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We often speak of music in the pages of The Beacher. It is all around us. It fi lls our lives with joy, shares 
and dilutes our sorrows, even recalls priceless moments from our youth.

There is something special about those who create music, who devote their lives to bringing it to life. 
Musicians, indeed, are a rare breed: serious, yet playful, devoted to their art and anxious to share their joy 
and passion with the world. Theirs is a gift that, when shared, is magic. 

Michigan City’s 
Dr. George Karst is 
such a talent. 

The organist and 
choirmaster serving 
at Trinity Episco-
pal Church, located 
at 600 Franklin St. 
in the Uptown  Arts 
District, he takes 
his calling seriously. 
Anyone who hears 
him play the organ 
experiences his im-
mense talent and, 
more importantly, 
his heart and soul.

“Playing the or-
gan lifts my mind 
from the banality of 
mundane life into a 
spiritual place,” he 
told The Beacher. 
“The Trinity Episco-
pal Church pipe or-
gan isn’t the biggest 
in town, but it has 
some grand voices. 
And, most impor-
tantly, its greatness 

Joyful Noise
by William Halliar

“Music...gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, fl ight to the 
imagination and charm and gaiety to life and to everything.”

Plato

Dr. George Karst is photographed by The Beacher’s Andrew Tallackson seated at the Trinity Episcopal Church organ. Continued on Page 2
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is conferred by the room. The glorious space of the 
historic church allows the organ to speak not just 
with beauty, but also majesty.”

Karst’s talent fl ourished over time because he 
grew up in a loving home. His parents were not par-
ticularly musical, but they supported him when he 
began playing the trumpet in high school. Later, in 
his undergraduate studies, he learned composition, 
concentrating on avant-garde and abstract music. 
He completed his Doctor of Arts at Ball State Uni-
versity. 

Today, in addition to his responsibilities at Trin-
ity, he enjoys teaching music theory, music history, 
composition and keyboard at Indiana University-
Kokomo. He also composes music, and his works 
have appeared at venues in New York, Florida, Illi-
nois and elsewhere. His output includes choral mu-
sic, chamber music and electronic works. He stays 
busy as vice president 
of “Michigan City Mes-
siah,” and holds mem-
berships in American 
Guild of Organists and 
Association of Anglican 
Musicians.

Karst also has been 
a featured performer 
in the Roosevelt Organ 
Summer Concert Series. 
He performed on the 
historic 1891 “tracker” 
organ built by renown 
organ builder Frank 
Roosevelt of New York. 
The organ is located in 
the historic former First 
Congregational Church, 
531 Washington St., 
which now houses 
Christ Church. 

After the storms in 
spring 2025, it was de-
cided the Christ Church 
sanctuary needed re-
pairs. So, the concert 
series moved to more 

George Karst rehearses with members of the Trinity Episcopal Church choir shortly before a 
Jan. 6 Epiphany service. Photo by Andrew Tallackson.

Joyful Noise   Continued from Page 1
familiar turf for Karst: the Trinity Church sanctu-
ary. Karst and fellow Trinity members were gra-
cious hosts to the many visitors who attended the 
concerts at 12:15 p.m. each Wednesday during the 
summer. The programs feature an hour of music, 
followed by a reception. Karst organized practice 
schedules for the performers, making sure each in-
dividual was welcome to the church. 

Karst, who lives in Michigan City with his wife, 
Stephanie, and their children, brings his extensive 
background to Trinity as he implements a two-part 
plan to introduce choral music to the congregation. 
He began by creating a choral music program for 
young people. This, he said, includes “a broad scope 
of benefi ts, including training in medieval liturgy, 
music from ancient and new sources, travel oppor-
tunities, college-prep instruction and mentoring for 
students.”

Last year, three of his students participated in 
a program hosted by Saint Thomas Choir School, 
a boarding school in Manhattan. The experience  

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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was fi nancially bolstered by student volunteering, 
grants and foundations.

The course, according to the school website, is an 
“extensive choral experience for girls ages 12-18.” 
During the course of study, the students and staff 
live at the school. They rehearse and study music 
theory, and experience private vocal coaching. But 
the experience is not all work. The students also 
take outings and tours various sites around the city. 

Karst says these students were sent to New York 
to learn about choral music, but came away from 
the experience with so much more. 

“Many students can’t imagine a world beyond our 
own zip code,” he said. The music they were exposed 
to “prepares them to dream,” he continued. “Stu-
dents who learn a skill in one discipline fi nd that 
other areas of possibilities open as well.”

In other words, passion ignites passion.
The other element of Karst’s plan is to create a 

setting for “joyful people to participate in solemn 
worship.” He will base this choral program on music 
that refl ects the soul of the early church.

Karst believes that with the elaborate South 
Shore project at 11th and Franklin Street, one that 
includes not just a train station, but also parking, 
apartments and businesses, that the character of 
downtown Michigan City is about to change in a 
positive way. He and the Trinity leadership want 
to position the church to serve the new downtown 
population, attracting people from all walks of life 
to the congregation, especially through choir music.

That has included upgrading the church organ, 
while the sanctuary has experienced some changes 
to improve the musical worship experience. The 
carpeting has been removed, exposing the beautiful 
hardwood fl oors beneath, thus improving the acous-
tic qualities of the space. 

The organ console has been upgraded to improve  

George’s three students who participated in the program at Saint Thomas 
Choir School were (from left) Zoe Karst, Younha Seppyes and Theodora 

Karst. Photo by Andrew Tallackson.

Continued on Page 4
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his faith through the music he plays and creates.
Matt Kubik appreciates Karst’s approach to mu-

sic. As the church’s primary elected lay leader, Ku-
bik says sacred music is important to the overall 
worship experience within Episcopal churches.

“What George brings is an extraordinary level of 
musicianship,” Kubik said, “and as an educator, his 
vast knowledge of music and liturgical music.”

Sunny Gardner Orbovich, the Michigan City 
Chamber Music Festival co-founder who is involved 
with the Trinity choir, also admires Karst’s vision.

“He’s a very fi ne musician, and he’s very cre-
ative,” she said. “He’s 
a composer, as well as 
an organist, and he just 
brings a real sparkle 
and joy to our services.”

As the Michigan 
City’s downtown chang-
es and grows, it will be 
to the accompaniment 
of Trinity’s pipe organ, 
its tubular bell carillon 
and the strains of beau-
tiful choral music. 

And, of course, with 
Karst at the center of it 
all.

its performance. Originally built in 1922, Trin-
ity’s Austin Pipe Organ is central to Trinity’s wor-
ship services.  

Karst believes “worship should include beautiful 
architecture, chant, liturgy and hymns. God speaks 
to different people in different ways. Worship is a 
form of love for God.” 

Anyone who has visited the Trinity sanctuary can 
testify to the beauty of the incredible stained glass 

windows, and the soar-
ing decorative joists 
that support the vault-
ed ceiling.  

Choral music, Karst 
says, should refl ect awe 
and beauty, so his pro-
gram will teach fi ne 
choral music to anyone 
interested, no matter 
their faith. The goal, he 
says, is to teach people 
to “sing beautifully to-
gether.”

Karst takes his call-
ing and talent serious-
ly. He enjoys sharing 

Joyful Noise   Continued from Page 3

Matt Kubik. Sunny Gardner Orbovich.

New Name! New Menu! New Location!

HOKKAIDO 
BOWLS & ROLLS

701 Washington St. 
Michigan City 

(219) 788-1018

After 10 years serving the community as Hokkaido Sushi Restaurant, 
we are excited to introduce our new name and new location: 

Hokkaido Bowls & Rolls!

Same quality and heart! 
Serving Michigan City  

for a Decade!

Enjoy our expanded menu:
• Teppanyaki chicken, shrimp & veggies

• Chicken katsu & Japanese fried chicken

• Ramen, stir-fried noodles & fried rice

• Custom bowls with your choice of protein

• Fresh sushi rolls and Japanese favorites
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Patty Mershon Schaefer, a beloved presence in Michigan City and especially the beach community, turned 100 on Jan. 1. The Beacher’s Lance Werner 
took this photo of Schaefer (center, front row) surrounded by family at the LaPorte County YMCA Elston Branch.

A Great Reason to Celebrate

SACRED DUNES
INTEGRATIVE HEALTH

MASSAGE

BOOK NOW!

SSAACCRREERRRRRRR DD DDUUNNEESS
INTNN EGRARR TIVE HEALTLL H

RREEDD DDUURR

MASSAGE
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FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST

MOORE 
CONSTRUCTION

ROOFING 
GUTTERS&&

LEAF GUARDS • SHINGLE ROOFS • REPAIRS • SOFFIT • FASCIA
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Deal directly with owner Michael Moore

(219) 777-0423
(312) 995-3994
Over 36 years in business

MOOREROOFS.COM

OR

http://www.thebeacher.com
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LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

(219) 312-8119
(312) 485-9701

VETERAN OWNED

LaPORTE, INDIANA

KERRY 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONINGResidential • Commercial • Rentals • Airbnb

219.878.3227 • ATLAS-CC.COM
Family Owned/Operated • Eco Friendly Organic Products • Free Estimates 

Powerwashing Available • Full House Cleaning • Weekly/Biweekly
MEGAN FEGARAS • Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and Grout

Insured • 7+ Years of Professional Service • 10% Senior & Veteran Discount

Have Your Area Rugs 
Cleaned By Us!

Pickup & Drop-off up to 20 miles 
outside of Michigan City!

Madeleine McCarther of Marquette Catholic 
High School and Lupita Osornio-Luna of Tri Town-
ship Jr./Sr. High School are the 2026 Lilly Endow-
ment Community Scholarship winners.

Unity Foundation of LaPorte County made the 
announcement. Scholars are recognized for commu-
nity involvement, academic achievement, character 
and leadership.

McCarther lives in LaPorte and is the daughter 
of Denise and Ben McCarther. She 
is a two-time recipient of the Presi-
dential Service Award for her com-
mitment to serving others. She has 
completed more than 200 service 
hours through volunteer work with 
veterans and legislative paging for 
the Indiana House of Representa-
tives and Indiana Senate. She at-
tended Hoosier Girls State in 2025 
and ranked among the top fi ve fi nal-
ists for Indiana’s “Outstanding Girl.” She is com-
mitted to the performing arts as a classical ballet 
and modern dance student, and is a senior member 
of the Southhold Theater pre-professional dance 
company. 

Osornio-Luna lives in LaCrosse and is the daugh-
ter of Nora Luna and J. Guadalupe 
Osornio. She is involved in service 
and student leadership. After volun-
teering with her local Leos Club, she 
created “Learn with Leos,” a men-
tor-based tutoring program at her 
school. She also founded the “Happy 
Hands Project,” a toy collection ini-
tiative that provides sensory and 
fi dget toys to Tri Township students 
experiencing anxiety. 

Her leadership roles include National Honor So-
ciety president, Student Council treasurer, Science 
Team captain, lead student leader of Leadership 
LaPorte County’s Youth Program and president of 
Kankakee Valley REMC’s Junior Board of Direc-
tors. In 2025, she was selected as keynote speaker 
at Hoosier Girls State. 

Each scholarship provides full tuition, required fees 
and up to $900 per year for required books and equip-
ment for four years of full-time undergraduate study, 
all leading to a baccalaureate degree at any eligible In-
diana public or private nonprofi t college or university. 
Scholars also join the Lilly Scholars Network (LSN), 
which connects them with resources and opportuni-
ties to lead on campus and in their communities. 

In determining LaPorte County’s Lilly scholars, 
the committee considered academic achievement, 
service to others, extracurricular activities and, to 
a lesser extent, fi nancial need. After narrowing the 
fi eld of applicants, nominees were submitted to ICI, 
the statewide administrator of the program, for fi -
nal selection.

Unity Foundation Announces 2026 Lilly Scholars

Unity Foundation Scholarships
Unity Foundation of LaPorte County is accept-

ing scholarship applications for the 2026-2027 
academic year through the Unity Foundation 
General Application, the deadline being 5 p.m. 
Friday, March 13.

In 2025, Unity awarded $325,000 to 174 local 
students through the program. The general ap-
plication simplifi es the process by allowing stu-
dents to apply for more than 50 different schol-
arships through a single online application. The 
form, frequently asked questions and additional 
details are available at www.ufl c.net. Applicants 
are encouraged to begin the process early.

Graduating high school seniors, continuing stu-
dents and non-traditional students seeking to ob-
tain a professional certifi cate, or associate, under-
graduate, graduate or doctoral degree can apply.McCarther

Osornio-Luna

http://www.ufl
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For your personalized eye care!
Adeela M. Alizai, M.D.
Ophthalmology

3809 N. Main St., Suite 100
Mishawaka, IN 46545

Fax: (844) 689-0701

College Preparatory Academic Excellence 
Accelerated Learning for High Ability Students  

Expansive Experiential Education  

Private school atmosphere 

in a public charter school 
Renaissance Academy Charter School: a unique PreK – 8th Grade 

Montessori school with research-based, developmentally appropriate, 
collaborative, hands-on, student-focused learning. 

Come learn more  
Renaissance Montessori Nights, 6-7 PM 

For students entering:   
Grades 1-6 - Thursday, January 15 

                         Wednesday, January 21 
   Grades K-3 - Wednesday, January 28 

 

Call to reserve your place. 
Other Dates &  9:30 AM Tuesday tours also available.  

                            

Montessori PreK-8th Grade

Abigail Hayden Interiors & Design

Full Service Residential 
Interior Design Studio in 
Downtown Michigan City!

Call to schedule your design consultation today! 
269-762-2997 

AbigailHaydenInteriorDesign.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:
• Bad Art Night for Adults from 5-7 p.m. Thurs-

day, Jan. 15. Designed as a way to unwind and 
create, the library provides the paint, canvas and 
pompoms. An award goes to the piece voted Worst 
Art. No registration is required.

• Needle Arts Club from 5:30-7 p.m. Thurs-
days. Join fellow artists to stitch needle art. A 
variety of crafts are included. All skill levels and 
ages are welcome, as is the sharing of skills.

• Great Decisions at 11 a.m. Friday, Jan. 16. 
The foreign-policy discussion program returns.  
Participants read the “Great Decisions Briefi ng 
Book,” watch the videos at the library, then dis-
cuss with community members. Call (219) 873-
3049 to register or for more details. 

• Read to a Dog at 10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 19.  
Take a favorite story, or pick one from the library, 
and read to Therapy dog Teddy, a goldendoodle.

• Jackbox Games for Adults at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 20. Take a smartphone or tablet for 
interactive party games. No prior experience is 
needed. Email events@mclib.org or contact Mi-
chelle at (219) 873-3064 or Molly at (219) 873-
3042 for more details.

• Tinkercad 3-D Modeling from 4-5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 21, in the Makerspace.  Reg-
istration is required for the program that involves 
Tinkercad, a free online collection of software 
tools. This session, for children 9-17, serves as 
an introduction to 3-D design, art and printing. 
No experience is necessary. All registered par-
ticipants receive a 3-D print of his/her creations. 
Register at the Youth Services desk or call (219) 
873-3045 for more info. Space is limited. MCPL 
3-D printing rules apply, and the printing fee is 
waived for this program.

• Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4 
p.m. Tuesdays (except Jan. 13). Harris can of-
fer tips and advice on how to research a family 
tree or fi nd genealogical records.

Michigan City Public Library
“• Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from 

3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays. Create with LEGO WeDo, 
Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozobots and 3-D pens. 
Children 12 and younger must have a parent or 
guardian attend with them.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• January scavenger hunt. Find all the hidden 
Sesame Street characters and win a prize.

• Winter Reading Challenge for Adults through 
Feb. 28. Pick up a Winter Reading bookmark at 
the reference desk. Fill in a circle for every 20 min-
utes of reading or listening to a book. Once fi lling 
all the circles, return the bookmark to the refer-
ence desk to pick a prize and receive an entry in 
a drawing. One reader may receive a $50 Barnes 
& Noble gift card. The limit is fi ve entries per per-
son. The last day to enter is Saturday, Feb. 28.

• Art Exhibition Wall. Michigan City-based art-
ist Laura Kittle, who works in abstract and im-
pressionistic realism, runs through Jan. 16. Her 
art draws inspiration from nature and Lake 
Michigan. Kittle has a bachelor of art degree in 
fi ne arts, and she received a Merit Award at the 
2025 Chesterton Women’s Club Annual Art Show. 
Then, Tim Lace’s solo exhibit runs Jan. 19-March 
6. Lace ventured to New Orleans, capturing men 
and women who bead the suits in which they pa-
rade twice each year: Mardi Gras Day and Super 
Sunday. The brightly colored suits of beads and 
feathers celebrate the connections between Afri-
can and Native American tradition. 

• Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
helpers needed. The requested amount of time 
is one day a week during tax season (February-
April). The IRS provides some training, and vol-
unteers must pass the VITA test through the in-
termediate level. Testing and training are online. 
Call (219) 873-3049 for more details.

• Learning Center volunteers needed for chil-
dren and adults. Areas include reading, math, 
high school equivalency and English as a Second 
Language. All supplies and training are provided. 
Volunteers are needed two hours a week. Contact 
Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or stop by 
the Learning Center for more details.

• Used Christmas card collection. Youth Ser-
vices will accept used holiday or Christmas cards 
for future projects.

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 
E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

mailto:events@mclib.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.mclib.org
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You buy into “Song Sung Blue” because you adore 
the characters. Movies love to make you root for 
underdogs, even real-life ones, as is the case here. 
Rare, though, is such a movie where the characters 
look and feel and sound like people you’d pass by on 
the street.

The new fi lm by Craig Brewer (“Hustle & Flow”) 
is loosely lifted from a 2008 documentary about the 
Milwaukee-based Neil Diamond tribute band Light-
ning & Thunder, which made a splash largely in the 
1990s. The trailers spoiled some of the heartache, 
which stinks, but at the same time, Hugh Jackman 
and Kate Hudson, and especially the young actors 
cast as their children, create something rare: good 
people who fl irt with greatness because they’ve 
earned it.

Jackman and Hudson star as Mike and Claire, 
and we meet them as “tribute” performers booked 
at the Wisconsin State Fair. She’s recreating Patsy 
Cline, he’s a Don Ho impersonator toying with do-
ing his own thing. It is Claire who inspires him, that 
they become a Neil Diamond tribute duo. 

“Song Sung Blue” treats us to a steady string of 
Diamond classics, and if anyone could belt them out 
with the same instant appeal, it’s Jackman. The 
“Greatest Showman” star is in his comfort zone. A 
showman at heart, he gives the musical numbers 

their zip because he knows how to rule a stage.
Hudson, though, affords “Song Sung Blue” its 

light. We all know a Claire. A woman of measurable 
talent life somehow passed by, but Hudson never 
plays her as a martyr. Claire rolls with the punches 
and seizes an opportunity. She has real chemistry 
with Jackman because she never appears intimi-
dated by him. She stands her ground, and he fol-
lows suit.

Mike and Claire eventually marry, and it’s here 
that Brewer, as writer and director, introduces its 
most welcome twist. Movies typically portray blend-
ed families as sabotaged by confl ict. But Mike’s and 
Claire’s children from previous marriages, they’re 
all seeking connections with other people. A sense 
of belonging. The kids fi nd instant bonds with each 
other, the standout being Ella Anderson as Rachel, 
Claire’s daughter. The former Nickelodeon child ac-
tress is a revelation: a fi erce intelligence and matu-

Jackman and Hudson Win You Over in “Song Sung Blue”
by Andrew Tallackson

inTheatres

Kate Hudson and Hugh Jackman are the defi nition of star power in “Song Sung Blue.”

★ ★ ★
“Song Sung Blue”

Running time: 132 minutes. In theaters. Rated PG-13

 for thematic material, some strong language, some sexual 

material and brief drug use.

1/2
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rity that often make her the 
glue of the family.

As the trailers revealed, 
a freak accident affects 
Claire’s life, and to Brewer’s 
credit, he does not gloss over 
the diffi cult journey from 
there. He pauses the crowd-
pleasing antics and allows 
Claire to be angry, resent-
ful and despondent. As she’s 
able to pick up the pieces, 
Hudson’s good humor and 
resilience become  the heart 
of the second act. And the in-
troduction of the employees 
at a local Thai restaurant 
ditches cheap comedy and 
stereotypes to become one 
of the fi lm’s most agreeable 
surprises.

The last act feels long…
ish. Even if you are unfamil-
iar with the couple’s story, as 
I was, Brewer has introduced enough hints where 
you suspect how the movie will end…and it ends 
as you suspected it would. But Brewer does some-
thing interesting. He allows Hudson to carry the 
fi lm. Remind us that life is about moving forward, 

Ella Anderson is wonderful as Claire’s smart and savvy daughter.

while pausing to celebrate how strange twists not 
only brought people together, but for a brief period, 
created something special.

Like the movie itself.
Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
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Timothée Chalamet is a sight to behold in “Marty 
Supreme.” As the fi lm’s ping-pong whiz, the actor 
rarely takes a breather. His Marty Mauser is claw-
ing his way through life. His mind, and mouth, are 
on perpetual fast forward. Always working a room, 
selling himself as the real deal.

I’m always in awe of actors who maintain that 
fever pitch. Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool, or Leon-
ardo DiCaprio in “The Wolf of Wall Street” come to 
mind. The exhaustive energy required to pull off the 
performance.

Writer-director Josh Safdie approaches his fi lm 
like it’s Marty, himself, behind the camera, which 
gets to my love-hate relationship with “Marty Su-
preme.” Like the title character, the movie is so re-
lentlessly hectic, you just want it to calm the heck 
down. We get it. The movie wants us to experience 
Marty by behaving in the same overly caffeinated 
manner, but it wears you down.

That Safdie is the driving force explains a lot. He 
and his brother, Benny, were responsible for 2019’s 
“Uncut Gems” with Adam Sandler, a movie simi-
lar in tone and so unpleasant, I gave up on it after 
about 50 minutes. 

The difference here is Chalamet. You’re fascinat-
ed by him. 

Set in 1952, Marty is a young, Jewish, New York 

City shoe salesman who is stellar at table tennis. 
His goal: win the British Open, which he nearly 
does…before a defeat to stone-faced Japanese play-
er Koto Endo (Koto Kawaguchi). Next game plan: 
raise the money to face Endo again.

That’s the bare bones of the story.
Safdie is more interested in what makes Marty 

tick. Chalamet plays him like a car salesman with 
severely undiagnosed ADHD. He’s always sell-
ing himself. Anyone who gets in his way, he plows 
through them with talk. The once-famous actress 
(Gwyneth Paltrow)? Quick sex, then pleas for mon-
ey. His nag of a mother (Fran Drescher)? Swiftly 
dismissed with profane insults. His pal Wally (Tyler 
Okonma), who helps him cheat others out of money? 
Fine with it all, until Wally asks for more of his cut 
from the profi ts. And his secret, married girlfriend, 
Rachel (Odessa A’zion)? Quick sex.

You get the point. Marty is a jerk. A user who culls 
what he needs out of people, then discards them. 

★ ★ ★
“Marty Supreme”

Running time: 150 minutes. In theaters. Rated R for language 

throughout, sexual content, some violent content/bloody images 

and nudity.

“Marty Supreme” is Annoyingly Hectic, But Satisfying by the End
by Andrew Tallackson

inTheatres

The Oscar race is Timothée Chalamet’s to lose in “Marty Supreme.”
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And like characters in other Safdie fi lms, Marty is 
a bit self-hating. When he dismisses an opponent 
with a shocking Auschwitz joke, he argues he’s al-
lowed to make the quip because he’s Jewish. But 
we can see in Chalamet that Marty savors the joke. 
Paltrow’s blond movie star lover, too, is preferable 
in the sack to his too-Jewish married girlfriend. 

To Safdie’s credit, when he stages the movie’s 
ping-pong matches, you feel them. The ferocious 
athleticism of the sport, particularly from Chal-
amet, who huffs, moans and growls through them. 
Safdie’s camera circles the action, pulling us deeper 
into the ebb and fl ow of the players.

Marty, though, is so consuming, we need a break 
from him…and Chalamet is in every single scene. 
He’s a lot. When the fi lm meanders through un-
necessary detours, you feel disinclined to join him. 
How, for instance, he loses an underworld criminal’s 
dog, then tries to recover it, adds a needless chunk 
of scenes into the movie’s 2 ½ hour run time. 

That leaves A’zion. The actress is the movie’s 
beating heart. When Rachel becomes pregnant, she 
wants Marty in her life. The two form a brief con-
spiratorial bond in carrying out his plans, but by 
the fi lm’s end, A’zion beautifully delivers the reality 
check Marty requires. 

Because of that, we are moved by “Marty Su-
preme.” You cannot deny the fi lm that reward. 
Chalamet’s face delivers, particularly in that fi nal 

Odessa A’zion is the movie’s heart and soul.

scene. A moment of clarity and purpose…and likely 
the scene that seals the deal for Chalamet’s fi rst Os-
car win.

And the movie itself? Take two Tylenol afterward 
for the resulting headache.

Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com

FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 7pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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by Andrew Tallackson

This column initially began by lamenting how 
movies these days trail behind streaming’s often su-
perior quality and convenience.

Then came a lingering air of deja vu. Was I re-
peating myself? A quick inspection of past “Best Of” 
columns proved that, indeed, they’d all offered some 
variation on similar sentiments.

What more can you say? With each passing year, 
home viewing is trumping cinema. Look no further 
than the fi nal season of “Stranger Things.” When 
each new chunk of episodes crashes Netfl ix, count-
less millions trying to access the streaming giant, 
well, there you go.

This past year delivered some of the most en-
grossing television I’ve seen…period. So, let’s not 
dilly-dally. My picks for the best TV shows of 2025 
are:

1. “Andor” (Disney+)
In charting the Galactic Empire’s escalating pow-

er, before Luke Skywalker and company succinctly 
demolished it, Season 2 of “Andor” transcended the 
“Star Wars” label to create event TV. The year’s 
most political series that hit too close to home, offer-
ing a rallying cry for a free, open society. The show 
existed on two levels, the fi rst being to usher Rebel 
spy Cassian Andor (Diego Luna) into the realm of 
“Rogue One” (2016), the prequel to “Star Wars Epi-
sode 4: A New Hope.” The second dug deeper, reveal-
ing how a fascist regime achieves control through 
lies and fear. Hushed scenes of freedom fi ghters 
meeting in secret recalled French resistance fi ght-
ers of World War II. The devastating eighth epi-
sode depicted a mass rally as brief unity followed 
by crushing violence. The ninth episode, featuring 
shoulda-been-Emmy-nominated Genevieve O’Reilly 
as an Imperial senator, calls misinformation the 
death of democracy. Nominated for 22 Emmys and 
winning fi ve, including a writing nod for O’Reilly’s 
one-for-the-ages speech, “Andor” held up a mirror to 
society, and what we saw left us rattled. A triumph 
on every level.

2. “The Pitt” (HBO Max)
Who knew we missed Noah Wylie back in a hos-

pital? A spiritual cousin to “ER,” many of its crew 
involved here, “The Pitt” took the approach as “24”: 
Chart hour by hour (episode by episode) one exhaus-
tive shift at a Pittsburgh trauma medical center. 
Praised by the medical community for its realism 
and accuracy, the show populated its pressure-cook-
er scenario with engaging characters you care about 

deeply. You feel like you’re watching real people em-
brace courage and failure. Wylie, as the attending 
physician, was in total command, winning his fi rst 
Emmy, along with a richly deserved trophy for Kath-
erine LaNasa as a charge nurse grounded in expe-
rience, humanity and detached humor. The young 
cast matched the older pros with compelling story 
arcs, especially Bryan Cranston’s daughter (Taylor 
Dearden), a second-year resident likely on the au-
tism spectrum. This is TV at its most addictive.

3. “Pluribus” (Apple TV+)
Vince Gilligan, the genius behind “Breaking Bad” 

and “Better Call Saul,” single-handedly reinvented 
the alien apocalypse tale. Destined for Emmy glory, 
Rhea Seahorn (“Better Call Saul”) creates a human 
tsunami. Her Carol, a pulp novelist with serious 
anger issues, is left untouched after an alien virus 

takes over much of the planet’s population. Here’s 
the twist: The alien race is a peaceful, agreeable lot. 
Smiles aplenty, eager to please. A stark contrast to 
Seahorn’s toxic bile. The series fi nds dark humor 
in its premise: the alien race uses drones to fulfi ll 
Carol’s request, all to distance themselves from her 
negativity, but it also dissects Carol’s rage. The show 
is a reminder that not every individual is an island 
— the episode in which Carol pleads to the aliens to 
return made me cry — that interaction with others 
is essential to our survival and humanity.

4. “Paradise” (Hulu)
Sterling K. Brown reunited with his “This Is Us” 

team to achieve a most welcome surprise. A series 
whose Episode 1 twist made for the year’s best 
“gotcha.” Just how and why the characters live in 
the same sunny community is revealed episode by 

episode, with a conspiracy afoot after the president 
(James Marsden) is assassinated. Brown can carry a 
show like it’s nobody’s business — he can still cry on 
cue, as “This Is Us” fans know — but he’s surround-
ed by a killer cast, including the great Julianne 
Nicholson (the “Mare of Easttown” Emmy winner) 
as a woman with noble intentions, but a cold-as-ice 
heart. The seventh episode, which breaks down the 
“why” and how” of this community, fries your nerves 
on an emotional scale rarely seen on TV.

5. “Death by Lightning” (Netfl ix)
History retold with the same bingeable air of any 

modern-day drama. It charts the meteoric rise of 
James Garfi eld (Michael Shannon) to presidency, 
only to be shot three months into the job by Charles 
Guiteau (Matthew Macfadyen), an admirer living 
in a deluded fantasy world. The A-list ensemble 
— Bradley Whitford, Nick Offerman, Betty Gilpin, 
Shea Whigham — delivers a profane blast of enter-
tainment. Macfadyen, in particular, is astonishing 
as a man who truly believes the lies he’s spun. By 
the end of the four-episode limited series, the sad 
truth is that Garfi eld might have lived had racism 
not prevented a black physician from treating him. 
Powerful stuff.

6. “Adolescence” (Netfl ix)
As a crime thriller, this four-part British phe-

nomenon is a briskly paced adrenaline rush, each 
episode staged in one take, with no editing. For 
any parent, it is a soul-bruising descent into an 
unending nightmare. Stephen Graham, who won 
an Emmy, and Christine Tremarco star as parents 
whose 13-year-old son is arrested for allegedly kill-
ing a classmate. He’s played by Emmy-winner Owen 
Cooper in a career-making performance. The actor 
keeps you guessing, with a temper that can fl are 
up in seconds. I don’t know if you walk away from 
“Adolescence” saying you “liked” it, but the admira-
tion for it is undeniable.

7. “Mobland” (Paramount+).
Guy Ritchie loves seedy lowlifes (last year’s “The 

Gentleman” on Netfl ix is a prime example), but with 
“Mobland,” he hit hard. In a towering performance, 
Tom Hardy plays the “fi xer” for an Irish mob family 
in London. Helen Mirren, as the family matriarch, 
must have modeled her performance after tigers 
that eat their young: unmercifully ruthless, like the 
show itself. Hardy offers a fascinating example of 
balancing two worlds: his family and his work “fam-
ily,” which could turn on him on a dime.

A Look Back: The Best TV Shows of 2025

The defi ning moment of “Andor” Season 2: Sen. Mon Mothma (Genevieve O’Reilly) makes a passionate plea for truth and transparency in government.

Continued on Page 18
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8. “Severance” (Apple TV+)
Bigger and better…and for all the right reasons. 

Season 2 of the dark, wacko, corporate-culture sat-
ire feels richer, the characters fuller as they try to 
recover the humanity lost by working at the same 
company. Ben Stiller, directing many episodes, took 
the show into cinematic realms. Britt Lower has the 
trickiest balancing act, shifting between two dif-
ferent personas, but it was Emmy winner Tramell 
Tillman who owned this season. As the company’s 
villainous deputy manager, he was confi ned last 
season to broad humor. Now, he does an about-face 
and gains your empathy. As a black man in a largely 
white environment, he’s played by all the rules, but 
fi nds himself questioning the company’s integrity. 
How the show deals with corporate racism is a mas-
ter class in crushing truths, with Tillman delivering 
the season’s most showstopping defense of himself 
to an unreasonable superior.

9. “The Lowdown” (F/X)
Ethan Hawke delivers a career high, a perfor-

mance of boundless energy. He plays a low-rent 
journalist investigating murder and dark secrets 
within a corrupt Oklahoma family. Sterlin Harjo, 
mastermind behind the terrifi c “Reservation Dogs,” 
blends comedy (Hawke is always wheeling and deal-
ing) with family politics and pointed observations of 
how white society treats indigenous people. Harjo 
assembled a stellar cast that included Kyle Ma-
cLachlan, Jeanne Tripplehorn, Tim Blake Nelson, 
Michael Hitchcock and especially veteran character 
actor Keith David as a private investigator with a 
salty tongue and a sharp eye for truth.

10. “Task” (HBO)
Brad Ingelsby, the immense talent behind HBO’s 

“Mare of Easttown,” went dark — really dark — 
in this tale of a ragtag group investigating crimes 
linked to motorcycle gangs. Both sides of the equa-
tion get equal play, from an Emmy-worthy Mark 
Ruffalo as the task force leader to Tom Pelphrey as 

Continued From Page 17

a city garbage collector out to undo one particular 
gang. The specifi cs of the investigation are the least 
intriguing. It is the dynamic between the characters 
that gives the show its weight. Ruffalo’s character is 
grieving from family loss, his trauma equally com-
pelling. In fact, it becomes the heart of the show, 
particularly the powerful fi nal episode when “Task” 
ultimately is about healing through forgiveness.

Honorable Mentions
• “The Bear” (FX) — The fourth season of the 

monster hit regained its footing after a murky 
third season. The heart, soul, laughs and anguish 
were back.

• “The Diplomat” (Netfl ix) — No slowing down 
for streaming’s sharpest political dramedy, with 
the entire cast barreling through another breath-
less maze of intrigue and surprises.

• “It: Welcome to Derry” — This prequel series 
to the Stephen King “It” universe grew on me, 
using the civil rights movement as Pennywise’s 
feeding ground. The fi nal episode was the year’s 
best and most emotional close to any debut effort.

• “Mayor of Kingstown” (Paramount+) — Jer-
emy Renner’s hit drama, set in a Michigan prison 
town, easily delivered its best season. 

• “Murderbot” (Apple TV+) — An eccentric com-
edy about a robot tolerating his incompetent hu-
man crew found its comedic voice midway through, 
arriving at an unexpectedly moving close.

• “Poker Face” (Peacock) — Rian Johnson’s clev-
er twist on 1970s detective shows surpassed its 
debut season with bigger laughs and even bigger 
stars. A shame, though, that Peacock canceled it.

• “The Residence” (Netfl ix) — A Shonda Rhimes 
ensemble piece…but this time aiming for laughs. 
A clever twist on an Agatha Christie whodunnit, 
with enough eccentric laughs to fi ll 10 shows.

• “Stranger Things” (Netfl ix) — Flawed, yes — 
the point of Linda Hamilton’s role? — but ulti-
mately a moving and satisfying close to the wildly 
entertaining ode to ’80s horror and science-fi ction.

• “The Studio” (Apple TV+) — Surprisingly 
sharp Hollywood satire from Seth Rogan and 
company, specifi cally the grasping-at-straws na-
ture of trying to produce a mainstream Holly-
wood hit.

• “Your Friends and Neighbors” (Apple TV+) 
— Jon Hamm is back in top form in this dark sat-
ire of a fi red executive who takes to stealing from 
his wealthy neighbors to stay afl oat.

Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com

Coming Soon
My picks for the best fi lms of 2025 will appear 

in the Jan. 29 edition.

Mention “Beacher” and we will include a side 
of your choice & fountain drink on us.
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It's time to lead the life you were meant to live!
219-878-0322                 www.jeanneanncannon.com
                                 jeanneanncannon@comcast.net

   Schoolhouse Shop & Dune Clothiers
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Final Holiday Sale!

Closed Tuesdays

Lubeznik Arts Festival Applications
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., 

is accepting artist applications through April 2 for 
the 44th annual Lubeznik Arts Festival.

Artists can apply at https://shorturl.at/kTbbn, 
and a link to the application also is at www.
LubeznikCenter.org/Events.

Media categories include:
• Two-dimensional art: painting, drawing, print-

making, pastels and mixed media.
• Fine craft: functional, clay/ceramics, glass, wood, 

metal, fi ber, textile and paper.
• Jewelry.
• Photography: traditional and digital techniques.
• Sculptural objects: non-functional and all media.
• Wearable art: wearable and accessories.

The festival, which includes $3,000 in artist 
awards, is from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
Aug. 15-16, at the LCA. Festivalgoers explore fi ne 
arts and crafts from more than 80 artists from 
across the nation, along with indoor exhibits, fam-
ily art making, live demos, beer and wine and local 
food vendors.

Last year’s festival attracted more than 2,700 
visitors.

Contact LCA Marketing Manager Jessie Sexton 
at jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org or (219) 874-4900 
for more details.

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.jeanneanncannon.com
mailto:jeanneanncannon@comcast.net
https://shorturl.at/kTbbn
http://www.LubeznikCenter.org/Events
http://www.LubeznikCenter.org/Events
mailto:jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org
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Curtis Flooring
(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile

Former Long Beach resident Sara Trippel Funck, 
90, died peacefully and surrounded by loved ones on 
Jan. 3, 2026. 

She was born in Mishawaka on March 24, 1935, 
to Helen (Dillon) and Victor Trippel, who preceded 

her in death. She is survived by 
her sister, Barbara Trippel McCar-
thy O’Keefe, Chicago; her children, 
Mary Meg, Brigid, Colleen, Tom, 
Maureen, Patrick, Sara, Sean and 
their families; the children of her 
late brother, Jim: Ron, Chuck, Ter-
ry, Patrick, Michael, Kathleen and 
their families; the children of her 
late sister, Betty: Dick, Jone, John, 
Tom, Mitzi, Tim and their families. 

She was preceded in death by her husbands, Rich 
Rogne and George Funck; her brother, Jim Trippel, 
Mishawaka, her sister, Betty Satran, Wisconsin, 
and two of Betty’s children, Danny and Jane.

Sara was a proud alumna of St. Mary’s College, 
Notre Dame, Ind., and completed graduate studies 
at Indiana University Bloomington. She cheered on 
The University of Notre Dame football team with 
great interest and knowledge. She was devoted to 
her parents and siblings, and was the most favorite, 
most generous and most beloved aunt to her many 

nieces and nephews. She was affectionately known 
to all friends and family as “Aunt Sara.”

She committed her life work to teaching at the 
primary levels for 44 years, including more than 
35 years in Los Angeles, with several years teach-
ing in Mishawaka, Germany and England. After 
she retired from the Los Angeles Unifi ed School 
District, she continued her love of educating young 
students by teaching in several religious-education 
programs in California and Indiana. For almost 40 
years, she lived in the Los Angeles area and hosted 
many family and friends to a grand tour of sunny 
southern California. She then moved to Long Beach 
to be closer to family and friends, where she lived 
until 2021, when she moved to St. Joseph Village in 
Chicago. It should be noted, she loved Friday night 
perch dinners at Swingbelly’s. 

Faith was of utmost importance to Sara in ev-
erything she did in her life. She was a faithful and 
devoted Catholic, attending daily Mass, saying the 
Rosary before she started her day and offering her 
services to clean the churches. She took care of many 
Holy Cross religious sisters in Michigan City, and 
always loved a good chat with her parish priests. 

Sara loved her gentle, loving, generous, thought-
ful caregivers, especially Evelyn, Linda, Emma and 
Tess. Sara’s family is so grateful for the beautiful 
care throughout her time at St. Joseph Village. 

The Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 31, at The Chapel at St. 
Joseph Village, 4021 W. Belmont Ave, Chicago. In 
lieu of fl owers, consider making a donation in Sara’s 
memory to National Immigrant Justice Center on-
line at  www.immigrantjustice.org/donate or mailed 
to NIJC Attn: Carrie Schwarz, 111 W. Jackson 
Blvd., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60604, or to St. Mary’s 
College at http://saintmarys.edu/donate or mailed 
to St. Mary’s College, Development Offi ce, 110 Le-
Mans Hall, Notre Dame, IN 46556-5001.

In Memoriam

Credit Union College Scholarships 
Members Advantage Credit Union is accepting  

applications through March 6 for its annual Leona 
Bruno and Gail Walker scholarships. 

The scholarships are open to high-school seniors 
and students in their fi rst or second year of college 
who are part of the MACU family. 

The $1,000 Leona Bruno Scholarship, established 
in 1994 to honor MACU’s fi rst manager, goes to a 
graduating high-school senior who demonstrates 
academic achievement. 

The $1,000 Gail Walker Scholarship, created in 
2010 in memory of the MACU board member, goes 
to high-school seniors or fi rst- and second-year col-
lege students with strong scholastic performance. 

Visit https://shorturl.at/U8skK or call (219) 874-
6943 for more details.

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.immigrantjustice.org/donate
http://saintmarys.edu/donate
https://shorturl.at/U8skK
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Home sweet home starts here

Beyond

Robyn Graffenius
Mortgage Advisor
269-208-1760

NMLS# 877903

Chesterton Art Center

An example of an Art Builds Community project. 

“Art Builds Community,” the third annual Mar-
tin Luther King Day Celebration, is from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 19, at Chesterton Art Center.

Visitors will participate in word-based art proj-
ects, including a letterpress demonstration and ac-
tivity led by Ida Short of Goshen Printmakers Guild.

Also planned is an all-ages storytelling event at 
1 p.m. Personal stories and poetry readings are es-
pecially welcome. Anyone who would like to reserve 
a spot as a storyteller should email CAC Education 
Director Cara Schmitt at programs@chestertonart.
org beforehand.

The event is free; however, registration is re-
quested at www.chestertonart.org. Visitors also can 
view the “Chesterton Art Center Members Exhibi-
tion.” It features hundreds of works in an array of 
media, including painting, photography, sculpture, 
drawing, glass, wood and ceramics. 

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday, 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday and closed Sunday. Call the 
center at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.
org for more details.

Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.chestertonart
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Fully InsuredFully Insured Jon StefankoJon Stefanko 
Land ClearingLand Clearing OwnerOwner

JON’S TREE SERVICEJON’S TREE SERVICE 
Tree Removal • Topping • TrimmingTree Removal • Topping • Trimming 

Stump Grinding • Complete Clean up Stump Grinding • Complete Clean up

Free EstimatesFree Estimates (219) 872-9472(219) 872-9472

1 Cord Split Wood 1 Cord Split Wood
$300 (delivered)$300 (delivered)

Half Loads Available Half Loads Available
$200 (delivered)$200 (delivered)

$50 an Hour for Stacking$50 an Hour for Stacking
All Hard Wood All Hard Wood

Delivery 7 Days a WeekDelivery 7 Days a Week

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Canterbury Children’s Theatre
Students in grades 3-8 are invited to take lessons 

in live theater performance now under way at Can-
terbury Theatre, 807 Franklin St.

The focus is acting, singing and moving. The Sat-
urday sessions are:

• Jan. 17 — 1:30-4:30 p.m.

• Jan. 24 and 31, and Feb. 7 and 14, from 9 a.m.-
noon.

Ruth Radke and Khyel Roberson are the instruc-
tors. The cost is $200. Call (219) 874-4269 or email 
info@canterburytheatre.org for more details.

New Gallery Wall

“Man’s Best Friends” is the theme of the 2026 Gallery Wall at LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave. The display showcases   
animals in many mediums. A binder is available to learn the stories behind the art. Call (219) 324-6767 for more details.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:info@canterburytheatre.org
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PNW MLK Day Event
Purdue University Northwest will celebrate the 

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s life and legacy from 
7:45-9:30 a.m. Monday, Jan. 19.

The program is in the Great Hall Events and 
Conference Center in the James B. 
Dworkin Student Services and Ac-
tivities Complex, 1401 S. U.S. 421, 
Westville. The program will include 
a performance by the Krueger Mid-
dle School choir, remarks by PNW 
Chancellor Kenneth Holford and 
Michigan City Mayor Angie Nelson 
Deuitch, and a keynote address by 
Kiahna Davis.

A Michigan City native, Davis is 
the CEO of Indianapolis-based Mind Your Business 
Accounting and Business Consulting. She leads tax 
strategy, accounting and fractional chief fi nancial 
offi cer services. She has channeled her skills into 
her community, including serving as inaugural 
president of the African American Legacy Fund of 
Indianapolis. In its fi rst year, she and other mem-
bers raised more than $500,000 for grassroots orga-
nizations. Her civic work also includes leadership 
roles with the National Coalition of 100 Black Wom-
en, Jack and Jill of America and The Links Inc., as 
well as precinct chair for Hamilton County. She is 
the central region director of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority Inc.

The event includes a free buffet breakfast. Visit 
www.pnw.edu/mlk-celebration for more details.

Davis

Harbor Country Hikers
Harbor Country Hikers President Pat Fisher will 

lead an easy hike seeking animal signs at 1 p.m. EST 
Saturday, Jan. 17, at Chris Thompson Memorial Pre-
serve, 7560 Warren Woods Road, Three Oaks, Mich.

The preserve is a mix of abandoned agricultural 
fi eld, fl oodplain forest and frontage on the Galien 
River. Chikaming Open Lands plans to maintain 
the high-quality forest along the river, allow the for-
est to extend into the fi eld through a process called 
succession, and improve the mesic prairie: a histori-
cally common, but now rare ecosystem.

HCH has an all-terrain rollator that can be re-
served on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis by fi lling 
out the brief form at https://harborcountryhikers.
org/rollator. Membership is preferred; however, the 
public is welcome. Dress for the weather, wear a hat 
and sturdy shoes or boots, and take pest controls 
and water. Visit www.harborcountryhikers.org or 
the group’s Facebook page for more details. 

Also, “fl ash hikes” are planned because of win-
ter’s unpredictability, with a three-day notice given 
beforehand. Check the website and Facebook page 
for updates.

arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Industrial/Commercial

• Fully Insured
Family Owned

Since 1997

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.pnw.edu/mlk-celebration
https://harborcountryhikers
http://www.harborcountryhikers.org
mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“Big Enough To Serve You…
Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted. 

The Legacy Center Gallery
Watercolor and colored-pencil drawings by local 

artist Kristy Kutch are on display through March 
31 at The Legacy Center Gallery at Queen of All 
Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave.

The Michigan City native has taught art classes 
around the world. Having worked in colored pencil 
since 1986, she enjoys portraying fl owers, fruit, the 
Indiana Dunes and its Lake Michigan beaches. She 
is the author of Drawing and Painting with Colored 
Pencil and The New Colored Pencil. She also is fea-
tured in four instructional DVDs.

An artist reception follows the 10 a.m. Mass on 
Sunday, Feb. 1. Legacy Center hours are 6 a.m.-8 
p.m. Monday-Thursday, 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday and 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday. Enter through the 
doors off Esther Street.

LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy music, 
dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.

The free program is from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Jan. 13 and 27, and Feb. 3 and 24, at Luhr 
County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte.

A Brush with Madness
The all-ages program is from 5-7 p.m. Wednes-

day, Jan. 14 and Feb. 18, at Luhr County Park, 
Participants follow easy painting directions, with 

all supplies provided. No experience is necessary. 
The cost is $8 per person. Register in advance by 
calling  (219) 325-8315.

Live Owl Program 
Meet several live owls native to LaPorte County 

with Humane Indiana from 5-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
16, at Red Mill County Park.

Hear a story from a LaPorte County Public Li-
brary employee, then take a glow-in-the-dark owl 
night hike using black lights.

Wandering Watercolors
The free program is from 10 a.m.-noon Tuesday, 

Feb. 17, at Luhr County Park.
Take a short walk around the park, then paint a 

nature journal-style watercolor art. All supplies are 
provided. Call (219) 325-8315 to register.

Long Beach Seeks Community Input
The Town of Long Beach seeks input amid up-

dates to its Comprehensive Plan, which sets guide-
lines and standards for community growth and de-
velopment.

The survey is anonymous and takes about 10 
minutes to complete. The town will mail physical 
copies in the coming weeks. The survey also can 
be fi lled out by visiting www.longbeachin.org. Call 
(219) 874-6616 for more details.

Public Art Committee
Michigan City Public Art Committee meets at 10 

a.m. Thursday, Jan. 15, in the City Hall Mayor’s 
Conference Room, 100 E. Fourth St.

The  Beache r  Week ly  Newspape r
Your Community Connection!

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.longbeachin.org
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The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobile:
• Northwest Health LaPorte Hospital, 1331 State 

St., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 17.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

New Buffalo Township Library
• Adult Literacy Class. Times are 5:30-6:45 p.m. 

Thursdays, Jan. 15-29. 
Weekly programs
• Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays and 4 p.m. Thurs-

days.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Pajama Story Time at 6 p.m. Tuesdays.
• Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

while supplies last.
• Teen Maker Space from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.
• Chess Club from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.
• Spanish Story Time at 10 a.m. Fridays.
• Essentrics Exercise for Seniors (gentle) at 10 a.m. 

Fridays. The intermediate program is at 11 a.m.
• Lego Club from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Fridays and 9 

a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturdays.
All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-

brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Visit www.
newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or call (269) 469-
2933 for more details.

Pioneer Land Spinners
The Pioneer Land Spinners will spin yarn from 

natural fi bers, like pioneers did, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 17, at LaPorte County Historical So-
ciety Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave.

The group only meets at the museum twice a 
year, the next date set for Feb. 14. Call (219) 324-
6767 for more details.

Menards Food Drive
Menards, 5260 Franklin St., is serving as a drop 

site for a local food pantry through March 31.  
The home-improvement store sells non-perish-

able food items that can be donated, from cereal 
boxes to soup cans. A large collection box is near the 
exit doors to place donations.

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

DINE IN • CARRY OUT

DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
 Computerized Alignments
 Air Conditioning Repairs
 Mechanical Repairs

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

Check 
Out Our 

Daily 
Specials!

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.furniturewerks.com
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In the Area 
Jan. 14 — A Brush with Madness, 5-7 p.m., Luhr 

County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 West, La-
Porte. Cost: $8. Registration: (219) 325-8315.

Jan. 15 — Bad Art Night for Adults, 5-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Jan. 16 — Great Decisions, 11 a.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049.

Jan. 16 — Live Owl Program, 5-8 p.m., Red Mill 
County Park, 0185 S. Holmesville Road, LaPorte. 
Info: (219) 325-8315, www.laportecountyparks.org

Jan. 17 — The Pioneer Land Spinners, 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 
2405 Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

Jan. 19 — MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY.
Jan. 19 — Martin Luther King Jr. celebration, 

7:45-9:30 a.m., Purdue University Northwest Great 
Hall Events and Conference Center/James B. 
Dworkin Student Services and Activities Complex, 
1401 S. U.S. 421, Westville. Info: www.pnw.edu/
mlk-celebration

Jan. 19 — Read to a Dog, 10 a.m., Michigan City 
Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-
3049.

Jan. 19 — Choose Your Own Storytime, 4-4:30 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org 

Jan. 19-March 6 — Tim Lace solo exhibit, Art 
Exhibition Wall, Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Jan. 20 — Virtual Author Talk with Julia Hotz, 
1-2 p.m., through LaPorte County Public Library. 
Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 20 — Unplugged Family Game Night, 5:15-
6:45 p.m., Coolspring Branch Library, 6925 W. Coun-
ty Road 400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 20 — Jackbox Games for Adults, 5:30 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Jan. 21 — The Taste of TikTok, 4-5 p.m., LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Jan. 21 — Tinkercad 3-D Modeling, 4-5 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Registration: (219) 873-3045. 

Jan. 21 — Chapter Chats Book Club, 6-7 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org 

Through March 31 — Watercolor/colored-pencil 
drawings by local artist Kristy Kutch, Queen of All 
Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Hours: 
6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 
a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com 

Through Jan. 16 — Art Exhibition Wall 
(Michigan City-based artist Laura Kittle), Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049. 

Through Feb. 15 — “LIT! Site-Specifi c Instal-
lations by Maria Burundarena and Luftwerk,”  Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Info: 
(219) 874-4900, jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org 

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in Michigan City — Adult Children 
of Alcoholic and Family Dysfunction (ACA), 6 p.m., 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 600 Franklin St. Info: 
(219) 801-1296.

First Monday of the Month (February, 
April, June, August, October, December) — 
Cancer Support Group, 5-6 p.m., Franciscan Health 
Woodland Cancer Center Community Room, 8955 
W. County Road 400 North, Michigan City. Info/
registration: (219) 861-5820.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance 
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 
W. McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 
p.m. Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays (except Jan. 13) — Genealogy Help 
with Pat Harris, 1-4 p.m., Michigan City Public 
Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17), 
3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), 
4:30 p.m., Simeon Square, 1207 S. Woodland Ave. 
Info: marsha2529@comcast.net

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 1506 Washington St. Doors open: 
4 p.m. Bingo: 6 p.m. $40 entrance fee (includes 
specials except Winner Takes All & Jackpot). 
Jackpot consolation $300 guaranteed. Info: (219) 
336-3099.

Second Tuesday of the Month — Stroke Sup-
port Group for Survivors and Caregivers, 2 p.m., 
Mother Maria Theresia Room, Franciscan Health 
Michigan City, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: Kelly 
Wise at Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meeting for Friends/
Family of Alcoholics, 6 p.m., Trinity Episcopal 

http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.pnw.edu/
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:kd3627@hotmail.com
mailto:jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org
mailto:marsha2529@comcast.net
mailto:Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org
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Church, 600 Franklin Square. Enter at Sixth Street 
Barker Hall side. Info: Candy at (708) 927-5287.

Thursdays — Needle Arts Club, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 a.m. 
Info: Jan at (219) 241-8757, Paula at (219) 588-
3127, www.oa.org

In the Region
Jan. 14 — New Buffalo Service League, 6:30 p.m. 

EST, New Buffalo Yacht Club, 500 W. Water St. Info: 
(209) 409-2191, pam_covert@yahoo.com

Jan. 16 — The Save the Tunes Council, 7:30-9 
p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 
49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Jan. 17 — Harbor Country Hikers, 1 p.m. 
EST, Chris Thompson Memorial Preserve, 7560 
Warren Woods Road, Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.
harborcountryhikers.org

Jan. 17 — Martin Luther King Day Celebration, 
1-2 p.m., The Paul H. Douglas Center for Environ-
mental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller 
Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.
nps.gov/indu

Jan. 17 — Snakes of the Dunes, 2 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 17, Feb. 14, Feb. 28 — Duneland Chamber 
of Commerce Indoor European Market, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indi-
ana 49, Porter. 

Jan. 18 — Winter Bird Walk, 10 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390. 

Through Jan. 22 — Annual members exhibit, 
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Info: www.
chestertonart.org, (219) 926-4711.

Saturday-Sunday through March 28 — Chell-
berg Farm Open House, 1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs 
Road between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Info: (219) 395-
1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Sundays through March 29 — Critter Time, 
1:30-2:30 p.m., The Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s 
Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882, 
www.nps.gov/indu

Wednesday-Sunday — Snowshoeing in Miller 
Woods, 1-3 p.m., The Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s 
Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882, 
www.nps.gov/indu

Wednesday-Sunday —Artist-in-Residence Art 
Display, 9:30 a.m., The Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s 
Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882, 
www.nps.gov/indu 

Through Feb. 9 — “A Bear’s Natural Habitat: 
The Return of Fozzie’s Studebaker,” The Studebak-
er National Museum, 201 Chapin St., South Bend. 

Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 
p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/seniors 60 
& older, $7/youth ages 6-18.  Info: (888) 391-5600, 
www.studebakermuseum.org

Through April 26 — “From a Bailly Point 
of View,” Porter County Museum (PoCo Muse), 
20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso. Museum hours: 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tue.-Sun. Free admission. Info: www.
pocomuse.org, @pocomuse on social media.

Through May 25 — “Reel Rides: Cars of TV & 
Film,” Studebaker National Museum, 201 Chapin 
St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults, 
$9.50/seniors 60 & older, $7/youth ages 6-18.  Info: 
(888) 391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org 

Through May 31 — “Rockne: Life & Legacy,” 
South Bend’s The History Museum, 808 W. Wash-
ington St. Info: www.historymuseumSB.org, (574) 
235-9664.

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Sundays — Free sewing classes, 5-7 p.m. EDT, 
Friends of New Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 
13372 California Road.

We Need Your Help!
During heavy snowfall, shovel as much snow away from 
your paper tube as possible so we can deliver each week’s  

edition. Previous editions are available at our office,  
911 Franklin St., if we are unable to deliver them to you.

Upcoming Events Deadline
Thursdays at 9 a.m.

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.oa.org
mailto:pam_covert@yahoo.com
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.harborcountryhikers.org
http://www.harborcountryhikers.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.pocomuse.org
http://www.pocomuse.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
mailto:friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Looking for a woman in her 60s to share rent with as a roommate. 

No men. Contact Judy at (219) 221-1242.
PERSONAL SERVICES

CHAFFEUR
Airport shuttles, local/long distance, events, snowbird drop-offs. Licensed, 

insured. Call Sean: (219) 872-9603.
Seasoned firewood. Call (219) 229-1958

$120 per face cord — 1/3 cord. Smaller amounts available. 
Delivery and stacking priced accordingly.

BUSINESS SERVICES
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

Lost a club? Broke a club? Hate a club? Ashamed of your bag in golf-
weather sunlight? PO’d about inflation prices and big box stores? Time 

to call Lefty at (219) 873-0858 for a solution appointment! Politicians talk 
about it, Lefty solves it! Pogo says, “We buy low and sell reasonable.” 

Olive says, “If we don’t have it, you don’t need it.” Yogi says, “If you come 
to a fork in the road, take it to Lefty’s Pro Shop.” Call (219) 873-0858 for a 

consultation. Don’t let the tumbleweeds tangle yo dreams. Namaste, L.
The Beacher has free wooden pallets available. 

Pallets are 23x35 and larger. Call (219) 879-0088 to schedule pickup time.
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

Comfort Keepers
Providing Comforting Solutions for In-Home Care

Homemaking, Personal & Companion Care from 3 to 24 hours of care 
per day. Comfort Keepers is fully insured. Our compassionate caregivers 
undergo Lifetime Background Screening, are fully trained and supervised. 
Complimentary in-home consultations offered. Call us at (219) 362-9800

 www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
30 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 
references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 612-7690.

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning. Check out my 

5-star ratings online!
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
AOP Cleaning & Maintenance LLC

Still growing and happy to take new customers to assist with serving 
your needs. Cleaning, laundry, organization, maintenance, move-outs, 
construction cleans & more. Ask what we offer! We are striving to build 
a company that is servicing our community, with local businesses and 

residential homes! (219) 617-8937 • aopenterprises1@gmail.com • 
#SupportYourLocalBusinesses

PK PRECISE CLEANING LLC: Your Space, My Masterpiece
Holiday discounts. Residential, airbnb, construction cleans, deep cleans. 

References upon request. Call Pamela @ (219) 393-0959.
HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(773) 414-4086 • (219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 

Rehab • New Construction • EV Amp Service Install
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Painting: Interior/exterior • And Much More • Free estimates. 20+ years 

exp. Recommendations available. Insured. 
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666.

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 28-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840
STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 

vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 
Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 51 yrs. experience.

  terrystandring@hotmail.com
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING
31 years experience. Sale on interior labor until March: 35 cents one 

coat labor, 50 cents two coat labor. Fully insured. Interior/exterior paint-
ing and staining. Drywall repair. Power washing decks, siding and more. 
Additional 5% off on labor for seniors. All materials at contractor pricing. 

Happy holidays from Wayne’s Painting. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering & 
Stone • Eifs • Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/

bonded. Call (219) 229-2352. 
JOSEPH K PAINTING LLC

Interior • Exterior - Commercial • Residential
Drywall Repairs & Pressure Washing

Free estimates • Insured
Serving Michigan City…and the surrounding areas.

Call (219) 448-0733 and ask for Joseph
or send an email to: josephk@joseph-painting.com

ZABA PAINTING: LOCAL, TRUSTED, PROFESSIONAL!
Serving the lakefront of Indiana and Michigan

High quality results. Expert knowledge. Premium finishes. Free estimates.
Contact Zach Baker: (219) 878-3325, zbaker113@gmail.com

Alpha Power Washing and Painting LLC
Detail-Driven. Reliable. Professional.

Painting Interior, Cabinet Painting, Drywall Repairs,
Staining and Epoxy Garage Floors.

Call Steven for a Free Estimate @ (219) 809-1365
DNS Paint Finishes

Kitchen cabinets, wallpaper hanging, woodwork refinishing.
Free estimates, fully insured. (574) 780-9686 or speter45sen@aol.coms

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.reprographicarts.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:aopenterprises1@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:terrystandring@hotmail.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:josephk@joseph-painting.com
mailto:zbaker113@gmail.com
mailto:speter45sen@aol.coms
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
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LIVE TALK RADIO CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. 
Facebook.com/abeslawncare

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow plowing. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter clean-
ing, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine dethatch-

ing. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-

up, power washing. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MOTA’S LANDSCAPING LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING

Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.
License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.
Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • 

Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 
(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com

Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.
Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.

SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Now accepting clients for the 2026 season.

Mowing Service • Cleanups • Trimming • Mulch • Weeding & Power 
Washing • Gutter Cleaning • Junk Removal. Fully insured.

Free estimates. Call Jose: (219) 369-7522 
or email serranospropertymain219@gmail.com

JOSE LAWN CARE LLC • (219) 861-9225 • alejodedios7@gmail.com
Full service: mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. 

Concrete, pavers, patio. Fully insured.
LLOYD’S TREE SERVICES

Tree removal  • Brush pile removal. Guaranteed work. 35+ years 
experience. Locally owned. Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387

SCOTT’S LAWN SERVICE
Fall/spring cleanup & power washing. Snow removal. Call (219) 229-2893.

100 Acre Farm Lawn Care and Snow Removal LLC
We are a small local business for all your lawn care and snow removal 

needs. We offer cuts, edging, weed eating, landscaping, mulching, power 
washing, fall and spring cleanups, snow removal and salting! No job 

is too small or too big! We are offering a 10% discount for military and 
seniors. Please call or text (269) 586-4303 for questions and estimates. 

Se Habla Espanol!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club

Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Experienced painters wanted. Competitive wages. 
Please call Matt at (312) 927-8489.

FOR SALE
Small commercial smoker oven (Pit Boss Grills), 3 ovens included, 8 
ways to cook, phone-app controlled. $1,900 new, never used, first $1,200 

offer takes it. Will deliver. Call/text (219) 877-4978.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
JACKPOT CONSIGNMENTS & ESTATE SALES 

1919 E. U.S. 12. Liberty Trail entrance
We buy and sell art, jewelry & furniture.

Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Call (312) 953-7306.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

HOME WATCH
Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More

Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com 

LaPorte County Public Library
Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue 

fi nes. Customers only will be charged for items they 
damage, lose or never return.  

The following programs are planned:

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
Jan. 16, at the main library. The storytime in-
cludes rhymes, music and activities.

• Choose Your Own Storytime from 4-4:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 19, at the main library Multi-
purpose Room. Structured around the Every 
Child Ready to Read curriculum, children help 
choose the books read during the program.

• Virtual Author Talk with Julia Hotz from 
1-2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 20. Hotz will discuss 
her work The Connection Cure: The Prescriptive 
Power of Movement, Nature, Art, Service and Be-
longing. Register online. 

• Unplugged Family Game Night from 5:15-
6:45 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 20, at Coolspring 
Branch Library. Explore a variety of classic 
and new board games.

• The Taste of TikTok from 4-5 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 21, at the main library Multipur-
pose Room. Using the Charlie Cart, partici-
pants will make viral TikTok recipes to practice 
basic cooking skills. This month’s featured recipe 
is TikTok Ramen

• Chapter Chats Book Club from 6-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 21, in the main library 
Meeting Room A. The focus is reader favorites.

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com
mailto:serranospropertymain219@gmail.com
mailto:alejodedios7@gmail.com
mailto:jim@infinitymichiana.com
http://www.infinitymichiana.com
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
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Last year fl ew by as quickly as the number of 
newly published books, many noteworthy enough to 
take another look at or read for the fi rst time. Here’s 
some of my favorite books in no particular order.

Conclave by Robert Harris. The Vatican is a 
highly secretive and guarded place, and never more 
so than when a new pope must be elected. In this 
novel, the current pope has died, and everyone is 
scrambling to gather those necessary for an elec-
tion. It’s totally absorbing, showing men of God also 
are the men of men, complete with good and ques-
tionable motives. Fascinating reading.

Atmosphere by Taylor Jenkins Reid. This 
novel follows Joan Goodwin, 
a young woman who has fi -
nally realized her dream of 
becoming an astronaut. Her 
college education, followed 
by acceptance at NASA and 
the rigorous training, are 
only the beginning to the sto-
ry. Conversations with her 
team cover the stars, as well 
as religious and philosophi-
cal discussions. Defi nitely 
one of the best of 2025.

The Widow by John 
Grisham. Who’s zooming 
who? should be this book’s subtitle. Small-town 
lawyer Simon Latch, bored and up to his eyeballs 
in debt, is approached by an 80-year-old widow to 
write her will. Will greed and need take over Si-
mon’s life? Grisham’s mystery involves legal and 
moral issues at play as only he can.

The Doorman by Chris Pavone. He’s the uni-
formed man standing all day at the entrance to an 
old, established apartment building across from 
Central Park in New York City. No one notices him, 
but he notices everyone. What a great character 
study of the wealthy who call 
this place home.

Sisters in the Wind by 
Angeline Boulley. Memo-
rable characters show us the 
heartbreak of fi nding the 
real parents of Native chil-
dren pushed through one fos-
ter home after another by a 
government that has all but 
forgotten them. By turns 
sad and hopeful, the novel 
is packed with emotion from 
start to fi nish, and the third 
bestseller by Boulley, who is 
Ojibwe and lives in New Buffalo.

The Proving Ground by Michael Connelly. 
Artifi cial Intelligence tells a teen his girlfriend 
“has to go.” So, he shoots her at school. Time for 
the Lincoln Lawyer to take the case against the 

company that made “Clair.” 
The parents of the boy and 
girl have come together for 
strictly moral purposes, but 
a lot of money is on the table 
as incentive to make the case 
go away. Morals or money — 
who will win?

Rebellion 1776 by Lau-
rie Halse Anderson. We 
know the talking points of 
the American Revolution, 
but how about the personal 
stories of people living in 
the middle of it all? What 
was life like in the 1770s? Both the patriotism and 
humanism of the time are written with “you are 
there” feeling. 

Where They Last Saw Her by Marcie R. Ren-
don. The Native author explores another problem 
our government has mostly overlooked: missing 
or murdered Native girls and young women. Quill 
lives on a reservation. She hears a scream in the 
woods, police are called, police are not really in-
terested. Quill decides to investigate on her own. 
It’s the personal storyline between Quill and other 
young Native women who go missing that will touch 
your heart. Well-told, well-written.

Never Flinch by Stephen King. “The idea that 
murder might indeed be an addiction freezes him 
for a moment…if it is, what does it matter?” It’s the 
old struggle of nature vs. nurture in a rousing tale 
of revenge that burns as bright as a blazing bonfi re. 
King is back and badder than ever.

Mob Queen by Erin 
Bledsoe. A more confl icted 
and determined young wom-
an could not be found than 
Virginia Hill. Reading her 
story is a look at organized 
crime in the 1930s-1950s. 
With not a lot of actual facts 
available, Bledsoe rounds out 
a life that mirrors the time 
and history of Chicago, and 
someone from the poor side of 
town who makes good. Noth-
ing is sugar-coated: It’s his-
torical fi ction at its best.

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter

Next Week
Sally Carpenter is back to reviewing the latest 

books!
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To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com /mickygallasgroupFollow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup

2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

As we step into the new year, we want to extend our heartfelt appreciation to our clients and wonderful community. 

Your continued trust and support mean everything to our team and our families. It is truly an honor to guide you 

through one of life’s most important decisions and help you find a place to call home. We are grateful for the 

relationships we’ve built, the referrals you’ve shared, and the confidence you continue to place in us year after year. 

-

WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES A HAPPY, HEALTHY, AND SUCCESSFUL START TO THE 

NEW YEAR, WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU IN 2026 AND BEYOND!

*Information based on Total Closed Volume for properties reported by Northwest Indiana Association of REALTORS® and Southwestern Michigan Association of REALTORS® on 

01/01/2026 for the period of Jan-Dec 2025 calculated by combing both Listing Side and Selling Side Total Closed Volume. Source data is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

TEAM VOLUME SOLD *

INDIANA & MICHIGAN

TOTAL TEAM 
TRANSACTIONS*

INDIANA & MICHIGAN

BY VOLUME SOLD 
& TEAM TRANSACTIONS *

IN LAPORTE COUNTY

BY VOLUME SOLD 
& TEAM TRANSACTIONS *

IN LAPORTE COUNTY

http://www.thebeacher.com
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FEATURED SHORT & LONG TERM RENTALS

1401 Lake Shore Drive, 46360 | 219-874-5209
513 Pine Lake Ave. | 219-324-4640
www.makethemovegroup.com

LAZY DAYS
3 Bedrooms - Sleeps 5 - 1.5 Bath

Fenced Back Yard - Hot Tub
Dogs allowed - Great Location

Garage Parking Available

LAKE HILLS COTTAGE
3 Bedrooms - Sleeps 8 - 1.5 Bath

Close to Lake Michigan
Great Backyard for Relaxing

HOMER HIDEAWAY
3 Bedrooms - Sleeps 6 - 1 Bath

Fenced in Yard -
Convenient Location

MICHIANAMAGIC
4 Bedrooms - Sleeps 12 - 4 Bath

2 Blocks from Lake Michigan
Convenient to Michigan City &

New Buffalo

DUNE YOUR THING
3 Bedrooms - Sleeps 6 - 1.5 Bath
Hot Tub - Close to Lake Michigan

Garage Parking Available

POLK HOUSE
2 Bedrooms - Sleeps 4 - 1 Bath

Close to Pine Lake
Convenient Location

DUNE GRASS
2 Bedrooms - Sleeps 6 - 2 Bath

Close to Lake Michigan
Can Be Rented with Dune Sky

LAKESIDE COTTAGE RETREAT
2 Bath - Sleeps 4 - 1 Bath

Across from Fish Lake
Close to Boat Dock

DUNE SKY
2 Bedrooms - Sleeps 6 - 2 Bath

Close to Lake Michigan
Can Be Rented with Dune Grass

MICHIGAN CITY

MICHIGAN CITY FISH LAKE MICHIGAN CITY

NEW BUFFALO MICHIGAN CITY LAPORTE

MICHIGAN CITYMICHIGAN CITYMICHIGAN CITY MICHIGAN CITYMICHIGAN CITY

NEW BUFFALO MICHIGAN CITY LAPORTE

MICHIGAN CITY FISH LAKE MICHIGAN CITY

http://www.makethemovegroup.com

