St.

Second Tuesday of the Month — Stroke Sup-
port Group for Survivors and Caregivers, 2 p.m., 
Mother Maria Theresia Room, Franciscan Health 
Michigan City, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: Kelly 
Wise at Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meeting for Friends/
Family of Alcoholics, 6 p.m., Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 600 Franklin Square. Enter at Sixth Street 
Barker Hall side. Info: Candy at (708) 927-5287.

Thursdays — Needle Arts Club, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 a.m. 
Info: Jan at (219) 241-8757, Paula at (219) 588-
3127, www.oa.org

In the Region

Dec. 12 — Holiday sing-along with Kay Lewis, 7 
p.m., Marshall J. Gardner Center for the Arts, 540 
S. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Free. 
Info: www.millerbeacharts.org, (219) 885-9114.

Dec. 12-Jan. 22 — Annual members exhibit, 
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Reception: 
noon-2 p.m. Dec. 13. Info: www.chestertonart.org, 
(219) 926-4711.

Dec. 13 – The Region of Three Oaks Museum 
bake-sale fundraiser, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. EST, Three 
Oaks Heritage Hall, 8 E. Linden St. Info: (269) 470-
6305, trotommuseum@gmail.com

Dec. 13 – Holiday Greek Bake Sale, 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. EST, Annunciation-Agia Paraskevi Greek Or-
thodox Church, 18000 Behner Road, New Buffalo, 
Mich. Info: (269) 231-9052.

Dec. 13 — The History Museum Book Fair, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. EST, 808 W. Washington St., South 
Bend. Free admission. Info: (574) 235-9664, Ext. 
6256, www.historymuseumSB.org

Continued on Page 34
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Dec. 13 — Happy Owl-idays, 1 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 14 — Animal Search Party, 10 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 14 – Christmas at Copshaholm, 4-7 p.m. 
EST, South Bend’s Oliver Mansion (The History Mu-
seum), 808 W. Washington St. Cost: $15, $10/mem-
bers, $5/youth 6-17, free/5 & younger. Info: www.his-
torymuseumSB.org, (574) 235-9664, Ext. 6256.

Through Dec. 24 — Holiday Gift Gallery, Art 
Barn School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, Val-
paraiso. Info: www.artbarnschool.org, (219) 462-9009.

Through Feb. 9, 2026 — “A Bear’s Natural 
Habitat: The Return of Fozzie’s Studebaker,” The 
Studebaker National Museum, 201 Chapin St., 
South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/
seniors 60 & older, $7/youth ages 6-18.  Info: (888) 
391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org

Through April 26, 2026 — “From a Bailly Point 
of View,” Porter County Museum (PoCo Muse), 
20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso. Museum hours: 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tue.-Sun. Free admission. Info: www.
pocomuse.org, @pocomuse on social media.

Through May 25, 2026 — “Reel Rides: Cars of 
TV & Film,” Studebaker National Museum, 201 
Chapin St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/
adults, $9.50/seniors 60 & older, $7/youth ages 6-18.  
Info: (888) 391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org 

Through May 31, 2026 — “Rockne: Life & Leg-
acy,” South Bend’s The History Museum, 808 W. 
Washington St. Info: www.historymuseumSB.org, 
(574) 235-9664.

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Holiday 
Inn.” Time: 7 p.m. Dec. 11. Also: “Hamnet.” Rated 
PG-13. Times: 4 & 7:15 p.m. Dec. 12, 1 & 4:15 p.m. 
Dec. 14, 7 p.m. Dec. 16. Also: “Live at The Vickers: 
Katie Todd and Betsy Ade.” Time: 8-10 p.m. Dec. 
13. All times Eastern. The theater is located at 6 N. 
Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. Info:  www.vickersthe-
atre.com, (269) 756-3522.

Continued From Page 33

Got Something to Sell?
Have a Service People Need?

Get fast results with a classified in
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HOLIDAY GREEK BAKE SALE
Friday Nov 21 and Saturday Nov 22 & Dec 13

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. EST

ANNUNCIATION-AGIA PARASKEVI
Greek Orthodox Church
(on US 12 at Exit 4B, I-94)

18000 Behner Road, New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-231-9052
Museum Tours Available

Sponsored by Orthodox Philanthropic Society

 

St. Stanislaus Convent
Resale Shop
Michigan City, IN 46360

(219) 874-4743
 

Rolloff       Clean-Outs          Demolition

Curtis Flooring
(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile
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Home sweet home starts here

Beyond

Lois Swanson
Mortgage Advisor
219-873-2693

NMLS# 586274

It's time to lead the life you were meant to live!
219-878-0322                 www.jeanneanncannon.com
                                 jeanneanncannon@comcast.net

LIVE TALK RADIO CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Holiday Wreath Craft
Make a pine-cone wreath from 5-7 p.m. Wednes-

day, Dec. 10, at Red Mill County Park.
The cost is $8. Register in advance by calling  

(219) 325-8315.

Wandering Watercolors
The free program is from 10 a.m.-noon Tuesdays 

Dec. 16, Jan. 6 and Feb. 17, at Luhr County Park, 
3178 S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte.

Take a short walk around the park, then paint a 
nature journal-style watercolor art. All supplies are 
provided. Call (219) 325-8315 to register.

A Brush with Madness
The all-ages program is from 5-7 p.m. Wednesday, 

Dec. 17, Jan. 14 and Feb. 18, at Luhr County Park, 
Participants follow easy painting directions, with 

all supplies provided. No experience is necessary. 
The cost is $8 per person. Register in advance by 
calling  (219) 325-8315.

Elves in Trouble 
Check the LaPorte County Parks Facebook page 

for clues to fi nd ornaments at the parks through
Jan. 8.

When fi nding an ornament, take a selfi e with it 
and post it on the page. Leave the ornaments for 
others to fi nd.

FUMC Cookie Walk
The Ladies of First United Methodist Church will 

host a cookie walk from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, Dec. 
13, at the church, 121 E. Seventh St.

The cost is $10 a pound, and visitors pick their  fa-
vorite cookies. All funds raised benefi t the church’s  
outreach missions.

Chesterton Art Center
Chesterton Art Center’s annual members exhibit 

runs Dec. 12-Jan. 22, with an artists reception from 
noon-2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13.

The exhibit features hundreds of works in an 
array of media, including painting, photography, 
sculpture, drawing, glass, wood and ceramics.

The reception is  free and open to the public. Light 
bites and refreshments will be provided. 

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday, 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday and closed Sunday. Call the 
center at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.
org for more details.

Cancer Support Groups
Franciscan Health will offer a free cancer support 

group for patients and caregivers in the Franciscan 
Health Woodland Cancer Care Center community 
room, 8955 W. County Road 400 North.

Beginning Feb. 2, the Michigan City group meets 
from 5-6 p.m. the fi rst Monday of every even month 
(February, April, June, August, October and Decem-
ber). Franciscan facilitators guide the discussion. 

Space is limited, and registration is required. 
Participants may attend as many sessions as they’d 
like, and they don’t have to be Franciscan Health 
patients. Attendees may be asked to wear masks for 
the health and safety of everyone present.

Call (219) 861-5820 for more information and to 
register.

http://www.thebeacher.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
CHAFFEUR

Airport shuttles, local/long distance, events, snowbird drop-offs. Licensed, 
insured. Call Sean: (219) 872-9603.

Dog walker, sitter, feeder, pooper scooper.
References available. Call or text (219) 877-4978. 

BUSINESS SERVICES
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Follow the Yellow Brick Road to Lefty’s Pro Shop and pick up a Lefty’s 
Pro Shop gift certificate for any amount you want. No expiration date to 
choose from Lefty’s vast golf equipment and apparel. Call (219) 873-
0858 for an appointment and remember, if we don’t have it, you 

don’t need it.
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

Comfort Keepers
Providing Comforting Solutions for In-Home Care

Homemaking, Personal & Companion Care from 3 to 24 hours of care 
per day. Comfort Keepers is fully insured. Our compassionate caregivers 
undergo Lifetime Background Screening, are fully trained and supervised. 
Complimentary in-home consultations offered. Call us at (219) 362-9800

 www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
29 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 
references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 612-7690.

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning. Check out my 

5-star ratings online!
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
AOP Cleaning & Maintenance LLC

Still growing and happy to take new customers to assist with serving 
your needs. Cleaning, laundry, organization, maintenance, move-outs, 
construction cleans & more. Ask what we offer! We are striving to build 
a company that is servicing our community, with local businesses and 

residential homes! (219) 617-8937 • aopenterprises1@gmail.com • 
#SupportYourLocalBusinesses

PK PRECISE CLEANING LLC: Your Space, My Masterpiece
Holiday discounts. Residential, airbnb, construction cleans, deep cleans. 

References upon request. Call Pamela @ (219) 393-0959.
HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • 

Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC

(773) 414-4086 • (219) 363-9069
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. REMODELING
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! We specialize in full-service 
bathroom remodels and kitchen remodels. Also, all aspects of Interior/

Exterior Remodeling, Painting & Roofing! Building Decks. Please call our 
expert staff for a free quote.

Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803
QUALITY IS OUR SPECIALTY!

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Painting: Interior/exterior • And Much More • Free estimates. 20+ years 

exp. Recommendations available. Insured. 
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666.

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 27-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840
STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 

vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 
Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 50 yrs. experience.

  terrystandring@hotmail.com

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. 31 years experience. Fully insured. Interior/exterior 
painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding and more. 

Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering & 
Stone • Eifs • Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/

bonded. Call (219) 229-2352. 
Russo Painting Company: interior/exterior house painting

Free estimates. Call (219) 299-7732.
JOSEPH K PAINTING LLC

Interior • Exterior - Commercial • Residential
Drywall Repairs & Pressure Washing

Free estimates • Insured
Serving Michigan City…and the surrounding areas.

Call (219) 448-0733 and ask for Joseph
or send an email to: josephk@joseph-painting.com

ZABA PAINTING: LOCAL, TRUSTED, PROFESSIONAL!
Serving the lakefront of Indiana and Michigan

High quality results. Expert knowledge. Premium finishes. Free estimates.
Contact Zach Baker: (219) 878-3325, zbaker113@gmail.com

Alpha Power Washing and Painting LLC
Detail-Driven. Reliable. Professional.

Painting Interior, Cabinet Painting, Drywall Repairs,
Staining and Epoxy Garage Floors.

Call Steven for a Free Estimate @ (219) 809-1365

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. 

Facebook.com/abeslawncare
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow plowing. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter clean-
ing, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine dethatch-

ing. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
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EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-

up, power washing. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

Fall Cleanups and Leaf Removal
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com

MOTA’S LANDSCAPING LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING

Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.
License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.
Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • 

Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 
(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com

Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.
Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.

SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Now accepting clients for the 2025 season.

Mowing Service • Cleanups • Trimming • Mulch • Weeding & Power 
Washing • Gutter Cleaning • Junk Removal. Fully insured.

Free estimates. Call Jose: (219) 369-7522 
or email serranospropertymain219@gmail.com

JOSE LAWN CARE LLC • (219) 861-9225 • alejodedios7@gmail.com
Full service: mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. 

Concrete, pavers, patio. Fully insured.
100 Acre Farm Lawn Care and Snow Removal LLC

We are a small local business for all your lawn care and snow removal 
needs. We offer cuts, edging, weed eating, landscaping, mulching, power 

washing, fall and spring cleanups, snow removal and salting! No job 
is too small or too big! We are offering a 10% discount for military and 

seniors. Please call or text (269) 586-4303 for questions and estimates. 
Se Habla Espanol!

SCOTT’S LAWN SERVICE
Fall/spring cleanup & power washing. Snow removal. Call (219) 229-2893

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club

Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Experienced painters wanted. Competitive wages. 
Please call Matt at (312) 927-8489.

FOR SALE
Small commercial smoker oven (Pit Boss Grills), 3 ovens included, 8 
ways to cook, phone-app controlled. $1,900 new, never used, first $1,200 

offer takes it. Will deliver. Call/text (219) 877-4978.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
JACKPOT CONSIGNMENTS & ESTATE SALES 

1919 E. U.S. 12. Liberty Trail entrance
We buy and sell art, jewelry & furniture.

Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Call (312) 953-7306.
Timeless Treasures Estate Sales & Liquidation Services LLC

Giving Peace of Mind During Difficult Times.
We are a full-service estate sale and liquidation company, servicing NW 

Indiana. We handle the whole process from A-Z so you don’t have to. Call 
Michael today to schedule your free no obligation estate assessment. 

(219) 814-7227.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

HOME WATCH
Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More

Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL 

Whalen Storage: 10x10 and 10x15 available 
3201 E. U.S. 12. (219) 898-8282 
RENTALS INDIANA

Stop 31: 2BR, 1BA updated ranch. Short-term and off-season available. 
Contact cmpgsusan@gmail.com

1-Bedroom Furnished Apartment in Michigan City
Less than a mile from the beach, in a quiet, non-smoking building. Fully 
furnished, Wi-Fi, two TVs, kitchen utensils, bedding and towels included, 

no pets. $1,200/month. 4 months (off-season Airbnb). Available now. 
Must pass a background check, credit check required. Perfect for a 

hassle-free, peaceful short-term stay. Contact (219) 742-9654 for more 
details or viewing. 

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Happy Owl-idays at 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13. 
Humane Indiana Wildlife Director Nicole Har-
mon will introduce native Indiana Dunes owls, 
and discuss their adaptations and characteris-
tics. Meet at the Nature Center auditorium. The 
program is outside unless the weather is poor.

• Animal Search Party at 10 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 
14. Meet a naturalist at the nature center for an 
easy walk searching for animal signs and activity.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

Advent Study
“Holy Darkness,” a free three-week Advent Bible 

study, is at noon Thursdays, Dec. 4, 11 and 18, at St. 
Luke United Lutheran Church, 2000 E. Coolspring 
Ave.

Participants can take a lunch; however, soup will 
be provided.
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The Proving Ground by Michael Connelly 
(hardcover $32 retail in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook and audiobook. 384 pages.)

Mickey Haller is known as “The Lincoln Lawyer” 
because he started his practice in the backseat of a 
Lincoln town car. And if you’ve never read a “Lin-
coln Lawyer” book, this is a good place to start, even 
though it’s the book in the series.

Connelly’s story about the law and ethics is as 
good as anything by John Grisham. These authors 
take us into the heart of a trial and all that entails 
— the twists and turns of trying to make a case for 
your client while punching holes in the defense. 

Here, you’ll be utterly absorbed by this “ripped 
from today’s headlines” story 
about a civil case against some-
one named Clair. 

Such a pretty name. Who’d 
guess she is a killer? See, while 
Clair has big beautiful eyes, gor-
geous silky hair — well, she isn’t 
real. Clair is the AI — Artifi cial 
Intelligence — project that Tidal-
waiv LLC invents, and the source 
of litigation that will soon come 
before Judge Margaret Ruhlin. 

Actually, Haller is suing Tidal-
waiv LLC civilly on behalf of the 
two families involved in some-
thing no family wants — the 
murder of a child.

Since Haller recently left crim-
inal law for civil cases, this one 
could prove his worth: It could 
make or break him. After all, 
Tidalwaiv has millions of dollars 
behind it, and an army of hot-
shot lawyers…Does Haller have 
a chance? 

“This was a fi ght for the future 
of everyone — or at least that was 
how I would argue it.”

Here are the facts…
A 17-year-old boy, Aaron Colton, takes a gun to 

school and kills his former girlfriend, Rebecca Ran-
dolph. He says Clair — whom he renamed Wren —  
said something to the effect that Rebecca had to go, 
which Aaron interpreted as killing her.

Tidalwaiv approaches Haller with a huge mon-
etary offer to make the court case go away. It seems 
the company is for sale, and talks with Musk, Micro-
soft, Google and others could disappear if the case 
becomes national news. Here’s where the problem 
comes in: one of many. The boy’s parents want to 
take the money and run, while the dead girl’s moth-
er wants a public apology from Tidalwaiv, and as-
surance that creating new safeguards will be more 
conscientious in future experimentations. As the 
trial progresses, there might be some rethinking 

from the parents about a settlement…that money 
sure is looking good, but maybe cooler heads will 
prevail. Maybe.

Connelly is brilliant in a story that seems tailored 
for him to write. His characters are believable, the 
court action, from jury selection to witness ques-
tioning, is thoroughly engrossing. We can’t deny the 
subject matter will continue to make headlines.

Connelly weaves in another 
case from years ago, when he 
was a fairly young lawyer. An in-
nocent man was sent to jail, and 
now, his daughter wants him re-
leased, not only because he is in-
nocent, but because he has can-
cer and only nine months to live. 
His story is one that happens 
too often, and has been brought 
to public attention through The 
Innocence Project. And, perhaps 
it is a lead into the next Mick-
ey Haller story, as he seeks re-
demption for his mistake. For 
now, however, all his resources 
must be focused on the Tidal-
waiv case.

Connelly keeps the playing 
fi eld current, as he throws in 
the California fi res from several 
years ago. His fi rst ex-wife lost 
her home and now has to live in 
Haller’s guest room. Wow. Do 
you think she will stay there? 
Memories of why you got a di-
vorce years ago can be supersed-

ed by the human heart, which only wants to recall 
the fond memories. Maybe it’s just a moment’s lapse 
of judgement. Yeah, that’s it. However, it makes for 
an interesting side story. 

The fi nal word: This is the best Connelly book so 
far. Everything here — courtroom drama, AI ethics, 
morality, greed, witness intimidation — is designed  
for you to mull over once fi nishing the book. It’s a 
whole new world we are facing with AI technology. 
But have the scientists who so enthusiastically em-
brace it thought of the dangerous, long-range re-
percussions of unproven AI coding on the human 
world? Especially one that targets teens. Remember 
— “garbage in, garbage out.”

Connelly has written another 40 books that in-
clude the Rene Ballard series and Harry Bosch se-
ries. I’ve never found a Connelly book without merit.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/2.1ba / $469,000
Micky & Braedan Gallas • 219.861.6012

4 St Andrews Dr

At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

MICHIGAN CITY

3br/1ba / $249,900
Heather Conley • 219.575.5656

115 N Porter St

MICHIGAN CITY

3br/2ba / $174,900
Belinda Cooper • 219.229.0732

1402 Greenwood Ave

LONG BEACH

3br/2.1ba / $739,000         
Jordan Gallas • 219.861.3659

2201 Florimond Ave

MICHIGAN CITY

2br/1ba / $319,000
Michael Conner • 312.735.2912

206 S Lake Ave

MICHIANA SHORES

3br/2ba / $649,000
Jamie Hogan • 708.508.1991

221 Pokagon Dr

LA PORTE

3br/1.1ba / $195,900
Barb Pinks • 574.876.5967

916 Ohio St

MICHIGAN CITY 

4br/2.1ba / $589,000
Michael & Rudy Conner • 312.876.5967

504 Lake Ave

LA PORTE

3br/2.1ba / $429,000
Jordan Gallas • 219.861.3659

6476 W Lee Len Trl

111 Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360

Scan here to view our listings in NW Indiana

http://www.thebeacher.com
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BUYING, SELLINGOR LEASING
WEDO IT ALL!!!

1401 Lake Shore Drive, 46360 | 219-874-5209
513 Pine Lake Ave. | 219-324-4640
www.makethemovegroup.com

416 Perry St., LaPorte 46350
1,728 sq ft

Office Space for Lease
Jari Troth 219-363-9203

2721 S 75 W., LaPorte 46350
1404 sq ft

3 Bedrooms - 2 Bath
Ashlan Siford 219-363-6315

205 Lawrence St., LaPorte 46350
1022 sq ft

2 Bedrooms - 1 Bath
Ashlan Siford 219-363-6315

52 or 54 Victoria Circle, 46350
1388 sq ft

2 Bedrooms - 2 Bath
Mike Liberatore 219-363-2944

Hailee Hills 219-363-7840

418 Perry St. LaPorte, 46350
1,150 sq ft

Office Space for Lease
Lisa Cochran 219-363-2544

11333 S State Rd. 39, 46350
2168 sq ft

3 Bedrooms - 3 Bath
Meghan Maddox 219-877-5795

510 Carroll Ave., Michigan City
1000 sq ft

3 Bedrooms. -  1.5 Bath
Jenn Bauer 219-393-4882

1223 W State Rd 2, LaPorte 46350
960 sq ft Commercial Space

Mike Liberatore 219-363-2944
Hailee Hills 219-363-7840

809 Chicago St., LaPorte 46350
1514 sq ft

3 Bedrooms. -  1 Bath
Abigail Heaps 219-393-8149

LEASE FOR SALE FOR SALE

FOR SALE LEASE LEASE

LEASE LEASE FOR SALE

LEASE FOR SASS LE FOR SASS LE

FOR SALE LEASE LEASE

LEASE LEASE FOR SALE

http://www.makethemovegroup.com

