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Gerhard Richter once stated, “Art 
is the highest form of hope,” a hope 
that can lead to comfort, solace, in-
trospection and joy.  

Taking an interest in art can be 
transformative, whether by visiting 
an art center or gallery, or simply 
walking through an area fi lled with 
public art. 

Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. 
Fourth St., is adding additional 
space to further integrate the arts 
into this vibrant, growing artistic 
community. It is an example of how 
Executive Director Hannah Ham-
mond-Hagman has taken the lead 
on many levels to bring more art to 
the Chesterton area. 

She is from the area, having 
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
from Indiana University Blooming-
ton and a Master of Fine Arts from 
School of the Art Institute Chicago. 
Her path to art education began 
when she worked for a non-profi t in 
California. Four years later, she was 
in Boston working on arts-education 
programs. Next, she moved to Low-
ell, Mass., working in an adminis-
trative position with a nonprofi t cul-
tural organization embedded in the city’s department of planning and development.

“This was a city that had invested purely in arts and culture as an economic-development driver, and I 
learned a lot in that role, but still got to work with artists, with creative communities, make festivals happen 
and meaningful professional development opportunities for arts and work with other arts organizations,” she 
said. “I think through education and that role, I understood the impact of collaboration.”  

This collaborative experience would benefi t her future role at the CAC.

Art
 Hope

by Linda Weigel

&rtrt

Hannah Hammond-Hagman, Chesterton Art Center executive director, is photographed with CAC 
ceramics student Ben Michalak, his address plaque celebrating the new 116 Building space. 

Provided.

Continued on Page 2
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CAC Educational Outreach
Four years later, Hammond-Hagman was back in 

Northwest Indiana with her family: teaching, then 
six years as Lubeznik Center for the Arts’ education 
director.

It was, she says, “a phenomenal experience, and 
I got to again work with all kinds of artists and all 
kinds of communities, because that’s where I think 
that amazing things happen.”

In 2021, she moved to her new role as CAC’s 
program director under then-Executive Director 
Wendy Marciniak. Working with the local Boys & 
Girls Club, “Youth Arts Outreach” was born and in-
volved new curriculum. Teachers trained to work at 
the club, offering after-school visual arts instruction 
that incorporates literacy, science, art history and 
contemporary artists. 

“It was beyond make-and-take projects. It was re-
ally getting kids to like making work using their 
voices and learning some things that were aligned 
with academic standards,” she said. “We did a whole 

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth St. Photo by Linda Weigel.

STEAM unit where kids were making scribble ro-
bots and electric circuits. It was really amazing.  
That was Year 1 of that program.”

After Marciniak retired, Hammond-Hagman 
took on the role of executive director in May 2021, 
continuing CAC’s commitment to expand art into 
the community. In Year 2 of “Youth Arts Outreach,” 
CAC partnered with Duneland Family YMCA and 
the fi ve elementary school sites it served, working 
at each site consecutively — not all at the same 
time — as funding wasn’t available yet to do all of 
them at once.  

However, by Year 3, the CAC integrated into all 
six sites, serving 200 students a week outside the 
center’s physical walls, and fully funded at no cost 
to the partner organizations.

Also starting in 2021 was the Teen Art Group 
(TAG). Meeting the second Wednesday of each 
month, the free program is for teen artists from the 
region, offering professional experiences and port-
folio development, as well as opportunities to meet 
other artists, visit studios and exhibit work. 

The Arts Connect program offers free and low-
cost classes to students 60 and older. The Emerging 
Artist Society (EAS), which began two years ago, is 
a free program for artists interested in feedback, 
and sharing skills, with others. Led by Education 

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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Director Cara Schmitt, the group meets monthly 
and coordinates exhibit opportunities.

And, as always, CAC will bring back Chesterton 
Art Fair, which marks its 67th year. The CAC staff 
also look to expand outreach further as it partners 
with Indiana Arts Commission to facilitate Works 
in Progress (WIP) exchange labs across the region.

CAC and Building Expansion
By now, community outreach programs needed 

more space, which is always a challenge to secure. 
However, Tony Evans, who owned 
the bicycle shop across the street 
from the CAC, notifi ed Hammond-
Hagman of his intention to retire 
and sell the building. The news re-
sulted in great excitement among 
CAC staff. 

A benefactor then came forward 
and bought the property for the 
CAC with an interest-free loan ar-
rangement, making the expansion 
possible.  

The 116 Expansion project will 
feature large classroom studios, 
including a dedicated ceramic 
studio that can serve double the 
students. It also will include an 

adaptive pottery wheel for anyone using a mobility 
device or wheelchair. 

“There will be a new 2-D studio. We have a print-
making press that’s going to move over there, and 
we’re going to build painting racks,” she said. 

That means more space for models, fi gurative 
work, painting, printmaking and books. Tables in 
the 2-D space will be on wheels and movable, open-
ing space for additional events: possibly lectures, 
poetry readings or music. Entrances and the new 
restroom facility will be completely accessible for 
people with disabilities.

Hannah Hammond-Hagman displays plans for expanding Chesterton Art Center to the 116 Building. 
Photo by Linda Weigel.

Continued on Page 4
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ana Dunes Tourism, other artists in 
the area, small business owners and 
representatives from other organiza-
tions and from the Chamber of Com-
merce,” she said. The nonprofi t has a 
volunteer board, with no staff.

“In the past,” she said, “there have 
been initiatives around having con-
versations with the Town of Ches-
terton about things that we think 
would benefi t downtown Chesterton, 
like expanded parking, or how to in-
tegrate the European Market with 
small businesses.”

The capital campaign has offi cially ended. Not 
surprisingly, CAC surpassed the fundraising goal. 
By the end of May, Hammond-Hagman expects fi nal 
touches to be complete for bathroom fi xtures, cabi-
nets and furniture.

In the Galleries
Having visited the CAC galleries over the years, 

I was surprised to learn that for a long time, ex-
hibits were scheduled about a couple of months 
ahead. The calendar was not set for at least a year 
in advance. Hammond-Hagman said she wanted to 
formalize the process a little more, “and also really 
expand the mission and diversify the types of art-
ists we were showing and the types of work that we 
were showing.” 

Previously, exhibits changed monthly, which is a 
lot.

“So, when we’re focusing on education program 
growth, we kind of needed to make that a line. I be-
lieve that the galleries are an extension of our edu-
cation mission and therefore should be programmed 
whether that’s with artist demos or artist talks, and 
we can’t do that on short notice,” she said. 

“Right now, we’re working on a two-
year-plus calendar so our galleries 
are calendared out at least that far in 
advance, and while we do have won-
derful annual partnerships with the 
Duneland School Corporation, with 
the Chesterton Women’s Club, we 
will always have those annual exhi-
bitions (which are a month long). We 
also have a slate of two-month-long 
exhibitions, and those are varied and 
are bringing artists from outside the 
region and from inside the region.”

Artists requesting a show need to fi ll out an ap-
plication. Hammond-Hagman also is interested in 
expanding the artist pool, and “meeting artists that 
are underrepresented in the region, and bringing in 
folks from the Chicago area, Detroit, South Bend 
and Elkhart.”

She sees this as an opportunity to bring in newer 
voices to CAC and the region through exhibits. Visi-
tors can experience new approaches, and younger 
people can discuss what they see.  

“We provide programs that allow them to do that, 
whether it’s school visits, it’s family art days, which 
are free, or quarterly programs where kids and 
their favorite grownups can come into the gallery, 
get a little tour or a scavenger hunt with our team, 
and then come into the classrooms and make art 
based on the conversations that are happening in 
the gallery,” she said.  

In the Community and a Cultural 
District Designation

Along with her commitment to CAC, Hammond-
Hagman is deeply involved into the Chesterton 
community.

She sits on the board of the non-profi t Chesterton 
Branding and Leadership Corp. (CBLC), a 501(c)
(3) designed to bolster the downtown area. Other 
board members “include representatives from Indi-

Art & Hope
Continued from Page 3

These provided photos reveal the work being done at the 116 Building.
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Four CBLC members, including Hammond-
Hagman, Rebecca Riley-Vargas, Kevin Nevers and 
Jayde McAloon, applied to participate in Creative 
Convergence, a joint venture by Indiana Arts Com-
mission in partnership with Indiana Communities 
Institute of Ball State.

“What it does is that communities or municipali-
ties can apply to take part in this initiative,” she 
explained. “You are invited downstate for a two-day 
workshop on creative economic development on how 
towns and municipalities can leverage arts and cul-
ture to drive economic development.”

The group’s proposal was accepted for the work-
shop. They received valuable information and re-
turned with a $10,000 grant request to secure a 
cultural district designation for Chesterton. They 
obtained the grant and immediately went to work on 
a fi ve-month engagement process seeking commu-
nity input. They held meetings at 
multiple locations for all interested 
parties, and launched an online 
extensive survey. The result was 
plenty of data over fi ve months.

They also worked with a consul-
tant from Valparaiso University 
to help sort through the informa-
tion, distill it to signifi cant results. 
They began mapping a boundary 
district, one that would be walk-

Chesterton Art Center celebrates work by artists from throughout the region. Pictured here is “Kissers 
and Dancers, Triptych,” fresco on terra cotta by Michigan City’s Diane Grams. Photo by Linda Weigel

able.  One decision involved marking the boundary 
with public sculptures or special markers. Branding 
will include a new logo. The Chesterton Town Coun-
cil unanimously passed a resolution last September 
designating the new arts district as the Chesterton 
Trackside Arts and Cultural District.

Future CBLB projects include seeking funding 
for more art, murals and for an oral history project 
making sure rail history is acknowledged as part of 
the community’s identity.

Indeed, Hammond-Hagman has been a force for 
artistic change in her community. She encompasses 
everything about Richter’s quote, “Art is the highest 
form of hope.” She’s helping inspire vibrant changes 
in the community, but credits CAC board members 
and volunteers for making things happen.

Together, they continue a tradition of art and 
community outreach.

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10-4
www.smallsgardencenter.com

We Deliver and Plant

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
Landscape Supplies & Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

219-778-2568

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!

30% OFF SALE
LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, TREES, SHRUBS, 

EVERGREENS, PERENNIALS & MORE.

30% OFF
GIFT STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

STONE YARD
DRIVEWAY STONE, DECORATIVE STONE, WASHSTONE, 

LIMESTONE, SLAG, MULCH, TOPSOIL, FLAGSTONE  
OUTCROPPING, BOULDERS & FIRE PITS

May 1 marks the of-
fi cial reopening of the 
season for Barker Man-
sion, 631 Washington St., 
with tours, programs and 
events planned.

Built in 1905 by rail-
road industrialist John H. 
Barker, the mansion has 
approximately 90 percent 
of its original furnishings 
and collections intact. Vis-
itors can take self-guided 
and guided tours.

The fi rst three planned 
events are:
• History Hour: Las-

sen’s Resort & the Golden Age of Cedar Lake 
from noon-12:45 p.m. Sunday, May 3. During 
the resort era of 1880-1930, the Monon Railroad 
brought thousands of vacationers to Cedar Lake. 
Guest speaker Julie Zasada, Cedar Lake Histori-
cal Association executive director, will discuss the 
community’s impact on the Calumet Region, and 
the amenities that resort offered visitors. The 
cost is $20 for the program and a self-guided tour 
and $30 for the program and a guided tour.

• Mother’s Day Tea 
from 1-4 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 9. The 
tea service includes 
special treats, fol-
lowed by a guided 
tour of the mansion. 
The tea, itself, is in 
the third-fl oor ball-
room. Tickets cost 
$60.

• Mothers & Mu-
sic: A Celebration 
of Mothers and 
Daughters Con-
cert from 1-3 p.m. 
Sunday, May 10. 

The event starts with a live classical concert in 
the grand ballroom by pianist Marissa Kerbel, 
who  will explore music from the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Afterward is a self-guided 
tour of the mansion. Select personal items be-
longing to Katherine Barker will be on display.
The mansion will be open regularly through De-

cember, with expanded programming and special 
events scheduled. Visit www.barkermansion.org to 
register for any program or more information.

Barker Mansion Reopens for the Season on May 1

http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
http://www.barkermansion.org
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Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2026 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC and
franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

MARISSA STAPLETON
312.520.3552
marissa.stapleton@cbexchange.com
MarissaStapleton.com
10 N Whittaker Street | New Buffalo, MI
823 Franklin Street | Michigan City, IN

Perfectly positioned along the 15th fairway of Long Beach Golf Course, this 3-bedroom, 2-bath home blends
peaceful golf course living with easy lake access. Vaulted ceilings, a gas fireplace, and oversized windows create a
bright, inviting main living space with serene fairway views. A main-level bedroom and full bath add convenience,
while the Trex deck is ideal for entertaining, morning coffee, or enjoying summer fireworks. The walk-out lower
level offers additional living space, backyard access, and room to expand. Golf cart friendly and just a short walk
to Stop 23 Beach, tennis courts, and parks—perfect for year-round living or a weekend retreat.

2401 FLORIMOND DRIVE | LONG BEACH, INDIANA

3 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHS | $789,000

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:marissa.stapleton@cbexchange.com
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F I S H  M A R K E T

Stop In & Say Hello!

Celebrate Spring with

Grab-N-Go Gourmet

F L A G S H I P  H A S  S E T  S A I L

Michiana Shores Volunteer Fire Department
PANCAKE & SAUSAGE BREAKFAST

Firemen Make the Best Pancakes 
Sunday, May 3, 2026 
7:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

$10/adults, $6/children 5 & older, Children 5 & younger/free  
• Carryouts Available • Raffle

At the Fire Station & Community Center 
911 El Portal, Michiana Shores

Residential • Commercial • Rentals • Airbnb
219.878.3227 • ATLAS-CC.COM

Family Owned/Operated • Free Estimates 
Full House Cleaning • Weekly/Biweekly

CONTACT CUSTOMER SUPPORT-SCHEDULING
Insured • 8+ Years of Professional Service • 10% Senior & Veteran Discount

Carpet Cleaning,  
Power Washing,  
Rug Cleaning,  

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Free pickup & delivery

Free Estimates

“Moon Over Buffalo”
Ken Ludwig’s “Moon Over Buffalo,” a comedy in 

the tradition of his popular “Lend Me a Tenor,” runs 
May 1-3 and 8-10 at La Porte Little Theatre Club, 
218 A St.

In the play, washed-up actors George and Char-
lotte Hay are appearing in “Private Lives” and 
“Cyrano De Bergerac” in Buffalo, N.Y. On the brink 
of a split caused by his affair with a young ingénue, 
the couple receives word that Frank Capra is com-
ing to see their matinee. If he likes the performance, 
they might get cast in his remake of “The Scarlet 
Pimpernel.”

Performances are at 7:30 p.m. May 1-2 and 8-9 and 
2 p.m. May 3 and 10. Tickets are $20 for adults, $19 
for seniors 55 and older and $16 for students with 
ID and younger. Visit www.laportelittletheatreclub.
com for tickets.

http://www.laportelittletheatreclub
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For your personalized eye care!

Adeela M. Alizai, M.D.
Ophthalmology

3809 N. Main St., Suite 100
Mishawaka, IN 46545

Fax: (844) 689-0701

Full-Service Painting & Renovation Specialists
Commercial • Residential • Industrial

• Interior & Exterior Painting    • Drywall Installation & Repair
• Fine Finish Work    • Carpentry Services    • Flooring & Tile Installation

Professional results. Fair pricing. Fully insured.

Matthew Karstrand 
(312) 927-8489

Matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com 
https://www.karstranddec.com/

La Porte County Public Library
Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue 

fi nes. Customers only will be charged for items they 
damage, lose or never return.  

The following programs are planned:
• Virtual Author Talk with Jason Reynolds 

from 6-7 p.m. Thursday, April 30. Reynolds 
will discuss Coach, the fi fth and last entry in the 
“Track” series. Register online.

• An Evening with Marie Benedict from 6-8:30 
p.m. Thursday, April 30, at The Great Hall 
Events & Conference Center at Purdue Uni-
versity Northwest, 1401 S. U.S. 421, Westville. 
Benedict will discuss her latest novel, Daughter 
of Egypt. A Q&A, book signing and cash-only bar 
are planned. Register online by noon April 30.

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
May 1, at the main library. The storytime in-
cludes rhymes, music and activities.

• Choose Your Own Storytime from 4-4:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 4, at the main library Multi-
purpose Room. Structured around the Every 
Child Ready to Read curriculum, children help 
choose books to read during storytime.

• America @ 250 Alexander Hamilton: Financ-
ing a New Nation from 4-5 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 5, at the main branch Meeting Room B. 
The program is appropriate for students in sixth 
grade and older.

• Tween Book Club (ages 10-13) from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. Tuesday, May 5, in the main library 
Multipurpose Room. The focus is Tahereh 
Mafi ’s Furthermore. Copies are available at the 
youth desk.

• Creative Kids-Star Wars from 4-5 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 6, in the main library Multipurpose 
Room. Celebrate May 4 (a little late) with stories, 
a character craft and LEGO droid builds.

• All Things True Crime Book Club from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 6, at the main li-
brary Meeting Room A. The focus is Axton 
Betz-Hamilton’s The Less People Know About 
Us: A Mystery of Betrayal, Family Secrets and 
Stolen Identity.
La Porte County Public Library is located at 904 

Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
mailto:Matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
https://www.karstranddec.com/
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FRANCISCAN MEDICAL PAVILION
3500 Franciscan Way | 3rd Floor | (219) 861-8785

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS
IN MICHIGAN CITY

Susan Murrey, MD, FACOG

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

WELCOME OUR NEW PHYSICIAN

  CLINICAL INTERESTS

• Gynecologic Surgery

• Menopause & Perimenopause

• Obstetrics, High & Low Risk

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Serving Dinner 7 Days a Week | 4 P.M. - 9 P.M.
Saturdays | 2 P.M. - Bar Open Til Late Night
Sunday Champagne Brunch | 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.

6 A n n u a lt h

M a y 9 , 2 0 2 6t h

L i v e M u s i c - M e x i c a n D i n n e r B u f f e t -
S p e c i a l t y C o c k t a i l s - C i g a r s

S
C
A
N

Q
R

F
O
R

T
IC

K
E
T
S
!

W E E K E N D P L A N S ?
G a t h e r y o u r c r e w a n d j o i n u s o n t h e B r e w B u s !
E n j o y s t r e s s - f r e e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o y o u r
f a v o r i t e w i n e r i e s , b r e w e r i e s , a n d b a r s i n t h e
M i c h i g a n C i t y & N e w B u f f a l o a r e a !

$ 7 5 / p e r s o n f o r 5 H o u r T o u r s
U p t o 1 3 P e o p l e
Y o u r C h o i c e o f u p t o 5 L o c a t i o n s

I n q u i r e a t B r e w e r y L o d g e . c o m / P r i v a t e - E v e n t s

A R T

F O R P A R K S ’ S A K E

C A L L F O R A R T I S T S !
Michiana Shores Park Boosters are seeking donations of original art to

support the Annual Art For Parks’ Sake fundraiser
  July 5th, 2026!

Accepting donations from now, through June 1st, 2026, please
contact Kathleen Flanagan at kflan11@comcast.net

All proceeds from silent auction will benefit our local parks and
beaches within the community.

We are looking for donations in any medium; fiber art, jewelry,
sculpture, painting, with a maximum size of 48" tall or wide! All

submitted artwork will be showcased at Dunes Summer Theatre
and featured in a silent auction, accompanied by music, snacks,

and a selection of beverages for purchase   

Window Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Serving La Porte & Porter County and Berrien County, MI

517 Frankliln St, #206 • Michigan City 

(219) 350-6415
Fully Insured

mailto:kflan11@comcast.net
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L I V E  M U S I C  S E R I E S
AT ROU ND BARN WI NERY &  ESTATE

Jammin’ in the Vineyard - sponsored by 
Honor Credit Union - returns to the Round 
Barn Winery & Estate on Saturday, May 
2. Join us every Saturday and Sunday as 
talented local and regional a�ists take the 
stage, bringing everything from acoustic 

favorites to high-energy sets.

YO U R  S U M M E R  S O U N D T R AC K 
STA RT S  H E R E !

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

S CA N  TO 
VIEW MUSIC 
S C H E D U L E

10983  H ILL S  ROAD •  BARODA ,  M ICHIGAN

Abigail Hayden Interiors & Design

Full Service Residential 
Interior Design Studio in 
Downtown Michigan City!

Call to schedule your design consultation today! 
269-762-2997 

AbigailHaydenInteriorDesign.com

http://www.thebeacher.com


April 30, 2026Page 14
THE

 
What are you doing 

this weekend? 
  

 
 
 

Discover      

BUCHANAN 

 
Wine Country’s 

historic small-town 
escape 

 
 

Food & Wine 
Books & Art 

Antiques & Beer Rolloff       Clean-Outs          Demolition

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, La Porte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Nature’s Tiny Tots

Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 
nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy mu-
sic, dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, 
hiking. 

The free program is from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, April 28, May 12 and 26, at Luhr County 
Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 West, La Porte.

Spring Flower Tea Time

The short hike on paved trails is from 10-11:30 
a.m. Thursday, April 30, at Bluhm County Park, 
3855 S. County Road 1100 West, Westville.

Hikers can view native spring woodland fl owers, 
then meet for scones, elderberry jam and tea.

Easter Egg-spedition 

Take a self-guided look at the park’s Easter egg 
stash through April 30 at Luhr County Park.

Start by the nature center door and follow the 
clues to fi nd an Easter egg prize.

A Brush with Madness

The all-ages program is from 5-7 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 13, at Luhr County Park.

Participants follow easy painting directions, with 
all supplies provided. No experience is necessary. 
The cost is $8 per person.

Wandering Watercolors

The program is from 10 a.m.-noon Tuesday, May 
19, at Bluhm County Park.

Take a short walk around the park, then paint a 
nature journal-style watercolor art. All supplies are 
provided. Call (219) 325-8315 to register.

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
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Michelle Katsaros has been
a funeral director for over
20 years, and her expertise

and compassion are some of
the reasons she is NWI’s

trusted Preplanning Advisor

Your Trusted Funeral
Preplanning Advisor

Schedule an
appointment with
Michelle or sign up

for one of our
complimentary lunch

& learn seminars to
learn more:

(219) 874-4214

SUNDAY, MAY 3,

NOON-2 PM CDT
OPEN HOUSE LAST AVAILABLE

HE BUZZ THAT BRINGS YOU HOME!

MEYER LEAGUE TEAM 
LICENSED IN: INDIANA, MICHIGAN & ILLINOIS

FRANK MEYER

BONNIE MEYER 

KAREN GRANT

HE BUZZ THAT BRINGS YOU HOME!

MEYER LEAGUE TEAM 
LICENSED IN: INDIANA, MICHIGAN & ILLINOIS

BONNIE MEYER

FRANK MEYER

KAREN GRANT

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2026 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which
are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Devoted. Accomplished. Recognized. 

Woodlands Course at Whittaker Woods! Enjoy the landscape from the last 
available building site. 22,800 SQ FT with no build deadline. Create your 

$60,000

19499 KLUVER ROAD, NEW BUFFALO, MI19499 KLUVER ROAD, NEW BUFFALO, MI112 BLAINE ST., SHERIDAN BEACH112 BLAINE ST., SHERIDAN BEACH
Artisan-designed cottage, rebuilt from stem to stern with 3 
BRs/2 BAs, private yard, off-street parking, four blocks to Lake 
Michigan beach, perfect for you or your STR tenants. $499,000

http://www.thebeacher.com
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Fully InsuredFully Insured Jon StefankoJon Stefanko 
Land ClearingLand Clearing OwnerOwner

JON’S TREE SERVICEJON’S TREE SERVICE 
Tree Removal • Topping • TrimmingTree Removal • Topping • Trimming 

Stump Grinding • Complete Clean up Stump Grinding • Complete Clean up

Free EstimatesFree Estimates (219) 872-9472(219) 872-9472

1 Cord Split Wood 1 Cord Split Wood
$300 (delivered)$300 (delivered)

Half Loads Available Half Loads Available
$200 (delivered)$200 (delivered)

$50 an Hour for Stacking$50 an Hour for Stacking
All Hard Wood All Hard Wood

Delivery 7 Days a WeekDelivery 7 Days a Week

Kevin Murphy Products

Faith-Based Diabetes Initiative
Franciscan Health is offering the latest install-

ment of “Fan Out Diabetes,” its free, faith-based di-
abetes initiative in partnership with local churches 
and community organizations.

The next sessions are at 12:30 p.m. Sunday, May 
31, at The Salvation Army, 1201 Franklin St. Par-
ticipants are asked to attend both sessions that 
bring free, two-day diabetes education, prevention 
and detection mini-workshops to the church after 
Sunday services.

The initiative pairs minority congregations here 
with Franciscan’s Community Health Improvement 
program and community organizations. Sponsors 
include Franciscan Health, the Michigan City chap-
ter of Indiana Black Expo, CareSource, Anthem 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Covering Kids & Families 
of Indiana and Dunebrook.

Pre-registration is not required, and participants 
don’t have to be members of the congregation to 
attend. Contact Nila Williams, Franciscan Health 
Michigan City community health improvement co-
ordinator, at Nila.Williams@franciscanalliance.org 
for more details.

MCHS Drama Club 
Michigan City High School’s Drama Club will 

present its spring show, “The Lightning Thief: A 
Percy Jackson Musical,” on Friday-Sunday, May 
1-3, at the school auditorium, 8466 Pahs Road.

Performances are at 7 p.m. Friday-Saturday and 
2 p.m. Sunday. Enter through Door P. The creative 
team includes:

• Productions Director: Angie Gresham.

• Artistic Director: Becky Tiedeman.

• Music Director: Kaity Mosher.

• Stage Manager: Kristi Steinhiser.

• Student Director: Midnight Bright.

• Student Stage Manager: Sabriel Croy.

Tickets, which are $15 for adults and $10 for stu-
dents and young children, are available at the door.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:Nila.Williams@franciscanalliance.org
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FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST

MOORE 
CONSTRUCTION

ROOFING 
GUTTERS&&

LEAF GUARDS • SHINGLE ROOFS • REPAIRS • SOFFIT • FASCIA
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Deal directly with owner Michael Moore

(219) 777-0423
(312) 995-3994
Over 36 years in business

MOOREROOFS.COM

OR

http://www.thebeacher.com
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“The Plague” picks at the scabs of adolescence so 
ruthlessly, it should be required viewing for teens as 
a rallying cry against cruelty.

Charlie Polinger, the writer and director, explores 
a pivotal turning point in childhood when bullies 
clearly establish themselves, zeroing in on fellow 
students they view as “different.” I suspect Polinger, 
as a storyteller, is drawing on past experiences, be-
cause his fi lm, which just debuted on AMC+, feels 
so real, it’s like watching a chilling documentary; 
chilling because, sadly, this is what middle-school 
years are like. 

The setting is a water polo summer camp for 12- 
to 13-year-olds in 2003. Ben (Everett Blunck) is 
new to the area and eager to fi t in, the other camp-
ers having all grown up together. Ben is a good kid 
with a kind heart, which is why he watches from 
the sidelines, with natural curiosity, at the social 
warfare at play. A large cluster of boys follows Jake 
(Kayo Martin), the alpha male of the lot, as they 
make life hell for Eli (Kenny Rasmussen). He’s like-
ly on the autism spectrum, his quirks treated by the 
other boys as an open invitation to torment him.

Eli has a rash covering much of his body that 
Jake and his crew dub “The Plague.” An illness they 
say is akin to leprosy. Anyone who touches him, or 
gets too close, might contract the same disease. Eli, 

of course, has no contagious condition. It is likely a 
reaction to the pool’s chlorine levels, but the notion 
of “the plague” is the movie’s metaphor for any in-
dividual treated like an outcast for not adhering to 
the norms of school cliques. And Ben, who is percep-
tive enough to establish a tenuous bond with Jake, 
knows what’s happening is wrong.

Blunck, who also stars in AMC’s dark Silicon 
Valley satire “The Audacity,” may be the best new 
young American actor today. He looks like a real 
kid, but more to the point, there is a natural quality 
to him. No false note in his performance: You never 
catch him acting. Part of the reason what Ben ex-
periences is agonizing to watch is that we’re seeing 
a child forced to react to ugly behavior when adults 
aren’t around. With Blunck, we relate to that sense 
of aloneness despite being crowded by others.

Martin, as Jake, is startlingly effective. Every-
one knew a Jake growing up. The kid who is popu-
lar solely because everyone fears him. Because he 

★ ★ ★ ★
“The Plague”

Running time: 98 minutes. AMC+. Rated R for language, sexual 

material, self-harm/bloody images, and some drug and alcohol 

use, all involving children.

“The Plague” is a Chilling 
Look at Bullies and Hazing

by Andrew Tallackson

Everett Blunck stars as Ben, a middle-schooler attending a water polo camp, in “The Plague.”
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is calculating and, yes, hateful. With Martin, you 
can see the wheels turning inside Jake’s mind. He 
knows there is a line between right and wrong…and 
blissfully disregards it. 

(Martin is so unsettling as Jake, I was reminded 
of what a Circuit Court judge once told me, back in 
my days as a cub reporter. He said, “A perceptive 
kindergarten teacher can tell me who I’ll see in my 
courtroom in 10 years.” A harsh observation, sure, 
but one that speaks of a sad truth: Some children 
arrive into this world with the odds stacked so vio-
lently against them, they succumb to the very ugli-
ness that surrounds them.)

The swim coach, Daddy Wags, tries to pound 
messages of kindness and empathy into Jake. He’s 
played by Joel Edgerton (“Train Dreams”) in a won-
derful performance as a man who quickly recog-
nizes when something is off. At one point, he even 
lines his team up, admonishing them for treating 
Eli badly. When Jake mouths off to Daddy Wags, 
clearly showing off by using profanity, Daddy Wags 
fears the youngster may be a lost cause.

That is why we are moved by the late-in-the fi lm 
conversation between Daddy Wags and Ben. You 
can feel it in Edgerton, that his seen-it-all coach is 
putting his hope into Ben, reminding him that the 
petty garbage he experiences now will be a thing of 
the past once he goes off to college.

That really is what “The Plague” is about: life 

Joel Edgerton is wonderful as Daddy Wags, the swim coach.

under the microscope. Middle school, high school, 
they’re examples of living in a bubble, where it’s 
darn near impossible to see a way out, even though 
one clearly exists. The movie, like Daddy Wags, puts 
all its hope into Ben, and through Blunck, we wit-
ness a kid who stares reality in the face and clings 
to every bit of goodness left in him.

You won’t easily shake “The Plague.” It burrows 
deep.

Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com

New Name! New Menu! New Location!

701 Washington St.
(219) 788-1018

NOW SERVING
Beer, Wine, Saki, Soju

DINE- IN, CARRY OUT OR 
DELIVERY

Door Dash/Uber Eats/Grub Hub

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
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Celebrating Creativity

The staff at Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St., certainly had cause for celebration on 
April 18.

As part of Northwest Indiana’s World Creativity 
& Innovation Week (April 15-21), the library’s Youth 
Services Department received the CREO! (Creativ-
ity, Regional, Excellence, Originality) award from 
The Center for Creative Solutions Inc. Pictured to 
the right are (from left) Cindy Hedge, The Center’s 
CEO, Dale Cooper, Visit Michigan City La Porte 
community relations director, and from the library 
Dave Fink, Lori Richardson and Don Glossinger.

And in conjunction with the special week, the 
library held a reception showcasing 2-D and 3-D 
works by Marquette Catholic High School students, 
the pieces managed by their art teacher, Matt Raney.

All photos by Kim Nowatzke

http://www.thebeacher.com
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I literally ran out of breath at a recent open mic 
in Stevensville, Mich., as I played a tune or two on 
my licorice stick.

Well, clarinet, but you know what I’m talking about. 
I’ve talked myself blue in the face about my return to 
the clarinet in 2008 when I bought a used instrument 
at a friend’s funky resale shop in Niles, Mich.

You read about my lessons with virtuoso Jason 
Gresl, and my valiant effort 
to earn a fourth chair in the 
celebrated South Shore Con-
cert Band, in 2018 or so.

And I should note, I bought 
one fi ne clarinet from Bill 
King of Clarinet Connection 
and Michigan City Chamber 
Music Festival, right here 
in our living room, in 2013. 
Bill was in town to toodle a 
tune or two on behalf of MC-
CMF at a local elementary 
school. He brought four Buf-
fet Crampon clarinets to our 
house after his performance. 
He asked me to try all four, 
saying he would be happy to 
show me more at his “home 
offi ce” in Ann Arbor, Mich.

I tried the fi rst two, then 
hit an endless seam of gold 
on No. 3, a Buffet Crampon 
RC B-fl at Clarinet of the fi n-
est African hardwood and sil-
ver keys. A bit pricey, I must 
say, but we had the scratch 
back then, so, SOLD!!!

(I did give the fourth clarinet a ride around the 
block, but I was home-free with No. 3.)

Back to my breathless night at the open mic.  
I was pretty much talked into it, and agreed, 

thinking I could get back in tune in a few weeks. I 
hadn’t been playing for weeks. It wasn’t that I didn’t 
enjoy toodling; well, I had just sidetracked my artis-
tic impulses to the waterfront or watercolor paint-
ing. Every time I wanted to crack open the case, as-
semble my clarinet and play a tune or two, I would 
just shrug and pick up a paintbrush instead.

But then a friend, an accomplished singer, talked 
me into doing a duet at the forthcoming open mic 
event. We picked one of my favorites, “Auld Lang 
Syne,” and adapted the familiar Scottish melody 
for voice and clarinet. We had fun rehearsing for a 
few weeks, and my songstress friend assured me I 
would have even more fun at the open mic.

Guess what?
I didn’t have fun. I was so nervous, I couldn’t reg-

ulate my breathing. And that’s not a good place to 

be when you’re playing a wind instrument in front 
of a live audience.

We played through “Auld Lang Syne,” and the 
audience loved what we did, but I felt as though I 
had taken up smoking again. My heart was racing. I 
was just plain out of breath. A case of rapid, shallow 
breathing if ever there was one. And you psychology 
majors will know at once what caused that:  

ANXIETY.
Oh, yeah. I had a bad case, and I was ready to bid 

farewell to my clarinet, forever.
I was so discouraged, I considered calling Bill 

King to see if he might have a buyer for my meticu-
lously maintained, world-class instrument. I was 
that far down in the dumps.

I talked it over with my wife, Natalie, who is my 
best friend, mentor and crisis manager.

“You love to play the clarinet,” she said. “Why 
don’t you ditch the open mic nights, and band con-
certs, and all the rest of it, and just play for our 
enjoyment?”

The Whole Rubank

Life With
Charley
Charles McKelvy

Yep, “the Rubank” is back on the music stand, and I’m diggin’ it.
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In other words: no worries. 
No stress. No more rapid, 
shallow breathing.

So I went to my favorite mu-
sic store and bought a fresh 
edition of what every begin-
ning clarinet student recog-
nizes as: Rubank Elementary 
Method — Clarinet by N.W. 
Hovey. My friends at the music 
store wondered if I was buy-
ing the fundamental course 
for a friend who wanted to 
take up the clarinet, but I con-
fessed it was for me to kick-
start my aging embouchure 
into making a perfect seal 
around the mouthpiece. And 
to calm my pulse and breath-
ing, and slowly, methodically, 
returning to the instrument I 
have adored since fi rst hear-
ing  Benny Goodman play his 
licorice stick, when my father 
spun his favorite vinyl in our 
living room.

Then, I went to my long-neglected music corner, 
dusted off my music stand and cracked open my 
waterproof and insulated clarinet bag and case. I 
still knew how to assemble my clarinet. But fi rst, 
I apologized to her, to “Clarice,” for neglecting her.  

When I fi rst began taking my clarinet in for an 
annual tune-up, the ace technician asked if I named 
my clarinet. I replied, without hesitation, “Why Cla-
rice, of course.”  Where Clarice came from, I’ll never 
know, but I do know the name sure fi ts her. And I do 
know I had Clarice assembled in no time fl at, ready 
to play all 48 pages of that blue music book known 
simply as “the Rubank.”

We reviewed “the Rubank Boehm System Clarinet 
Chart” on the fold-out in front, then set to work on 
“Lesson 1: Whole Notes — Whole Rests.” Play a note 
for four beats, then rest for four beats. Start with easy 
old E and work the left fi ngers all the way to C which, 
of course, stands for Charley’s Clarinet, Clarice.

The fi ngers on my left hand knew just which 
keys and tone holes to hit, and the old embouchure 
wasn’t half bad.

I didn’t huff, puff nor gasp for breath.

No failure of nerves, no anxiety attack.  

All because there was no audience out there in the 
dark watching and listening for that fi rst mistake. 
For, if you’ll excuse me, that fi rst “clarinet fart.”

I was amazed before I was halfway through, 
knowing without a doubt that day, that one day Cla-
rice and I would play our way through to Page 48 for 
a polished go at Weber’s “Gob Sticks.”

It’s grand and wonderful to be back at the mu-
sic stand with Clarice in hand. To celebrate, we’re 
having us a listen to Dave Bennett’s awe-inspiring 
album, “Clarinet is King.”

Some assembly required, but I didn’t need the directions to put “Clarice” back together again.

Home sweet home starts here

Lois Swanson
Mortgage Advisor
219-873-2693NMLS# 586274

Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Enjoy a championship golf course, practice range, 
swimming, pickleball and a packed social schedule.

www.pottawattomie.com | 1900 Springland Ave, Michigan City, IN

Call Matt Wooldridge for a tour or more information: 219.872.8624 | mwooldridge@pottcc.com

You’ve Earned This

Pottawattomie
Country Club

DDRIVING RAANNNGGGGGGEEEE

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIIIIIIIVVATE GOLF

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVIIIIIIITTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

With no tee times
you play when YOU want!

SCAN TO
LEARN MORE

Open House 
May 12 5:30-6:30 PM

Light aps/wine or beer.
Explore what Pottawattomie 

Country Club has to offer!
Bring your friends!

RSVP (219) 872-8624

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:mwooldridge@pottcc.com
http://www.pottawattomie.com
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500 S. EL PORTAL

MICHIANA SHORES, IN

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SEATING

CARRYOUT

EARLY SPRING HOURS: 
Friday 4-9 p.m. • Saturday 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Sunday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Our specialty is the authentic Naples Style Pizza prepared 

and cooked just as it was over 170 years ago in a wood 

fired hearth oven. This style pizza is as much a method of 

rich tradition as it is a food.

Our passion is to provide our guests this authentic 

Napoletana pie along with fresh salads and refreshing house 

made Gelato using only the finest fresh ingredients,  cooked 

using time honored traditions and served in a warm inviting 

atmosphere. We also offer the finest micro-crafted beer 

and wine. 

Come and relax, enjoy the tradition of this fine food 

with a story to tell,  Authentic Wood Fired Pizza.

219-879-8777
EARLY SPRING HOURS: 

Friday 4-9 p.m. •  Saturday 11 a.m. -9 p.m.  • Sunday 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

www.stop50woodfiredpizzeria.com

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• La Porte High School, 602 F St., 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Thursday, April 30.
• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 

Road, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, May 5.
• Northwest Health La Porte Hospital, 1331 State 

St., La Porte, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday, May 5.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

http://www.stop50woodfiredpizzeria.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
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Make Your Reservations
for

Mother’s Day Brunch Today!

Downtown Three Oaks

(269) 756-6002

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

(800) 228-3928 • (317) 727-2361

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:
• 3-D Pen Workshop (ages 6-17) from 3:30-5 

p.m. Thursday, April 30. Meet in the maker-
space, with no experience necessary. Children 12 
and younger are required to attend with a parent 
or guardian.

• Needle Arts Club from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Thurs-
days. Membership is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome.

• Eastland Disaster Presentation from 1-2 
p.m. Saturday, May 2. The Eastland Disaster 
Historical Society will lead a 45-minute presenta-
tion on the July 1915 shipwreck.

• May the Fourth Party from 4-5 p.m. Monday, 
May 4. Celebrate “Star Wars” through crafts, 
buttons and goodie bags.

• Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4 
p.m. Tuesdays. Harris can offer tips and advice 
on how to research a family tree or fi nd genealogi-
cal records.

• Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from 
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays. Create with LEGO WeDo, 
Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozobots and 3-D pens. 
Children 12 and younger must have a parent or 
guardian attend with them.

• Author Susan Draper at 5 p.m. Tuesday, May 
5. Draper will discuss her writing journey, answer 
questions and sign her latest book, Lakeshore Se-
crets, a crime thriller set in Ogden Dunes.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 

Michigan City Public Library
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Piano concert by Joyceann Maynard at 1 
p.m. Wednesday, May 6. A classically trained 
pianist, Maynard will present a concert in the 
lobby. Her style mixes modern music with a clas-
sical feel.

• Dungeons & Dragons (ages 13-17) from 4-6 
p.m. Wednesday, May 6. Supplies and charac-
ters are provided on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served ba-
sis. Email Miss Dana at dwolf@mclib.org for more 
details.

• April and May scavenger hunts. In April, fi nd 
Super Mario Galaxy characters in Youth Servic-
es and win a prize. In May, fi nd the hidden Sith, 
Rebels and droids for a prize.

• Blackout Poetry: Create Your Own Pep Talk 
in April. Pick up a discarded book page from the 
Reference Desk and black out most of the words, 
leaving visible only the words for a poem. Partici-
pants are invited to craft a self-pep talk, saying 
positive words needing to be heard. Turn in the 
completed “blackout” poem at the Reference Desk 
to be featured on the display wall.

• Learning Center volunteers needed for chil-
dren and adults. Areas include reading, math, 
high school equivalency and English as a Second 
Language. All supplies and training are provided. 
Volunteers are needed two hours a week. Contact 
Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or stop by 
the Learning Center for more details.

• Hoopla. The digital library app for eMaterials is 
available to cardholders. Along with eBooks and 
eAudiobooks, it offers comics, streaming fi lms, 
TV shows and binge passes for popular collec-
tions, apps and channels.

❑

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 
E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

mailto:dwolf@mclib.org
http://www.mclib.org
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

40 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le

 c
ou
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n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

The Potted Plant
Greenhouse & Nursery

Large Containers, Baskets and 
Planters for Sale.

Most All-Spring Plants Available.

9813 W. 300 N.
Michigan City
(Behind Harbor GMC)

May Hours
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday

Closed Monday

219-241-0335

Like Us 
on

New Buffalo Township Library
• Star Wars Day. The all-day program is Monday, 

May 4.
• Read and Ride. The program is from 9 a.m.-

1:45 p.m. Thursday, May 7, at Silver Beach Cen-
ter, St. Joseph, Mich.

Weekly programs
• Teen Maker Space from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.
• Chess Club from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.
• Adult Literacy Class from 5:30-6:45 p.m. Thurs-

days.
• Essentrics Exercise for Seniors (gentle) at 10 a.m. 

Fridays. The intermediate program is at 11 a.m.
• Lego Club from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Fridays and 9 

a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturdays.
• Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays.
• Memory Café on the fi rst Tuesday of the month.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Teacher in the Library. The program is from 4-5 

p.m. Tuesdays-Wednesdays.
• Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

while supplies last.
All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-

brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Visit www.
newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or call (269) 469-
2933 for more details.

Harbor Country Hikers
Berrien County Chief Naturalist Derek Pelc 

again will lead Harbor Country Hikers on his favor-
ite wildfl ower trails at 1 p.m. EDT Saturday, May 
2, at Love Creek County Park, 9292 Huckleberry 
Road, Berrien Center, Mich.

The trails highlight many of Michigan’s “ephem-
eral” wildfl owers, from trillium and hepatica to 
Dutchman’s breeches and toothwort. The park also 
includes around 200 acres of meadows, forests, 
marshes and creeks.

HCH has an All-Terrain Rollator to use during 
hikes. Reservations are on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis by fi lling out the brief form at https://
harborcountryhikers.org/rollator. Membership is 
preferred; however, the public is welcome. Wear a 
hat and sturdy shoes or boots, and take preferred 
pest controls and water. 

Visit www.harborcountryhikers.org or the group’s 
Facebook page for more details.

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
https://harborcountryhikers.org/rollator
https://harborcountryhikers.org/rollator
http://www.harborcountryhikers.org
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FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 7pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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Senior Discount 
7 Days a Week 7am – 10am
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In the Area 
April 29 — Arts in the Park  Spring Party 

Fundraiser, 5-7 p.m., The Boardwalk Beach Bar 
& Grill, 1110 Lakeside St., La Porte. Tickets: $50. 
Info/reservations: www.artsintheparklaporte.com, 
tedbluesky@outlook.com. 

April 30 — Spring Flower Tea Time, 10-11:30 
a.m., Bluhm County Park, 3855 S. County Road 
1100 West, Westville. Info: (219) 325-8315, www.
laportecountyparks.org

April 30 — 3-D Pen Workshop (ages 6-17), 3:30-5 
p.m. Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

April 30 — Virtual Author Talk with Jason 
Reynolds, 6-7 p.m., through La Porte County Public 
Library. Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

April 30 — An Evening with Marie Benedict, 
6-8:30 p.m., The Great Hall Events & Conference 
Center, Purdue University Northwest, 1401 S. U.S. 
421, Westville. Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

May 1 — Open Studio Night, 6-8 p.m., St. Mary’s 
Artist Studios, 326 W. 10th St.

May 1-3 — Michigan City High School Drama 
Club, “The Lightning Thief: A Percy Jackson Musi-
cal,” MCHS auditorium, 8466 Pahs Road. Times: 7 
p.m. May 1-2/2 p.m. May 3. Tickets at door: $15/
adults, $10/students & young children.

May 1-3, 8-10 — “Moon Over Buffalo,” La Porte 
Little Theatre Club, 218 A St. Times: 7:30 p.m. May 
1-2 & 8-9, 2 p.m. May 3 & 10. Tickets: $20/adults, $19/
seniors 55 & older, $16/students with ID & younger. 
Reservations: www.laportelittletheatreclub.com

May 2 — The Biggest Little Baseball Museum 
First Saturday Speaker Series, noon EDT, Three 
Oaks Township Library, 3 N. Elm St. Free.

May 2 — Eastland Disaster Presentation, 1-2 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

May 2 — Harbor Country Hikers, 1 p.m. EDT, Love 
Creek County Park, 9292 Huckleberry Road, Berrien 
Center, Mich. Info: www.harborcountryhikers.org

May 2 — Spring Creek Horses Help Foundation 
“Hearts & Hooves” fundraiser, 5-9 p.m. EDT, Journey-
man Distillery, 109 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, 
Mich. Tickets: $100. Reservations: (269) 756-3894.

May 3 — History Hour: Lassen’s Resort & the 
Golden Age of Cedar Lake, noon-12:45 p.m., Barker 

Mansion, 631 Washington St. Cost: $20/program & 
self-guided tour, $30/program & guided tour. Info/
registration: www.barkermansion.org 

May 4 — Star Wars Day, all day, New Buffalo 
Township Library, 33 N. Thompson St. Info: www.
newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org, (269) 469-2933.

May 4 — May the Fourth Party, 4-5 p.m., Michi-
gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3049. 

May 4 — Choose Your Own Storytime, 4-4:30 
p.m., La Porte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

May 5 — CINCO DE MAYO.
May 5 — America @ 250 Alexander Hamilton: 

Financing a New Nation, 4-5 p.m., La Porte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

May 5 — Tween Book Club (ages 10-13), 4:30-
5:30 p.m., La Porte County Public Library, 904 In-
diana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

May 5 — Author Susan Draper, 5 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049. 

May 6 — Piano concert, Joyceann Maynard, 1 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

May 6 — Creative Kids — Star Wars, 4-5 p.m., 
La Porte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

May 6 — Dungeons & Dragons (ages 13-17), 4-6 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: dwolf@mclib.org

May 6 — All Things True Crime Book Club, 5:30-
6:30 p.m., La Porte County Public Library, 904 Indi-
ana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Through May 25 — “Reel Rides: Cars of TV & 
Film,” Studebaker National Museum, 201 Chapin 
St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults, 
$9.50/seniors 60 & older, $7/youth ages 6-18.  Info: 
(888) 391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org 

Through May 31 — “Rockne: Life & Legacy,” 
South Bend’s The History Museum, 808 W. Wash-
ington St. Info: www.historymuseumSB.org, (574) 
235-9664.

Through June 14 — “Cosmic Connections,” Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Fam-
ily Day: 1-3 p.m. May 30. Info: (219) 874-4900, jsex-
ton@LubeznikCenter.org

Through June — Artist Betty Thomas, Queen 
of All Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. 
Hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-
Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com 

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 

http://www.artsintheparklaporte.com
mailto:tedbluesky@outlook.com
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.org
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:dwolf@mclib.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
mailto:jsex-ton@LubeznikCenter.org
mailto:jsex-ton@LubeznikCenter.org
mailto:kd3627@hotmail.com
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Bingo/10 a.m.
Mondays in Michigan City — Adult Children 

of Alcoholic and Family Dysfunction (ACA), 6 p.m., 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 600 Franklin St. Info: 
(219) 801-1296.

Mondays in La Porte — Weekly line dance 
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 
W. McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 
p.m. Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Genealogy Help with Pat Harris, 
1-4 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17), 
3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), 
4:30 p.m., Simeon Square, 1207 S. Woodland Ave. 
Info: marsha2529@comcast.net

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 1506 Washington St. Doors open: 
4 p.m. Bingo: 6 p.m. $40 entrance fee (includes 
specials except Winner Takes All & Jackpot). 
Jackpot consolation $300 guaranteed. Info: (219) 
336-3099.

Second Tuesday of the Month — Stroke Sup-
port Group for Survivors and Caregivers, 2 p.m., 
Mother Maria Theresia Room, Franciscan Health 
Michigan City, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: Kelly 
Wise at Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meeting for Friends/
Family of Alcoholics, 6 p.m., Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 600 Franklin Square. Enter at Sixth Street 
Barker Hall side. Info: Candy at (708) 927-5287.

Wednesday-Sunday — Artist-in-Residence Art 
Display, 9:30 a.m., The Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s 
Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882, 
www.nps.gov/indu 

Thursdays — Needle Arts Club, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 a.m. 
Info: Jan at (219) 241-8757, Paula at (219) 588-
3127, www.oa.org

Sundays — Free sewing classes, 5-7 p.m. EDT, 
Friends of New Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 
13372 California Road.

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Shane.” 
Not Rated. Time: 7 p.m. April 30. Also: “Michael.” 
Rated PG-13. Times: 4 & 7 p.m. May 1-2, 1 & 4 p.m. 
May 3, 7 p.m. May 5. Also: “Star Wars Episode IV: 
A New Hope.” Rated PG. Time: 7 p.m. May 4. All 
times Eastern. The theater is located at 6 N. Elm 
St., Three Oaks, Mich. Info:  www.vickerstheatre.
com, (269) 756-3522.

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL  
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

STEUER
EPTIC
YSTEMS

219-707-9877
masonary56@msn.com

Whole Home  
Septic Incinerator

No Septic Field Required
(For the Problem Jobsites)

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:marsha2529@comcast.net
mailto:Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.oa.org
mailto:friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com
http://www.vickerstheatre
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
mailto:masonary56@msn.com
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LIVE TALK RADIO CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Curtis Flooring
(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile

JROTC Supports Community
Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Junior 

Reserve Offi cer Training Corps continues to support 
the community, hav-
ing aided nearly 50 
different projects.

Cadets on April 17 
helped distribute food 
to needy families at 
Sacred Heart Food 
Pantry. The following 
day, JROTC split its 
forces. Some cadets 
helped with spring 
cleanup at Friendship 
Botanic Gardens, 
while others assisted 
with the YMCA Game 
Day for underprivi-
leged children. 

The Salvation 
Army recognized ca-
dets April 24 for sup-
porting the organiza-
tion. Cadets also will 
provide Color Guards on May 1 for the La Porte 
County Law Day at the Michigan City Courthouse, 
then during the Ivy Tech graduation at Valparaiso 
University on May 7.

Cadet 1st Lt. Payton Downs, after doing the Color 
Guard, will don a cap and gown to receive a certifi -
cate for earning college credits as part of the MCHS 
Dual Credit program. 

Cadets who provided help for the 
Sacred Heart Food Pantry include 

(foreground) Cpl. Quinton Boorman 
and (from left) Lance Cpl. Shyanne 

Gasaway, Gunnery Sgt. Robert Pearce 
and 1st Lt. Payton Downs.

Open Studio Night
Open Studio Night is from 6-8 p.m. Friday, May 

1, at St. Mary’s Artist Studios, 326 W. 10th St.  
The featured artists are: Jane Cowley, Sunny 

Gardner-Orbovich, Diane Grams, Tim Lace, Nic Or-
bovich, Edwin Shelton, Margaret Sullivan and Suzy 
Vance.

“Hearts & Hooves” Fundraiser
Spring Creek Horses Help Foundation will host 

a “Hearts & Hooves” fundraiser from 5-9 p.m. EDT 
Saturday, May 2, at Journeyman Distillery, 109 
Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich.

The event is a key fundraiser to support the foun-
dation’s programs that bring horses to children and 
families, particularly those in underserved commu-
nities. Participants learn horse care, grooming and 
riding while developing confi dence, empathy and 
life skills. 

The evening includes a buffet dinner, cocktails, a 
silent auction and an 18-hole putting green experi-
ence. Tickets are $100 per person.

Contact Alison Grosse at (269) 756-3894 for tick-
ets and more details.

Baseball Museum Program
The Biggest Little Baseball Museum kicks off its 

First Saturday Speaker Series at noon EDT Satur-
day, May 2, at Three Oaks Township Library, 3 N. 
Elm St. 

Presented by museum staff, the program, “The 
Browns, Eddie Gaedel and a Glove,” features an 
overview of the museum and introduces baseball’s 
forgotten team, the St. Louis Browns.   

Admission is free and includes a free box of 
Cracker Jacks.

Arts in the Park Fundraiser
Arts in the Park will host its Spring Party Fun-

draiser from 5-7 p.m. Wednesday, April 29, at The 
Boardwalk Beach Bar & Grill, 1110 Lakeside St., 
La Porte.

The 21-and-older event includes music, light bites 
and beverages. The attire is relaxed, casual spring 
style. Tickets cost $50 per person.

Contact Ted Taylor at tedbluesky@outlook.com or 
visit www.artsintheparklaporte.com for tickets or 
more details. All proceeds directly support Arts in 
the Park’s free summer-concert series.

mailto:tedbluesky@outlook.com
http://www.artsintheparklaporte.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

BUSINESS SERVICES
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Crak! The sound of a Louisville Slugger connecting with a hard ball. 
Spring training is over, and the White Sox, Cubs, South Bend Cubs and 

Railcats have opened baseball’s season, and Lefty has gloves! Rawlings, 
H&B Louisville Slugger, Wilson, Mizuno and Worth No. 1 All Star oil-soft-
ened catcher’s glove. LH, RH, baseball, softball and some kids. Prices 

$5-$40. Call (219) 873-0858 for a consultation. Namaste, Lefty.

Lost a club? Broke a club? Hate a club? Ashamed of your bag in golf-
weather sunlight? PO’d about inflation prices and big box stores? Time 

to call Lefty at (219) 873-0858 for a solution appointment! Politicians talk 
about it, Lefty solves it! Pogo says, “We buy low and sell reasonable.” 

Olive says, “If we don’t have it, you don’t need it.” Yogi says, “If you come 
to a fork in the road, take it to Lefty’s Pro Shop.” Call (219) 873-0858 for a 

consultation. Don’t let the tumbleweeds tangle yo dreams. Namaste, L.
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

Comfort Keepers
Providing Comforting Solutions for In-Home Care

Homemaking, Personal & Companion Care from 3 to 24 hours of care 
per day. Comfort Keepers is fully insured. Our compassionate caregivers 
undergo Lifetime Background Screening, are fully trained and supervised. 
Complimentary in-home consultations offered. Call us at (219) 362-9800

 www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
30 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning. Check out my 

5-star ratings online!
PROELITE WINDOW CLEANING • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
ANGIE’S CLEANING SERVICES

Residential, condos, apartments, rentals, arbnb, construction. Weekly, 
biweekly, monthly, occasional. Free estimates. Call (219) 814-3499.

ResComm Window Cleaning
FULLY INSURED • (219) 350-6415 • www.rescommwc.com

AOP Cleaning & Maintenance LLC
Still growing and happy to take new customers to assist with serving 

your needs. Cleaning, laundry, organization, maintenance, move-outs, 
construction cleans & more. Ask what we offer! We are striving to build 
a company that is servicing our community, with local businesses and 

residential homes! (219) 617-8937 • aopenterprises1@gmail.com • 
#SupportYourLocalBusinesses

Clean2clean LLC
If you’re tired of the chemicals from Clorox bleach or/and Pine-Sol,

and looking for something “clean” to clean your beautiful home 
that is better for your health and family, please give me a call at 

(219) 851-2900 leave a message. I will call you back
Lorena’s Cleaning

Residential, airbnb, offices. Weekly, biweekly, monthly, one time.
Call (219) 229-3523

PK PRECISE CLEANING LLC: Your Space, My Masterpiece
Holiday discounts. Residential, airbnb, construction cleans, deep cleans. 

Spring specials. References upon request. Call Pamela @ (219) 393-0959.
Dream Clean Shine – Tired of Messy Homes? We Fix That!

Local Cleaning Experts – Homes & Offices — Insured
Reliable, Detail-Oriented, Family-Owned. Call (773) 440-0381

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING-TILE
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC

(773) 414-4086 • (219) 363-9069
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. REMODELING
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! We specialize in full-service 
bathroom remodels and kitchen remodels. Also, all aspects of Interior/

Exterior Remodeling, Painting & Ro66ofing! Building Decks. Please call 
our expert staff for a free quote.

Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803
QUALITY IS OUR SPECIALTY!

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Painting: Interior/exterior • And Much More • Free estimates. 20+ years 

exp. Recommendations available. Insured. 
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666.

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 28-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840
Bathe Pressure Washing: “Every home deserves a spa day”

Local • Insured • Owner Operated • Residential • Commercial
www.bathepressurewashing.com • (269) 612-7409

DECK REPAIRS & EXTERIOR REPAIRS
Power washing, staining, painting, exterior rotting wood replacement

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE • Retired union carpenter & roofer
Stainright1@gmail.com

Bob (219) 809-5439 • Text for fastest response
MCCOY TILE: CUSTOM SHOWER TILE SPECIALISTS 

High-end custom showers and tile
Quality you can see. Craftsmanship you trust!

(219) 851-2723
LIBERTY POWER WASH: Veteran-owned and operated 

Professional pressure & soft washing services. 
Homes, driveways, patios, decks.

Reliable, detail-oriented service to enhance your property
Call or text (219) 254-1485 • Email info@libertypowerwashllc.com

MASONRY
Bethel Natural Stone Masonry

Specializing in custom stone retaining walls, freestanding walls & patios.
Certified by Dry Stone Conservancy & The Stone Trust. Fully insured. 

 jacobscole31@gmail.com, (219) 299-4773, instagram at bethel.natural.stone
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING
31 years experience. Fully insured. Interior/exterior painting and staining. 
Drywall repair. Power washing decks, siding and more. Additional 5% off 

on labor for seniors. All materials at contractor pricing. 
Call (219) 363-7877.

http://www.thebeacher.com
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C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering & 
Stone • Eifs • Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/

bonded. Call (219) 229-2352. 
Russo Painting Company: interior/exterior house painting

Free estimates. Call (219) 299-7732.
JOSEPH K PAINTING LLC

Interior • Exterior - Commercial • Residential
Drywall Repairs & Pressure Washing

Free estimates • Insured
Serving Michigan City…and the surrounding areas.

Call (219) 448-0733 and ask for Joseph
or send an email to: josephk@joseph-painting.com

ZABA PAINTING: LOCAL, TRUSTED, PROFESSIONAL!
Serving the lakefront of Indiana and Michigan

High quality results. Expert knowledge. Premium finishes. Free estimates.
Contact Zach Baker: (219) 878-3325, zbaker113@gmail.com

Alpha Power Washing and Painting LLC
Detail-Driven. Reliable. Professional.

Painting Interior, Cabinet Painting, Drywall Repairs,
Staining and Epoxy Garage Floors.

Call Steven for a Free Estimate @ (219) 809-1365
Epoxy Garage Cement Floors. 

I do many of these. I also wash & seal driveways.
Call me for a free estimate at (219) 741-0481.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. 

Facebook.com/abeslawncare
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Spring cleanup. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter 
cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 

dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-

up, power washing. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.

Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • 
Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 

(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com
Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.

Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.
SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Now accepting clients for the 2026 season.
Mowing Service • Cleanups • Trimming • Mulch • Weeding & Power 

Washing • Gutter Cleaning • Junk Removal. Fully insured.
Free estimates. Call Jose: (219) 369-7522 

or email serranospropertymain219@gmail.com
100 Acre Farm Lawn Care and Snow Removal LLC

We are a small local business for all your lawn care and snow removal 
needs. We offer cuts, edging, weed eating, landscaping, mulching, power 

washing, fall and spring cleanups, snow removal and salting! No job 
is too small or too big! We are offering a 10% discount for military and 

seniors. Please call or text (269) 586-4303 for questions and estimates. 
Se Habla Espanol!

MOWSALL
John (Jack) Kelley. Call or text (219) 214-7647

kelley.jack18@icloud.com • Free Estimates
LEAF REMOVAL & HAULING, PRUNING & TRIMMING, GUTTER 

CLEANING, POWER WASHING.

JOSE LAWN CARE LLC • (219) 861-9225 • alejodedios7@gmail.com
Full service: mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. 

Concrete, pavers, patio. Fully insured.
S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622, (219) 878-1985

MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
D & K Lawn and Home has openings for scheduled lawn care.

We specialize in your lawn, no matter how small or big. My husband and I 
have been in business for 7 years now, with many personal and business 

references if needed. Landscaping maintenance available as well. 
Please call Diane & Kevin Aaron at (219) 898-0489.
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Experienced painters wanted. Competitive wages. 
Please call Matt at (312) 927-8489.

Teaching and Assistant Teaching Positions Available
Renaissance Academy Montessori School, La Porte, IN
Bachelor’s Degree Required, IN Certification Preferred

7nd resume and letter of interest to april.werner@rschool.net
PUBLIC NOTICE

For Sale: Michigan City, Indiana, Type 210 Liquor License, which allows 
the sale of beer, wine and spirits for on-premises consumption and is  

eligible for a carryout supplement. 
Key Details: 

Type: 210 Liquor License 
Location: Michigan City, IN 

Carry-Out Eligible: Yes 
Availability: Immediately upon transfer 

Please contact Angela Krahulik at Angela.Krahulik@icemiller.com or 
(317) 236-5991 

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Timeless Treasures Estate Sales & Liquidation Services

Estate Sales, Buyouts and Clean Outs!
We do it all, so you don’t have to!

Call Michael for your FREE no obligation Estate Assessment. 
(219) 814-7227 

JACKPOT CONSIGNMENTS & ESTATE SALES 
1919 E. U.S. 12. Liberty Trail entrance
We buy and sell art, jewelry & furniture.

Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Call (312) 953-7306.
Garage Sales, Estate Sales, ETC!

Estate & home cleanouts, junk removal. Call us! We do all kinds of clea-
nouts, specializing in estate and home cleanouts. 

Call Mike at (219) 229-0411.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: sports cards, Pokémon cards, Yu-Gi-Oh! and one-piece cards. 

Call Mike at (219) 229-0411.
Cash for old stuff and Pokémon cards. Coins, military items and any 

house cleanout valuables. Call (219) 814-2000 for quick payment
HOME WATCH

NOW IN OUR EIGHTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES
Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com 
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
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the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

the Beacher Business Printers

Business
Cards

911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088

email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL 

Sublease 2nd-floor office space in renovated home at 45 S. Whittaker 
St. in New Buffalo, MI. We offer a collaborative, warm, community-orient-
ed environment. Two spaces available: a) private office suite (10x10) for 

$575/month; b) private office suite (10’x14’) with private 3-piece bathroom 
and walk-in storage at $1,750/month; discount available for renting the 

entire 2nd floor. Contact Anne at agross@ASchorrStudio.com
RENTALS INDIANA

Room for rent in Long Beach. Long-term rental. $800/month, includes 
utilities. Call (309) 703-7781. 
Long Beach Summer Rental

Luxury 6,000 sq ft property 1/2 block to beach; featuring 6BR, 
and 6 en suite full bathrooms. Hot tub and fire pit. Available 

May 15-June 22, 2026. Minimum 30-day rental - no exceptions.
Please contact: cobrica3@gmail.com

Edgewood Forest Condo, 2BR, 2BA, upstairs bonus room, library-den, 
2,000 square feet. Call for an appointment at (219) 872-8943.

For sale by owner. Stop 26, near community center. 3BR/1.5BA home 
on large lot. Call (219) 898-1800 for appt. to view.

Shirley Heinze Spring Benefi t
Shirley Heinze Land Trust will host its annual 

spring benefi t May 30 at William E. Urschel Pavil-
ion, 63 Lafayette St., Valparaiso.

This year’s theme is “Adding Value to Commu-
nity.” The organization will highlight the connection 
between preserved natural spaces and the well-be-
ing of Northwest Indiana residents.

The cornerstone of SHLT’s annual outreach and 
fundraising ventures, the benefi t includes dinner, 
music, drinks and an auction. 

Visit https://shorturl.at/Gl2xn or contact Depu-
ty Director Bridget Harrison at (219) 242-8558 or 
bharrison@heinzetrust.org for reservations or more 
details.

Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup 

at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours. 
While parked, call the library phone number posted 
on the numbered space sign.

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 100 
Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-7696) is 
located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. Westches-
ter Township History Museum (219-983-9715) is lo-
cated at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton. The Baugher 
Center is located at 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Have a story idea?
Email atallackson@gmail.com
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Upward Bound by Woody Brown (hardcover 
$28 retail in bookstores and online; also available as 
an eBook and an audiobook. 184 pages.)

“Walk a mile in my shoes.”
That old adage immediately came to mind after 

reading this book. I’m speaking here of autistic chil-
dren who are more misunderstood, especially non-
verbal ones. 

This amazing novel starts out at a former senior 
center turned into adult day care. Even more amaz-
ing is that the story was written by a nonspeak-
ing autistic man who not only got his high school 
diploma, but also went on to UCLA, 
won the English Department’s top 
writing honors and became the fi rst 
nonspeaking autistic graduate. If that 
isn’t enough, he went on to Columbia 
University to earn a Master of Fine 
Arts in creative writing. That hap-
pened just two years ago. 

OK, I was not knowledgeable about 
the term “nonspeaking autistic,” so 
the verbiage sent me running to the 
computer for clarifi cation. According 
to Autism Parenting Magazine: “It’s 
not about what someone can’t do; it’s 
about how they communicate.”

Do I have your attention now? Our 
narrator is Walter, a nonspeaking au-
tistic who tells of his days at an adult 
day care in Los Angeles named Up-
ward Bound, along with the people 
who run it and the clients.

Men and woman like Walter want very much to 
be part of society, to contribute, to lead a somewhat 
normal life. However, Walter sadly explains that 
“special ed” classes often make math no more than 
learning how to make change. English means look-
ing at children’s picture books. How far will that get 
you in life?

Walter’s story begins as a small boy when his par-
ents refuse to give up on him. They are inspired by 
a “60 Minutes” program in which an Indian woman 
taught her nonspeaking autistic son how to type. 
Walter’s parents get in touch with the woman, 
learning much from her about teaching Walter. It 
works…to an extent.

Walter makes it all the way through high school 
and receives his diploma. He is ready for college, 
but there is no way he can take the SAT by himself, 
so community college becomes his only choice. He 
sails through the next two years and receives an As-
sociate of Arts degree, and to the wild cheering of 
his parents.

Right after graduation, Walter’s father dies unex-
pectedly and his mother goes back to work. Staying 
home alone, for Walter, is not an option. It’s off to 
Upward Bound…

What really makes the story is the up close and 
personal look at the people at the center. Some sto-
ries are told in fi rst person, some by Walter. His best 
friend is Jorge, a “gentle giant” with a fi xation on 
the Mr. Potato Head toy.

The staff includes Carlos, the supervisor, who 
works there with his sister, Mariana. Their moth-

er is an alcoholic who landed in jail. 
Mariana got them their jobs at Up-
ward Bound. Carlos has developed a 
friendship with Jorge, and an ability 
to communicate with him. 

Ann needed a job for the summer 
before college resumes. She wanted 
something on her resume besides 
waitressing. She learns a lot from 
Tom, the client in a wheelchair due to 
cerebral palsy. He can’t believe she ac-
tually looks at him and talks to him 
like a real person. He’s looking for 
quality of life, not longevity.

There are more stories here, each 
client having a different experience. 
Many, but not all, of the counselors 
are just looking for a job, but even 
they have a story to tell.

Making this book a novel was a 
stroke of genius. Brown’s writing is clear, concise, 
authentic and tugs at the heart of the matter. His 
characters will inspire you. Putting down the book 
is hard to do. There is drama and despair, even hu-
mor. 

I can’t give enough credit to Brown’s parents for 
the hope and teaching they provided their son, nev-
er giving up on his ability to grow and learn.

The fi nal word: Why is it so easy to look with dis-
dain and fear at people who are different? People 
with mental and physical conditions we can’t even 
pronounce. Brown has taken a brave stand by say-
ing “enough.” It’s time to open our eyes and see what 
these people are capable of. See the person inside. 
Don’t dismiss them to adult day-care centers that 
are understaffed and not trained in dealing with the 
autistic. I’m not criticizing the staff at these facili-
ties — most of them are willing to give the best they 
can, and usually for lower wages — but they aren’t 
trained enough, as Walter points out.

Brown gives us much to think about — just re-
member who wrote this book, a nonspeaking au-
tistic — then tell me he isn’t able to contribute to 
society. 

He’s now working on his next book.
Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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329 MAPLEWOOD DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

3 BED / 2.1 BATH • 2,460 SF

4 ST ANDREWS DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

3 BED / 2.1 BATH • 2,280 SF

JUST LISTED UNDER CONTRACT

4650 W MERLOT COURT
LA PORTE, IN

4 BED / 3 BATH • 3,397 SF

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com /mickygallasgroupFollow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup

2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

Averee Banic................219.363.5134
Ashlee Brooks .............214.300.9551
Kylee Caudle ................219.221.0678
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659
Micky Gallas .................219.861.6012
Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952
Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754

Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902
Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494
Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324
Susie Yemc....................219.617.3731BRAEDAN GALLAS

Co-Team Lead
219.229.1951

MICKY GALLAS
Team Founder
219.861.6012

JORDAN GALLAS
Co-Team Lead
219.861.3659

SOLD

107 WHISPER DUNES DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

5 BED / 4.1 BATH • 6,340 SF

SOLD

http://www.thebeacher.com
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1401 Lake Shore Drive, 46360 | 219-874-5209
513 Pine Lake Ave, 46350 | 219-324-4640

www.makethemovegroup.com

BUSINESS SPACES AVAILABLE

424 Perry St, LaPorte, In416 Perry St, LaPorte, In

1157 E 150 N, LaPorte, In 1300 W US Hwy 20, Porter, In

212 Pine Lake Ave, LaPorte, In

FOR SALE

FOR LEASE FOR LEASE FOR LEASE

FOR SALE

http://www.makethemovegroup.com

