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A Gift of Song and Music
by Kim Nowatzke

St. Luke United Lutheran Church stepped in to serve as the December 2024 location for the Ruth Circle of United Women in Faith Cookie Walk. 
Provided photo.

First United Methodist Church witnessed 
the true meaning of good Samaritans af-
ter an unexpected series of events saw the 
community come to its rescue.

Now, congregation members will say thank-you 

through the church’s annual Madrigal Concert on 

Saturday, Dec. 20, complete with a free-will offer-

ing that will be divided among several area orga-

nizations that stepped up to help. 

“We are calling it ‘The Event,’” FUMC Director 
of Music Ministry Beverly Griffi th said of what 
prompted the community’s support, her sweet smile 
not diminishing the gravity of the situation. 

“The Event” arrived on Aug. 13, 2024, when the 
elevator in the 103-year-old building, 121 E. Sev-
enth St., malfunctioned, an arcing in the motor 
causing hydraulic fl uid to vaporize. 

Continued on Page 2
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“It was a hazardous waste type of situation,” she 
said. “ServiceMaster had to abate it.”

Tami Schoff, the church trustees’ chair, explained 
the situation in greater detail. 

“It went through all the ductwork. It misted the 
whole building. Anything close to the elevator was 
covered in the oily substance. The smell was so bad 
that we couldn’t stay in the building,” she said. “All 
the soft items – they were taken out to be cleaned 
and stored. All the carpet, ceiling tile and fl oor tile 
had to be torn out. A whole new elevator system was 
installed.” 

Nancy Nichols served as the Pastor when “The 
Event” happened. The Rev. Tammy Mills became 
the church’s pastor this past July, but nonetheless 
spoke of its far-reaching effects. She visited the 
church for the fi rst time amid its upheaval. 

“It was uninhabitable,” she said of the church. 
“They were literally churchless.”  

Adding insult to injury, a hailstorm after the el-
evator malfunction caused extensive damage to the 

A Gift of Song and Music
Continued from Page 1

church’s roof, requiring more repairs due to water 
damage. 

“It was so bad, we were collecting water in recy-
cling bins,” Schoff said. 

It took 10 months before the church, undergoing 
extensive renovation and remodeling, could resume 
to close to its former capacity.

This is where the story takes a turn. 
“All the churches rallied together,” Schoff said. 

“Everybody picked up slack really fast. I thought it 
was fantastic. It was nice because all the churches 
pulled together.” 

Mills agreed. 
“It’s a really good story of the good in people, of 

people stepping up and opening up. It’s a good re-
minder that people are there for each other. Some-
times, you’re inundated with all the ‘ick’ in the 
world. This is a reminder that there is light and 
love, and it’s closer than you think. It could be your 
neighbors.” 

Griffi th was awed by the community support. 
“The churches in the area went above and be-

yond,” she said. “This whole support network is 
here not just for the church, but for everyone.” 

A weekly Thursday Bible study grew out of First United Methodist Church’s partnership with
Rittenhouse Village of Michigan City (now The Elms at Michigan City). Provided photo.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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Then, there was Rittenhouse Village of Michigan 
City (now The Elms at Michigan City), 4300 Cleve-
land Ave. It was the fi rst to assist, allowing services 
to be held there at 9:30 a.m. Sundays. In fact, First 
United Methodist only missed one weekly service 
until it fi nally returned to its building for the June 
1, 2025, service. 

“A lot of the residents (at Rittenhouse) were 
members of our church who couldn’t get here unless 
someone brought them,” Griffi th said. 

Average Sunday attendance was 35-40. A weekly 
Thursday Bible study at 10:30 a.m. grew out of the 
partnership. 

“It has kept our precious connection to them,” 
Mills, who leads the study, said. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, 818 Franklin St., pro-
vided an offi ce and space for meetings of the fi nance 
committee, administrative council and specifi c 
events. This included Messy Church, which meets 
from 6-7:30 p.m. the fi rst Friday of each month. De-
scribed as a non-traditional, interactive service for 
all ages, it focuses on creative activities, songs and 
stories, typically with a meal. 

St. Paul Lutheran also generously allowed First 
United Methodist to use its printer for bulletins, 
newsletter and other needs. Griffi th can recall at 
least one funeral dinner there. 

With First United Methodist’s beloved Cookie 
Walk in jeopardy last December, St. Luke United 
Lutheran Church, 2000 E. Coolspring Ave., saved 
the day as the new location, with 189 boxes of cook-
ies sold. Organized by the Ruth Circle of United 
Women in Faith, the annual event’s proceeds are 
donated to worldwide missions, as well as local and 
community groups, its primary mission being Lu-
cille Raines Residence for Women in Indianapolis. 
This year’s Cookie Walk returned to its original 
church home. 

The Rev. Tammy Mills (left) and Director of Music Ministry Beverly Griffi th 
are photographed in the First United Methodist Church foyer.

Continued on Page 4
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Perhaps one of the most critical ministries jeop-
ardized by “The Event” was the Erik Tannehill 
Community Soup Kitchen, now its own non-profi t 
organization. The last meal had been served the day 
of the elevator disaster. After it occurred, however, 
all food in the church kitchen had to be discarded, 
Schoff said. 

However, the soup kitchen quickly moved to First 
Presbyterian Church, 121 W. Ninth St., then re-
turned to First United Methodist on Nov. 23. 

The soup kitchen began in 1989 by Jerry and 
Emily Scott, two Sunday school teachers at First 
United Methodist. Some of the fi rst volunteers were 
members of their class. Tannehill served as chef 
there for about a decade before his death on May 30, 
2023. He faithfully served at the St. Paul Lutheran 
Church soup kitchen, continuing in the new capac-
ity when the two soup kitchens combined. 

Bill Reynolds subsequently took over as the kitch-
en’s chef. A New Buffalo, Mich., resident, he previ-
ously owned Bill’s BBQ Restaurant for six years be-
fore COVID hit and he retired. 

“Since I have the most food experience” he said, 
“I’ve taken over ordering the food and planning the 
meals. I love to cook – I cook all the time.” 

The kitchen requires about six volunteers per day 
to distribute the 120 meals from 11:30 a.m.-12:15 
p.m. Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
with cleanup each day fi nishing at about 1 p.m. 

Volunteers always are welcome to help with meal 
preparation, handing out the to-go meals through 
the alley door (the only option since COVID) and 
cleaning up. 

“Some people are there every day (the church dis-
tributes),” Reynolds said.”You get to know them and 
their story.” 

Schoff said more 
than 200 meals per 
day were served to 
the community dur-
ing the pandemic. 
She said the non-
profi t welcomes do-
nations, aiming to 
use everything it 
receives. 

“The soup kitch-
en helps a lot of 
people in a lot of 
ways,” she said. 

As First United 
Methodist mem-
bers worked to get 
the church back on 
its feet, they were 
forced to take a 
hard look at spaces 
in the building that 
required overdue 
decluttering.

Unaware of that project’s scope before beginning, 
Griffi th and fellow congregation members Peggy Co-
peland and Donn and Claudi Weiler formed a Green 
Team in the spring of 2024 after three of them a 
seminar ironically titled “Broken Buildings.” They 
subsequently gathered all the old, unusable elec-
tronics into one room by April, designated as Earth 
Month.

Griffi th recalled all the items “unearthed,” in-
cluding an old organ donated to the church years 
before “that hissed at you when you turned it on,” 
she said with a laugh.

Committed to properly disposing of electronics, 
the Green Team arranged for a recycling company 
to pick up the items. 

With eco-friendly mindsets, and an assortment 
of items discovered throughout the remodeling pro-
cess, the Green Team, which now has seven mem-
bers, debuted the “Eclectic Shop” last month. In an 
underused library space and managed by Copeland, 
it combines not only the church fi nds, but also vari-
ous treasures from members’ homes. Open from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Fridays, the resale shop offers hand-
made items, small furniture items, decorations and 
gift ideas, as well as  fond memories of the past. A 
recycled vacation Bible school farm prop called the 
“Happy Barn” offers a fun photo opportunity.

With the outpouring of community support, First 
United Methodist began focusing on a way to say 
thanks to everyone. 

“Since I came in July,” Mills said, “it seemed to 
come up in every meeting how we could give back to 
those that did so much for us.” 

The church decided money collected from free-
will offerings at the annual Madrigal Concert, and 

Volunteers in the Erik Tannehill Soup Kitchen prepare food at First 
United Methodist Church. Chef Bill Reynolds is in the back on the left. 

Provided photo.

Peggy Copeland manages the new Eclectic 
Shop at First United Methodist Church. The 
shop is one positive result from the building 
elevator malfunction that left the congrega-

tion “churchless” for 10 months. 
Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

A Gift of Song and Music
Continued from Page 3
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the reprise the next day, will be distributed to those 
who supported the church in its time of need. 

“We enjoy singing. It’s what we do,” Mills said. 
“It’s a beautiful way to give back.” 

This year’s event returns to Barker Hall, where 
it was held in 2024, courtesy of Trinity Episcopal 
Church, which owns the historic building. 

“It was magical,” Griffi th said, “because it’s like 
you’re in a castle.” 

First United Methodist Church’s last Madrigal Concert was held Dec. 21, 2024, in Barker Hall, thanks to Trinity Episcopal Church. Provided photo.

This is the 16th annual event, which began as a 
concert and dinner. It wasn’t held in 2020 because 
of COVID. Upon returning in 2021, organizers 
dropped the dinner portion. 

“We are kind of known for the madrigal concert,” 
Mills said. “This is a gift of song and music. It fell 
into place and felt right. It all came together and 
felt perfect. This will help shine the light on how the 
community came together for us.”

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Mention “Beacher” and we will include a side 
of your choice & fountain drink on us.

Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers President Pat Fisher will 
lead the next program from 1-3 p.m. EST Saturday, 
Dec. 20, at Edward and Elizabeth Leonard Wildlife 
Preserve. 

The Chikaming Open Lands preserve protects 
108 acres along Lakeside Road in Chikaming Town-
ship. It consists of mature woodland, wetlands and 
agricultural land. Some of that land remains in pro-
duction today. The northern third of the preserve 
has not been farmed since at least the 1930s (if 
ever), which has allowed a mature forest to develop, 
with trees that could be more than 100 years old.

The 1.75-mile hike is considered easy to moder-
ate. HCH has an All-Terrain Rollator that may be 
reserved on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis by fi lling 
out the brief form at https://harborcountryhikers.
org/rollator.

Membership is preferred; however, the public is 
welcome. Dress for the weather, wear a sun hat and 
sturdy shoes or boots, and take preferred pest con-
trols and water. 

Visit www.harborcountryhikers.org or its Face-
book page for more details.

Edward and Elizabeth Leonard Wildlife Preserve. 

https://harborcountryhikers
http://www.harborcountryhikers.org
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Abigail Hayden Interiors & Design

Full Service Residential 
Interior Design Studio in 
Downtown Michigan City!

Call to schedule your design consultation today! 
269-762-2997 

AbigailHaydenInteriorDesign.com

TABOR HILL WINERY & RESTAURANT

185 MT TABOR RD •  BUCHANAN, MI 49107

TABORHILL.COM

SATURDAY, DEC 20  

Santa

LEARN MORE

A decadent brunch buffet featuring both 

classic favorites and chef-inspired dishes.

$50/adults |  $25/kids
10 and under

SANTA WILL VISIT  
FROM 11 AM TO 1 PM EST!

AT TABOR HILL WINERY & RESTAURANT

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

Check 
Out Our 

Daily 
Specials!

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

(219) 312-8119VETERAN OWNED

LaPORTE, INDIANA

KERRY 
HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING

Metamorphis Traveling Theatre will present performances of “Margaret & 
Pickles Re-Visit ‘The Gift of the Magi’” at 2 p.m. EST Friday, Dec. 19, and 
1 p.m. EST Friday, Jan. 2, at Woodland Terrace Senior Living, 8850 Red 
Arrow Highway, Bridgman, Mich. In the play, Margaret and Pickles (Judith 
Joseph and Doug Moon) are seniors who regularly entertain “guests” with 
their old Broadway show interpretations in music, dance and storytelling. 

Call (219) 872-4813 for more details. 

Metamorphis Traveling Theatre
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FRANCISCAN MEDICAL PAVILION
3500 Franciscan Way | Suite B | (219) 878-8200

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS
IN MICHIGAN CITY

Vinod Sehgal, MD

CARDIOLOGY

WELCOME OUR NEW PHYSICIAN

  CLINICAL INTERESTS

• Coronary Artery Disease 
& Chronic Cardiovascular 
Conditions

• Heart Failure Diagnosis 
& Treatment 

• Preventive Cardiology 
& Risk Factor Modification

http://www.thebeacher.com
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FOOD HOURS
MON. - THURS. 11 AM - 9 PM
FRI. & SAT. - 11 AM - 10 PM

SUN. 11 AM - 8 PM
PHONE: (219) 243-7157

605 E 9TH ST. MICH. CITY, IN

BOOK YOUR NEXT
MAJOR EVENT WITH

US!

SCAN TO BOOK
YOUR EVENT
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B OO K Y O U R N E X T E V E N T W I T H U S !

EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT
7:30 PM
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B E A T T H E C L O C K MO N D A Y - F R I D A Y !
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SCAN HERE for
music LINE UP

EVERY WEEKEND 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

**DISCOUNTED RATES & ADDITIONAL OFFERINGS
THROUGH THANKSGIVING!**

Scan the QR to submit an inquiry or visit
ZORNBREWWORKS.COM/PRIVATE-EVENTS-2
to book!

12/19 Andrew Denlinger
12/20 Hicks Duo

Drafts
@ 3pm

Drafts
@ 4pm

Drafts
@ 5pm

ALL
DRAFTS!
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B OO K Y O U R N E X T E V E N T W I T H U S !

Serving Dinner 7 Days a Week | 4 P.M. - 9 P.M.
Saturdays | 2 P.M. - Bar Open Til Late Night
Sunday Champagne Brunch | 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.

B O O K Y O U R H O L I D A Y P A R T I E S A T T H E B R E W E R Y L O D G E !

O u r A t r i u m i s t h e p e r f e c t s p o t t o h o s t !
P R I V A T E B A R - U P S C A L E D I N N E R S E R V I C E - C A P A C I T Y F O R 4 0

I n q u i r e a t b r e w e r y l o d g e . c o m / p r i v a t e - e v e n t s
O R e m a i l i n f o @ b r e w e r y l o d g e . c o m

Brothers Chris (left) and Mark Yagelski helped surprise their mother, 
Shirley, during her recent trip to Lakefront Salon & Spa, 912 Franklin St. 

Shirley turned 90, and the salon owner, Dianna Smith-Scott, threw a party 
to celebrate the occasion. Photo by Lance Werner.

Birthday Surprise

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:

• Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1237 E. Coolspring 
Ave., noon-5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 22.

• LaPorte EMS, 1203 State St., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 24.

Donors must be in good general health and feel-
ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

http://www.redcrossblood.org
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COOLSPRING HEALTH CENTER
1225 East Coolspring Avenue, Suite 2E | Michigan City | (219) 878-5014

SCHEDULE TODAY  IN-PERSON OR VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE

Alicja Milik, MD

INTERNAL MEDICINE

WELCOME OUR NEW PHYSICIAN

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS 
IN MICHIGAN CITY

Depression/Anxiety

Diabetes with Neurological 
Complications

Digestive Disorders, Gastritis

High Blood Pressure

Upper Respiratory Infections

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Residential • Commercial • Rentals • Airbnb
219.878.3227 • ATLAS-CC.COM

Family Owned/Operated • Eco Friendly Organic Products • Free Estimates 
Powerwashing Available • Full House Cleaning • Weekly/Biweekly

MEGAN FEGARAS • Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and Grout

Insured • 7+ Years of Professional Service • 10% Senior & Veteran Discount

Have Your Area Rugs 
Cleaned By Us!

Pickup & Drop-off up to 20 miles 
outside of Michigan City!

F I S H  M A R K E T

Making Spirits Bright
Y O U R  W I N T E R  H O L I D A Y  H E L P E R

DEC

Pick Up Catering . Fresh Fish Daily . Special Order Seafood

E T

READY! 

HOLIDAY 

MENU

601 Wabash St., Michigan City, IN

Free Photos with Santa
2-4 p.m.

Inside the Information Center

LAST CHANCE!!
to see Santa 

Saturday, Dec. 20

Holiday Hours:
Monday-Saturday — 10 a.m.-9 p.m.      Sunday — 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Christmas Eve 10 a.m.-6 p.m.       Christmas Day CLOSED
New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

12 
New Stores 
since last holiday season!
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FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST

MOORE 
CONSTRUCTION

ROOFING 
GUTTERS&&

LEAF GUARDS • SHINGLE ROOFS • REPAIRS • SOFFIT • FASCIA
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Deal directly with owner Michael Moore

(219) 777-0423
(312) 995-3994
Over 35 years in business

MOOREROOFS.COM

OR

http://www.thebeacher.com
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Fully InsuredFully Insured Jon StefankoJon Stefanko 
Land ClearingLand Clearing OwnerOwner

JON’S TREE SERVICEJON’S TREE SERVICE 
Tree Removal • Topping • TrimmingTree Removal • Topping • Trimming 

Stump Grinding • Complete Clean up Stump Grinding • Complete Clean up

Free EstimatesFree Estimates (219) 872-9472(219) 872-9472

1 Cord Split Wood 1 Cord Split Wood
$300 (delivered)$300 (delivered)

Half Loads Available Half Loads Available
$200 (delivered)$200 (delivered)

$50 an Hour for Stacking$50 an Hour for Stacking
All Hard Wood All Hard Wood

Delivery 7 Days a WeekDelivery 7 Days a Week

 

St. Stanislaus Convent
Resale Shop
Michigan City, IN 46360

(219) 874-4743
 

A Busy Season for JROTC
The true meaning of Christmas involves the giv-

ing of time and talent. 
Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Junior 

Reserve Offi cer Training Corps did just that Dec. 
6, competing in a military drill meet, helping The 

Salvation Army and 
leading the Michi-
gan City Festival of 
Lights parade.  

The military drill 
team earned second 
place in the Color 
Guard category at 
the Portage drill 
meet, with Rome-
oville, Ill., as the 
overall winner. 
Purdue University 
Navy/Marine Corps 
ROTC midshipmen 
judged the meet. 

Some of those 
same cadets then 
headed back to 
Michigan City to 

help offl oad donations to The Salvation Army. The 
cadets then changed back into their Dress Blue uni-
forms to lead the Festival of Lights parade through 
downtown Michigan City.

Cadets will remain busy right up to the holiday 
break. They supported the Dec. 11 Michigan City 
Area Schools “One City, One Sound” concert. They 
were to support the three home boys basketball 
games in December. The drill team will prepare 
for its next competition Jan. 31 at Indianapolis 
Ben Davis High School. They also will prepare for 
their presentations to Barker and Krueger middle 
schools Jan. 21.

All JROTC activities are done at no cost to the 
student nor MCHS; instead, the Marine Corps 
funds them. Visit www.mchs.educatemc.net/mcjrotc 
for more details on JROTC.

Cadets Private 1st Class Parker Wogoman 
(foreground) and Gunnery Sgt. Mercedes 
White offl oad a truck full of donations at 

The Salvation Army. Provided photo.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.mchs.educatemc.net/mcjrotc
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New Name! New Menu! New Location!

HOKKAIDO 
BOWLS & ROLLS

701 Washington St. 
Michigan City 

(219) 788-1018

After 10 years serving the community as Hokkaido Sushi Restaurant, 
we are excited to introduce our new name and new location: 

Hokkaido Bowls & Rolls!

Same quality and heart! 
Serving Michigan City  

for a Decade!

Enjoy our expanded menu:
• Teppanyaki chicken, shrimp & veggies

• Chicken katsu & Japanese fried chicken

• Ramen, stir-fried noodles & fried rice

• Custom bowls with your choice of protein

• Fresh sushi rolls and Japanese favorites

http://www.thebeacher.com
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How revelatory that at 96, June Squibb is doing 
the best work of her career.

Movies typically dump aged actors into roles 
clearly beneath them. They’re crude comic relief 
or sad symbols of lost vitality. But with last year’s 
“Thelma” and now “Eleanor the Great,” Scarlett 
Johansson’s directorial debut, Squibb is redefi ning 
the potency of movies where seniors ex-
plore truths about themselves and the 
world around them.

Johansson proves herself a solid di-
rector, and while her movie lacks the 
edge of “Thelma,” it allows Squibb to 
sink her teeth into a complex role. She 
plays the title character, a 94-year-old 
woman who for the past 11 years has 
lived with best friend Bessie (Rita Zo-
har), a widowed Holocaust survivor. 
When Bessie dies, Eleanor returns to 
New York City to live with her daugh-
ter, Lisa (Jessica Hecht). Their relation-
ship is tenuous at best: a daughter who 
views her mother as a harpy, one who 
rubs salt on every misstep in her life.

Eleanor, however, honors her daugh-
ter’s request to visit the local Jewish 
Community Center. It is there two piv-
otal events occur. First, she’s acciden-
tally mistaken for a Holocaust survivor 
and asked to share her story in a sup-
port group. In the gathering is a young 
NYC student interested in journalism, 
Nina (the wonderful Erin Kellyman). 
She, too, is grieving, but attending only to fi nd a 
good story for a class project.

The movie makes it clear that Eleanor is not a 
Holocaust survivor. Tory Kamen’s script carefully 
maneuvers through the slippery slope here, the 
pressure she feels to ensure Bessie’s story is heard. 
So, Eleanor claims Bessie’s past as her own, sharing 
it with the support group.

Movies where characters perpetuate a lie make 
me itch. They undermine the bonds formed between 
characters because we sit there waiting for the ball 
to drop: the moment of truth, the pleas for forgive-
ness. Johansson, as director, does little to sidestep 
where Kamen’s script is headed.

But Squibb, as with “Thelma,” is a revelation. 
In that fi lm, and again with “Eleanor the Great,” 
there are none of the trappings older actors fi nd 
themselves reduced to playing. Eleanor is not feeble 
nor mentally shaky. She’s refreshingly sharp and 
agile. Johansson scatters bits and pieces of Bessie’s 
story — the one Eleanor appropriates as her own —  
throughout the movie. Watch Squibb, patiently lis-
tening. There is a stark intensity in her eyes. Shock, 

understanding and empathy. Those scenes, alone, 
afford Squibb a subtle power that rarely garners 
Oscar’s attention, which is unfortunate. Squibb is 
Oscar-worthy, and her scenes with Kellyman (the 
striking young actress from Disney+’s “The Fal-
con and the Winter Soldier”) light up the movie. A 
friendship distanced by generations, but united by a 

thirst for companionship and acceptance.
I used the word empathy earlier to describe 

Squibb. In the last act, when all is revealed, the 
initial anger and shock by Kellyman falls directly 
in line with what we expect. Then comes the unex-
pected. Kellyman’s father, Roger (the great Chiwe-
tel Ejiofor), is a local news anchor with the potential 
to expose Eleanor’s ruse. But the movie shows tre-
mendous empathy toward its characters. The way 
grief forces us to behave in ways we least expect, all 
to keep the memory of lost loved ones alive.

Visually, “Eleanor the Great” is fl at, resembling a 
competent TV movie. But Johansson trusts Squibb 
to deliver the heart of the movie, and it is a beau-
tiful performance. Exquisite, tender, carved out of 
raw truths.

Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com

Here’s One You Might Have Missed: “Eleanor the Great”
by Andrew Tallackson

★ ★ ★
“Eleanor the Great”

Running time: 98 minutes. On Demand. Rated PG-13 for

thematic elements, some language and suggestive references.

1/2

OnDemand

June Squibb delivers another powerhouse performance.

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
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The Best Place for 
Last Minute Christmas Gifts

Downtown Three Oaks

(269) 756-6002

DECEMBER 26  | 8 PM CST  |  $22 PER PERSON  |  18+
THE AMERICAN FACTORY • VALPARAISO, IN

Get ready for sharp, high-energy comedy that hits like a cask-strength pour! Jeff Webb hosts, Said Moore 
brings fresh laughs, and Brian Hicks headlines with rapid-fire wit. Don’t miss it—limited tickets available!

SCAN FOR TICKETS AND DETAILS
JOURNEYMAN.COM/EVENTS

THREE OAKS, MI | VALPARAISO, IN

BRIAN HICKS
SAID MOORE
JEFF WEB

http://www.thebeacher.com
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“Jay Kelly” tells the story of a 60-year-old ac-
tor who did everything required of him to become 
a movie star, but now realizes he succeeded at the 
expense of those closest to him. 

That George Clooney plays Jay couldn’t be more 
now. The day of the old-school movie star is near-
ing an end. Only a handful of actors and actresses 
remain who can “open” a movie based on star power. 

That the new Netfl ix fi lm hails from Noah Baum-
bach explains why it might be so divisive. The ec-
centric writer/director largely crafts critic-bait indie 
fare like “The Squid and the Whale,” “Frances Ha” 
and “White Noise.” Only two of his fi lms worked 
for me: 2014’s little-seen “While We’re Young,” with 
Ben Stiller and Naomi Watts, and 2019’s “Marriage 
Story,” with Scarlett Johansson and Adam Driver. 
In each case, Baumbach cares for his characters, 
not as oddities to be studied and dissected.

(His sole commercial success: co-writing “Barbie” 
with wife and frequent collaborator Greta Gerwig.)

My initial reaction to “Jay Kelly” was that it is a 
pretentious bore. Then, I slept on it, and that dis-
pleasure softened. An appreciation developed for 
Clooney, and especially  Adam Sandler in possibly 
my favorite performance of the year.

We meet Jay as he’s wrapping one movie, with 
another scheduled to begin shooting in two weeks. 
Relatively consistent at the box offi ce, with audi-
ence and critic embrace, the 60-year-old should be 
the portrait of contentment.

Instead, Jay is amid an existential crisis. His men-
tor, Peter (Jim Broadbent, gently affecting), dies. 

His youngest daughter, Daisy (Grace Edwards), 
graduated from high school, eager to head abroad 
for the summer. An old pal (Billy Crudup) turns up, 
happy at fi rst, then past resentments erupt. So, Jay 
throws his entire creative team into turmoil. The 
plan: head to Europe and spend time with Daisy, 
future commitments be damned.

One of Baumbach’s heroes is Woody Allen, the way 
he wistfully depicts men and women in crisis: sun-
ny, with darkness in the edges. That’s how Baum-
bach treats Jay’s wobbly present, having him step 
into the past as if he’s watching movies where his 
life is the subject, complete with the way-too-breezy 
score by Nicholas Britell. We get it: Movies are Jay’s 
only frame of reference. But the past shouldn’t be a 
place where Jay is mostly smiles while recalling it. 
It should hurt. 

By taking a sunny, leisurely tour through Jay’s 
personal missteps, the movie feels self-indulgent. 
And Clooney turns on the Clooney charm. Jay, in 
some cases, does not come across as a bad guy. We’re 
confused. What are we missing?

Then, it all clicks. Baumbach gives Clooney a 
brilliant speech where Jay admits he put himself 
fi rst because that’s what Hollywood required of him. 
More, it is his blasé selfi shness, where he assumes 
his life is everyone else’s life, that offers insight into 

★ ★ ★
“Jay Kelly”

Running time: 132 minutes. Netflix. Rated R for language.

Clooney, Sandler 
Deliver the Heart 

of “Jay Kelly”
by Andrew Tallackson
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the mounting discontent in his 
creative team. It’s just expected 
they automatically bend to him. 

By the time Jay and company 
arrive in Italy, his team wants 
out. That is true of Laura Dern, 
Baumbach’s “Marriage Story” Os-
car-winner, as Jay’s publicist, and 
it is especially relevant to Sandler 
as Jay’s decades-long manager, 
Ron. This is Sandler’s best work. 
None of his old tricks are present. 
He creates a man who is the polar 
opposite of Jay. Family means ev-
erything. Ron is weary, constantly 
on his phone, speaking either with 
his wife or daughter. He’d rather 
be with them, but holds true to Jay 
because he assumes their bond is 
based in friendship. When he re-
alizes the opposite, Sandler does 
not slip into exaggerated comedic 
explosions. More, it is a subtle im-
plosion of defeat. Heartbreaking 
in the realization that his loyalty was expected, not 
cherished.

Clooney and Sandler just scored Golden Globe 
nominations for their performances. Sandler might 
even win. Their fi nal scene together, in fact, affords 

Discontent brews in Jay’s team, including Laura Dern (left) as his publicist.

Clooney his most illuminating moment: a life lived 
only through movies.

There is beauty and insight in “Jay Kelly.” Give it 
a chance to sink in properly.

Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
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Festival 
Lights

The Beacher’s Lance Werner captured these 
images from the Dec. 6 Festival of Lights Parade 

along Michigan City’s Uptown Arts District.

of

http://www.thebeacher.com
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There is an agreeably silly debate over what con-
stitutes a Christmas movie, specifi cally when it’s an 
action fl ick. “Die-Hard” gets all the fan love, never 
“The Long Kiss Goodnight.”

“Die-Hard” (1988) not only is a classic, but estab-
lished a new action template that spanned years 
(“Under Siege” — “Die-Hard” on a boat”/“Speed” 
— “Die-Hard on a bus”), with Alan Rickman single-
handedly reinventing the notion of the sophisticated 
villain. “The Long Kiss Goodnight,” by comparison, 
was crucifi ed as profane, bombastic trash from a di-
rector — Renny Harlin (“Die-Hard 2,” “Cliffhang-
er” — slipping from Hollywood’s good graces after 
his colossal bomb (“Cutthroat Island”) essentially 
bankrupted its studio.

“The Long Kiss Goodnight” may be the most ex-
treme example of a “guilty pleasure,” even though I 
detest that term. It applies to movies you’re too em-
barrassed to publicly support, largely because crit-
ics hated them. My thought: If any form of art gives 
you pleasure, why feel guilty about it? 

On that note, “The Long Kiss Goodnight,” which 
turns 30 next year, is my favorite Christmas action 
movie.

The writer is Shane Black, whose resume as a 
writer and/or director  contains a slew of snarky 
action pictures (“Lethal Weapon,” “The Last Boy 
Scout,” “Kiss Kiss, Bang Bang,” “Iron Man 3,” “The 

Nice Guys”). He also had a brief, but memorable 
role in “Predator” (1987).

With “The Long Kiss Goodnight,” his script was 
attacked as over the top. Thing is, you cannot ac-
cuse a movie of that when it gleefully behaves  as if 
there is no ceiling to blast through in the fi rst place.

Oscar-winner Geena Davis (“The Accidental 
Tourist”) — Harlin’s then-wife — stars as Saman-
tha Caine, a teacher in a small Pennsylvania town 
with a daughter (Yvonne Zima) and boyfriend (Tom 
Amandes). She’s also suffering from amnesia, with 
no recollection of her life before eight years ago. We 
meet her during a Christmas parade, where she’s 
playing Santa’s wife, the locals hooting and hol-
lering at her outfi t. With Christmas music on the 
soundtrack, snow fi rmly packed into place, Saman-
tha has the ideal life at the holidays.

Then, a deadly car accident in which she’s hurled 
through the windshield begins the journey of restor-

Want a Christmas Action Flick? “The Long Kiss Goodnight” is My Favorite

Geena Davis stars as a woman on the run, with Samuel L. Jackson’s private eye by her side, in “The Long Kiss Goodnight.”

pastpresent
Andrew Tallackson
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ing her memory. Dormant skills — she’s quite ef-
fi cient with a carving knife — return, along with 
fl ashes of uncharacteristic temper. When a prison 
escapee turns up at her house one night, insistent 
he knows her and wants her dead, Samantha’s re-
sponse gives Sarah Connor a run for her money.

At the same time, Samuel L. Jackson’s low-rent 
private eye, Mitch Henessey, hired by Samantha to 
investigate her past, arrives on her doorstep.

Jackson, who’s made a career out of playing pro-
fane hotheads, gives his best comedic performance. 
Shane affords him the most outrageous dialogue, 
just about all of it unprintable in a family news-
paper. Mitch reacts to 
every challenge, every at-
tack, with detached hu-
mor, especially his habit 
of singing to himself to 
the strains of “Bad to the 
Bone.”

(Brian Cox, by the way, 
as one of Charley’s former 
contacts, has the most in-
sanely hysterical, off-color 
rant directed at an elder-
ly companion whose dog 
won’t stop cleaning itself.)

Once Samantha and 
Mitch set off together, 
“The Long Kiss Good-
night” never looks back. 
What Davis achieves 
goes way beyond the childish male fantasy of ass-
kicking women. Samantha’s true identity, Charley 
Baltimore, well, she’s a bit of a psycho. A morals-
be-damned terminator who loves a good kill. Many 
actors who’ve starred alongside Jackson appear in-
timidated by him. Not Davis. Before long, the twist 
of the fi lm is that Mitch is at fi rst terrifi ed of Char-
ley, then invigorated by her.

Then, we have the action: unbelievable, how Har-
lin pushes the effects, stunts and humor. And it is 
Davis, not Jackson, who calls the shots, using ev-
erything around her to survive. The fi rst great se-
quence arrives in a train station where, while sev-
eral fl oors above ground level, Samantha and Mitch 
must outrun a wall of fl ames, leaping through a win-
dow, all while Samantha, gun in hand, blasts away 
at the icy river below so they can crash through it. 
That it’s Jackson’s über-male doing the screaming, 
not Davis, is the comical feminist twist.

Then, there is my all-time favorite action payoff. 
Samantha and her daughter are confi ned by 

Craig Bierko’s cocky villain to a hotel’s ground-level 
freezer. Four fl oors above them, bad guys are prep-
ping to kill Mitch. 

Before then, as Samantha and Mitch exchange a 
fi nal glance, this dialogue arrives:

Mitch: “Sam, I’ll be waiting for you to come and 

rescue me.”
Samantha: “Be just a minute.”
With dialogue that juicy, your hope is, this better 

be worth it.
Is. It. Ever.
The way Samantha conceives of their escape, you 

marvel fi rst at the cleverness behind it, then by 
Harlin’s fl awless, laugh-out-loud execution. There 
is no way anyone could survive the hell Charley un-
leashes, but the bonkers way everything clicks into 
place is so outrageous, and outrageously funny, it is 
the highlight of a movie fi lled with highlights.

“The Long Kiss Goodnight” could have stopped 
here, but it pushes 
further with more 
pyrotechnics. 

During the last 
act, by the way, Char-
ley fi nally recovers a 
bit of the Samantha 
she’s tried to bury. 
Spying on her daugh-
ter, we see the young-
ster amid an outdoor 
church Christmas 
pageant. Surrounded 
by families, the snow 
gently falling, the 
image is as close to 
modern-day Norman 
Rockwell perfection 
as you can get. 

Charley then softens. The scene was misinter-
preted as a sexist way of making her more “femi-
nine.” It’s not. It restores a bit of Charley’s human-
ity. That she’s not a robotic killer. Alan Silvestri’s 
score is quietly effective here, then again near the 
end when the bond between Charley and Mitch is 
cemented for life.

At the end, “The Long Kiss Goodnight” does not 
reduce Samantha to dutiful mother and housewife. 
There’s a bit of the old Charley lurking, but Davis, 
always game for comedy, fi nds a way to muzzle it. 
And Jackson earns his biggest laugh during a live 
taping with talk show-host Larry King.

“The Long Kiss Goodnight” found its audience 
through cable and VHS, beginning its ascent to 
cult status. Since then, Harlin, Davis, Jackson and 
Black claim it as one of their favorite movies. Black 
insists the movie failed because the star was a wom-
an, not a man. That’s probably true. Before then, 
only Sigourney Weaver was allowed to kick ass and 
profi t from it.

For me, “The Long Kiss Goodnight” never gets 
old. I always laugh with it, gasp at it, marvel at all 
the crazy action.

No guilt present.
❑

Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com

Once Samantha fully recovers her memory, she’s unstoppable.

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
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arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Industrial/Commercial

• Fully Insured
Family Owned

Since 1997

Holiday Food and Book Drive
The Michigan City High School Student Council 

again will collect donations of non-perishable food 
items from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, Dec. 20, at The 
Salvation Army of Michigan City, 1201 Franklin St.

All items collected benefi t The Salvation Army’s 
food pantry. The event is a “drive-through” food 
drive that involves Michigan City Area Schools stu-
dents and staff. Last year, it generated more than 
fi ve tons of canned goods and other non-perishable 
items. This year, organizers also encourage dona-
tions of personal-hygiene products and baby sup-
plies, which are in high demand at the pantry. 

On Dec. 20, enter from Washington Street using 
the pantry driveway. Volunteers will collect items. 
Monetary donations also will be accepted. 

As in the past, the collection includes an element 
of competition. All MCAS schools will compete to 
claim a traveling trophy to display for the next year. 
Food will be weighed and credited to the donor’s 
Michigan City school of choice. The school collecting 
the most food (based on weight, adjusted for school 
size) receives the trophy. Many schools across the 
district will collect in advance, in anticipation of the 
fi nal weigh-in.

Also, the MCHS National Honor Society is col-
lecting new (or nearly new) books for children and 
teens through its “Operation Bookworm” drive. The 
community can donate books by dropping them off 
Dec. 20 at The Salvation Army. Books will be do-
nated to The Salvation Army for distribution during 
the holidays.

New Buffalo Township Library
• Christmas Story Time. The program is at 10 

a.m. Monday, Dec. 22.
• Holiday closings. The library is closed Wednes-

day-Friday, Dec. 24-26, for Christmas.
Weekly programs
• Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays and 4 p.m. Thurs-

days.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Pajama Story Time at 6 p.m. Tuesdays.
• Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

while supplies last.
• Teen Maker Space from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.
• Chess Club from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.
• Spanish Story Time at 10 a.m. Fridays.
• Essentrics Exercise for Seniors (gentle) at 10 a.m. 

Fridays. The intermediate program is at 11 a.m.
• Lego Club from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Fridays and 9 

a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturdays.
All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-

brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Visit www.
newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or call (269) 469-
2933 for more details.

mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
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Book a tour today!Book a tour today!
Call Matt Wooldridge, General Manager at (219) 872-8624 Call Matt Wooldridge, General Manager at (219) 872-8624 

https://www.pottawattomie.com/  •  1900 Springland Ave., Michigan City IN 46360https://www.pottawattomie.com/  •  1900 Springland Ave., Michigan City IN 46360

Make 2026 the Gift of a Lifetime!
Pottawattomie Country Club prides itself on being one of the few clubs with no tee times and 

no waiting. And here’s the exciting thing: We are inching closer to member capacity.  

If you’ve been thinking about joining a country club, then we have an offer for you!  
Our current initiation is $5,000 and monthly dues.  In January, our initiation moves to $7,500 

and monthly dues. Pay the $5,000 initiation now and start paying dues in April or May.
We offer a similar program with our social membership.  

We are here to give you a personal tour and answer any questions you may have.

http://www.thebeacher.com
https://www.pottawattomie.com/
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SACRED DUNES
INTEGRATIVE HEALTH

MASSAGE

BOOK NOW!

SSAACCRREERRRRRRR DD DDUUNNEESS
INTNN EGRARR TIVE HEALTLL H

RREEDD DDUURR

MASSAGE

1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, IN 46360

219-878-1720
Closed on Sundays

Duneland Home and Pro Hardware
Savings Around Every Corner

Kitchen Cabinets
Bathroom Cabinets
Quartz & Granite 

Tops

Wood Flooring
Carpet

Luxury Vinyl Tile
Window Treatment

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:
• Holiday closings. The library closes at noon 

Tuesday, Dec. 23, and remains closed Wednesday-
Thursday, Dec. 24-25, for Christmas. 

• 3-D Pen Workshop (ages 6-17) from 3:30-5 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 18. Meet in the children’s 
makerspace, with no experience necessary. Chil-
dren 12 and younger must attend with a parent 
or guardian.

• Bad Art Night for Adults from 5:30-7 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 18. Designed as a way to un-
wind and create, the library provides the paint, 
canvas and pompoms. An award goes to the piece 
voted Worst Art. No registration is required.

• Needle Arts Club from 5:30-7 p.m. Thurs-
days. Join fellow artists to stitch needle art. A 
variety of crafts are included. All skill levels and 
ages are welcome, as is the sharing of skills.

• Movie showing: “It’s a Wonderful Life” from 
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19. The movie 
is Rated PG.

• Blues Jam with Keith Scott and special 

Michigan City Public Library
guests from 2-3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20. The 
concert is free.

• Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4 
p.m. Tuesdays. Harris can offer tips and advice 
on how to research a family tree or fi nd genealogi-
cal records.

• Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from 
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays. Create with LEGO WeDo, 
Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozobots and 3-D pens. 
Children 12 and younger must have a parent or 
guardian attend with them.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesday. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• December scavenger hunt. Find all the hid-
den holiday photos to win a prize, the locations 
for which change weekly. Win a 3-D printed prize 
for fi nding them.

• Art Exhibition Wall through Jan. 16. The 
new solo exhibit is by Michigan City-based artist 
Laura Kittle, who works in abstract and impres-
sionistic realism. Her art draws inspiration from 
nature and Lake Michigan. Kittle has a bachelor 
of art degree in fi ne arts, and she received a Merit 
Award at the 2025 Chesterton Women’s Club An-
nual Art Show.

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 
E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

Night at the Giese Church
LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 

Indiana Ave., will host its annual Night at the Giese 
Church from 6-8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20. 

The mechanical church has been a holiday tradi-
tion in LaPorte since 1947.

Admission is by donation, with hot cocoa and 
cookies served. Call (219) 324-6767 for more details.

http://www.mclib.org
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Curtis Flooring
(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

Dec. 2, 2025

First Place: Lady Strikers (Dottie Brinckman, 
Nancy Klausner, Laurie Barry).
Second Place: Strike Out (Terry Stropky, Ginna 
Lucas, Tammy Vouri). 
Third Place (tie): Pin Ball Wizards (Diana Holt, 
Mary McDonald, Carolyn Wiggins).
Third Place (tie): Gutter Gals (Kathleen Beeler, 
Debbie Novak, June Salmon).
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE

1. Tammy Vouri    169
2. June Salmon     168
3. Deb Frederick      156
4. Dottie Brinckman      152
SPLITS

Carolyn Wiggins — 3-10.
Deb Konicek — 3-10.
Kathy Staninger — 5-7.
Jean St. Peter — 5-7.
Dottie Brinckman — 3-7.
THREE STRIKES

Tammy Vouri, Kathy Brown.

LaPorte County Public Library
Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue 

fi nes. Customers only will be charged for items they 
damage, lose or never return.  

The following programs are planned:
• Holiday Closings. The library is closed Wednes-

day-Thursday, Dec. 24-25, for Christmas.
• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 

Dec. 19, at the main library. The storytime in-
cludes rhymes, music and activities.

• Choose Your Own Storytime from 4-4:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 22, at the main library Multi-
purpose Room. Structured around the Every 
Child Ready to Read curriculum, children help 
choose the books read during the program.
LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 

Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.furniturewerks.com
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

http://www.thebeacher.com
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It's time to lead the life you were meant to live!
219-878-0322                 www.jeanneanncannon.com
                                 jeanneanncannon@comcast.net

Home sweet home starts here

Beyond

Robyn Graffenius
Mortgage Advisor
269-208-1760

NMLS# 877903 De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
 Computerized Alignments
 Air Conditioning Repairs
 Mechanical Repairs

LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Elves in Trouble 
Check the LaPorte County Parks Facebook page 

for clues to fi nd ornaments at the parks through
Jan. 8.

When fi nding an ornament, take a selfi e with it 
and post it on the page. Leave the ornaments for 
others to fi nd.

Wandering Watercolors
The free program is from 10 a.m.-noon Tuesdays, 

Jan. 6 and Feb. 17, at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. 
County Road 150 West, LaPorte.

Take a short walk around the park, then paint a 
nature journal-style watercolor art. All supplies are 
provided. Call (219) 325-8315 to register.

A Brush with Madness
The all-ages program is from 5-7 p.m. Wednes-

day, Jan. 14 and Feb. 18, at Luhr County Park, 
Participants follow easy painting directions, with 

all supplies provided. No experience is necessary. 
The cost is $8 per person. Register in advance by 
calling  (219) 325-8315.

Singing Co. Holiday Concert
The Singing Co. of LaPorte County will present 

its annual free holiday concert at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
19, at The Holdcraft Performing Arts Center, 1200 
Spring St. Children and adults will perform holiday 
favorites.

Barker Mansion
• An Evening Visit with Santa from 4-8 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 19. Trees and holiday décor are 
part of the experience. 

• Christmas Candlelight Tour from 6-8 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 26. The guided tour concludes with 
a holiday sing-along. Tickets, which cost $25, can 
be reserved online. 

• The Barker Christmas Cottage from 11 a.m.-
3 p.m. in December. The family event costs $5 
per person. Mansion admission includes access to 
the cottage. Make reservations online.
Barker Mansion is located at 631 Washington 

St. Visit www.barkermansion.org to register for 
programs or for more information.

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Tracks and Scat Hike at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 20. From the Nature Center, join a natural-
ist to spot clues left by animals.

• Winter Snakes at 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20. 
Meet at the Nature Center to learn about snakes.

• Holiday Cookie Decorating and Hot Choc-
olate at 1 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 21. Meet at the 
Nature Center to create a treat and sample hot 
cocoa.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

http://www.jeanneanncannon.com
mailto:jeanneanncannon@comcast.net
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.thebeacher.com
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Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 7pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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Senior Discount 
7 Days a Week 7am – 10am
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We are located at 211North EddyStreet, SouthBend, IN.

Call us at 574-237-9294, visit our website at
www.southbendclinic.com/services/orthopaedics, or
scan theQRcode to learn more!

Specializing in:
Direct Anterior Total Hip Replacement
Robotic-Assisted Knee Replacement
VELYS Hip and Knee Technology

Fellowship-Trained Total Joint Orthopedic Surgeon

RECLAIM YOURMOBILITY

Trained at Mayo Clinic University of Notre Dame Alumnus

RECLAIM YOURMOBILITY

Trained at Mayo Clinic University of Notre Dame Alumnus

Fellowship-Trained Total Joint Orthopedic Surgeon
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In the Area 
Dec. 18 — 3-D Pen Workshop (ages 6-17), 3:30-5 

p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 18 — Bad Art Night for Adults, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Dec. 19 — Movie showing: “It’s a Wonderful Life,” 
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Dec. 19 — An Evening Visit with Santa, 4-8 p.m., 
Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St. Info: www.
barkermansion.org

Dec. 19 — The Singing Co. of LaPorte County 
annual holiday concert, 7 p.m., The Holdcraft 
Performing Arts Center, 1200 Spring St. Free.

Dec. 20 — Blues Jam with Keith Scott and special 
guests, 2-3 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 20 — Night at the Giese Church, 6-8 p.m., 
LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 
Indiana Ave. Admission by donation. Info: (219) 
324-6767.

Dec. 21 — Michigan City Chamber Music Festival 
free holiday concert, 3 p.m., Trinity Episcopal 
Church Bishop’s Mansion, 600 Franklin St. Info: 
www.mccmf.org, (219) 561-1939.

Dec. 22 — LAST NIGHT OF HANUKKAH.
Dec. 22 — Choose Your Own Storytime, 4-4:30 

p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 24 — CHRISTMAS EVE.
Through Dec. 21 — Holiday Show & Sale, The 

Beverly Shores Depot Museum & Art Gallery, 525 
S. Broadway. Holiday sale hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sat., 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun.

Through Dec. 24 —Winter Wonderland ex-
hibit (Melissa Griffi n, Dina Heijselaar, Madeleine 
Schooley, Brian Teixeira), The Rising Phoenix Gal-
lery, 2817 Franklin St. Gallery hours: noon-6 p.m. 
Thur.-Sat. Info: www.RisingPhxGallery.com

Through December — Christmas Cottage vis-
its, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washing-
ton St. Cost: $5/per person. Reservations: www.
barkermansion.org 

Through Dec. 31 — “Create, Connect, Resist” 
(work by The Resistance Artists of America), Ellen 

Firme Gallery, 92 W. U.S. 12, Beverly Shores.
Through Dec. 31 — Michigan City Art League, 

The Legacy Center Gallery, Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Hours: 6 
a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 
a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com 

Through Jan. 2, 2026 — Holiday Artisan 
Market, Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. 
Second St. Info: jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org, (219) 
874-4900. 

Through Jan. 16 — Art Exhibition Wall 
(Michigan City-based artist Laura Kittle), Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049. 

Through Feb. 15, 2026 — “LIT! Site-Specifi c In-
stallations by Maria Burundarena and Luftwerk,”  
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 
Info: (219) 874-4900, jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org 

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in Michigan City — Adult Children 
of Alcoholic and Family Dysfunction (ACA), 6 p.m., 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 600 Franklin St. Info: 
(219) 801-1296.

First Monday of the Month (February, 
April, June, August, October, December) — 
Cancer Support Group, 5-6 p.m., Franciscan Health 
Woodland Cancer Center Community Room, 8955 
W. County Road 400 North, Michigan City. Info/
registration: (219) 861-5820.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance 
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 
W. McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 
p.m. Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Genealogy Help with Pat Harris, 
1-4 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17), 
3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 1506 Washington St. Doors open: 
4 p.m. Bingo: 6 p.m. $40 entrance fee (includes 
specials except Winner Takes All & Jackpot). 
Jackpot consolation $300 guaranteed. Info: (219) 
336-3099.

Tuesdays — Great Lakers Auto Club Cruise-In, 
5 p.m., Al’s, 3535 Franklin St.

Second Tuesday of the Month — Stroke Sup-
port Group for Survivors and Caregivers, 2 p.m., 
Mother Maria Theresia Room, Franciscan Health 
Michigan City, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: Kelly 
Wise at Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meeting for Friends/

http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.mccmf.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.RisingPhxGallery.com
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.barkermansion.org
mailto:kd3627@hotmail.com
mailto:jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org
mailto:jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org
mailto:Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org
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Family of Alcoholics, 6 p.m., Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 600 Franklin Square. Enter at Sixth Street 
Barker Hall side. Info: Candy at (708) 927-5287.

Thursdays — Needle Arts Club, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 a.m. 
Info: Jan at (219) 241-8757, Paula at (219) 588-
3127, www.oa.org

In the Region
Dec. 19 — All in Jest Trivia, 7 p.m., Marshall J. 

Gardner Center for the Arts, 540 S. Lake St., Gary’s 
Miller Beach neighborhood. Cost: $10/door. Info: 
(219 885-9114, staffmbacdarts@gmail.com

Dec. 20 — Tracks and Scat Hike, 10 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 20 — Harbor Country Hikers, 1-3 p.m. 
EST, Edward and Elizabeth Leonard Wildlife 
Preserve, Chikaming Township, Mich. Info: www.
harborcountryhikers.org 

Dec. 20 — Winter Snakes, 2 p.m., Indiana Dunes 
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 21 — Holiday Cookie Decorating and Hot 
Chocolate, 1 p.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 
N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 
926-1390.

Dec. 21 — Christmas Trivia, 1-3 p.m. EST, Round 
Barn Brewery & Public House, 9151 First St., Baro-
da, Mich. Info: www.roundbarn.com/events

Dec. 22 — Christmas Story Time, 10 a.m. EST, 
New Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. Thompson 
St. Info: www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org, (269) 
469-2933.

Through Dec. 24 — Holiday Gift Gallery, Art 
Barn School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, 
Valparaiso. Info: www.artbarnschool.org, (219) 462-
9009.

Through Jan. 22 — Annual members exhibit, 
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Info: www.
chestertonart.org, (219) 926-4711.

Through Feb. 9, 2026 — “A Bear’s Natural 
Habitat: The Return of Fozzie’s Studebaker,” The 
Studebaker National Museum, 201 Chapin St., 
South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/
seniors 60 & older, $7/youth ages 6-18.  Info: (888) 
391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org

Through April 26, 2026 — “From a Bailly Point 
of View,” Porter County Museum (PoCo Muse), 
20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso. Museum hours: 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tue.-Sun. Free admission. Info: www.
pocomuse.org, @pocomuse on social media.

Through May 25, 2026 — “Reel Rides: Cars of 
TV & Film,” Studebaker National Museum, 201 
Chapin St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/
adults, $9.50/seniors 60 & older, $7/youth ages 6-18.  

Info: (888) 391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org 
Through May 31, 2026 — “Rockne: Life & Leg-

acy,” South Bend’s The History Museum, 808 W. 
Washington St. Info: www.historymuseumSB.org, 
(574) 235-9664.

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Sundays — Free sewing classes, 5-7 p.m. EDT, 
Friends of New Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 
13372 California Road.

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Christmas 
in July.” Time: 7 p.m. Dec. 18. Also: “Hamnet.” Rat-
ed PG-13. Times: 4 & 7:15 p.m. Dec. 19, 7:15 p.m. 
Dec. 20, 7 p.m. Dec. 21. Also: “Mountainfi lm on Tour 
— Three Oaks.” Time: 4 p.m. Dec. 20. Portion of ev-
ery ticket sold donated to Neighbor By Neighbor. 
Also: “A Christmas Story.” Rated PG. Free. Time: 4 
p.m. Dec. 21. Also: “The T.A.M.I. Show.” Not Rated. 
Time: 7 p.m. Dec. 22. Also: “Love Actually.” Rated 
R. Time: 7 p.m. Dec. 23. All times Eastern. The the-
ater is located at 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. 
Info:  www.vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

We Need Your Help!
During heavy snowfall, shovel as much snow away from 
your paper tube as possible so we can deliver each week’s  

edition. Previous editions are available at our office,  
911 Franklin St., if we are unable to deliver them to you.

Upcoming Events Deadline
Thursdays at 9 a.m.

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.oa.org
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On December 18, 1865, adoption of the 13th 
Amendment to the Constitution abolished slavery 
in the United States. It read: “Neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime whereof the party shall have been legally con-
victed, shall exist within the United States, or any 
place subject to their jurisdiction.”

On December 18, 1892, Tchaikovsky’s “The 
Nutcracker” premiered in St. Petersburg, Russia.

On December 18, 1915, President Woodrow 
Wilson, widowed the year before, married Edith 
Bolling Galt.

On December 18, 1936, the fi rst giant panda 
imported into the United States from China arrived 
in San Francisco.

On December 18, 1957, the Shippingport Atomic 
Power Station in Pennsylvania, the fi rst U.S. nucle-
ar power facility to generate electricity, went on line.

On December 19, 1776, Thomas Paine pub-
lished his fi rst “American Crisis” essay in which he 
wrote, “These are the times that try men’s souls.”

On December 19, 1777, Gen. George Washing-
ton’s Continental Army, consisting of about 11,000 
men, went into winter quarters at Valley Forge, Pa.

On December 19, 1842, the U.S. recognized Ha-
waii’s independence.

On December 19, 1843, Charles Dickens’ fa-
mous Yuletide tale, “A Christmas Carol,” was pub-
lished in England.

On December 19, 1903, New York’s “Williams-
burg Bridge,” linking Manhattan and Brooklyn, of-
fi cially opened.

On December 20, 1813, Congress established 
the Internal Revenue System to raise funds to run 
the government.

On December 20, 1928, when the Ethel Barry-
more Theatre opened in New York, she became the 
fi rst living actress from the United States to have a 
theater named after her.

On December 20, 1946, the Frank Capra fi lm 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” had a preview showing for 
charity at New York City’s Globe Theatre, a day be-
fore its “offi cial” world premiere.

On December 20, 1963 the Berlin Wall opened 
for the fi rst time to allow West Berliners a one-day 
pass to visit relative in the eastern zone.

On December 21, 1898, Marie and Pierre Curie 
discovered the element radium.

On December 21, 1913, the Sunday supplement 
of The New York World contained the nation’s fi rst 

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
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crossword puzzle.
On December 21, 1937, Walt Disney’s animated 

cartoon, “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,” which 
was based on a Grimms’ fairy tale, was shown in 
Los Angeles for the fi rst time.

On December 21, 1958, Charles de Gaulle was 
elected as the fi rst president of France’s Fifth Re-
public.

On December 21, 1968, the Apollo 8 spacecraft, 
with three astronauts aboard, launched to make 
man’s fi rst orbit of the Moon.

On December 22, 1864, during the Civil War, 
Union Gen. William Sherman sent a message to 
President Lincoln from Georgia, saying, “I beg to 
present you as a Christmas gift the city of Savannah.”

On December 22, 1941, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill arrived in Washington for a war-
time conference with President Franklin Roosevelt.

On December 22, 1944, during the Battle of the 
Bulge, U.S. Brig. Gen. Anthony McAuliffe report-
edly replied “Nuts!” when the Germans demanded 
Americans surrender in the World War II confl ict.

On December 22, 1963, 155 perished when the 
Greek liner Lakonia caught fi re and sank in the At-
lantic (north of Madeira).

On December 23, 1823, “A Visit from St. Nicho-
las” by Clement Clarke Moore was published in The 
Troy (New York) Sentinel.

On December 23, 1920, Britain passed the 
“Government of Ireland Act,” mandating separate 
parliaments for Northern and Southern Ireland.

On December 23, 1928, the National Broad-
casting Co. established a permanent coast-to-coast 
radio hookup.

On December 23, 1947, John Bardeen, Walter 
H. Brattain and William Shockley, of Bell Laborato-
ries announced the invention of the transistor.

On December 24, 1818, Germany’s Franz Gru-
ber of Oberndorf, Austria, composed the music for 
“Silent Night.” Josef Mohr wrote the words for the 
song performed for the fi rst time on Christmas Day.

On December 24, 1851, in Washington, D.C., 
fi re swept through the Library of Congress, destroy-
ing more than 35,000 priceless volumes.

On December 24, 1871, Verdi’s spectacular op-
era “Aida” had its world premiere in Cairo, Egypt. 
The Khedive of Egypt commissioned the composer 
to write the opera for festivities celebrating the 
opening of the Suez Canal.

On December 24, 1889, Daniel Stover and Wil-
liam Hance, of Freeport, Ill., patented a bicycle with 
a back-pedal brake.

On December 24, 1920, at New York’s Metro-
politan Opera, Enrico Caruso gave his last public 
performance, singing the role of Eleazar in Jacques 
Halevy’s “La Juive.”

On December 24, 1951, the fi rst opera written 
expressly for TV, Gian Carlo Menotti’s “Amahl and 
the Night Visitors,” debuted on NBC.

http://www.thebeacher.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
CHAFFEUR

Airport shuttles, local/long distance, events, snowbird drop-offs. Licensed, 
insured. Call Sean: (219) 872-9603.

Dog walker, sitter, feeder, pooper scooper.
References available. Call or text (219) 877-4978. 

BUSINESS SERVICES
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

Follow the Yellow Brick Road to Lefty’s Pro Shop and pick up a Lefty’s 
Pro Shop gift certificate for any amount you want. No expiration date to 

choose from Lefty’s vast golf equipment and apparel. 
Call (219) 873-0858 for an appointment and remember, 

if we don’t have it, you don’t need it.
The Beacher has free wooden pallets available. 

Pallets are 23x35 and larger. Call (219) 879-0088 to schedule pickup time.
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

Comfort Keepers
Providing Comforting Solutions for In-Home Care

Homemaking, Personal & Companion Care from 3 to 24 hours of care 
per day. Comfort Keepers is fully insured. Our compassionate caregivers 
undergo Lifetime Background Screening, are fully trained and supervised. 
Complimentary in-home consultations offered. Call us at (219) 362-9800

 www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
29 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 
references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 612-7690.

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning. Check out my 

5-star ratings online!
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
AOP Cleaning & Maintenance LLC

Still growing and happy to take new customers to assist with serving 
your needs. Cleaning, laundry, organization, maintenance, move-outs, 
construction cleans & more. Ask what we offer! We are striving to build 
a company that is servicing our community, with local businesses and 

residential homes! (219) 617-8937 • aopenterprises1@gmail.com • 
#SupportYourLocalBusinesses

PK PRECISE CLEANING LLC: Your Space, My Masterpiece
Holiday discounts. Residential, airbnb, construction cleans, deep cleans. 

References upon request. Call Pamela @ (219) 393-0959.
HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

HP Electric LLC
(773) 414-4086 • (219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 

Rehab • New Construction • EV Amp Service Install
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Painting: Interior/exterior • And Much More • Free estimates. 20+ years 

exp. Recommendations available. Insured. 
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666.

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 27-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840
STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 

vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 
Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 50 yrs. experience.

  terrystandring@hotmail.com
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING
31 years experience. Sale on interior labor until March: 35 cents one 

coat labor, 50 cents two coat labor. Fully insured. Interior/exterior paint-
ing and staining. Drywall repair. Power washing decks, siding and more. 
Additional 5% off on labor for seniors. All materials at contractor pricing. 

Happy holidays from Wayne’s Painting. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering & 
Stone • Eifs • Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/

bonded. Call (219) 229-2352. 
Russo Painting Company: interior/exterior house painting

Free estimates. Call (219) 299-7732.
JOSEPH K PAINTING LLC

Interior • Exterior - Commercial • Residential
Drywall Repairs & Pressure Washing

Free estimates • Insured
Serving Michigan City…and the surrounding areas.

Call (219) 448-0733 and ask for Joseph
or send an email to: josephk@joseph-painting.com

ZABA PAINTING: LOCAL, TRUSTED, PROFESSIONAL!
Serving the lakefront of Indiana and Michigan

High quality results. Expert knowledge. Premium finishes. Free estimates.
Contact Zach Baker: (219) 878-3325, zbaker113@gmail.com

Alpha Power Washing and Painting LLC
Detail-Driven. Reliable. Professional.

Painting Interior, Cabinet Painting, Drywall Repairs,
Staining and Epoxy Garage Floors.

Call Steven for a Free Estimate @ (219) 809-1365
 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)

& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. 
Facebook.com/abeslawncare

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow plowing. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter clean-
ing, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine dethatch-

ing. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
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EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-

up, power washing. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

Fall Cleanups and Leaf Removal
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com

MOTA’S LANDSCAPING LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING

Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.
License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.
Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • 

Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 
(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com

Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.
Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.

SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Now accepting clients for the 2025 season.

Mowing Service • Cleanups • Trimming • Mulch • Weeding & Power 
Washing • Gutter Cleaning • Junk Removal. Fully insured.

Free estimates. Call Jose: (219) 369-7522 
or email serranospropertymain219@gmail.com

JOSE LAWN CARE LLC • (219) 861-9225 • alejodedios7@gmail.com
Full service: mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. 

Concrete, pavers, patio. Fully insured.
LLOYD’S TREE SERVICES

Tree removal  • Brush pile removal. Guaranteed work. 35+ years 
experience. Locally owned. Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387

100 Acre Farm Lawn Care and Snow Removal LLC
We are a small local business for all your lawn care and snow removal 

needs. We offer cuts, edging, weed eating, landscaping, mulching, power 
washing, fall and spring cleanups, snow removal and salting! No job 

is too small or too big! We are offering a 10% discount for military and 
seniors. Please call or text (269) 586-4303 for questions and estimates. 

Se Habla Espanol!
SCOTT’S LAWN SERVICE

Fall/spring cleanup & power washing. Snow removal. Call (219) 229-2893
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Experienced painters wanted. Competitive wages. 
Please call Matt at (312) 927-8489.

FOR SALE
Small commercial smoker oven (Pit Boss Grills), 3 ovens included, 8 
ways to cook, phone-app controlled. $1,900 new, never used, first $1,200 

offer takes it. Will deliver. Call/text (219) 877-4978.
GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.

JACKPOT CONSIGNMENTS & ESTATE SALES 
1919 E. U.S. 12. Liberty Trail entrance
We buy and sell art, jewelry & furniture.

Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Call (312) 953-7306.
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

HOME WATCH
Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More

Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL 

Whalen Storage: 10x10 and 10x15 available 
3201 E. U.S. 12. (219) 898-8282 
RENTALS INDIANA

Stop 31: 2BR, 1BA updated ranch. Short-term and off-season available. 
Contact cmpgsusan@gmail.com

1-Bedroom Furnished Apartment in Michigan City
Less than a mile from the beach, in a quiet, non-smoking building. Fully 
furnished, Wi-Fi, two TVs, kitchen utensils, bedding and towels included, 

no pets. $1,200/month. 4 months (off-season Airbnb). Available now. 
Must pass a background check, credit check required. Perfect for a 

hassle-free, peaceful short-term stay. Contact (219) 742-9654 for more 
details or viewing. 

LIVE TALK RADIO CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

“A Season of Spirits”
Dunes Arts Foundation will host “A Season of 

Spirits: Christmas Ghost Tales Old & New” from 
7-9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20, at The Holdcraft Per-
forming Arts Center, 1200 Spring St.

The pay-what-you-can program highlights why 
ghosts have been a key element of the holidays.

Candy Cane Express Update
Hesston Steam Museum, 1201 E. County Road 

1000 North, will host an encore run of Santa’s Can-
dy Cane Express from 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 20.

The special day is planned because Dec. 13-14 
offerings were canceled due to a forecast that pre-
dicted freezing temperatures and strong wind chill.

Pre-purchased tickets for Dec. 13-14 will be hon-
ored Dec. 20 or refunded.

Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup 

at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch. Call the library phone 
number posted on the numbered space sign.

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 
100 Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-
7696) is located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. 
Westchester Township History Museum (219-983-
9715) is located at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.
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Christmas. It’s been revered and reviled, dis-
missed and discussed, believed and belittled. Not to 
mention turned by retailers into the biggest mon-
eymaker of the year. It’s a holiday celebrated and 
cherished around the world.

Religious or not, there it is, in your face every 
year as soon as stores clear out the discounted Hal-
loween candy and decorations. I remember the vi-
cious fi ghts that broke out in stores that ran out of 
that year’s most wanted toy — anybody else remem-
ber Cabbage Patch dolls?!

In my world, of course, books are especially cher-
ished at Christmas. There is the Bible version of the 
story of the Christ Child (I prefer 
the King James version), from 
which we receive the religious 
story of why we celebrate the day.

But there are other books that 
make us realize love and hope are 
the heart and soul of the holiday. 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, for 
example, reminds us we all have 
a past and present, and a future 
that’s not too late to change before 
it becomes the past.

Many Christmas stories also 
satisfy the romance reader, mys-
tery reader, fantasy reader and 
practically every genre out there. 
Debbie Macomber is at the top of 
the list for holiday stories. There’s 
also Jennifer Chiaverini, Saman-
tha Silva, Anne Perry, Elin Hilder-
brand, Anthony Trollope, Louisa 
May Alcott and Patrick Taylor. 
And that’s just my short list. Here 
is today’s recommendation…

A Christmas Duet by Debbie 
Macomber (hardcover $24 re-
tail in bookstores and online; also 
available as a large print paper-
back, eBook and audiobook. Pub-
lished in 2024. 288 pages.)

“She wasn’t sure what she’d expected when she’d 
decided to spend her holidays alone. Meeting Jay 
was a huge bonus.” 

Hailey Morgan’s parents are shocked when they 
realize their daughter isn’t kidding about spending 
Christmas and New Year’s by herself. She even does 
not want to tell them nor her sister, Daisy, where 
she is going.

The whole idea came about when former boy-
friend Zach, three years after breaking up with her, 
began sending texts wanting to reconnect. What?! 
No way. He broke her heart, and she is now over 
him. How do you persuade someone who doesn’t 
want to listen?

A friend invites her to spend the holidays at 

their family log cabin in Podunk Oregon. No second 
thoughts, Hailey is off and running! The cabin is 
beautiful, and the town is small and friendly.

The local buy-everything store is run by Thelma 
and her son, Jethro Cantor — “call me Jay.” He’s 
handsome, and Hailey is smitten. 

Hailey’s current job is assistant band director 
at a high school in Port-
land, Ore., but she always 
wanted to write songs for 
as long as she could re-
member. Jay just hap-
pens to be the lead singer 
of a formerly successful 
rock group-turned record 
producer. The breakup 
with the rest of the band 
proved time-consuming 
and lawyer-expensive, 
but he’s determined to 
make Cantor Music a suc-
cess.

Since he and Hailey 
share a common love of 
music, it’s no wonder they 
hit it off immediately. Is 
it physical love between 
them? Or just a common 
love of all things music? 
Stay tuned (pun intend-
ed)!

Hailey fi nishes up her 
Christmas song, and Jay 
gets her to sing it at the 
town’s annual Christ-
mas Fest. It’s played on 
YouTube to more than 

100,000 listeners, so Jay encourages her to follow 
her dream and become a full-time songwriter. Fun-
ny though, there’s no talk of his feelings for her…
does he have any, or is it just the sharing of music? 
It’s beginning to get on her nerves, especially when 
her newfound peace is shattered…

Hailey soon feels like she is in the middle of Grand 
Central Station, as her plans for a quiet chance to 
work on her music are broken as family members 
arrive. Some people just don’t know what “I want to 
be alone” really means. And just when she thought 
there might be something between her and Jay…

The fi nal word: This book is funny, sad, thought-
ful, hopeful and fun. It covers all the bases for a 
relaxing holiday read.

Till next time, happy reading.

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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2411 St. Lawrence Avenue ·  Long Beach, Indiana ·  219.874.7070

219.861.6012
mickygallas@atproperties.com 

MICKY GALLAS
TEAM FOUNDER

WISHING YOU ALL THE JOY OF THE SEASON 
AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR

FROM MY HEART TO YOURS

http://www.thebeacher.com
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1401 Lake Shore Drive, 46360 | 219-874-5209
418 Perry St, 46350 | 219-872-1432
www.makethemovegroup.com
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219-246-2642
www.mtmpremier.com

@mtmpremier

CORPORATE HOUSING ~ 30+ DAYS

Specializing in residential, vacation, and investment
properties, Todd understands that buying and selling real
estate can be stressful. As a full-time real estate agent, he

will help to lower your stress level and make your
experience as pleasurable as possible.

Sleeps 6 / 3 Bedroom 1 Bath
*3 miles to Michigan City Data Ctr
*22 miles to Amazon Data Ctr
*10 miles to New Buffalo

*Close to Casino’s
Hosted by: Ashlan Siford
Book @mtmpremier.com

Sleeps 7 / 3 Bedroom 1 Bath
*4 miles to Michigan City Data Ctr
*20 miles to Amazon Data Ctr

*Just blocks from Lake Michigan
*6 miles to New Buffalo

*Close to Casino’s
Hosted by: Jenn Bauer

Book @mtmpremier.com

Sleeps 4 / 2 Bedroom 1 Bath
*15 miles to Amazon Data Center

*Quiet Street
*Lake Views

Hosted by: Jenn Bauer
Book @mtmpremier.com

The Grove MAPLE CITY MANORDICKSON HOUSEThe Grove DICKSON HOUSE MAPLE CITY MANOR

http://www.makethemovegroup.com
http://www.mtmpremier.com

